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FOREWORD

A few words with regard to the origin o this book and the objed with which it was
written will help to put the reader into the right position for understanding its teaching.
It was the outcome of a mnference of ministers at Stell enbosch, South Africa April
11-14,1912.The occasion d the mnference was as follows: Professor de Vos, of our
Theologicd Seminary, had written a letter to the ministers of our church (Dutch
Reformed Church) concerning the low state of spiritual life which marked the Church
(universal) generdly, which, (he said), owght to lead to the inquiry as to how far that
statement included ou church too. What had been said in the book, The State of the
Church, cdled for deg seaching of heat. He thought there wuld be no doulh abou
the truth of the statement in regard to the ladck of spiritual power. He asked whether it
was nat time for us to come together and in God's presenceto find ou what might be
the caise of the evil. He wrote: ‘If only we study the condtions in al sincerity, we
shall have to adknowledge that our unbelief and sin are the caise of the lack of
spiritua power; that this condtionisone of sin and guilt before God, and ndhing less
than a direct grieving of God’s Holy Spirit.’

His invitation met with a heaty resporse. Our four theologicd profesors, with more
than two hunded ministers, missonaries, and theologicd students, came together
with the @owve words as the keynote of our meding. From the very first, in the
addresses there was the tone of confesson as the only way to repentance and
restoration. At a subsequent meding the oppatunity was given for testimony as to
what might be the sins which made the life of the Church so feeble. Some began to
mention faili ngs that they had seen in ather ministers, either in condtct, or in dactrine,
or in service It was onfelt that this was nat the right way; ead must adknowledge
that in which he himself was guilty.

The Lord gradously so adered it that we were gradudly led to the sin o
prayerlessessas one of the degoest roats of the evil. No ore muld peal hmsdf free
from this. Nothing so reveds the defedive spiritual life in minister and congregation
as the ladk of believing and urceaing prayer. Prayer is in very deel the pulse of the
spiritua life. It is the grea means of bringing to minister and people the blessng and
power of hearen. Persevering and believing prayer means a strong and an abundant
life.

When orcethe spirit of confesson lkegan to prevail, the question arose & to whether
it would be indeed passble to exped to gain the victory over al that had in the past
hindered ou prayer life. In smaller conferences held previoudly, it had been foundthat
many were most anxious to make anew beginning and yet had na the courage to
exped that they would be @le to maintain that prayer life which they saw to be in
acordance with the Word of God. They had dften made the atempt but had failed.
They did na dare to make aty promise to the Lord to live and pray as he would have
them; they felt it impaossble. Such confessons gradually led to the grea truth, that the
only power for a new prayer life is to be foundin an entirely new relation to ou
blesed Saviour. It is as we seein him the Lord who saves us from sin - the sin of
prayerlessiesstoo - and ou faith yields itself to alife of closer intercourse with him,
that alifein hislove and fell owship will make prayer to him the natural expresson o



our soul’s life. Before we parted, many were dle to testify that they were returning
with new light and new hope to find in Jesus Christ strength for a new prayer life.
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CHAPTER 1
THE SIN AND CAUSE OF PRAYERLESSNESS

If conscience is to do its work, and the ntrite heat is to fed its misery, it is
necessary that ead individual shoud mention his sn by name. The confesson must
be severely persona. In a meding of ministers there is probably no single sin which
eadt ore of us ought to adknowledge with degper shame - ‘Guilty, verily guilty’ - than
the sin of prayerlessness.

What isit, then, that makes prayerlessiess sich a gred sin? At first it islooked upon
merely as a wee&kness There is © much talk abou lack of time and al sorts of
distradions that the dee guilt of the situation is not recognised. Let it be our honest
desire that, for the future, the sin of prayerlessness may be to us truly sinful. Consider:

1. What areproach it isto God

There is the hay and most glorious God who invites us to come to him, to hdd
converse with him, to ask from him such things as we nead, and to experience what a
blesgng thereisin fell owship with him. He has creaged him we might find ou highest
glory and salvation.

What use do we make of this heavenly privilege? How many there ae who take only
five minutes for prayer! They say that they have no time and that the heat desire for
prayer is lacking; they do nd know how to spend helf an hou with God! It is not that
they absolutely do nd pray; they pray every day - but they have nojoy in prayer, as a
token of communion with God which shows that God is everything to them.

If afriend comes to visit them, they have time, they make time, even at the st of
saaifice for the sake of enjoying converse with him. Yes, they have time for
everything that redly interests them, bu no time to pradise fell owship with God and
delight themselves in him! They find time for a aeaure who can be of service to
them; but day after day, month after month passes, and there is no time to spend ore
hour with God.

Do na our heats begin to adknowledge what a dishonou, what a despite of God this
is, that | dare to say | can na find time for fellowship with hm? If this sn begins to
appea plain to us, shall we not with deg shame ay out: ‘Woe is me, for | am
undore, O God; be merciful to me, and forgive this awful sin of prayerlessness’
Consider further:

2. It isthe cause of a deficient spiritual life

It is a prodf that, for the most part, ou life is gill under the power of ‘the flesh’.
Prayer is the pulse of life; by it the doctor can tell what is the @wndtion d the heat.
The sin of prayerlessiessis a proadf for the ordinary Christian or minister that the life
of God in the soul is in deadly sickness and weakness.



Much is said and many complaints are made about the feebleness of the Church to
fulfil her calling, to exercise an influence over her members, to deliver them from the
power of the world, and to bring them to alife of holy consecration to God. Much is
also spoken about her indifference to the millions of heathen whom Christ entrusted to
her that she might make known to them his love and salvation. What is the reason that
many thousands of Christian workers in the world have not a greater influence?
Nothing save this - the prayerlessness of their service. In the midst of al their zeal in
the study and in the work of the Church, of al their faithfulness in preaching and
conversation with the people, they lack that ceaseless prayer which has attached to it
the sure promise of the Spirit and the power from on high. It is nothing but the sin of
prayerlessness which is the cause of the lack of a powerful spiritual life! Consider
further:

3. The dreadful loss which the Church suffers as a result of the prayerlessness of the
minister

It is the business of a minister to train believers up to a life of prayer; but how can a
leader do this if he himself understands little the art of conversing with God and of
receiving from the Holy Spirit, every day, out of heaven, abundant grace for himself
and for hiswork? A minister can not lead a congregation higher than heis himself. He
can not with enthusiasm point out away, or explain awork, in which he is not himself
walking or living.

How many thousands of Christians there are who know next to nothing of the
blessedness of prayer fellowship with God! How many there are who know something
of it and long for a further increase of this knowledge, but in the preaching of the
Word they are not persistently urged to keep on till they obtain the blessing! The
reason is simply and only that the minister understands so little about the secret of
powerful prayer and does not give prayer the place in his service which, in the nature
of the case and in the will of God, is indispensably necessary. Oh, what a difference
we should notice in our congregations if ministers could be brought to see in its right
light the sin of prayerlessness and were delivered from it! Once more consider:

4. The impossibility of preaching the gospel to all men, as we are commanded by
Christ to do, so long asthis sin is not overcome and cast out.

Many feel that the great need of missions is the obtaining of men and women who will
give themselves to the Lord to strive in prayer for the salvation of souls. It has also
been said that God is eager and able to deliver and bless the world he has redeemed, if
his people were but willing, if they were but ready, to cry to him day and night But
how can congregations be brought to that unless there comes first an entire change in
ministers and that they begin to see that the indispensable thing is not preaching, not
pastoral visitation, not church work, but fellowship with God in prayer till they are
clothed with power from on high?

Oh, that all thought and work and expectation concerning the kingdom might drive us
to the acknowledgment of the sin of prayerlessness! God help us to root it out! God
deliver us from it through the blood and power of Christ Jesus! God teach every
minister of the Word to see what a glorious place he may occupy if he first of all is



delivered from this root of evils, so that with courage and joy, in faith and
perseverance, he can go on with his God!

The sin o prayerlessiesd The Lord lay the burden o it so heary on ou heats that we
may not rest till it i s taken far from us through the name and paver of Jesus He will
make this possible for us.

A WITNESSFROM AMERICA

In 1898,there were two members of the Presbytery in New York who attended the
Northfield Conference for the degoening of the spiritua life. They returned to their
work with the fire of a new enthusiasm. They endeavoured to bring about arevival in
the entire Presbytery. In a meding which they held, the cdhairman was guided to ask
the brethren a question concerning their prayer life: ‘Brethren, said he, ‘let us today
make confesson lefore God and eat ather. It will do us good. Will everyone who
spends half an hou every day with God in connedion with hiswork hdd upahand?
One hand was held up.He made afurther request: ‘ All who thus gend fifteen minutes
hod up a hand’ Not half of the hands were held up. Then he said: ‘Prayer, the
working power of the Church of Christ, and helf of the workers make hardly any use
of it! All who spend five minutes hold up fands.” All hands went up. But one man
came later with the mnfesgon that he was not quite sure if he spent five minutes in
prayer every day. ‘It is,’ said he, ‘aterrible revelation d how little time | spend with
God.’

THE CAUSE OF PRAYERLESSNESS

In an elder’ s prayer meding, a brother put the question: ‘What, then, isthe caise of so
much prayerlessness? Is it not unbelief?’

The answer was. ‘Certainly; but then comes the question what is the caise of that
unbelief? When the disciples asked the Lord Jesus: ‘Why could na we cat the devil
out? His answer was. ‘Because of your unbelief.” He went further and said: ‘ Howbeit
this kind goeth na out but by prayer and fasting’ (Matthew 17:19-21). If thelifeis not
one of self-denial - of fasting - that is, letting the world go; of prayer - that is, laying
hod o heaven, faith can nd be exercised. A life lived acording to the flesh and nd
acording to the Spirit - it isin this that we find the origin o the prayerlessess of
which we complain. As we cane out of the meding a brother said to me: ‘That is the
whale difficulty; we wish to pray in the Spirit and at the same time walk after the
flesh, and this is impossible.’

If oneis sck and desires heding, it is of prime importance that the true caise of the
sicknessbe discovered. This is aways the first step toward recvery. If the particular
cause is nat reaognised, and attention is direded to subardinate caises, or to suppcsed
but nat red causes, heding is out of the question. In like manner, it is of the utmost
importance for us to oltain a rred insight into the caise of the sad condtion o
deadnessand failure in prayer in the inner chamber, which shoud be such a blessd
place for us. Let us seek to realise fully what is the root of this evil.



Scripture teadies us that there ae but two condtions possble for the Christian. Oneis
a walk acording to the Spirit, the other a walk acording to ‘the flesh’. These two
powers are in irreconcil able conflict with ead aher. So it comes to pass in the cae
of the mgority of Christians, that, while we thank God that they are born again
through the Spirit and have recaved the life of God - yet their ordinary daily lifeis not
lived acarding to the Spirit but acerding to ‘the flesh’. Paul writes to the Galatians:
‘Are ye so fodlish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfed by the flesh?
(Galatians 3:3). Their service lay in fleshly outward performances. They did na
understand that where ‘the flesh’ is permitted to influencetheir service of God, it soon
results in open sin.

So he mentions nat only grave sins as the work of ‘the flesh’, such as adultery,
murder, drunkenness but also the more ordinary sins of daly life - wrath, strife,
variance and he gives the exhortation: ‘“Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall nat fulfil the
lust of the flesh... If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit’ (Galatians
5:16, 25. The Spirit must be honoued na only as the aithor of anew life but aso as
the leader and dredor of our entire walk. Otherwise we ae what the gostle cdls
‘carnal’.

The mgjority of Christians have littl e understanding of this matter. They have no red
knowledge of the degp sinfulnessand godessiessof that carna nature which belongs
to them and to which urconsciously they yield. ‘God ... condemned sin in the flesh’
(Romans 8:3) - in the aossof Christ. ‘They that are Christ’s have aucified the flesh
with the dfedions and lusts' (Galatians 5:24). ‘The flesh’ can na be improved o
sanctified. ‘The canal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subjed to the law of
God, reither indeed can be’ (Romans 8:7). There is no means of deding with ‘the
flesh’ save a Christ dedt with it, beaing it to the aoss ‘Our old man is crucified
with im’ (Romans 6:6); so we by faith also crucify it, and regard and trea it daily as
an accursed thing that finds its rightful place on the accursed cross.

It is saddening to consider how many Christians there ae who seldom think or spek
eanestly abou the degp and immeasurable sinfulnessof ‘the flesh’ - *In me (that is, in
my flesh) dwelleth no good thing'(Romans 7:18). The man who truly believes this
may well cry out: ‘| see aother law in my members ... bringing me into captivity to
the law of sin ... O wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me from the body of
this deah? (Romans 7:23-24). Happy is he who can go further and say: ‘I thank God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord... For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath
made me free from the law of sin and death’ (Romans 7:25; 8:2).

Would that we might understand God's coursels of gracefor us! ‘The flesh’ on the
cross - the Spirit in the heart and controlling the life.

This giritual life is too little understood @ sought after; yet it is literally what God
has promised and will acamplish in those who urcondtionally surrender themselves
to him for this purpose.

Here then we have the deep roat of evil as the caise of a prayerlesslife. ‘ The fleshy’
can say prayers well enough, cdling itself religious for so dang and thus stisfying
conscience But ‘the flesh’ has no desire or strength for the prayer that strives after an



intimate knowledge of God; that rejoices in fellowship with him; and that continues to
lay hold of his drength. So, findly, it comes to this, ‘the flesh’ must be denied and
crucified.

The Christian who is gill cana has neither disposition na strength to follow after
God. He rests stisfied with the prayer of habit or custom; but the glory, the
blessedness of seaet prayer is a hidden thing to him, till some day his eyes are
opened, and he begins to seethat ‘the flesh’, in its disposition to turn away from God,
is the archenemy which makes powerful prayer impossible for him.

| had orce at a wnference, spoken onthe subjed of prayer and made use of strong
expressons abou the enmity of ‘the flesh’ as a caise of prayerlessess After the
address the minister’s wife said that she thought | had spoken too strongly. She dso
had to mourn ower too littl e desire for prayer, bu she knew her heat was sncerely set
on seeking God. | showed her what the word of God said abou ‘the flesh’, and that
everything which preventsthe receotion d the Spirit is nathing else than a seaet work
of ‘the flesh’. Adam was creded to have fell owship with God and enjoyed it before
his fall. After the fall, however, there cane immediately, a degp-seded aversion to
God, and re fled from him. This incurable aversion is the daraderistic of the
unregenerate nature and the dief cause of our unwilli ngnessto surrender ourselves to
fellowship with God in prayer. The following day she told me that God hed opened
her eyes; she confessed that the exmity and urwilli ngness of ‘the flesh® was the
hidden hindrance in her defective prayer life.

O my brethren, do nt¢ se&k to find in circumstances the eplanation d this
prayerlessiess over which we mourn; seek it where God' s word dedares it to be, in
the hidden aversion of the heart to a holy God.

When a Christian daes nat yield entirely to the leading of the Spirit - and this is
catanly the will of God and the work of his grace- he lives, withou knowing it,
under the power of ‘theflesh’. Thislife of ‘the flesh’ manifestsitself in many diff erent
ways. It appeas in the hastinessof spirit, or the anger which so urexpededly arisesin
you, in the lack of love for which you have so dften blamed yourself; in the pleasure
foundin eding and dinking, abou which at times your conscience has chidden you;
in that seeking for your own will and honou, that confidencein your own wisdom and
power, that pleasure in the world, o which you are sometimes ashamed before God.
All this is life ‘after the flesh’. ‘Ye ae yet cana’ (1 Corinthians 3:3) that text,
perhaps, disturbs you at times; you have not full peace and joy in God.

| pray you take time and give an answer to the question: Have | not found lere the
cause of my prayerlessess of my powerlessnessto effed any change in the matter? |
live in the Spirit, | have been ban again, bu | do nd walk after the Spirit - ‘the flesh’
lords it over me. The canal life can na possbly pray in the spirit and pover. God
forgive me. The cana life is evidently the caise of my sad and shameful
prayerlessness.



THE STORM CENTRE ON THE BATTLEFIELD

Mention was made in conference of the expresson ‘strategic position’ used so dftenin
reference to the grea strife between the kingdom of heaven and the powers of
darkness.

When a general choases the placefrom which he intends to strike the enemy, he pays
most attention to thase points which he thinks most important in the fight. Thus there
was on the battlefield of Waterloo a farmhouse which Welli ngton immediately saw
was the key to the situation. He did na spare his troops in his endeavours to hdd that
point: the victory depended onit. So it adually happened. It is the same in the conflict
between the believer and the powers of darkness The inner chamber is the place
where the decisive victory is obtained.

The enemy uses al his power to lead the Christian and above dl the minister, to
neglea prayer. He knows that however admirable the sermon may be, however
attradive the service, however faithful the pastoral visitation, nore of these things can
damage him or his kingdom if prayer is negleded. When the Church shuts herself up
to the power of the inner chamber, and the soldiers of the Lord have recaved ontheir
knees ‘power from on hgh’, then the powers of darknesswill be shaken and souls will
be delivered. In the Church, on the misson field, with the minister and hs
congregation, everything depends on the faithful exercise of the power of prayer.

In the week of conference | found the followingTime Christian:

Two persons quarrel over a cetain pant. We cdl them Christian and Apallyon.
Apdlyon ndices that Christian has a cetain weghon which would give him a sure
victory. They med in dealy strife, and Apadlyon resolves to take avay the wegoon
from his opporent and destroy it. For the moment the main cause of the strife has
bemme subardinate; the grea point now iswho shall get possesson d the wegpon on
which everything depends? It is of vital importance to get hold of that.

So it is in the conflict between Satan and the believer. God's child can conquer
everything by prayer. Is it any wonder that Satan dces his utmost to snatch that
weapon from the Christian, or to hinder him in the use of it?

How now does Satan hinder prayer? By temptation to pcstpore or curtall it, by
bringing in wandering thoughts and al sorts of distradions; through unlelief and
hopelessness Happy is the prayer hero who, through it all, takes care to hdd fast and
use his wegpon. Like our Lord in Gethsemane, the more violently the enemy attaded
the more eanestly he prayed and ceaed na till he had oltained the victory. After all
the other parts of the amour had been named, Paul adds. ‘with al prayer and
supgication in the Spirit’ (Ephesians 6:18). Withou prayer, the helmet of salvation,
and the shield o faith, and the sword of the Spirit which is God's word, have no
power. All depends on prayer. God teach us to believe and hold this fast!
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CHAPTER 2
THE FIGHT AGAINST PRAYERLESSNESS

As onas the Christian beames convinced of his sn in this matter, his first thought
isthat he must begin to strive, with God's help, to gain the victory over it. But alas, he
soon experiences that his griving is worth littl e, and the discouraging thought comes
over him, like awave, that such alifeisnot for him - he can nad continue faithful! At
conferences on the subjed of prayer, held duing the past yeas, many a minister has
openly said that it seemed impossible for him to attain such a strict life.

Recently | recaved aletter from aminister, well known for his ability and devotion,in
which he writes, ‘As far as | am concerned, it does nat seem to help me to hea too
much abou the life of prayer, abou the strenuows exertion for which we must prepare
ourselves, and abou al the time and troude and endesseffort it will cost us. These
things discourage me - | have so dften head them. | have time dter time put them to
the test, and the result has always been sadly disappanting. It does nat help me to be
told: ‘*You must pray more, and hdd a doser watch ower yourself, and become
altogether a more earnest Christian.’

My reply to hm was as follows: ‘I think in all |1 spoke & the conference or elsewhere,
| have never mentioned exertion a struggle, becaise | am so entirely convinced that
our efforts are futile unless we first learn how to abide in Christ by a simple faith.’

My corresponcent said further: ‘ The message | need isthis: ‘ Seethat your relationship
to your living Saviour iswhat it ought to be. Live in his presence reoicein hislove,
rest in hm. A better message could na be given, if it is only rightly understood.‘ See
that your relationship to the living Saviour iswhat it ought to be.” But thisisjust what
will certainly make it possible for one to live the life of prayer.

We must not comfort ourselves with the thought of standing in aright relationship to
the Lord Jesus while the sin of prayerlessnesshas power over us, and while we, aong
with the whale Church, have to complain abou our feeble life which makes us unfit to
pray for ourselves, for the Church, a for missons, as we ought. But if we recognise,
in the first place that a right relationship to the Lord Jesus, above dl else, includes
prayer, with bah the desire and pawver to pray acording to God' s will, then we have
something which gives us the right to rejoice in him and to rest in him.

| have related this incident to pant out how naturally discouragement will be the
result of self-effort and will so shut out all hope of improvement or victory. And this
inded is the mndtion d many Christians when cdled onto persevere in prayer as
intercesors. They fed it is certainly something entirely beyondtheir read - they have
nat the power for the self-saaifice and conseaation recessary for such prayer; they
shrink from the dfort and struggle which will, as they suppacse, make them unheppy.
They have tried in the power of the flesh to conquer the flesh - awhadly impaossble
thing. They have endearoured by Bedzebubto cast out Bedzebub and this can never
happen. It is Jesus alone who can subdue the flesh and the deuvil.
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We have spoken o a struggle which will certainly result in dsappantment and
discouragement. This is the dfort made in ou own strength. But there is ancther
struggle which will certainly lead to victory. The Scripture spegks of ‘the goodfight of
faith’, that isto say, afight which springs from andis carried on ty faith. We must get
right conceptions abou faith and stand fast in ou faith. Jesus Christ is ever the aithor
and finisher of faith. It is when we come into right relationship with him that we can
be sure of the help and paver he bestows. Just, then, as eanestly as we must, in the
first place say: ‘Do na strive in your own strength; cast yourself at the fed of the
Lord Jesus, and wait upon hm in the sure confidencethat he is with you, and worksin
you'; so dowe, in the second dace say: ‘Strive in prayer; let faith fill your heat - so
will you be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.’

An illustration will help us to understand this. A devoted Christian woman who
conduwcted a large Bible dass with zed and success once came in troude to her
minister. In her ealier yeas $e had enjoyed much bessng in the inner chamber, in
fell owship with the Lord and his word. But this had gradually been lost and, dowhat
she would, she auld na get right. The Lord had bessed her work, bu the joy had
gone out of her life. The minister asked what she had dore to regain the lost
blessedness. ‘Il have done everything,’ said she, ‘that | can think of, but all in vain.’

He then questioned her abou her experience in connedion with her conversion. She
gave an immediate and clea answer: ‘At first | spared no @ins in my attempt to
bemme better, and to free myself from sin, bu it was all useless At last | began to
understand that | must lay aside dl my efforts, and simply trust the Lord Jesus to
bestow on me his life and peace, and he did it.’

‘Why then, said the minister, ‘do you nd try this again? As you go to your inner
chamber, however cold and dark your heat may be, do nd try in your own might to
forceyourself into the right attitude. Bow before him, and tell him that he sees in what
a sad state you are that your only hope isin him. Trust him with a dildlike trust to
have mercy uponyou, and wait upon hm. In such atrust you are in aright relationship
to hm. You have naothing he has everything.” Some time later she told the minister
that his advice had helped her; she had learned that faith in the love of the Lord Jesus
is the only method of getting into fellowship with God in prayer.

Do you nd begin to see my reader, that there ae two kinds of warfare - the first when
we seek to conquer prayerlessiessin ou own strength. In that case, my adviceto you
is: ‘Give over your restlessnessand effort; fall helplessat the fed of the Lord Jesus;
he will spe& the word, and your soul will li ve.” If you have dore this, then, second,
comes the message: ‘This is but the beginning of everything. It will require dee
eanestness andthe exercise of al your power, and a watchfulnessof the entire heat -
eager to deted the least badksdliding. Abowe dl, it will require asurrender to a life of
self-sacrifice that God really desires to see in us and which he will work out for us.’
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CHAPTER 3
DELIVERANCE FROM PRAYERLESSNESS

The gredaest stumbling-block in the way of victory over prayerlessessis the seaet
feding that we shall never obtain the blessng of being delivered from it. Often have
we put forth effort in this diredion, bu in vain. Old habit and the power of the flesh,
our surroundngs with their attradions, have been too strong for us. What goodisit to
attempt that which ou heat asaures usis out of our rea? The dhange nealed in the
entire life istoo grea and too dfficult. If the questionis put: ‘Is a dange possble?
our sighing heat says: ‘Alas, for meit is entirely impossblel’ Do you knov why that
reply comes? It is smply becaise you have receved the cdl to prayer as the voice of
Moses and as a ommand d the law. Moses and hs law have never yet given anyone
the power to obey.

Do youredly long for the murage to believe that deliverance from a prayerlesslifeis
possble for you and may become aredity? Then you must lean the grea leson that
such adeliveranceisincluded in the redemption that isin Christ Jesus, that it is one of
the blessngs of the New Covenant which God hmself will impart to you through
Christ Jesus. As you tegin to uncerstand this you will find that the exhortation, ‘ Pray
withou ceaing’, conveys a new meaning. Hope begins to spring up in your heat that
the Spirit - who has been bestowed onyou to cry constantly, ‘Abba, Father’ - will
make atrue life of prayer possble for you. Then you will heaken, nd in the spirit of
discouragement, but in the gladness of hope, to the voice that calls you to repentance.

Many a one has turned to his inner chamber, under bitter self-acaisation that he has
prayed so little, and hes resolved for the future to live in a different manner. Yet no
blesang has come - there was naot the strength to continue faithful, and the cdl to
repentance had no paver, because his eyes had na been fixed onthe Lord Jesus, If he
had orly understood, re would have said: ‘Lord, thou seest how cold and dark my
heat is: | know that | must pray, bu | fed | can na do so; | ladk the urgency and
desire to pray.’

He did na know that at that moment the Lord Jesus in his tender love was looking
down upon lm and saying: ‘You can na pray; you fed that al is cold and dark: why
nat give yourself over into my hands? Only believe that | am ready to help you in
prayer; | long gealy to shed abroad my love in your heat, so that you, in the
consciousnessof weakness may confidently rely on me to bestow the graceof prayer.
Just as | will cleanse you from all other sins, so adso will | deliver from the sin o
prayerlessness- only do nd seek the victory in your own strength. Bow before me &
one who expeds everything from his Saviour. Let your soul keep silence before me
however sad you fed your state to be. Be asaured o this - | will teadt you haov to

pray.’

Many a one will adknowledge: ‘I see my mistake; | had na thought that the Lord
Jesus must deliver and cleans me from this sn also. | had na understood that he was
with me every day in the inner chamber, in his grea love realy to keg and dessme,
however sinful and guilty felt myself to be. | had na suppased that just as he will give
al other gracein answer to prayer, so, above dl and before dl, he will bestow the
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graceof a praying heat. What folly to think that al other blessngs must come from
him, bu that prayer, whereon everything else depends, must be obtained by personal
effort! Thank God | begin to comprehend - the Lord Jesus is himself in the inner
chamber watching over me, and hdding himself resporsible to teady me how to
approach the Father. This only he demands - that I, with childlike @nfidence wait
upon him and glorify him.’

Brethren, have we nat seriously forgotten this truth? From a defedive spiritual life
nathing better can be expeded than a defedive prayer life. It is vain for us, with our
defedive spiritua life, to endeavour to pray more or better. It is an imposshility.
Nothing lessis necessary than that we shoud experience that ‘he who is in Christ
Jesus is a new credure: old things have passd away; behald, al things are become
new.” Thisis literaly true for the man who uncdrstands and experiences what it is to
be in Jesus Christ.

Our whale relationship to the Lord Jesus must be anew thing. | must believe in his
infinite love, which redly longs to have communion with me every moment and to
kegp mein the enjoyment of his fellowship. | must believe in his divine power, which
has conquered sin and will truly kegp me from it. | must believe in him who, as the
greda intercesor, through the Spirit, will i nspire eabh member of his body with joy
and paver for communionwith Godin prayer. My prayer life must be brought entirely
under the control of Christ and his love. Then, for the first time, will prayer become
what it redly is, the natural and joyous breahing of the spiritual life, by which the
heavenly atmosphere is inhaled and then exhaled in prayer.

Do you nd seethat, just as this faith passesss us, the cdl to alife of prayer which
pleases God will be awelcome cdl? The ay, ‘Repent of the sin of prayerlessess,
will not be responced to by asigh o helplessiess or by the unwilli ngnessof the flesh.
The voice of the Father will be head as he sets before us a widely opened doa and
recaves us into bessed fellowship with himself. Prayer for the help of the Spirit to
pray will nolonger bein fea of an effort too grea for our power; it will be but falli ng
down in uter weaknessat the fed of the Lord Jesus, to find there that victory comes
through the might and love which stream from his countenance.

If the question arisesin our mind: ‘will this continue? and the fea comes: ‘Y ou knav
how often you have tried and keen disappanted’, faith will findits grength, nd in the
thought of what you will, or do, bu in the dhangelessfaithfulnessand love of Christ,
who afresh has siccoured you and asaured you that thase who wait on im shall nat be
ashamed.

If fea and hesitation still remain, | pray you by the mercies of God in Jesus Chrigt,
and by the unspedable faithfulness of his tender love, dare to cast yourselves at his
fed. Only believe with your whoe heat that there is deliverance from the sin of
prayerlessness ‘If we confessour sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from al unrighteousness (1 John 19). In his blood and gracethere
is complete deliverance from al unrighteousnessand from all prayerlessess Praised
be his name for ever!
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HOW DELIVERANCE FROM PRAYERLESSNESSMAY CONTINUE

What we have said abou deliverance from the sin of prayerlessness has also
applicaion as answer to the question: ‘How may the experience of deliverance be
maintained? Redemptionis not granted to us piecaned, or as smething of which we
may make use from time to time. It is bestowed as a fullnessof gracestored upin the
Lord Jesus, which may be enjoyed in a new fellowship with hm every day. It is ©
necessary that this grea truth shoud be driven hane and fastened in our minds that |
will once more mention it. Nothing can preserve you from caelessness or make it
possble for you to persevere in living, powerful prayer, bu a daily close fell owship
with Jesus our Lord.

He said to his disciples: ‘Ye believe in God, kelieve dso in me ... Believe me that |
am in the Father, and the Father in me ... He that believeth onme, the works that | do
shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do’ (John 14:1, 11-12).

The Lord wished to tead his disciples that al they had leaned from the Old
Testament concerning the power and hdiness and love of God must now be
transferred to him. They must not believe merely in certain written dacuments but in
him personally. They must believe that he was in the Father, and the Father in him, in
such a sense that they had ore life, ore glory. All that they knew abou Christ they
would find in God. He laid much emphasis on this because it was only through such a
faith in im and his divine glory that they could dothe works which he did, a even
greaer works. This faith would lead them to know that just as Christ and the Father
are one, so also they were in Christ and Christ was in them.

It is this intimate, spiritual, personal, uninterrupted relationship to the Lord Jesus
which manifests itself powerfully in ou lives, and espeaally in ou prayer lives. Let
us consider this and seewhat it means:. that all the glorious attributes of God arein our
Lord Jesus Christ. Think of:

1. God’s omnipresence

God fill s the world and every moment is present in everything. Just as it is with the
Father, so nov our Lord Jesus is everywhere present, above dl with ead o his
redeemed ores. Thisis one of the greaest and most important lesons which ou faith
must lean. We can clealy understand this from the example of our Lord’'s disciples.
What was the peauliar privilege of the disciples, who were dways in fellowship with
him? It was uninterrupted enjoyment of the presence of the Lord Jesus. It was becaise
of this they were so sorrowful at the thought of his deah. They would be deprived of
that presence He would be no longer with them. How, under these drcumstances, did
the Lord Jesus comfort them? He promised that the Holy Spirit from heaven shoud so
work in them a sense of the fullnessof his life and d his persona presence that he
would be even more intimately nea and have more untroken fellowship with them
than ever they experienced while he was upon earth.

This grea promise is now the inheritance of every believer, dthough so many of them

know littl e @ou it. Jesus Christ, in his divine persondlity, in that eternal love which
led him to the adoss longs to have fellowship with us every moment of the day and to
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ke usin the enjoyment of that fell owship. This ought to be explained to every new
convert: ‘' The Lord loves you so that he would have you rea him withou a bre&k, that
you may have experienceof hislove.’ Thisiswhat every believer must lean who hes
felt his powerlessessfor a life of prayer, of obedience and d hadiness This alone
will give us power as intercesrs to conquer the world and to win souls out of it for
our Lord.

2. The omnipotence of God

How wonderful is God' s power! We seeit in credaion; we seeit in the wonders of
redemption recorded in the Old Testament. We seeit in the wonderful works of Christ
which the Father wrought in him, and abowe dl in his resurredion from the dead. We
are cdled onto believe in the Son, just as we believe in the Father. Yes, the Lord
Jesus who, in his love, is © urspekably nea us, is the dmighty one with whom
nathing is impossble. Whatever may be in ou heats or flesh, which will not submit
to us, he can and will conquer. Everything that is promised in God' s word, al that is
our inheritance & children o the New Covenant, the dmighty Jesus can bestow upon
us. If | bow before him in my inner chamber, then | am in contad with the dernd,
unchanging power of God. If | commit myself for the day to the Lord Jesus, then |
may rest asaured that it is his eternal amighty power which has taken me under its
protection and which will accomplish everything for me.

Oh, if we would only take time for the inner chamber so that we might experiencein
full redity the presence of this amighty Jesus! What a blessedness would be ours
through faith! An unbroken fellowship with an omnipresent and almighty Lord.

3. The holy love of God

This means that he, with hiswhaole heat, offersall his divine dtributes for our service
and is prepared to impart himself to us. Christ is the revelation d his love. He is the
Son d his love - the gift of hislove - the power of his love; and this Jesus, who has
sought on the adossto give an overwhelming proof of hislove in his deah and Hood
shedding, so as to make it imposgble for us not to believe in that love - this Jesus is
he who comes to med us in the inner chamber, and gives the positive adurance that
unkroken fellowship with him is our inheritance, and will, through him, become our
experience The hay love of God which saaificed everything to conquer sin and kring
it to naught, comes to us in Christ to save us from every sin.

Brethren, take time to think ower that word of our Lord: ‘Ye believe in God, kelieve
asoin me...Believe methat | am in the Father ... andyein me, and | in you (John
14:1, 11, 20. That isthe seaet of thelife of prayer. Take time in the inner chamber to
bow down and worship; and wait on hm till he unwells himself, and takes possesson
of you, and goes out with you to show how a man may live aad walk in abiding
fellowship with an unseen Lord.

Do you long to knov how you may always experience deliverance from the sin of
prayerlessness? Here you have the seaet. Believe in the Son d God, give him timein
the inner chamber to reved himself in his ever present neaness as the dernal and
amighty one, the derna love who watches over you. You will experience what, up
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till now, you have perhaps not known - that it has not entered into the heart of man
what God can do for those who love him.
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CHAPTER 4

THE BLESSING OF VICTORY AND
THE MORE ABUNDANT LIFE

If now we ae delivered from the sin of prayerlessiess and undrstand how this
deliverance may continue to be experienced, what will be the fruit of our liberty? He
who sees this aright will , with renewed eanestnessand perseverance, seek after this
liberty. His life and experience will indeed be a1 evidence that he has obtained
something of unspegkable worth. He will be aliving witness of the blessng which
victory has brought.

Consider:

1. The blessedness of unbroken fellowship with God

Think o the mnfidence in the Father which will take the placeof the reproach and
self-condemnation which was the ealier charaderistic of our lives. Think of the deg
consciousnessthat God' s almighty gracehas effeded something in us, to prove that
we redly bea hisimage and are fitted for alife of communion with hm and prepared
to glorify him. Think howv we, nawithstanding our conviction d our nothingness
may live atrue dhildren of aKing, in communionwith their Father, and may manifest
something of the dharader of our Lord Jesus in the haly fellowship with his Father
which he had when oneath. Think how in the inner chamber the hou of prayer may
bemme the happiest time in the whale do for us, and hav God may use us to take a
share in the carying out of his plans, and make us fourtains of blessng for the world
around us.

2. The power which we may have for the work to which we are called

The preader will | ean to recave his message redly from God, through the power of
the Holy Spirit, and t deliver it in that power to the congregation. He will know where
he can befill ed with the love and zed which will enable him, in hisrounds of pastoral
visiting, t med and help ead individual in a spirit of tender com passon. He will be
able to say with Paul: ‘I can do al things through Christ which strengtheneth me’
(Phili ppians 4:13). ‘We ae more than conquerors through him that loved us' (Romans
8:37). ‘We ae ambassadors for Christ ... we pray you in Christ’'s dea, ke ye
reaonciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20). These ae no vain dreams or pictures of a
fodlish imagination. God hes given us Paul an ill ustration, so that, hovever we may
differ from him in gifts or cdling, yet in inner experience we may know the dl-
sufficiency of grace which can do all things for as it did for him.

3. The prospect which opens before us for the future

Thisisto be mnseaated to take part as intercessors in gred work of beaing on ou
heats the need of the en Church and world. Paul sought to arouse men to pray all
saints, and he tell s us what a @nflict he had for thase who hed na yet seen hisface In
his personal prese he was subjed to condtions of time and dace bu in Spirit he had
power in the name of Christ to pray blesang on those who hed na yet head o the
Saviour.
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In addition to his life in conredion with men here on eath, far or nea, he lived
another, a heavenly life - one of love and d a wonderful power in prayer which he
continually exercised. We can hardly form a @nception d the power God will
bestow, if only we get freed from the sin of prayerlessnessand pray with the daring
which reaches heaven and brings down blessing in the almighty name of Christ.

What a prosped! Minister and missonaries brought by God's graceto pray, let us sy
twice & much as formerly, with twofold faith and joy! What a difference it would
make in the preading, in the prayer meding, in the fellowship with ahers! What a
gentle power would come down in an inner chamber, sanctified by communion with
God and his love in Christ! What an influence would be exercised on lelievers, in
urging them forward to the work of intercesson! How grealy would this influence be
felt in the Church and among the heahen! What power might be exercised ower
ministers of other churches, and who knavs how God might use us for his Church
through the whole world! Is it not worth while to saaifice everything, and to beseeth
God withou ceaing to give us red and full victory over the prayerlessnesswhich has
covered us with such shame?

Why do | now write these things and extol so highly the blessedness of victory over
the sin which dah so easily beset us' and which has 0 terribly robbed us of the power
which God hes intended for us? | can give an answer. | know all too well what low
thoughts we have ancerning the promises and the power of God and hawv prone we
are dways to baddlide, to limit God' s power, andto deem it impossble for him to do
greder things than we have seen. It is a glorious thing to get to knov God in a new
way in the inner chamber. That, however, is but the beginning. It is omething still
greaer and more glorious to knanv God as the dl sufficient One and to wait on hs
Spirit to open ou heats and minds wide to recave the grea things, the new things
which he really longs to bestow on those who wait for him.

God s objed is to encourage faith and to make his children and servants sethat they
must take troubde to understand and rely upon the unspegable greaness and
omnipotence of God, so that they may take literally and in a dhildlike spirit this word:
‘Unto him that is able to doexcealing abundantly abowe dl that we ask or think ... be
glory ... throughou all ages' (Ephesians 3:20-21). Oh, that we knew what a gred and
glorious God we have!

Someone may ask: ‘May nat this nate of certain victory become asnare and lea to
levity and pride? Undouliedly. That which is the highest and kest on eath is aways
liable to abuse. How, then, can we be saved from this? Through nahing so surely as
through true prayer, which brings us redly into contad with God. The haliness of
God, sought for in persistent prayer, will cover our sinfulness The omnipatence an
greaness of God will make us fed our nathingness Fellowship with God in Jesus
Christ will l ead usto the experiencethat thereisin us no goodthing, and that we can
have fell owship with God orly as our faith become ahumbling of ourselves as Christ
humbled himself, an we truly live in him as he is in the Father.

Prayer is not merely coming to God to ask something from him. It is abowe dl
fellowship with God and keing brought under the power of his hadinessand love, till
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he takes possesgon d us and stamps our entire nature with the lowliness of Chrigt,
which is the secret of all true worship.

Yes, it isin Christ Jesus that we draw nea to the Father, as those who have died with
Christ and have entirely done with their own life, asthose in whom lives and whom he
enables to say: ‘Christ liveth in me” What we have said about the work that the Lord
Jesus does in us to deliver us from prayerlessessis true nat only of the beginning of
the life of prayer, and d the joy which a new experience of power to pray causes us, it
true for the whole life of prayer all the day lot ‘Through hm’ we have accessto the
Father. In this dways, as in the whale spiritua life, ‘Christ isall.” * They saw no man
save Jesus only’ (Matthew 17:8).

May God strengthen us to a belief that there is certain victory prepared for us, and that
the blessng will be what the heat of man has not conceved! God will do this for
those who love him.

This does nat come to us al at once God hes grea patience with his children. He
beas with us in ou slow progress with fatherly patience Let ead child of God
rgjoicein al that God s word promises. The stronger our faith, the more eanestly will
we persevere to the end.

THE MORE ABUNDANT LIFE

Our Lord spoke this word concerning the more éundant life when he said that he had
cometo give hislifefor his seeg: ‘| am come that they might have life, and that they
might have it more dundantly’ (John 1010). A man may have life, and yet, through
ladk of nourishment, or through ill ness there may be no abundance of life or power.
This was the distinction ketween the Old Testament and the New. In the former there
was inded life, uncer the law, bu nat the @undance of graceof the New Testament.
Christ had given life to his disciples, but they could recave the @undant life only
through his resurrection and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

All true Christians have recaved life from Christ. The greder portion d them,
however, know nothing abou the more éundant life which he is willi ng to bestow.
Paul spegks constantly of this. He says abou himself that the grace of God was
‘excealing abundant’ (1 Timothy 1:14). ‘I can do al things through Christ which
strengtheneth me’ (Phili ppians 4:13). ‘ Thanks be unto God, which always causeth us
to triumphin Christ’ (2 Corinthians 2:14). ‘We ae more than conquerors through him
that loved us’ (Romans 8:37).

We have spoken of the sin of prayerlessiess and the means of deliverance, and hav
to be kept freefrom that sin. What has been said onthese pointsis al i ncluded in that
expresson d Christ: ‘| am come that they might have life, and that they might have it
more éundantly.’ It is of the utmost importance for us © to understand this more
abundint life, that we may clealy seethat for a true life of prayer nothing lessis
necessry than that we shoud walk in an ever increassing experience of that
overflowing life.
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It is posgble for usto commencethis conflict against prayerlessessin dependenceon
Christ, and looking to him to be asssted and kept in it, and yet to be disappanted.
Thisis the cae when prayerlessnessis looked uponas the one sin against which we
must strive. It must be recognised as part of the whale life of the flesh and as closely
conreded with ather sins which spring from the same source We forget that the
entire flesh with al its affedions, whether manifested in the body or soul, must be
regarded as crucified, and be handed owver to deah. We must nat be satisfied with a
fedble life, but must seek for an abundant life. We must surrender ourselves entirely,
that the Spirit may take full possesson d us, so manifesting that life in us that there
may come an entire transformation in ou spiritual being, by which the mmplete
mastery of Christ and the Spirit is recognised.

What is it, then, which peauliarly constitutes this abundant life? We can na too dten
reped, or in dfferent ways too dten set it forth - the dundant life is nothing lessthan
the full Jesus having the full mastery over our entire being, through the power of the
Holy Spirit. As the Spirit makes known in us the fullnessof Christ, and the dundant
life which he gives, it will be chiefly in three aspects:

1. Asthe crucified one

Not merely as the one who ded for us, to atone for our sins; but as he who hes taken
us up with hmself on the dossto de with hm, and who nav works out in us the
power of his crossand ceah. You have the true fell owship with Christ when you can
say: ‘| have been crucified with Christ - he, the aucified org, lives in me’ The
fedings and the disposition which were in him, his lowlinessand oledience e/en to
the deah o the aoss- these were what he referred to when he said o the Holy Spirit:
‘He shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you' (John 1615) - not as an instruction,
but as childlike participation of the same life which was in him.

Do you cksire that the Holy Spirit shoud take full possesson d you, so as to cause
the aucified Christ to dwell in you? Understand then, that this is just the end for
which he has been given, and this he will surely acomplish in al who yield
themselves to him.

2. Astherisen one

The Scripture frequently mentions the resurredion in connedion with the wonder-
working power of God, by which Christ was raised from the dead; and from which
comes the asurance of ‘the excealing greanessof his power to us-ward who telieve,
acording to the working of his mighty power, which he wrought in Christ, when he
raised him from the dead’ (Ephesians 1:19-20). Do na passhastily from these words.
Turn badk and read them once more, and lean the grea lesson that, however
powerlessand wedk you fed, the omnipotence of God is working in you; and, if you
only believe, will give you in daily life a share in the resurrection of his Son.

Yes, the Holy Spirit can fill you with the joy and Mictory of the resurredion d Christ,
as the power of your daily life, here in the midst of the trials and temptations of this
world. Let the aosshumble you to deah. God will work out the heavenly life in you
through his Spirit. Ah, how littl e have we understoodthat it is entirely the work of the
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Holy Spirit to make us partakers of the aucified and risen Christ, and to conform usto
his life and death!

3. Asthe glorified one

The glorified Christ is he who baptises with the Holy Spirit. When the Lord Jesus
himself was baptised with the Spirit, it was becaise he had humbled himself and
offered hmself to take part in John's baptism of repentance - a baptism for sinners - in
Jordan. Even so, when he took upon Imself the work of redemption, he recaved the
Holy Spirit to fit him for his work from that hour till onthe aosshe ‘offered hmself
withou spot to God (Hebrews 9:14). Do you desire that this glorified Christ shoud
baptise you with the Holy Spirit? Offer yourself then to him for his srvice to further
his great work of making known to sinners the love of the Father.

God help us to understand what a grea thing it is to receve the Holy Spirit with
power from the glorified Jesus! It means awilli ngness- alonging of the soul - to work
for him, and, if need be, to suffer for him. You have known and loved your Lord, and
have worked for him, and have had blessng in that work; but the Lord has more than
that to bestow. He can so work in us, and in ou brethren around s, and in the
ministers of the curch, by the power of the Holy Spirit, as to fill our heats with
adoring wonder.

Have you laid hdd of it, my reader? The dundant life is neither more nor lessthan
the full life of Christ as the aucified, the risen, the glorified ore, who baptises with
the Holy Ghost and reveals himself in our hearts and lives as Lord of all within us.

| read nd long since an expresson - ‘Live in what must be.” Do na live in your
human imagination d what is possble. Live in the word - in the love axd infinite
faithfulnessof the Lord Jesus. Even though it is dow, and with many a stumble, the
faith that always thanks him not for experiences, but for the promises on which it can
rely - goes on from strength to strength, still i ncreasing in the blessed asaurance that
God himself will perfect his work in us.
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CHAPTERS
THE EXAMPLE OF OUR LORD

The conredion between the prayer life and the Spirit life is close and indisoluble. It
is nat merely that we recave the Spirit through prayer, bu the Spirit life requires, as
an indispensable thing, a continuows prayer life. | can be led continually by the Spirit
only as | continually give myself to prayer.

This was very evident in the life of our Lord. A study of his life will give us a
wonderful view of the power and hdiness of prayer. Consider his baptism. It was
when he was baptised and prayed that heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit came
down upon lm. God desired to crown Christ’s surrender of himself to the sinner’s
baptism in Jordan (which was aso a surrender of himself to the sinner’s deah), with
the gift of the Spirit for the work that he must acaomplish. But this could na have
taken placehad he nat prayed. In the fellowship o worship the Spirit was bestowed
on hm to lead hm out into the desert to spend forty days there in prayer and fasting.
Turn to Mark 1:32-35: *And a even, when the sun dd set, they brought unto him all
that were diseased, and them that were possessed with devils. And al the aty was
gathered together at the doar ... And in the morning, rising up a grea while before
day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.’

The work of the day and evening had exhausted hm. In his heding of the sick and
casting out devils, powver had gone out of him. While others dill slept, he went away
to pray and to renew his grength in communion with his Father, He had need o this,
otherwise he would na have been realy for the new day. The holy work of delivering
souls demands constant renewal through fellowship with God.

Think again o the cdling of the gostles as given in Luke 6:12-13: ‘And it came to
passin those days, that he went out into a mourtain to pray, and continued all night in
prayer to God. And when it was day, he cdled urto him his disciples. and d them he
chose twelve, whom aso he named apostles.” Isit not clea that if anyone wishesto do
God's work, he must take time for fellowship with him, to receve his wisdom and
power? The dependence and helplessnessof which thisis an evidence, open the way
and give God the oppatunity of reveding his power. How grea was the importance
of the dhoasing of the gostles for Christ’s own work, for the ealy Church, and for all
time! It had God’s blessing and seal; the stamp of prayer was on it.

Read Luke 9:18, 20 ‘Andit came to pass as he was alone praying, his disciples were
with hm: and he aked them saying, Whom say the people that | am? ... Peter
answering said, The Christ of God. The Lord had prayed that the Father might reved
to them who he was. It was in answer to prayer that ‘he dose twelve, whom also he
named apostles. And when Peter said: ‘The Christ of God the Lord said to him,
‘Flesh and Hood hath na reveded it unto thee bu my Father which is in heaven’
(Matthew 16:17). This great confession was the fruit of prayer.

Rea further Luke 9:28-35: ‘He took Peter and John and James, and went up into a

mourtain to pray. And as he prayed, the fashion d his countenance was atered ...
And there cane avoiceout of the doud, saying, Thisis my beloved Son: hea him.’
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Christ had desired that, for the strengthening of their faith, God might give them an
asarance from heaven that he was the Son d God. Prayer obtained for our Lord Jesus
himself, as well as for his disciples, what happened on the Mount of Transfiguration.

Does it not become still more dea that what God will s to acaomplish oneath needs
prayer as its indispensable a@ndtion? And there is but one way for Christ and
believers. A heat and mouth open toward heaven in believing prayer will certainly not
be put to shame.

Read Luke 11:1-13: ‘As he was praying in a cetain plain, when he ceaed, ore of his
disciples said urto him, Lord, tead us to pray ... And then he gave them that
inexhaustible prayer: ‘Our Father who art in heaven’. In this he showed what was
going on in his heat, when he prayed that God' s name might be hallowed, and hs
kingdom come, and hiswill be dore, and al of this‘oneath asit isin heaven’. How
will this ever come to pass? Through prayer. This prayer has been uttered through the
ages by courtless millions, to their unspesable comfort. But forget nat this - it was
born ou of the prayer of our Lord Jesus. He had been praying, and therefore was able
to give that glorious answer.

Rea John 1416: ‘I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter.
‘The antire dispensation d the New Testament, with the wonderful outpouring of the
Holy Spirit, is the outcome of the prayer of the Lord Jesus. It is as though God hed
impressed onthe gift of the Holy Spirit this sd - in answer to the prayer of the Lord
Jesus, and later of his disciples, the Holy Spirit will surely come. But it will bein
answer to prayer like that of our Lord, in which he tooktime to be done with God and
in that prayer offered himself wholly to God.

Read John 17 the high priestly, most holy prayer! Here the Son prays first for himself,
that the Father will glorify him by giving him power for the aoss by raising him from
the dead, by setting him at his right hand. These grea things could na take placesave
through prayer. Prayer had power to obtain them.

Afterward he prayed for his disciples, that the Father might preserve them from the
evil one, might keg them from the world, and might sanctify them. And then, further,
he prayed for al thase who through their word might believe on hm, that all might be
one in love, even as the Father and the Son were one. This prayer gives us a glimpse
into the wonderful relationship between the Father and the Son, and teades us, that
al the blessngs of heaven come @ntinualy through the prayer of him who is a
God s fight hand and ever prays for us. But it teades us, also, that al these blessngs
must in the same manner be desired and asked for by us. The whale nature and glory
of God's blessngs consist in this - they must be obtained in answer to prayer, by
hearts entirely surrendered to him, and hearts that believe in the power of prayer.

Now we cmme to the most remarkable instance of all. In Gethsemane we seethat our
Lord, acaording to his constant habit, consulted and arranged with the Father the work
he had to do oneath. First he besought him in agony and doody swea to let the aup
passfrom him; when he understoodthat this could na be, then he prayed for strength
to drink it, and surrendered himself with the words: ‘ Thy will be dore.” He was able to
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med the enemy full of courage and in the power of God gave himself over to the
death of the cross. He had prayed.

Oh, why isit that God s children have so littl e faith in the glory of prayer, as the grea
power for subjeding our own will sto that of God, aswell asfor the confident carrying
out of the work of God in spite of our grea weakness? Would that we might lean
from our Lord Jesus how impossble it is to wak with God, to oltain God' s blessng
or leading, or to do hs work joyously and fruitfully, apart from close unkroken
fellowship with him who is ever a living fountain of spiritual life and power!

Let every Christian think ower this smple study of the prayer life of our Lord Jesus
and endeavour from God's word, with prayer for the leading of the Holy Spirit, to
lean what the life is which the Lord Jesus Christ bestows upon hm and suppatsin
him. It is nathing else than a life of dailly prayer. Let ead minister espedally
reagnise how entirely vain it is to attempt to dothe work of our Lord in any other
way than that in which he did it. Let us, as workers, begin to believe that we ae set
free from the ordinary business of the world, that we may, above everything, have
time, in our Saviour’s name, and with his Spirit, and in orenesswith him, to ask for
and obtain blessing for the world.
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CHAPTER 6
THE HOLY SPIRIT AND PRAYER

Isit not sad that our thoughts about the Holy Spirit are so often couded with grief and
self-reproach? Y et he beas the name of Comforter, and is given to lead usto findin
Christ our chief delight and joy. But there is something still more sad: he who dwvells
within us to comfort us is often grieved by us becaise we will not permit him to
acomplish hiswork of love. What a caise of inexpressble pain to the Holy Spirit is
al this prayerlessiessin the Church! It is the caise dso of the low vitality and uter
impotence which are so dften foundin us, becaise we ae not prepared to permit the
Holy Spirit to lead us.

God grant that our meditation onthe work of the Holy Spirit may be matter for
rejoicing and for the strengthening of our faith!

The Holy Spirit is ‘the Spirit of prayer’. He is definitely cdled by this name in
Zedhariah 1210 ‘The spirit of grace ad o supdicaions.’” Twicein Paul’s epistles
there is a remarkable reference to him in the matter of prayer. ‘Y e have recaved the
Spirit of adoption, whereby we ay, Abba, Father’ (Romans 8:15). ‘God heth sent
forth the Spirit of his Soninto your heats, crying, Abba, Father’ (Gaatians 4.6). Have
you ever meditated onthese words: ‘Abba, Father’? In that name our Saviour offered
his gredest prayer to the Father, acaompanied by the entire surrender and saaifice of
hislife andlove. The Holy Spirit is given for the expresspurpose of teading us, from
the very beginning of our Christian life onward, to utter that word in childlike trust
and surrender. In ore of these passages we read: ‘We ay’; in the other: ‘He aies.’
What a wonderful blending of the divine and human cooperation in prayer. What a
proof that God - if | may say so - has dore his utmost to make prayer as natural and
effedua as thouwgh it were the ay of a diild to an eathly Father, as he says. ‘Abba,
Father'.

Isit not aproof that the Holy Spirit isto agrea extent a stranger in the Church, when
prayer, for which God has made such provisions, is regarded as a task and a burden?
And daes nat thistead us to seek for the deep roat of prayerlessiessin ou ignorance
of, and dsobedience to, the divine instructor whom the Father has commissoned to
teach us to pray?

If we desire to understand this truth still more dealy we must naotice what is written
in Romans 8:26-27: ‘Likewise the Spirit also helpeth ou infirmities: for we know not
what we shoud pray for as we ought: but the Spirit himself maketh intercesson for us
with groanings which can na be uttered. And he that seacheth the heats knoweth
what isthe mind d the Spirit, becaise he maketh intercesson for the saints acording
to thewill of God. Isit not clea from this that the Christian if left to hmself does not
know how to pray; or how he ought to pray; and that God has dooped to med us in
this helplessessof ours by giving us the Holy Spirit himself to pray for us; and that
his operation is deger than ou thought or feding, bu is noticed and answered by
God?
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Our first work, therefore, ought to be to come into God's presence na with ou
ignorant prayers, na with many words and thoughts, bu in the @nfidence that the
divine work of the Holy Spirit is being caried on within us. This confidence will
encourage reverence and quetness and will also enable us, in dependence on the help
which the Spirit gives, to lay our desires and heat-neeals before God. The grea lesson
for every prayer is - seeto it, first of all, that you commit yourself to the leading of the
Holy Spirit, and with entire dependence on im, give him the first place for through
him your prayer will have avalue you can na imagine, and through him also you will
learn to speak out your desires in the name of Christ.

What a protedion this faith would be against deadnessand despondency in the inner
chamber! Only think of it! In every prayer the triune God takes a part - the Father who
heas: the Son in whase name we pray; the Spirit who prays for us and in us. How
important it isthat we shoud bein right relationship to the Holy Spirit and unaerstand
his work!

The following points demand serious consideration.

1. Let us firmly believe, as a divine redity, that the Spirit of God's Son, the Holy
Spirit, isin us. Do na imagine that you knaw this and have no reed to consider it. It is
athought so grea and dvine that it can gain an entranceto ou heats and ke retained
there only by the Holy Spirit himself. * The Spirit itself beareth witnesswith ou spirit’
(Romans 8:16). Our position owght to be that of redconing with full assurance of faith
that our heat is his temple, yes, that he dwell s within us and rules ul and bod). Let
us thank God heatily as often as we pray, that we have his Spirit in us to tead us to
pray. Thanksgiving will draw our heats out to God and keg us engaged with him; it
will take our attention from ourselves and give the Spirit room in our hearts.

Oh, it isnowonder that we have been prayerless and have felt this work too heavy for
us, if we have sought to hdd fellowship with the @ernal God apart from his Spirit,
who reveals the Father and the Son.

2. In the pradice of this faith in the cetainty that the Spirit dwells and works in us,
there must also be the understanding of all that he desires to acammplish in us. His
work in prayer is closaly conreded with his other work. We have seen in an ealier
chapter that his first and greaest work is to reved Christ in his omnipresent love and
power. So the Holy Spirit will in prayer constantly remind ws of Christ, of his blood
and name, as the sure ground of our being heard.

He will, further, as ‘the Spirit of hadliness, teat us to recmgnise, and hete, and have
dore with sin. He is ‘the Spirit of light and wisdom’ who leads us into the heavenly
seaet of God s overflowing grace Heis ‘the Spirit of love and paver’ who teates us
to witness for Christ and to labou for souls with tender pity. The more dosely |
asciate dl these blessngs with the Spirit, the more shall | be wnvinced o his deity
and shall be the more ready to commit myself to his guidance, as | give myself to
prayer. What adifferent life mine would beif | knew the Spirit as the Spirit of prayer!
There is still another thing which | need constantly to learn afresh, that:
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3. The Spirit desiresto have full passesson d my life. We pray for more of the Spirit,
andwe pray well, if alongside this prayer we set the truth that the Spirit wants more of
me. The Spirit would pessessme atirely. Just as my soul has my whole body for its
dwelling-place ad service so the Holy Spirit would have my body and soul as his
dwelli ng-place entirely under his control. No ore can continue long and eanestly in
prayer withou beginning to percave that the Spirit is gently leading to an entirely new
conseaation, d which previously he knew nathing. ‘I see&k Thee with my whoe
heat.” The Spirit will make such words more and more the motto of our lives. He will
cause us to recognise that what remains in us of doude-mindednessis truly sinful. He
will reved Christ as the dmighty deliverer from al sin, who is always nea to defend
us. He will lead usin this way in prayer, to forget ourselves and make us willi ng to
offer ourselves for training as intercesors, to whom God can entrust the carying out
of his plans, and who day and night cry to him to avenge his church of her adversary.

God help us to know the Spirit and to reverence him as the Spirit of prayer!
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CHAPTER 7
SINVERSUSTHE HOLINESS OF GOD

To understand grace to understand Christ aright, we must understand what sinis. And
how otherwise can we come to this understanding than through the light of God and
his word?

Come with me to the beginning of the Bible. Seethere man creaed by God, after his
image, and pronourced by his creaor to be very good. Then sin entered, as rebelli on
against God. Adam was driven ou of paradise and was brought along with the untold
milli ons of following generations under curse and ruin. That was the work of sin. Here
we learn its nature and power.

Come further on and see the ak of Noah on Ararat. So terrible had godiesess
bemme anong men, God saw naothing for it but to destroy man from off the eath.
That was the work of sin.

Come once more with me to Sinai. God wished to establish his covenant with a new
nation - with the people of Israd. But becaise of man’s snfulness he wuld dothis
only by appeaing in darknessand lightning so terrible that Moses said: ‘| excealingly
fea and queke’ (Hebrews 12:21). And before the end d the giving of the law that
awful message cane: ‘Cursed is every one that continueth na in all things which are
written in the book d the law to dothem’ (Galatians 3:10). It was $n which made that
necessary.

Come once more with me, and this time to Calvary There seewhat sin is, and the
hatred and enmity with which the world cast out and crucified the Son o God. There
sin readed its climax. There Christ was, by God hmself, made sin, and becane a
curse, as the only way to destroy sin. In the agony in which he prayed in Gethsemane,
that he might nat drink the terrible aup, and in the agony in which onthe aoss in the
deg darknessof desertion, he aied ou: ‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me? we obtain at least some faint ideaof the aurse and indescribable suffering which
sin brings. If anything can make us hate and detest sin, it is Christ on the cross.

Come once aain with me to the judgment sea of the Grea Day, and see the
battomlesspit of darknesswherein courtless ®ulswill be plunged under the sentence
‘Depart from me, ye airsed, into everlasting fire' (Matthew 25:41). Oh, will not these
words often ou heats and fill us with a never-to-be-forgotten haror of sin, so that
we may hate it with a perfect hatred?

And naw is there anything else that can help us to understand what sin is? Yes, there
is. Turn your eyes inward, and kehad your own heat, and see sin there. Remember
that al you have dready seen o the hatefulnessand godessiessof sin shoud teah
youwhat sinin your own heat means - al the enmity against God, all the ruin of men,
al of itsinner nature of hatefulness lie hidden in the sin you have committed, guilt of
every transgresson against God. And when you remember that you are a ¢ild of God,
and yet commit sin and allow it sometimes to fulfil its lusts, is it not fitting that you
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shoud cry out with shame: ‘Woe is me, because of my sin’? ‘Depart from me; for |
am a sinful man, O Lord’ (Luke 5:8).

One grea power of sin is that it blinds men so that they do nd reagnise its true
charader. Even the Christian himself finds an excuse in the thought that he can never
be perfed and that daily sin is a necessty. He is © acastomed to the thought of
sinning that he has almost lost the power and ability of mourning over sin. And yet
there can be nored progressin grace gart from an increased consciousnessof the sin
and guilt of every transgresson against God. And there can na be amore important
guestion than this: ‘How can | regain the lost tenderness of conscience and become
prepared really to offer to God the sacrifice of a broken heart?’

Scripture teades us the way. Let the Christian remember what God thinks abou sin -
the hatred with which his hdiness burns against it, the solemn saaifice which he
made to conquer sin, and deliver us from it. Let him tarry in God's presence till his
haliness $ines upon hm, and he aies out with Isaiah: ‘Woe is me! for | am undore
(Isaiah 6:5).

Let him remember the aoss and what the love of Christ had to endure there, through
the unspekable pain which sin caused him; and let him ask if this will nat tead him
to heaken to the voice which says. ‘Oh, do nd this abominable thing which | hate
(Jeremiah 444). Let him take time, so that the blood and love of the aoss may
exercise their full influence on hm, and let him think of sin as nothing less than
giving his hand to Satan and to his power. Is not this a terrible result of our
prayerlessiess and o our short and hesty tarrying before God - that the true
knowledge of sin is almost lost?

Let the believer think na only of what redemption has cost Christ, bu also o the faa
that Christ is offered to him, by the Holy Spirit, as a gift of inconcavable grace
through whom divine forgiveness and puificaion and renewing have taken
posesson d him; and let him ask himself with what return such love shoud be
repaid. If only time were taken to tarry in God's presence and ask such questions, the
Spirit of God would acamplish his work of conviction d sinin us and would teat
us to take an entirely new standpant, and would give us a new view of sin. The
thought would begin to arise in ou heats that we have in very deel been redeaned,
so that in the power of Christ we may live every day as partners in the grea victory
which Christ obtained over sin on the cross, and manifest it in our walk.

What think you? Do you nd begin to seethat the sin o prayerlessiesshas had a more
terrible dfed than you at first suppacsed? It is because of this hasty and superficial
converse with God that the sense of sin is © we& and that no motives have power to
help you to hate and fleefrom sin as you owght. Nothing, nahing except the hidden,
humble, constant fell owship with God can tead you, as a child of God, to hate sin as
God wants you to hate it. Nothing, nahing but the constant neaness and urceaing
power of the living Christ can make it passble for you rightly to understand what sin
is and to detest it. And withou this degoer understanding of sin, there will be no
thought of appropriating the victory which is made possble for you in Christ Jesus,
and will be wrought in you by the Spirit.
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O my God, cause me to knav my sin and teading me to tarry before thee and to wait
on theetill thy Spirit causes smething of thy holinessto rest uponme! O my God,
cause me to knov my sin, and let this drive me to listen to the promise: ‘He that
abideth in him sinneth not,” and to expect the fulfilment from Thee!

THE HOLINESS OF GOD

It has often been said that the conception d sin and d the hdinessof God has been
lost in the Church. In the inner chamber we have the placewhere we may team again
how to give God s hdinessthe position it shoud have in ou faith and life. If you do
nat know how to spend helf an hou in prayer, take up the subjed of God's hdliness
Bow before him. Give yourself time, and give God also time, that he and you may
come into touch with ore ancther. It is a gred work, bu one fraught with grea
blessing.

If you wish to strengthen yourself in the pradice of this hay presence take up the
haoly word. Take, for instance, the book d Leviticus and ndice how God seven times
gives the mmmand: ‘Ye shal be haly, for | am hay’ (Leviticus 11:44-45; 19:2; 20:7,
26, 21:8; 22:32). Still more frequent is the expresson: ‘I am the Lord that doth
sanctify you. This greda thought is taken owver into the New Testament. Peter says (1
Peter 1:15-16): ‘Be ye haly in all manner of conversation; because it is written, Be ye
haly; for | am haly.” Paul writesin hisfirst epistle (1 Thessalonians 3:13; 4.7; 5:24):
‘He may establish your heats undamable in hdiness... God heth na cdled us unto
uncleanness, but unto holiness ... Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.’

Nothing but the knowledge of God, as the hay one, will make us hay. And hav are
we to oltain that knowledge of God, save in the inner chamber? It is a thing utterly
impossble unlesswe take time and all ow the halinessof God to shine on ts. How can
any man oneath oltain intimate knowledge of anather man of remarkable wisdom, if
he does nat assciate with im, and dacehimsealf under his influence? And hav can
God hmself sanctify us, if we do nd take time to be brought under the power of the
glory of his haliness? Nowhere can we get to know the hdliness of God, and come
undcer its influence and paver, save in the-inner chamber. It has been well said: ‘No
man can exped to make progressin hdinesswho is not often and long aone with
God.’

And what now is this halinessof God? It is the highest and most glorious and most
al-embradang of al the dtributes of God. Holinessis the most profoundword in the
Bible. It isaword that is at home in hearen. Both the Old and New Testaments tell us
this. Isaiah head the seraphs with velled faces cry out: ‘Holy, hdy, hdy, is the Lord
of hosts' (Isaiah 6:3). John read the four living creaures sy: ‘Holy, hdy, hdy, Lord
God Almighty’ (Revelation 48). This is the highest expresson d God's glory in
heaven, by beings who live in his immediate presence and bav low before him. And
dare we imagine that we, by thinking, and realing, and keaing, can understand o
bemme partakers of the hainess of God? What folly! Oh, that we might begin to
thank God that we have aplacein the inner chamber, a placewhere we can be done
with him, and take time for the prayer: ‘Let thy holiness O Lord, shine more and more
into our hearts, that they may become holy.’
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And let our heats be deegoly ashamed o our prayerlessiess through which we have
made it impossble for God to impart his hdinessto us. Let us beseed God fervently
to forgive us this sn, and to alure us by his heavenly grace and to strengthen us to
have fellowship with him, the holy God.

| have said that the meaning of the words, ‘The hdiness of God, is not easily
expressd. But we may begin by saying that they imply the unspe&able arersion and
hatred with which God regards sn. And if you wish to understand what that means,
remember that he preferred to seehis Son de, rather than that sin shoud reign. Think
of the Son d God, who gave up hslife rather than ad in the least matter against the
will of the Father. Still further, he had such a hatred of sin that he preferred to de
rather than that men shoud be held in its power. That is smething of the holiness of
God, which is a pledge that he will do everything for us - for you and me - to oeliver
us from sin. Holinessis the fire of God that will consume sin in us and make us haly
saaifices, pue and acceptable before him. It was for this reason that the Spirit came
down as fire. He is the Spirit of God’s holiness, the Spirit of sanctification in us.

Oh, think over the hdinessof God, and bawv in lowlinessbefore him, till your heat is
filled with the asaurance of what the hay one will do for you. Take aweek, if
necessary, to read and re-read the words of God onthis grea truth, till your heat is
brought under the wnwviction: ‘ Thisisthe glory of the inner chamber, to converse with
God the haly one; to bav down in deg humility and shame before him, becaise we
have so despised im and hslove through ou prayerlessness’ There we shall recave
the asaurance that he will again take us into fellowship with hmself. No ore can
exped to understand and receve the hdinessof God who is not often and long alone
with God.

Someone has sid that the hdiness of God is the expresson d the unspegkable
distance by which he in his righteousnessis sparated from us, and yet dso o the
unspedkable neanessin which he in his love longs to hdd fellowship with us and
dwell in us. Bow in humble reverence as you think o the immeasurable distance
between you and God. Bow in childlike confidence in the unspegable desire of his
love to be united with you in the degoest intimacy; and redkon most confidently on
him to reved something of his halinessto the soul which thirst after him and waits
upon him and is quiet before him.

Notice how the two sides of the hdinessof God are united in the aoss So terrible
was the aversion and anger of God against our sin that Christ was left in the thick
darkness becaise God, when sin was laid upon m, had to hide his facefrom him.
And yet so degp was the love of God toward us and he so desired to be united to us
that he spared nd his Son bu gave him over to unuterable sufferings, that so he
might receve us, in unon with Christ, into his holiness and pressus to his heat as
his beloved children. It was of this suffering that our Lord Jesus sid: ‘I sanctify
myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth’ (John 1719). Thus he is
become of God our sanctification, and we are holy in him.

| beseed you, think na littl e of the gracethat you have ahay God wholongsto make

you hdy. Think na little of the voice of God which cdls you to give time to hm in
the still nessof the inner chamber, so that he may cause his halinessto rest onyou. Let

32



it be your business every day, in the seaegy of the inner chamber, to med the haly
God. You will be repaid for the troulde it may cost you. The reward will be sure and
rich. You will | ean to hate sin, and to regard it as acairsed and conquered. ‘Me new
nature will give youahorror of sin. The living Jesus, the haly God, will, as conqueror,
be your power and strength; and you will begin to believe the grea promise contained
in 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24: ‘ The very God d peacesanctify youwhdly ... faithful is
he that calleth you, who also will do it.’
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CHAPTER 8
OBEDIENCE - THE VICTORIOUSLIFE

In oppaition to sin stands obedience ‘For as by one man’s disobedience many were
made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous ... ye becane
the servants of righteousness (Romans 5:19; 6:18). In conreaion with al that has
been said abou sin, and the new life, and the receotion d the Holy Spirit, we must
always give to obedience the place assigned to it by God.

It was because Christ humbled himself and kecane obedient unto deah, yea the deah
of the adoss that God so highly exalted hm. And Paul, in this conredion, exhorts us:
‘Let this mind ke in you, which was aso in Christ Jesus’ (Phili ppians 2:5). We seg
above everything else, that the obedience of Christ, which was 9 pleasing to God,
must become redly the dharaderistic of our disposition and o our entire walk. Just as
a servant knows that he must first obey his master in al things, so the surrender to an
implicit and unquestioning obedience must become the essential charaderistic of our
lives.

How little this is understood by Christianss How many there ae who alow
themselves to be misled, and rest satisfied with the thought that sin is a necessty, that
one must sin every day! It would be difficult to say how grea the harm is which has
been dore by this mistake. It is one of the dhief causes why the sin of disobedienceis
so little recognised. | have myself head Christians, spesing abou the caise of
darkness and wea&kness say, half laughingly: ‘Yes, it is just disobedience gain. We
try to get rid of aservant as pedlily as possble whois habitually disobedient, bu it is
nat regarded as anything extraordinary that a diild of God shoud be disobedient every
day. Disobedience is daily acknowledged, and yet there is no turning away from it.

Have we nat here the reason why so much prayer for the power of the Holy Spirit is
offered, and yet so few answers come? Do we nat seefrom Acts 5:32 that God hes
given hisHoly Spirit to them that obey him? Every child of God hes receved the Holy
Spirit. If he uses the measure of the Holy Spirit which he has, with the definite
purpose of being obedient to the utmost, then God can and will favour him with
further manifestations of the Spirit’s power. But if he permits disobedience to get the
upper hand, cay by day, he need na wonder if his prayer for more of the Spirit
remains unanswered.

We have drealy said that we must not forget that the Spirit desiresto passessmore of
us. How can we whally surrender ourselves to him otherwise than by being obedient?
The Scripture says that we must be led by the Spirit, that we must walk by the Spirit.
My right relationship to the Holy Spirit is that | allow myself to be guided and ruled
by him. Obedience is the grea fador in ou whale relationship to God. ‘Obey my
voice, and | will be your God’ (Jeremiah 7:23; 11:4).

Mark how the Lord Jesus, onthe last night, when giving his grea promise &ou the
Holy Spirit, lays emphasis onthis paint. ‘If ye love me, kegp my commandments. And
I will pray the Father, and he shall give you ancther Comforter’ (John 1415-16).
Obedience was essentia as a preparation for the recetion d the Spirit. And this
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thought is often repeaed by him. ‘He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them,
he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and | will
love him, and will manifest myself to hm’ (John 1421). So asoin verse 23: ‘If aman
love me, he will kegp my words. and my Father will | ove him, and we will come unto
him, and make our abode with hm.” * If ye &ide in me, and my words abide in you, ye
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be dore unto you (John 157). ‘If ye keg my
commandments, ye shall abide in my love (verse 10). ‘Ye ae my friends, if ye do
whatsoever | command you’ (verse 14).

Can words more plainly or impressvely dedare that the whale life, in the new
dispensation, following the resurredion d Christ, depends on olkedience? That is the
Spirit of Christ. He lived to do na his own will , but the will of the Father. And he can
nat with his Spirit make an abiding home in the heat of one who daes not surrender
himself utterly to a life of obedience.

Alas, how few there ae who are truly concerned becaise of this disobedience How
little it is believed that Christ redly asks for and expeds this from us becaise he has
undertaken to make it possble for us. How much is it manifested in prayer, or walk,
or in the depths of the soul-life, that we redly endeavour to be well pleasing to the
Lord in al things? We say too littl e in regard to ou disobedience ‘I will be sorry for
my sin.’

But is obedience redly possble? It is certain for the man who kelieves that Christ
Jesus is his sanctification and relies on him.

Just as it is impossble for a man whose g/es have not yet been opened to see that
Christ can at onceforgive his sn, so is it aso with faith in the asaurancethat thereis
in Christ a sure promise of power to acaomplish al that God desires from his child.
Just as, through faith, we foundthe fullness of forgiveness so through a new ad of
faith, ared deliverance from the dominion d the sin which has © easily beset usis
obtained, and the aiding blessng of the mntinuows experience of the keguing power
of Christ becomes ours. This faith oltains a new insight into promises the meaning of
which was not previously understood ‘The God d peace... make you perfed in
every goodwork to do hswill, working in you that which iswell pleasing in his sght,
through Jesus Christ’ (Hebrews 13:20-21). ‘Unto him that is able to kegp you from
faling ... be glory and maesty’ (Jude 24-25). ‘Give dili gence to make your cdling
and eledion sure: for if ye do these things, ye shal never fal’ (2 Peter 1:10). ‘To the
end he may establish your heats unbdamable in hdiness (1 Thessalonians 3:13). ‘But
the Lord is faithful, who shall establish you, and kegy you from evil’ (2 Thessalonians
3:3).

When the soul understands that the fulfilment of these and aher promises is eaured
for usin Christ, and that, as certainly as the forgivenessof sinisasared to usin him,
so also is power against new or fresh attadks of sin asaured to us. Then for the first
timeis the lesson leaned aright that faith can confidently rely upona full Christ and
his abiding protection.

This faith sheds a whaly new light on the life of obedience Christ holds himself
resporsible to work thisout in me every moment if | only trust him for it. Then | begin
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to uncerstand the important phrase with which Paul begins and closes his epistle to the
Romans (Romans 1:5; 16:26): ‘ The obedience of faith. Faith brings me to the Lord
Jesus, na only to oltain the forgiveness of sin, bu also that | may every moment
enjoy the power which will make it posgble for me, asa dild of God, to abidein him
andto be numbered among his obedient children of whom it is written that, as he who
has cdled them is haly, as they aso may be hady in al manner of conversation.
Everything depends on whether or nat | believe on the whale Christ, with the full ness
of his grace that he will, na now and then bu every moment, be the strength of my
life. Such faith will | ead to an olkedience which will enable me to ‘wak worthy of the
Lord unto al pleasing, being fruitful in every good work ... strengthened with all
might, according to his glorious power’ (Colossians 1:10-11).

The sou which feeds on such promises will experience now, instead o the
disobedience of self-effort, what the obedience of faith means. All such promises have
their measure, their certainty, and their strength in the living Christ.

THE VICTORIOUSLIFE

In the dhapter on ‘The More Abundant Life', we viewed the matter chiefly from the
side of our Lord Jesus. We saw that there isto be foundin him - the aucified, and the
risen, and the glorified ore who baptises with the Holy Spirit - all that is needful for a
life of abundant grace In spe&ing of the victorious life, we shall now look at the
matter from another standpant. We want to seehow a Christian can live redly as a
victor. We have drealy often said that the prayer life is nat something which can be
improved by itself. It is 9 intimately bound upwith the entire spiritua life that it is
only when that whale life (previously marked by ladk of prayer) becomes renewed and
sanctified that prayer can have its rightful placeof power. We must not be satisfied
with less than the victorious life to which God calls his children.

You remember how our Lord, in the seven epistles in the Revelation d John,
concludes with a promise to those who owvercome. Take the troulde of going over that
seven times repeded ‘him that overcometh’; and ndice what unspeskably glorious
promises are there given. And they were given even to churches like Ephesus, that had
lost its first love; and Sardis, to whom it was sid, ‘thou hast a name that thoulivest,
and art dead’ (Revelation 31); and Laodiceg with her lukewarmness and self-
satisfadion - as proof that, if only they would repent, they might win the aown o
victory. The cdl comes to every Christian to strive for the aown. It isimpaossble to
be ahedthy Christian, still more impossble to be apreader in the power of God, if
everything is not sacrificed to gain the victory.

The answer to the question, d how we dtainto it, is smple. All isin Christ. ‘ Thanks
be unto God, which aways causeth us to triumph in Christ’ (2 Corinthians 2:14). ‘In
al these things we ae more than conquerors through hm that loved us' (Romans
8:37). All depends on ou right relationship to Christ, our entire surrender, perfed
faith, and unlyoken fellowship with him. But you wish to knowv how to attain to all
this. Listen orce more to the simple diredions as to the way by which the full
enjoyment of what is prepared for you in Christ may be yours. These ae a new
discovery of sin; a new surrender to Christ; a new faith in the power which will make
it possible for you to persevere.

36



1. A new discovery of sin

In Romans 3, you find described the knowledge of sin which is necessary, in
repentance, for forgiveness‘ That every mouth may be stopped, and al the world may
beamme guilty before God' (verse 19). There you took your stand, you reaognised your
sin more or less consciously, and confessd it, and you oliained mercy. But if you
would lead the victorious life, something more is needful. This comes with the
experience that in you, that is, in your flesh, there ‘dwell eth no good thing’ (Romans
7:18). You have adelight in the law of God after the inner man, bu you see ancther
law in your members bringing you into captivity to the law of sin and compelli ng you
to cry out: ‘O wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me from the body of this
deah? (verse 24). It isnat, as it was at conversion, when you thought over your few
or many sins. Thiswork goes much deeper. Y ou find that, as a Christian, you have no
power to dothe good that you wish to do.You must be brought to a new and deeoer
insight into the sin of your nature and into your utter we&kness even though you are a
Christian, to live ayou owht. Andyou will | ean to cry out: ‘Who shall deliver me; I,
wretched man, a prisoner bound under the law of sin?’

The answer to this questionis: ‘I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord’ (Romans
7:25). Then follows the revelation d what thereisin Christ. It is not just as given in
Romans 3. It ismore: | am in Christ Jesus, and ‘the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus hath made me freefrom the law of sin and deah’, (Romans 8:2) under which |
was bound.It is the experiencethat the law or power of the life of the Spirit in Christ
has made me free ad nav cdls on me, in a new sense and by a new surrender, to
acknowledge Christ as testower of the victory.

2. A new surrender to Christ

You may have used these words ‘surrender’ and ‘conseaation’ many times, bu
without rightly understanding what they mean. As you have been brought by the
teading of Romans 7 to a mmplete sense of the hopelessess of leading a true
Christian life, or atrue prayer life, by your own efforts, so you fed that the Lord Jesus
must take you up, ly hisown power, in an entirely new way; and must take possesson
of you, by his Spirit, in an entirely new measure. This alone can preserve you from
constantly sinning afresh. This only can make you redly victorious. This leals you to
look away from yourself, redly to get free from yourself, and to exped everything
from the Lord Jesus.

If we begin to understand this, we ae prepared to admit that in ou nature there is
nathing good, that it isunder a aurse, and is nailed with Christ to his cross We come
to seewhat Paul means when he says that we ae dea to sin by the deah of Christ.
Thus do we obtain a share of the glorious resurredion life thereisin him. By such an
insight we ae encouraged to believe that Christ, through his life in us, through his
continual indwelling, can kee us. Just as, at our conversion, we had norest till we
knew he had recaved us © nav we fed the need of coming to him, to receve from
him the aaurance that he has redly undertaken to keg us by the power of his
resurredion life. And we fed then that there must be an ad as definite & his reception
of us at conversion, by which he gives us the aarance of victory. And athough it
appeas to us to be too grea and too much, yet the man who casts himself, withou
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pleg into the ams of Christ will experiencethat he doesindeed receve us into such a
fellowship as will make us, from the beginning onwards, ‘more than conquerors’.

3. A new faith in the power which will make it possible for you to persevere in your
surrender

You have head o Keswick, and the truth for which it stands. It is that Christ is
prepared to take upon hmself the cae and preservation o our lives every day, and al
the day long, if we trust him to doit. In the testimony given by many, this thought is
emphasised. They have told us that they felt themselves cdled to a new surrender, to
an entire onseaation d life to Christ, reating to the smallest things, bu they were
hindered by the fea of failure. The thirst after hdliness after an unkroken fell owship
with Jesus, after alife of persevering childlike obedience, drew them one way. But the
guestion arose: ‘ Shall | continue faithful? Andto this question there came no answer,
till they believed that the surrender must be made, na in their own strength, bu in a
power which was bestowed by a glorified Lord. He would na only ke them for the
future, bu he must first make possble for them the surrender of faith which expeds
that future grace It was in the power of Christ himself that they were ale to present
themselves to him.

O Christian, oy believe that thereis avictorious life! Christ, the victor, isyour Lord,
who will undertake for you in everything and will enable you to doall that the Father
expeds from you. Be of good courage. Will you nd trust him to dothis grea work for
you who hes given his life for you and hes forgiven your sins? Only dare, in his
power, to surrender yourself to the life of thase who are kept from sin by the power of
God. Along with the degpest conwviction that there is no goodin you, confessthat you
seein the Lord Jesus all the goodressof which you have nedd, for thelife of a dhild of
God; and legin literaly to live ‘by the faith of the Son d God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me’ (Galatians 2:20).

Let me, for your encouragement, give the testimony of Bishop Monte, a man o dee
humility and tender piety. When he first head o Keswick he was afraid of
‘perfedionism’ and would have nathing to dowith it. Unexpededly, during avacdion
in Scotland, he came in contad with some friends at a small convention. There he
head an addressby which he was convinced how entirely the teadhing was acwrding
to Scripture. There was no word abou sinlessniessin the flesh or in man. It was a
setting forth of how Jesus can kegp from sin a man with a sinful nature. The light
shore into his heat. He who hed aways been courted a tender Christian came into
touch nav with a new experience of what Christ is willing to dofor one who gives
himself entirely to him Listen to what he says on the text: ‘I can doall things through
Christ which strengtheneth me’ (Phili ppians 4:13). | dare to say that it is possble for
those who redly are willing to redkon onthe power of the Lord, for keging and
victory, to lead alife in which his promises are taken as they stand, and are foundto
be true. It is possble to cast all our care on him dally, and to enjoy deg peacein
doing it. It is passble to have the thoughts and imaginations of our heats purified in
the degoest meaning of the word, through faith. It is posgble to seethe will of Godin
everything, and to receve it, na with sighing, bu with singing. It is possble, in the
inner life of desire and feding, to lay aside dl bitterness and wrath, and anger, and
evil-spe&king, every day and every hou. It is possble, by taking complete refuge in
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divine power, to become strong through and through; and where previously our
greaest weaknesslay, to find that the things which formerly upset al our resolves to
be patient, or pure, or humble, furnish today an oppatunity through hm who loved
us, and works in us an agreement with his will, and a blessed sense of his presence
and hs power to make sin powerless These things are divine possbhiliti es, and
becaise they are his work, the true experience of them will always cause us to bow
lower at his fed and to lean to thirst and long for more. We can na possbly be
satisfied with anything less than - eat day, eaty hou, eatch moment, in Christ,
through the power of the Holy Spirit - to walk with God.’

Thank God, a life of victory is sure for those who have aknowledge of their inward
ruin and are hopelessin themselves, bu who, in ‘the confidence of despair’, have
looked to Jesus, and, in faith in his power to make the ad of surrender possble for
them, they have dore it, in his might, and nav rely on hm alone every day and every
hour.
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CHAPTER9
HINTSFOR THE INNER CHAMBER

At the onference a brother who hed eanestly confessed his negled of prayer, bu
whowas able, later, to dedare that his eyes had been opened to seethat the Lord redly
suppied gracefor al that he required from us, asked if some hints could na be given
as to the best way of spending time profitably in the inner chamber. There was no
opportunity then for giving an answer. Perhaps the following thoughts may be of help:

1. As you enter the inner chamber let your first work be to thank God for the
unspedkable love which invites you to come to im and to converse fredy with him. If
your heat is cold and heal, remember that religion is not a matter of feding, bu has
to dofirst with the will . Raise your heat to God and thank him for the asaurance you
have that he looks down onyou and will blessyou. Through such an ad of faith you
honou God and daw your soul away from being occupied with itself. Think also of
the glorious graceof the Lord Jesus, who is willi ng to tead you to pray and to give
you the dispaositionto doso. Think, too, d the Holy Spirit who was purpasely given to
cry, ‘Abba, Father’, in your heat, and to help your weaknessin prayer. Five minutes
spent thus will strengthen your faith for your work in the inner chamber. Once more |
say, begin with an ad of thanksgiving and paise God for the inner chamber and the
promise of blessing there.

2. You must prepare yourself for prayer by prayerful Bible study. The gred reason
why the inner chamber is nat attradive is that people do nd know how to pray. Their
stock of words is oon exhausted and they do nd know what further to say, becaise
they forget that prayer is not a solil oquy, where everything comes from one side; but it
is adialogue, where God's child listens to what the Father says, and replies to it, and
then asks for the things he needs.

Real a few verses from the Bible. Do na concen yourself with the difficulties
contained in them. You can consider these later; but take what you undbrstand, apply
it to yourself, and ask the Father to make his word light and pawver in your heat. Thus
you will have material enough for prayer from the word which the Father spe&ks to
you; you will also have the liberty to ask for things you reed. Kegp onin this way, and
the inner chamber will become & length, nd a placewhere you sigh and strugge only,
but one of living fellowship with the Father in heaven. Prayerful study of the Bibleis
indispensable for powerful prayer.

3. When you have thus receved the word into your heat, turn to prayer. But do nd
attempt it hastily or thoughtlesdy, as though you krew well enough how to pray.
Prayer in ou own strength brings no desgng. Taketime to present yourself reverently
and in quetness before God. Remember his greaness and hdiness and love. Think
over what you wish to ask from him. Do na be satisfied with going over the same
things every day. No child goes on saying the same thing day after day to his eathly
father .

Conwverse with the Father is coloured by the needs of the day. Let your prayer be
something definite, arising either out of the word which you have read, a out of the
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red soul-needs which you long to have satisfied. Let your prayer be so definite that
you Can say as you go ou, ‘| know what | have asked from my Father, and | exped an
answer.’ It isagood gan sometimes to take apieceof paper and write down what you
wish to pray for. You might keep such a paper for a week or more, and repea the
prayers till some new need arises.

4. What has been said is in reference to your own neels. But you knaw that we ae
allowed to Pray that we may help aso in the neads of others. One grea reason why
prayer in the inner chamber does not bring more joy and Hessng is that it is too
selfish, and selfishness is the death of prayer.

Remember your family; your congregation, with its interests; your own
neighbouhood and the church to which you belong. Let your heat be enlarged and
take up the interests of misgons and d the dhurch through the whae world. Beaome
an intercesor, and you will experience for the first time the blessednessof prayer, as
you find ou that God will make use of you to share his blessng with athers through
prayer. Youwill begin to fed that there is something worth living for, as you find that
you have something to say to God, and that he from heaven will do things in answer to
your prayers which otherwise would not have been done.

A child can ask hisfather for bread. A full -grown son converses with him abou al the
interests of his business and abou his further purposes. A wed child of God prays
only for himself, but a full-grown man in Christ understands how to consult with God
over what must take placein the kingdom. Let your prayer list bea the names of thase
for whom you pay - your minister, and al other ministers, and the different
misgonary affairs with which you are cmnrneaed. Thus the inner chamber will redly
bemme awonder of God's goodressand a fourtain of gred joy. It will become the
most blesed paceon eath. It is a grea thing to say, bu it is the smple truth, that
God will make it a Bethel, where his angels dall ascend and descend, and where you
will cry out: ‘The Lord shall be my God. He will make it also Peniel, where you will
see the face of God, as a prince of God, as one who wrestled with the angel and
overcame him.

5. Do na forget the dose bond ketween the inner chamber and the outer world. The
attitude of the inner chamber must remain with us al the day. The objed of the inner
chamber is 2 to unte us to God that we may have him aways abiding with us. Sin,
thoughtlessness and yielding to the flesh, a to the world urfit us for the inner
chamber and kring a doud o\er the soul. If you have stumbled, o falen, return to the
inner chamber; let your first work be to invoke the blood d Jesus and to claim
cleansing by it. Rest nat till by confessonyou have repented of and pu away your sin.
Let the predous bloodredly give you a fresh freedom of approach to God. Remember
that the roats of your life in the inner chamber strike far out in body and soul so as to
manifest themselvesin businesslife. Let ‘the obedienceof faith’, in which you pray in
seaet, rule you constantly. The inner chamber is intended to bind man to God, to
supdy him with power from God, to enable him to live for God alone. God ke
thanked for the inner chamber and for the blessed life which he will enable us there to
experience and nourish.
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TIME

Before the creation of the world time did not exist. God lived in eternity in a way
which we little understand. With creation, time began, and everything was placed
under its power. God has placed all living creatures under alaw of slow growth. Think
of the length of time it takes for a child to become a man in body and mind. In
learning, in wisdom, in business, in handicraft, and in politics, everything somehow
depends on patience and perseverance. Everything needs time.

It is just the same in religion. There can be no converse with a holy God, no
fellowship between heaven and earth, no power for the salvation of the souls of
others, unless much time is set apart for it. Just as it is necessary for a child for long
years to eat and learn every day, so the life of grace entirely depends on the time men
arewilling to give to it day by day.

The minister is appointed by God to teach and help those who are engaged in the
ordinary avocations of life to find time and to use it aright for the preservation of the
spiritua life. The minister can not do this unless he himself has a living experience of
a life of prayer. His highest calling is not preaching, or speaking, or parochial
visitation, but it is to cultivate the life of God daily, and to be a witness of what the
L ord teaches him and accomplishesin him.

Was it not so with the Lord Jesus? Why must he, who had no sin to confess,
sometimes spend all night in prayer to God? Because the divine life had to be
strengthened in intercourse with his Father. His experience of alife in which he took
time for fellowship with God has enabled him to share that life with us.

Oh, that each minister might understand that he has received his time from God with a
servitude on it! God must have for fellowship with himself the first and the best of
your time. Without this, your preaching and labour have little power. Here on earth |
may spend my time for the money or the learning which | receive in exchange. The
minister can exchange his time for the divine power and the spiritual blessings to be
obtained from heaven. That, and nothing else, makes him a man of God and ensures
that his preaching will be in the demonstration of the Spirit and power.
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CHAPTER 10
THE EXAMPLE OF PAUL

‘Be ye followers of me, even as | also am of Christl’ Corinthians 11:1
1. Paul was a minister who prayed much for his congregation

Let us real his words prayerfully and cdmly so that we may hea the voice of the
Spirit.

‘Night and day praying excealingly that we ... might perfed that which is ladking in
your faith... The Lord make youto increese ... to the end he may establish your heats
undamable in hdiness (1 Thessalonians 3:10-13). ‘The very God d peacesanctify
you wholly’ (1 Thessalonians 5:23).

What food for meditation!

‘Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself ... comfort your heats, and establi sh you in every
good word and work’ (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17).

‘Withou ceaing, | make mention d you always in my prayers;, Making request ...
that | may impart unto you some spiritua gift, to the end ye may be establi shed’
(Romans 1:9-11).

‘My heat’s desire and prayer to God for Israd is, that they might be saved’ (Romans
10:1).

‘I ... ceaenat ... making mention d you in my prayers; that God ... may give unto
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him ... that ye may know
... what is the excealing greanessof his power to us-ward who lelieve’ (Ephesians
1:16-19).

‘For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father ... that he would grant you ... to be
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your
heats by faith; that ye, being rooted ... in love ... might be fill ed with all the full ness
of God’ (Ephesians 3:14-19).

‘Always in every prayer of mine for you al making request with joy ... | pray, that
your love may aboundyet more and more ... that ye may be sincere ... fill ed with the
fruits of righteousness’ (Philippians 1:4, 9-11).

‘But my God shall supdy al your neel acwrding to his riches in glory by Christ
Jesus’ (Philippians 4:19).

‘We ... do nd cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be fill ed with the

knowledge of hiswill ... that ye might walk worthy of the Lord ... strengthened with
al might acerding to his glorious power’ (Colossans 1:9-11). ‘1 would that ye knew
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what gred corflict | have for you ... as many as have not seen my facein the flesh;
that their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love’ (Colossians 2:1-2).

What a study for the inner chamber! These passages tead us that unceaing prayer
formed alarge part of Paul’s srvicein the gospel; we seethe high spiritual am which
he set before himself, in his work on kehalf of believers; and the tender and self-
saaificing love with which he ever continued to think of the Church and its needs. Let
us ask Godto kbring ead ore of us, and all the ministers of his word, to alife of which
such prayer is the hedthy and retural outflow. We shall need to turn again and again
to these pages if we would redly be brought by the Spirit to the gaostolic life which
God has given us as an example.

2. Paul was a minister who asked his congregation to pray much
Read again with prayerful attention:

‘I beseed you, krethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, and for the love of the
Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me; that | may be
delivered from them that do nd believe in Juded (Romans 15:30-31). ‘We. ... trust ...
in God ... that he will yet deliver us, Ye dso helping together by prayer for us (2
Corinthians 1:9-11).

‘Praying always, with al prayer and supdicaion in the Spirit, and watching there-
unto with all perseverance and supdication for al saints; and for me, that utterance
may be given urto me, that | may open my mouth bddly to make known the mystery
of the gospel ... as | ought to speak’ (Ephesians 6:18-20).

‘For | know that this $all turn to my salvation, through your prayer, and the supgy of
the Spirit of Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 1:19).

‘Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; witha praying aso for
us, that God would open urto us adoa of utterance, to spe& ... as | ought to spe&’
(Colossians 4:2-4).

‘Finaly, brethren, pray for us, that the word o the Lord may have free ourse, and ke
glorified, even as it is with you’ (2 Thessalonians 3:1).

What a deg insight Paul had as to the unity of the body of Christ and the relation o
the members one to anather! It is as we permit the Holy Spirit to work powerfully in
us that he will reved this truth to us, and we too shall have this insight. What a
glimpse he gives us of the power of the spiritual life anong these Christians, by the
way in which he redkoned that at Rome, and Corinth, and Ephesus, and Colossae and
Phili ppi, there were men and women onwhom he auld rely for prayer that would
read heaven and have power with God! And what a leson for al ministers, to lea
them to inqure if they truly appredate the unity of the body at its right value; if they
are endeavouring to train up Christians as intercessors; and if they indeed understand
that Paul had that confidence because he was himself so strong in prayer for the
congregation! Let us lean the leson and keseedy God that ministers and
congregations together may grow in the graceof prayer, so that their entire service and
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Christian life may witness that the Spirit of prayer rules them. Then we may be
confident that God will avenge his own elect which cry out day and night unto him.

MINISTERSOF THE SPIRIT

What is the meaning of the expresson: the minister of the gospel is a minister of the
Spirit (see 2 Corinthians 3:6, 8)7? It means:

1. That the preader is entirely under the power and control of the Spirit, so that he
may be led and used by the Spirit as he wills.

2. Many pray for the Spirit, that they may make use of him and hs power for their
work. This is certainly wrong. It is he who must use you. Your relationship toward
him must be one of deg dependence and uter submisson. The Spirit must have you
entirely, and always, and in all things under his power.

3. There ae many who think they must pread the word ony, and that the Spirit will
make the word fruitful. They do nd understand that it is the Spirit in and through the
preater who will bring the word to the heat. | must not be satisfied with praying to
God to bess through the operation d his Spirit, the word that | pread. The Lord
wants me to be fill ed with the Spirit: then | shall sped& aright and my preading will
be in the manifestation of the Spirit and power.

4. We seethis on the day of Penteaost. They were fill ed with the Spirit and kegan to
speak, and spoke with power through the Spirit who was in them.

5. Thus we lean what the relationship of the minister toward the Spirit shoud be. He
must have astrong belief that the Spirit isin him, that the Spirit will tead hm in his
daily life and will strengthen him to bea witnessto the Lord Jesus in his preading
and Msiting; he must live in ceaelessprayer that he may be kept and strengthened by
the power of the Spirit.

6. When the Lord promised the gostles that they shoud receve power when the Holy
Spirit had come uponthem and commanded them to wait for him, it was as though he
had said: ‘Do na dare to pread withou this power. It is the indispensable preparation
for your work. Everything depends on it.’

7. What then is the leson we may lean from the phrase ‘ministers of the Spirit’?
Alas, how littl e we have understood this! How littl e have we lived in it! How little
have we experienced o the power of the Holy Spirit! What must we do then? There
must be deg confesson d gquilt, that we have so constantly grieved the Spirit,
becaise we have nat lived daily as his ministers; and simple cildlike surrender to his
leading in sure confidence that the Lord will work a dhange in us; and further, daily
fellowship with the Lord Jesus in ceaeless prayer. He will bestow on uws the Holy
Spirit as rivers of living water.
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CHAPTER 11
THE WORD, PREACHING AND PRAYER

Little of the word with littl e prayer is deah to the spiritual fife. Much of the word with
littl e prayer gives asickly life. Much prayer with littl e of the word gives more life, bu
withou steadfastness A full measure of the word and prayer ead day gives a hedthy
and pawerful life. Think of the Lord Jesus. In his youth and manhood le treasured the
word in his heat. In the temptation in the wilderness and onevery oppatunity that
presented itself - till he aied ou onthe adossin deah, ‘My God, my God, why hast
thouforsaken me? (Matthew 27:46). He showed that the word of God fill ed his heat.
Andin his prayer life he manifested two things: first, that the word supgdies us with
material for prayer and encourages us in expeding everything from God. The second
isthat it is only by prayer that we can live such alife that every word of God can be
fulfilled in us. And hav then can we come to this, so that the word and prayer may
eath have its undvided right over us? There is only one aaswer. Our lives must be
whaly transformed. We must get a new, a hedthy, a heavenly life, in which the
hurger after God's word and the thirst after God express themselves in prayer as
naturaly as do the needs of our eathly life. Every manifestation d the power of the
flesh in us and the weaknessof our spiritual life must drive us to the wnviction that
God will, through the powerful operation d his Holy Spirit, work ou a new and
strong life in us.

Oh, that we but understoodthat the Holy Spirit is essentialy the Spirit of the word and
the Spirit of prayer! He will cause the word to become ajoy and alight in ou souls,
and he will also most surely help usin prayer to knaw the mind and will of God, and
findinit our delight. If we & ministers wish to explain these things and to train God's
people for the inheritance which is prepared for them, then we must commit ourselves
from this moment forward to the leading of the Holy Spirit; must, in faith in what he
will doin us, appropriate the heavenly life of Christ as he lived it here on eath, with
catain expedation that the Spirit, who filled hm with the word and prayer, will also
accomplish that work in us.

Yes, let us believe that the Spirit whoisin usis the Spirit of the Lord Jesus, and that
heisin us to make us truly partakers of hislife. If we firmly believe this and set our
heats uponit, then there will come a ¢ange in ou intercourse with the word and
prayer such as we could not have thought possible. Believe it firmly; expect it surely.

We ae familiar with the vision d the valley of dry bornes. We know that the Lord said
to the prophet: ‘ Prophesy uponthese bores ... Behald, | will cause breah to enter into
you, and ye shall live (Ezekiel 37:4-5). And we know how, when he had dore this,
there was a noise, and bore cane together to its bore, and flesh came up, and skin
covered them - but there was no lreah in them. The prophesying to the bores - the
preading of the word of God - had a powerful influence It was the beginning of the
grea mirade which was abou to happen, and there lay an entire amy of men newly
made. It was the beginning of the work of life in them, but there was no spirit there.

How then the Lord said to the prophet: ‘Prophesy unto the wind ... Thus sith the
Lord God; Come from the four winds, O breah, and kreahe uponthese dain, that
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they may live' (verse 9). And when the prophet had dore this, the Spirit came upon
them, and they lived, and stood ontheir fed, a very grea army. Prophesying to the
bores, that is, preading, has acamplished a grea work. There lay the beautiful new
bodes. But the prophesying to the Spirit, ‘Come, O Spirit’, that is, prayer,
acomplished a far more wonderful thing. The power of the Spirit was reveded
through prayer.

Is not the work of our ministers mostly this prophesying to dry bores in making
known the promises of God? This is followed sometimes by grea results. Everything
which belongs to the form of godliiness has been brought to perfedion; a caeless
congregation becomes regular and devout, but it remains true for the most part: ‘ There
isnolifein them.” Preating must be followed by prayer. The preater must come to
seethat his preading is comparatively powerlessto lbring in a new life till he begins
to take time for prayer and, acwrding to the teading of God's word, strives and
labous and continues in prayer, and takes no rest, and gives God norest, till he
bestows the Spirit in overflowing power.

Do you nd fed that a dhange must come in our work? We must lean from Peter to
continue in prayer in ou ministry of the word. Just as we ae zedous preaders, we
must be zedous in prayer. We must, with al our power, constantly like Paul, pray
unceaingly. For the prayer: ‘Come, breahe onthese slain’ (Ezekiel 37:9), the aaswer
is sure.

WHOLEHEARTEDNESS

Experience teades us that if anyone is engaged in a work in which he is not
wholeheated, he will seldom succeel. Just think of a student, or his teader, a man of
business or awarrior. He who daes nat give himself wholeheatedly to hiscdling is
nat likely to succeeal. And that is gill more true of religion, and abowve dl of the high
and hdy task of intercourse in prayer with a hay God and d being always well
pleasing to him. It is because of thisthat God hes said so impressvely: ‘Ye shal seek
me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart’ (Jeremiah 29:13).

As also more than ore of God's ®rvants has said: ‘| see&k theewith my whoe heat.’
Have you ever thought how many Christians there ae of whom it is al too dain that
they do nd seek God with the whole heat? When they were in troulde over their sins,
they seamed to seek God with the whale heat. But when they knew that they had been
pardored ore @uld see by their lives that they were religious, it is true but no ore
would think: *This man has surrendered himself with his whole heat to follow God,
and to serve him as the supreme work of his life.’

How is it with you? What does your heat say? While you, as minister, for instance,
have given yourself up with wholeheated devotion to fulfil your office faithfully and
zedoudly, will you nd perhaps adknowledge: ‘I fea, or rather | am convinced, that
my unsatisfadory prayer life is to be atributed to nahing else than that | have not
lived with a wholeheated surrender of all on eath that could hinder me in fell owship
with God. What a deegly important question to consider in the inner chamber and to
give the answer to God' How important to arrive & a plain answer and to uter it all
before God! Prayerlessiess can na be overcome & an isolated thing. It is in the
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closest relationship to the state of the heat. True prayer depends on an undvided
heart.

But | can na give myself that undvided heat which can enable me to say: ‘| seek
God with my whole heat.” No, that is impossble for you, bu God will doit. ‘I will
give them an heat to knov me (Jeremiah 247). ‘I will ... write it [my law] [as a
power of life] in their heats (Jeremiah 31:33; Hebrews 8:10). Such promises srveto
awaken desire. How ever wed the desire may be, if there is but the sincere
determination to strive dter what God hdds out to us, then he will himself work in
our heats bath to will andto do.It isthe grea work of the Holy Spirit in us to make
us willi ng and to enable us to seek God with the whale heat. May there nat be found
in us confusion d facebecaise, while we have given ouselves to so many eathly
things with al our heat and strength, yet if anything is said abou fell owship with ou
glorious God it so little affects us that we have not sought him with the whole heart.
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CHAPTER 12

‘FOLLOW ME;’ THE HOLY TRINITY; LIFE AND PRAYER,;
PERSEVERANCE IN PRAYER; CARNAL OR SPIRITUAL

The Lord dd na spe these words to all who believed on hm, or who hoped to be
blessed by him, bu to thase whom he would make fishers of men. He said this not
only at the first cdling of the gostles, but aso later on to Peter: ‘Henceforth thou
shalt cach men’ (Luke 5:10). The hady art of winning souls, of loving and saving
them, can be leaned ony in close and persistent intercourse with Christ. What a
lesson for ministers and for Christian workers and ahers! This intercourse was the
grea and peadliar privilege of his disciples. The Lord chose them that they might be
aways with and rea him. We read of the dhoice of the twelve gostlesin Mark 3:14:
‘And ke ordained twelve, that they shoud be with him, and that he might send them
forth to pread. ‘So also ou Lord said onthe last night (John 1527): ‘And ye dso
shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.’

This fad was naticed by outsiders. Thus, for instance the woman who spoke to Peter:
‘This fellow was aso with Jesus (Matthew 26:71). So in the Sanhedrin: ‘They took
knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus (Acts 4:13). The dief
charaderistic and indispensable qualificaion for the man who will bea witness to
Christ is that he has been with hm. Continuous fellowship with Christ is the only
schod for the training of ministers of the Holy Spirit. What a lesson for all ministers!
It is only he who, like Caleb, follows the Lord fully, who will have power to teah
other souls the at of following Jesus. But what an urspegable gracethat the Lord
Jesus himself would train us after his own likeness so that others may lean from us!
Then we might say with Paul to ou converts: ‘Y e becane foll owers of us, and d the
Lord ..." (1 Thessalonians 1:6), ‘Be ye foll owers of me, even as| also am of Christ’ (1
Corinthians 11:1).

Never was there ateater who took such troubde with his scholars as Jesus Christ will
with us who pread his word. He will spare no pains; no time will be too predous or
too long for him. In the love which brought him to the aoss he would hdd
intercourse, converse with us, fashion s, sanctify us, and make us fit for his haly
service Dare we still complain that it is too much for us to spend so much time in
prayer? Shall we not commit ourselves entirely to the love which gave up all for us,
and look uponit as our greaest happinessnow to hdd fell owship with him daily? Oh,
al youwholong for blessng in your ministry, he cdlsyouto be with him. Let this be
the gredaest joy of your life; it will be the surest preparation for blessng in your
service O my Lord, draw me, help me, hdd me fast, and tead me how daily to livein
thy fellowship by faith.

THE HOLY TRINITY
1. God is an ever flowing fountain of pure love and blessedness.

2. Christ is the reservoir wherein the full ness of God was made visible & grace and
has been opened for us.
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3. The Holy Spirit is the stream of living water that flows from under the throne of
God and of the Lamb.

4. The redeaned, God s beli eving chil dren, are the channels through which the love of
the Father, the graceof Christ, and the powerful operation d the Spirit are brought to
the earth, there to be imparted to others.

5. What an impresson we gain here of the wonderful partnership into which God
takes us up, as dispensers of the graceof God! Prayer, when we diefly pray for
ourselves, is but the beginning of the life of prayer. The glory of prayer is that we have
power as intercessors to kring the graceof Christ, and the energising power of the
Spirit, upon those souls which are still in darkness.

6. The more surely the dhannel is conneded with the reservoir, the more cetainly will
the water flow unhindered through it. The more we ae occupied in prayer with the
fullnessof Christ, and with the Spirit who proceels from him, and the more firmly we
abide in fellowship with him, the more surely will our lives be happy and strong. This,
however, is dill only a preparation for the redity. The more we give ourselves up to
fell owship and converse with the triune God, the soorer shall we receve the murage
and ability to pray down blessing on souls, on ministers, and on the Church around us.

7. Are you truly a dhannel which is always open, so that the water may flow through
you to the thirsty onesin the dry land? Have you dfered yourself unreservedly to God,
to become a bearer of the energising operations of the Holy Spirit?

8. Isit nat, perhaps, because you have thought only of yourself in prayer that you have
experienced so littl e of the power of prayer? Do understand that the new prayer life
into which you have entered in the Lord Jesus can be sustained and strengthened ony
by the intercesson in which you labour for the souls around you, to bring them to
know the Lord? Oh, meditate on this - God an ever flowing fourtain o love and
blesang, and | his child, aliving channel through which every day the Spirit and life
can be brought to the earth!

LIFE AND PRAYER

Our life has a greda influence on ou prayer, just as our prayer influences our life. The
entire life of man is a cntinuows prayer, to nature or to the world, to provide for his
wants and make him happy. This natural prayer and cesire can be so strong in a man
who aso prays to God that the words of prayer which his mouth utters can na be
head. God can nd at times hea the prayer of your lips becaise the desires of your
heart after the world cry out to him much more strongly and loudly.

The life exercises a mighty influence over prayer. A worldly life, a self-seeking life,
makes prayer powerless and an answer impossble. With many Christians there is a
conflict between the life and prayer, and the life halds the upper hand. But prayer can
also exercise amighty influence over the life. If | give myself entirely to God in
prayer, then prayer can conguer the life of the flesh and sin. The attire life may be
brought under the control of prayer. Prayer can change and renew the whale life,
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becaise prayer cdlsin and recaves the Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit to puify and
sanctify the life.

Many think that they must, with their defedive spiritual life, work themselves up to
pray more. They do nd understand that only in propation as the spiritua life is
strengthened can the prayer life increase. Prayer and life ae inseparably conneaed.
What do you think? Which has the stronger influence over you, payer for five or ten
minutes, or the whole day spent in the desires of the world? Let it not surprise you if
your prayers are not answered. The reason may easily lie here; your life and your
prayer are & strife with ead ather; your heat is more whally devoted to living than to
prayer. Lean this grea leson: my prayer must rule my whole life. What | request
from God in prayer is not dedded in five or ten minutes. | must lean to say: ‘I have
prayed with my whoe heat. ‘What | desire from God must redly fill my heat the
whole day; then the way is open for a certain answer.

Oh, the saaednessand paver of prayer, if it takes posesgon d the heat and life! It
kegos one anstantly in fellowship with God. We can then literally say, ‘On theedo |
wait al the day’ (Psam 25.5). Let us be caeful to consider not only the length of the
time we spend with God in prayer, bu the power with which ou prayer takes
possession of our whole life.

PERSEVERANCE IN PRAYER

‘It isnot reason, said Peter, ‘that we shoud leave the word of God, and serve tables
(Acts 6:2). For that work dea®mns were dhasen. And this word o Peter serves for al
time and for all who are set apart as ministers. ‘But we will give ourselves continually
to prayer, and to the ministry of the word’ (Acts 6:4). Dr Alexander Whyte, in an
address orcesaid: ‘| think sometimes, when my salary is paid to me so faithfully and
purctualy: the deaons have performed faithfully their part of the agreement; have |
been so faithful in my part, in persevering in prayer and the ministry of the word?
Ancther minister has said: *How surprised people would beif | propaosed to dvide my
time between these two equally - one half given to prayer, the other to the ministry of
the word!

Notice in the cae of Peter, what perseverance in prayer meant. He went up onthe
roof to pray. There, in prayer, he receved heavenly instruction as to his work among
the heahen. There, the message from Cornelius came to him. There, the Holy Spirit
said to him: ‘Behdd, threemen seek thee Arise therefore, and get theedown, and go
with them’ (Acts 10:19-20). And from there he went to Caesarea where the Spirit was
so urexpededly outpoured on the heahen. All this is to tead us that it is through
prayer God will givetheinstruction d his Spirit to make us understand hiswill, to let
us know with whom we ae to spe, to give us the assuurancethat his Spirit will make
his word powerful through us.

Have you ever eanestly thought over why it is that you have asalary and a parsonage,
and are set freefrom the need of following eathly business? It is for nathing else than
that you shoud continue in prayer and the ministry of the word. That will be your
wisdom and power. That will be the secret of a blessed service of the gospel.
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No wonder that there is complaint about the ineffedive spiritual life in minister and
congregation, while that which is of prime importance, perseverance in prayer, does
not hold its rightful place - the first place.

Peter was able to spe& and ad as he did becaise he was fill ed with the Spirit. Let us
not be satisfied with anything less than heaty surrender to and undvided
appropriation d the Spirit, as leader and Lord o our lives. Nothing lesswill help us.
Then, for the first time, we shall be &le to say that God ‘ hath made us able ministers
... of his Spirit’ (2 Corinthians 3:6).

CARNAL OR SPIRITUAL?

There is a grea difference between those two states which is but little understood o
poncdered. The Christian who ‘walks in the Spirit’ and hes ‘crucified the flesh’
(Galatians 5:24) is giritual. The Christian who walks after the flesh and wishes to
please the flesh is carna (see Romans 13:14). The Gaatians, who hed begun in the
Spirit, were ending in the flesh. Yet there were anong them some spiritua members
who were able to restore the wandering with meekness.

What a diff erence between the canal and the spiritual Christian (1 Corinthians 3:1-3)!
With the cana Christian there may be much religion and much zed for God, and for
the service of God. But it is for the most part in human pawver. With the spiritual, on
the other hand, there is a complete subjedion to the lealing of the Spirit, a degp sense
of weakness and entire dependence on the work of Christ - it is a life of abiding
fellowship with Christ, wrought out by the Spirit.

How important for meit isto find ou and dainly to adknowledge before God whether
| am spiritual or carnal! A minister may be very faithful in his orthodoxy, and ke most
zedousin his grvice and yet be so, chiefly, in the power of human wisdom and zed.
And ore of the signs of thisisthat thereislittl e pleasure or perseverancein fellowship
with Christ through prayer. Love of prayer is one of the marks of the Spirit.

What a dange is necessary for a Christian who is chiefly carnal to become truly
spiritual! At first he can na understand what must happen, a how it can come to pass
The more the truth dawns upon hm, the more he is convinced that it is impossble,
unless God daes it. Yet to believe truly that God will do it requires eanest prayer.
Quiet retirement and meditation are indispensable, along with the deah o all
confidence in ouselves. But aong this road there ever comes the faith that God can,
God is willi ng, God will do it. The soul which eanestly clings to the Lord Jesus will
be led by the Spirit to this faith.

How will you be &le to say to ahers. ‘I brethren, could na spe& unto you as unto
spiritual, bu as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ’? (1 Corinthians 3:1). It is
impossble unless you yourself have the experience of having passed from the one
state to the other. But God will teach you. Persevere in prayer and faith.
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CHAPTER 13

GEORGE MULLER AND HUDSON TAYLOR;
LIGHT FROM THE INNER CHAMBER

Just as God gave the gostle Paul as an example in his prayer life for Christians of all
time, so he has also given George Muller in these latter days as a proof to his church
how literally and wonderfully he still aways heas prayer. It is not only that he gave
him in his lifetime over a million pound derling to suppat his orphanages, bu Mr
Muller aso stated that he believed that the Lord had given him more than thirty
thousand souls in answer to prayer. And that not only from among orphans, bu also
many others for whom he (in some caes for fifty yeas) had prayed faithfully every
day, in the firm faith that they would be saved. When he was asked onwhat ground re
so firmly believed this, his answer was. ‘There ae five @ndtions which | aways
endeavour to fulfil, in observing which | have the assurance of answer to my prayer:’

1. | have nat the least doult becaise | am asaured that it is the Lord’s will to save
them, for he will eth that al men shoud be saved and come to the knowledge of the
truth (see 1 Timothy 2:4); and we have the awrance ‘that, if we ak anything
according to his will, he heareth us’ (1 John 5:14).

2. | have never plealed for their salvationin my own name, but in the blessed name of
my precious Lord Jesus, and on his merits alone (see John 14:14).

3. | dways firmly believed in the willi ngness of God to hea my prayers (see Mark
11:24).

4.1 am not conscious of having yielded to any sin, for ‘if | regard iniquity in my heat,
the Lord will not hear me’ when | call (Psalm 66:18).

5. | have persevered in believing prayer for more than fifty-two yeas for some, and
shall continue till the answer comes: *Shall nat God avenge his own eled which cry
day and night unto him?’ (Luke 18:7).

Take these thoughts into your heats and pradice prayer acrding to these rules. Let
prayer be not only the utterance of your desires, bu a fellowship with God, till we
know by faith that our prayer is head. The way George Muller walked is the new and
living way to the throne of grace, which is open for us all.

HUDSON TAYLOR

When Hudson Taylor, as a young man, had given himself over unreservedly to the
Lord, there cane to hm a strong conwvction that God would send hm to China. He
had read of George Muller and hav God hed answered his prayers for his own suppat
and that of his orphans, and he began to ask the Lord to tead him aso so to trust him.
He felt that if he would go to Chinawith such faith, he must first begin to live by faith
in England. He eaked the Lord to enable him to do this. He had a position as a
doctor’ s dispenser, and asked God to help him nat to ask for his slary, bu to leave it
to God to move the heat of the doctor to pay him at the right time. The doctor was a
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good-heated man, bu very irregular in payment. This cost Taylor much troude and
struggle in prayer becaise he believed, as did George Muller, that the word, ‘Owe no
man any thing’ (Romans 13:8), was to be taken literaly, and that debt shoud na be
incurred.

So heleaned the grea leson to move men through God - athought of deg meaning,
which later on becane an urspegably gred blessng to him in his work in China. He
relied onthat - in the conversion d the Chinese, in the avakening of Christians to
give money for the suppat of the work, in the finding of suitable missonaries who
would hdd as faith’s rule of condict that we shoud make our desires known to God
in prayer and then rely on God to move men to do what he would have done.

After he had been for some yeasin China, he prayed that God would give twenty-four
misgonaries, two for ead of the deven provinces and Mongolia, eat with millions
of souls and with no missonary. God dd it. But there was no society to send them
out. He had indeal leaned to trust God for his own suppat, bu he dared na take
upon hmself the resporsibility of the twenty-four, if possbly they had na sufficient
faith. This cost him severe conflict, and he becane very ill uncer it, till at last he saw
that God could as easily care for the twenty-four as for himself. He undertook it in a
glad faith. And so God led him, through many severe trials of faith, to trust him fully.
Now these twenty-four have increased, in course of time, to a thousand misgonaries
who rely whally on God for suppat. Other missonary societies have a&knowledged
how much they have leaned from Hudson Taylor, as a man who stated and oleyed
this law. Faith may rely on God to move men to dowhat his children have aked of
him in prayer.

Rea the book, Hudson Taylor's Early Yeas by Dr and Mrs Howard Taylor. There
will be foundin it a treasure of spiritua thought and experience oncerning a dose
walk with God in the inner chamber and in mission work.

LIGHT FROM THE INNER CHAMBER

‘But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou lhest shut thy doar,
pray to thy Father which isin seaet; and thy Father which seeh in seaet shal reward
thee openly’ (Matthew 6:6).

Our Lord had spoken dof the prayer of the hypocrites who desire to be seen of men and
also of the prayer of the heahen who trust in the multitude of their words. They do nd
understand that prayer has no value except it is addressed to a personal God who sees
and heas. In the text our Lord teates us a wonderful lesoon concening the
inestimable blessng which the Christian may have in hisinner chamber. If we would
understand the lesson aright we must notice the light that the inner chamber sheds on:

1. The wonderful love of God
Think of God, hHs gredness his hdiness his unspe&able glory, and then on the
inestimable privilege to which he invites his children, that ead ore of them, however

sinful or feeble he may be, every hou of the day, may have accesto him and hdd
converse with him as long as he wishes. If he enters his inner chamber, then God is
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ready to med him, to have fellowship with him, to give him the joy and strength
which he neals with the living asaurance in his heat that he is with him and will
undertake for him in everything. In addition he promises that he will enrich hm in his
outward life and work with those things which he has asked for in seaet. Ought we
nat to cry out with joy? What an honou! What a salvationt What an owverflowing
supply for every need!

One may be in the greaest distress or may have fallen into the degoest sin, a may in
the ordinary course of life desire temporal or spiritual blessng; he may desire to pray
for himself or for thase belonging to him, or for his congregation a church; he may
even beme an intercesor for the whole world - the promise for the inner chamber
covers all: ‘Pray to thy Father which is in secret; he will reward thee openly.’

We might well suppase that there would be no daceon eath so attradive to the dild
of God as the inner chamber with the presence of God romised, where he may have
unhindered intercourse with the Father. The happinessof a diild oneath if he enjoys
the love of his father; the happinessof a friend as he meds a beloved benefador; the
happinessof a subjed who hes free accesto hs king and may stay with hm as long
as he wishes; these ae & nothing compared with this heavenly promise. In the inner
chamber you can converse with your God as long and as intimately as you desire; you
can rely on his presence and fellowship.

Oh, the wonderful love of God in the gift of an inner chamber sanctified by such a
promise! Let us thank God every day of our lives for it as the gift of his wonderful
love. In this snful world he could devise nathing more suitable for our neals than a
fountain of unspeakable blessing.

2. The deep sinfulness of man

We might have thouwght that every child of God would have availed himself with joy
of such an invitation. But, sed What isthe respornse? There cmmes a ay from al lands
that prayer in the inner chamber is, as a general rule, negleaded by those who cdl
themselves believers. Many make no wse of it; they go to church, they confess Christ,
but they know littl e of personal intercourse with God. Many make alittl e use of it, bu
in aspirit of haste, and more & a matter of custom, or for the eaing of conscience, so
that they can na spek of any joy or blessng in it. And, what is more sad, many who
know something of its blessednessconfessthat they know littl e ébout faithful, regular,
and heppy fellowship with the Father, al the day, as smething which is as necessary
as their daily bread.

Oh, what is it, then, that makes the inner chamber so paverless? Is it not the dee
sinfulnessof man, and the arersion d hisfallen nature for God, which make the world
with its fellowship more attractive than being alone with the heavenly Father?

Isit nat that Christians do kelieve the word of God, where that word dedares that ‘the
flesh’ which is in them, ‘is enmity against God', and that they walk too much after
‘the flesh’, so that the Spirit can na strengthen them for prayer? Is it not that
Christians allow themselves to be deprived by Satan of the use of the wegon d
prayer, so that they are powerlessto overcome him? Oh, the deg sinfulnessof man!
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We have no greaer proof of it than this despite that is dore to the unspedable love
which has given us the inner chamber.

Andwhat is gill more sad is that even ministers of Christ acknowledge that they know
they pray too littl e. The word tells them that their only power lies in prayer: through
that only, bu through that certainly, they can be dothed with power from on high for
their work. But it seems as though the power of the world and the flesh has bewitched
them. While they devote time to and manifest zed in their work, that which is the
most necessary of al is negleded, and there is not the desire or strength for prayer to
obtain the indispensable gift of the Holy Spirit to make their work fruitful. God give
us graceto understand in the light of the inner chamber the degp sinfulness of our
nature.

3. The glorious grace of Christ Jesus

Is there, then, no ho of a cdhange? Must it be dways thus? Or is there ameans of
recovery? Thank God! There is.

The man through whom God has made known to us the message of the inner chamber
is no aher than ou Lord Jesus Christ, who saves us from our sins. He is able and
willi ng to deliver us from this sn, and will deliver. He has not undertaken to redeem
us from all our other sins and left usto ded with the sin of prayerlessnessin ou own
strength. No, in this also we may come to him and cry out, ‘Lord, if thou wilt thou
canst make me dean’ (Matthew 8:2). ‘Lord, | believe; help thoumine unbelief’ (Mark
9:24).

Do you wish to knonv how you may experience this deliverance? By nore other than
the well-known way along which every sinner must come to Christ. Begin by
adknowledging, by confesang before him, in a dildlike and simple manner, the sin o
negleding and deseaating the inner chamber. Bow before him in deg shame and
sorrow. Tell him that your heat has deceaved you by the thought that you could pray
as you ouwht. Tell him that through the wednessof ‘the flesh’, and the power of the
world, and self-confidence, you have been led astray and that you have no strength to
do Letter. Let this be dore heatily. You can na by your resolution and effort put
things right.

Come in your sin and we&knessto the inner chamber, and kegin to thank God, as you
have never thanked him, that the graceof the Lord Jesus will surely make it possble
for you to converse with your Father as a child owght to do.Hand ower afresh to the
Lord Jesus al your sin and misery, as well as your whale life and will, that he may
cleanse and take possession of you and rule over you as his very own.

Even though your heat be old and deal, persevere in the exercise of faith that Christ
is an amighty and faithful Saviour. You may be sure that deliverance will come.
Exped it, and you will begin to understand that the inner chamber is the revelation o
the glorious graceof the Lord Jesus, which makes it possble for one to dowhat he
coud na do hmsdlf; that is, to hdd fellowship with God, and to experience that the
desire and power are received which fit a man for walking with God.
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CHAPTER 14
THE CROSS SPIRIT IN OUR LORD

We se&k sometimes for the operation d the Spirit, with the objed of obtaining more
power for work, more love in the life, more hdiness in the heat, more light on
Scripture or on ou path. And yet al these gifts are only subardinate to what is the
grea purpaose of God. The Father has bestowed the Spirit on the Son, and the Son has
given hm to us, with the one gred objed of reveding and glorifying Christ Jesus
himself in us.

The heavenly Christ must become for us ared living personality, always with us and
in us. Our life oneath must be every day lived in the unkroken and hdy fell owship of
our Lord Jesus in heaven. This must be the first and the greaest work of the Holy
Spirit in believers, that they shoud knawv and experience Christ as the life of their life.
God desires that we shoud become strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner
man, that Christ may dwell in ou heats through faith, and that so we may be fill ed
with his love unto all the fullness of God.

This was the seaet of the joy of the first disciples. They had receved the Lord Jesus,
whom they feared they had lost, as the heavenly Christ into their hearts.

Andthiswas their preparation for Pentecost: they were entirely taken upwith him. He
was literally their al. Their heats were enpty of everything, so that the Spirit might
fill them with Christ. In the fullnessof the Spirit they had power for alife and service
such as the Lord desired. Is this, now, with us, the gred objed in ou desires, in ou
prayers, in ou experience? Lord, tead usto know that the blessng for which we have
so eanestly prayed can be preserved and increased in no dher way than through
intimate fellowship with Christ in the inner chamber, every day pradised and
cultivated.

And yet it has s2emed to me that there was a still deeper seaet of Pentecost to be
discovered. The thought came that perhaps our conception d the Lord Jesus in hearen
was limited. We think o him in the splendou, the glory of God's throne. We dso
think of the unseachable love which moved him to give himself for us. But we forgot
too dten that, abowe dl, it is as the aucified ore he was known here on eath; and
that, abowve dl, it is as the aqucified ore he has his placeon the throne of God. ‘And,
lo, in the midst of the throne ... stood a Lamb as it had been slain’ (Revelation 5:6).

Yes, it isasthe aucified ore that heisthe objea of the Father’s eternal good pgeasure
and d the worship of the etire aedion. Andit is, therefore, of the first importance,
that we here on eath shoud knav and have experience of him asthe aucified ore, so
that we may make men seewhat his dispasitionand ousis, and what the power is that
can make them partakers of salvation.

| fed deeply that, as the aossis Christ’s highest glory, and as the Holy Spirit neither
has dore nor can doanything greaer or more glorious than he did when he ‘through
the dernal Spirit offered himself withou spat to God' (Hebrews 9:14); so it is evident
that the Holy Spirit can do nahing greder or more glorious for us than to take us up
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into the fellowship of that cross and to work out also in us the same spirit of the aoss
which was e in ou Lord Jesus. In aword, the question arose whether this was not
the red reason why our prayers for the powerful operation o the Holy Spirit could na
be axswered, becaise we had sought too littl e to recave the Spirit, in order that we
might know and become like the glorified Christ in the fellowship of his cross.

Have we not here the degoest seaet of Penteast? The Spirit comes to us from the
cross where he strengthened Christ to dfer himself to God. He @mmes from the
Father, who looked dowvn with urspedable good peasure on the humiliation and
obedience and self-saaificeof Christ, as the highest proof of his surrender to hm. He
comes from Christ, who through the aosswas prepared to receve from the Father the
fullnessof the Spirit, that he might share it with the world. He comes to reved Christ
to ou heats, as the Lamb dlain, in the midst of the throne, so that we on eath may
worship him as they do in heaven. He comes, chiefly, to impart to us the life of the
crucified Christ, so that we may be ale to say truly, ‘1 am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me’ (Galatians 2:20).

To understand this et in any way, we must first meditate on what the meaning and
what the worth of the cross is.

THE MIND THAT WASIN THE CRUCIFIED CHRIST

The aoss must necessarily be viewed from two standpants. First, the work it has
acomplished - the pardon and conquest of sin. This is the first message with which
the a@osscomes to the sinner. It proclaims to him free ad full deliverance from the
power of sin. And then the seoond, the spirit or disposition which was there
manifested. We find this expressd in Philippians 2:8: ‘He humbled himself, and
becane obedient unto deah, even the deah o the aoss’ Here we see self-abasement
to the lowest place which could be found undr the burden of our sin and curse;
obedienceto the uttermost to all the will of God, self-saaificeto the deah of the aoss
these threewords reved to us the haly perfedion d his person and work. Therefore
God heth so grealy exalted hm. It was the spirit of the aosswhich made him the
objed of his Father's good peasure, of the worship o the angels, of the love and
confidence of all the redeaned. The self-abasement of Christ, his obedienceto the will
of God even to deah, hs sif-saaifice even to the deah dof the aoss- these made him
to be ‘the Lamb, as it had been slain, standing in the midst of the throne’.

THE SPIRIT OF THE CROSSIN US

All that Christ was, he was for us and desires to beacome in us. The spirit of the aoss
was his blessdness and glory. It shodd be this even more for us. He desires to
manifest hislikenessin usandto give usafull shareof al that is his. Thus Paul writes
the words we have so often quded: ‘Let this mind ke in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus (Philippians 2:5). Elsewhere he writes: ‘We have the mind o Christ’ (1
Corinthians 2:16). The fellowship of the adossis not only a haly duty for us, bu an
unspedkably blesed privilege, which the Holy Spirit himsaf will make ours
acording to the promise: ‘He shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you (John
16:15); ‘He shall glorify me’ (John 1614). The Holy Spirit wrought this dispositionin
Christ and will also work it in us.
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CHAPTER 15
TAKING UP THE CROSS

When the Lord told his disciples that they must take up the aossto follow him, they
could have littl e understanding of his meaning. He wished to rouse them to eanest
thought and so prepare them for the time when they shoud seehim carying his cross
From the Jordan, where he had presented himself to be baptised and redkoned among
sinners, orward, he caried the aossalwaysin his heat. That isto say, he was aways
conscious that the sentence of deah, because of sin, rested on hm, and that he must
bea it to the uttermost. As the disciples thouwght on this and wondered what he meant
by it, ore thing only helped them - it was the thought of a man who was sntenced to
death, and carried his cross to the appointed place.

Christ had said at the same time: ‘He that loseth his life for my sake shall find it’
(Matthew 10:39). He taught them that they must hate their own life. Their nature was
so sinful that nothing lessthan deah could med their ned; it deserved nahing less
than deah. So the @wnwction gradually dawned uponthem that the taking up d the
crossmeant: ‘I am to fed that my life is under sentence of deah, and that under the
consciousnessof this sntence | must constantly surrender my flesh, my sinful nature,
to deah.” So they were slowly prepared to seelater on that the aosswhich Christ had
caried was the one power to deliver truly from sin, and that they must first receve
from him the true aoss girit. They must lean from him what self-humiliationin their
weakness and urworthiness was to mean; what the obedience was which crucified
their own will i n al things, in the gredest as well as in the least; what the self-denial
was which dd na seek to pease the flesh or the world. ‘ Take thy cross and foll ow
me (see Matthew 16:24; Mark 8:34; 10:21; Luke 9:23) - that was the word with
which Jesus prepared his disciples for the grea thought that his mind and dsposition
might become theirs, that his cross might in very deed become their own.

CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST

The lesson which the Lord wished his disciples to lean from his datement concerning
the taking up d the aossand the losing of their life finds its expresson in the words
of Paul, after Christ had ded onthe aossand had been exalted on hgh, and the Spirit
had been poued ou. Paul says. ‘I am crucified with Christ’; ‘God forbid that | shoud
glory, save in the aossof our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified urto
me, and | unto the world’ (Galatians 2:20; 6:14). He wished every believer to live so
as to prove that he was crucified with Christ. He wished us to understand that the
Christ who comes to dwell in ou heats is the aucified Christ, who will himself,
through hislife, impart to usthe true mind d the aoss Hetelsusthat ‘our old manis
crucified with hm’ (Romans 6:6). Yea more, that ‘they that are Christ’'s have
crucified the flesh’ (Galatians 5:24). When they receved by faith the aucified Christ,
they gave over the flesh to the deah sentence which was exeauted to the full on
Calvary. Paul says ‘we have been panted together in the likeness of his deah’
(Romans 6:5), and that therefore we must redkon that we ae dea to sin in Christ
Jesus.
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These words of the Holy Spirit, through Paul, tead us that we must abide constantly
in the fellowship of the aoss in fellowship with the aucified and living Lord Jesus. It
Is the soul that lives ever under the cover and shelter and dHliverance of the adossthat
alone can expect constantly to glory in Christ Jesus and in his abiding nearness.

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE CROSS

There ae many who dacetheir hope for salvation in the redemption d the aosswho
understand little dou the fellowship of the aoss They rely on what the aoss has
purchased for them, onforgivenessof sin and peacewith God, but they can dften live
for alength of time withou fell owship with the Lord himself. They do nd know what
it means to strive every day after heat communion with the aucified Lord as he is
sea in heaven - ‘A Lamb in the midst of the throne'. Oh, that this vision might
exercise its iritua power upon s, that we might redly experience every day that as
truly as the Lamb is sen there on the throne, so we may have the power and
experience of his presence here!

Is it possble? Withou doult it is. Why did that grea mirade happen, and why was
the Holy Spirit given from heaven, if it were nat to make the glorified Jesus - ‘the
Lamb standing, as dain, in the midst of the throne’ - present with us here in ou
eathly surroundngs? Let us endeavour to make this more plain in ou further
meditations.
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CHAPTER 16
THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE CROSS

The Holy Spirit ever leads usto the aoss It was $ with Christ. The Spirit taught him
and enabled him to offer himself without spot to God.

It was 2 with the disciples. The Spirit, with whom they were filled, led them to
preat Christ as the aucified ore. Late on ke led them to glory in the fellowship of
the cross when they were deemed worthy to suffer for Christ’s sake.

And the aossdireded them again to the Spirit. When Christ had bane the adoss he
recaved the Spirit from the Father, that he might be poued ou. When the three
thousand baved before the aucified ore, they recaved the promise of the Holy Spirit.
When the disciples regjoiced in their experience of the fellowship of the aoss they
recaved the Holy Spirit afresh. The union ketween the Spirit and the aoss is
indisoluble; they belong inseparably to ore ancther. We see this espeaadly in the
epistles of Paul. ‘Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you ...
Receved ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the heaing of faith? (Galatians
3:1-2).

‘Christ hath redeaned us from the airse of the law ... that we might receve the
promise of the Spirit through faith’ (Galatians 3:13-14). ‘God sent forth his Son ... to
redeem them that were under the law ... and ... heth sent forth the Spirit of his Son
into your heats' (Galatians 4:4-6). ‘ And they that are Christ’s have aucified the flesh
... If welivein the Spirit, let us dso walk in the Spirit’ (Gaatians 5:24-25). ‘Ye dso
are become dea to the law by the body of Christ ... that we shoud serve in newness
of spirit’ (Romans 7:4-6). ‘For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made
me freefrom the law of sin and deah. For ... God ... condemned sin in the flesh: That
the righteousnessof the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk nat after the flesh, bu
after the Spirit’ (Romans 8:24).

In everything and always the Spirit and the adossare inseparable. Yes, even in heaven.
The Lamb, as it had been dain, standing in the midst of the throne had ‘ seven eyes,
which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into al the eath’ (Revelation 56).
Again: ‘He shewed me apure river of water of life, clea as crystal [Is this other than
the Holy Spirit?] procealing out of the throne of God and d the Lamb’ (Revelation
22:1). When Moses snote the rock, the water streamed ou and Israd drank. When the
Rock Christ was adually smitten and he had taken his place & the slain Lamb onthe
throne of God, there flowed ou from under the throne the full nessof the Holy Spirit
for the whole world.

How fodlish it is to pray for the fullness of the Spirit if we have nat first placel
ourselves under the full power of the aosd Just think of the one hunded and twenty
disciples. The aucifixion d Christ had touched, broken, and taken pocssesson d their
entire heats. They could spe& or think of nothing else, and when the aucified ore
had shown them his hands and hs fed, he said urto them: ‘Receave ye the Holy
Ghost’ (John 2022). And so aso, with their heats full of the aqucified Christ, nowv
recaved upinto heaven, they were prepared to be fill ed with the Spirit. They dared to
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proclam to the people: ‘Repent and kelieve in the aqucified ore’; and they aso
received the Holy Spirit.

Christ gave himself up entirely to the aoss The disciples also dd the same. The aoss
demands this aso from us; it would have our entire life. To comply with this demand
requires nothing lessthan a powerful ad of the will, for which we ae urfit, and a
powerful ad of God d which he may be asaured who casts himself, in helplessess
but unreservedly on God.

THE SPIRIT AND THE CROSS

Why are there not more men and women who can witness in the joy of their heats,
that the Spirit of God hes taken passsson d them and given them new power to
witness for him? Yet more urgently arises the heat seaching question to which an
answer must be given: what is it that hinders? The Father in heaven is more willi ng
than an eathly father to give bread to his child, and yet the ay arises. ‘Is the Spirit
straitened? Is this his work?’

Many will adknowledge that the hindrance undoukliedly lies in the fad that the Church
IS too much under the sway of the flesh and the world. They understand too littl e of
the heat piercing power of the aossof Christ. So it comes to passthat the Spirit has
not the vessels into which he can pour his fullness.

Many complain that the subjed is too hgh o too dee for them. This is a proof of
how little we have gpropriated and krought into pradice the teating of Paul and
Christ abou the aoss | bring you a message of joy. The Spirit who is in you, in
however limited a measure, is prepared to take you undbr his teading, to leal you to
the aoss and by his heavenly instruction to make you nov something of what the
crucified Christ wills to do for you and in you.

But then he wants you to take time, so that he may reved the heavenly mysteries to
you. He wants to make you see how the neglea of the inner chamber has hindered
fell owship with Christ, the knowledge of the aoss and the powerful operations of the
Spirit. He will tead you what is meant by the denial of self, the taking up d your
cross, the losing of your life, and following him.

In spite of al that you have felt of your ignorance and ladck of spiritual insight and
fellowship with the aoss he is able and willi ng to take you undr his teading and to
make known to you the secret of the spiritual life above all your expectations.

Begin at the beginning. Be faithful in the inner chamber. Thank him that you can
reckon on hm to med you there. Although everything appeas cold, and dark, and
strained, bawv in silence before the loving Lord Jesus, who so longs after you. Thank
the Father that he has given you the Spirit. And ke aaured that al you do no yet
know, and still must know - abou ‘the flesh’, and ‘the world’, and the aoss - the
Spirit of Christ, who is in you, will surely make known to you. O soul, only believe
that this blesgng is for you! Christ belongs entirely to you. He longs to oltain full
posesson d you. He can and will possessyou through the Holy Spirit. But for this,
time is necessary. Oh, give him time in the inner chamber every day. You can rest

62



asared that he will fulfil his promise in you. ‘He that hath my commandments, and
keegoeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my
Father, and | will love him, and will manifest myself to him’ (John 14:21).

Persevere, in addition to all that you ask for yourself, in prayer for your congregation,
your church, your minister; for al believers; for the whole Church of God, that God
may strengthen them with power through his Spirit, so that Christ may dwell in their
heats by faith. Blessd time when the aaxswer comes! Continue in prayer. The Spirit
will reved and glorify Christ and hs love, Christ and hs cross ‘as the Lamb dlan
standing in the midst of the throne’.

THE CROSSAND THE FLESH

These two are deally enemies. The aoss desires to condemn and pu to deah ‘the
flesh’. ‘The flesh’ desires to cast aside and conquer the aoss Many, as they hea of
the aossas the indispensable preparation for the fullnessof the Holy Spirit, will find
out what there is in them which must yet be aqucified. We must understand that our
entire nature is entenced to deah and must become dead by the aoss so that the new
life in Christ may come to rule in us. We must obtain such an insight into the fallen
condtion d our nature and its enmity against God that we beamme willi ng, nay
desirous, to be wholly freed from it.

We must lean to say with Paul: ‘In me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth nogood thing’
(Romans 7:18). ‘ The canal mind is enmity against God: for it isnot subjed to the law
of God, reither indeed can be’ (Romans 8:7). It isits very esenceto hate God and hs
hay law. This is the wonder of redemption, that Christ has borne on the aoss the
judgment and curse of God on‘the flesh’, and hes forever nailed it to the aursed tree
If a man orly believes God's word abou this ‘cursed mind d the flesh’, and then
longs to be delivered from it, he leans to love the aoss as his deliverer from the
power of the enemy.

“Our old man is crucified’ with Christ, and ou one hope isto receve this by faith and
to hdd it fast. ‘They that are Christ’s have aucified the flesh’ (Galatians 5:24). They
have willi ngly dedared that they will daily regard ‘the flesh’ which is in them as the
enemy of God, the enemy of Christ, the enemy of their soul’s slvation, and will trea
it as having received its deserved reward in being nailed to the cross.

This is one part of the dernal redemption which Christ has brought to us. It is not
something which we can grasp with ou understanding or acomplish with ou
strength. It is sosmething which the Lord Jesus himself will give usif we ae willi ng to
abidein hisfellowship day by day, andto receve everything from him. It is something
which the Holy Spirit will tead us, and he will im part it to us as an experience, and
will show how he can give victory in the power of the adossover all that is of the
flesh.

THE CROSSAND THE WORLD

What the flesh is in the smallest circle of my own person, that the world is in the
larger circle of mankind. ‘The flesh’ and ‘the world’ are two manifestations of the
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same ‘god d thisworld,” whois srved by both. When the aossdeds with ‘the flesh’
asacarsed, we & oncediscover what the nature and paver of the world are. ‘They ...
hated bah me and my Father’ (John 1524). The proof of this was that they crucified
Christ. But Christ obtained the victory on the dossand freed us from the power of
‘the world’. And nawv we can say: ‘God forbid that | shoud glory, save in the adossof
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified urto me, and | unto the world’
(Galatians 4:14).

The adosswas to Paul every day a haly redity, bah in what he had to suffer from the
world andin the victory which the aossconstantly gave. Johnaso writes: ‘ The whaole
world lieth in wickedness (1 John 519). ‘Who is he that overcometh the world, bu
he that believeth that Jesus is the Son d God? This is he that came by water and
blood, even Jesus Christ ... Andit is the Spirit that beaeth witness because the Spirit
is truth’ (1 John 55-6). Against the two grea powers of the god d this world, God
has given us two gred powers from heaven, namely, the aossand the Spirit. greaest
victory with his hands and fed nailed to the aoss We &ide in the shadow of the
Almighty.
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CHAPTER 17
A TESTIMONY AND AN EPILOGUE

TESTIMONY

In the foll owing quaations from Starlight, by G. Sterrenberg, the gred truth abou the
crossis expressed in simple and powverful words. Let the dhapters on ‘ The Fell owship
of the Cross’ and ‘The Holy Spirit and the Cross’ especially be read.

Our Hea Christ took the lowest placeon the aoss and so He has marked ou for us
His members the lowest place The brightnessof God's glory (Hebrews 1:3) becane
the rejeded of men (Isaiah 533). Since that time the only right we have is to be the
last and the lowest. When we daim anything more we have nat yet rightly understood
the cross.

We seek for a higher life; we shall find it if we sink degoer into the aossfellowship
with ou Lord. God hes given the aucified One the highest place(Revelation 5. Shall
we not do the same? We do this when from hou to hou we ad as thase who are
crucified with him (Galatians 2:19-20). Thus we honour the crucified Lord.

We long for full victory. We find this as we more fully enter into the fellowship o His
cross The Lamb oltained His Almighty only so long as we aide under the shadow of
the adoss The aoss must be our home. There done ae we sheltered. We first
understand ou own crosswhen we have understood hs. And we desire to get so close
to it that we nat only view it but touch it, yes, still more that we take up the aoss and
so it becomes as meone has sid, an inner cross Then the adossas®rts itself in s,
and we eperience His power which espedally manifests itself in this, that we do nd
faint under it but carry it with joy.

What would Jesus be without His cross? His pierced fed have bruised the head of the
enemy, and His pierced hands have despailed him utterly (Matthew 12:29). What are
we withou the aoss? Do nd let the aossgo, bu had it fast. Do we think that we can
go by anather road than that He trod? Many can make no progress becaise they will
not take up the cross.

EPILOGUE

A single word to the reader concerning the disposition d mind to which this book
appeds! It isnot enowgh that one shoud understand and appropriate the thought of the
writer, and then rgjoice because of the new insight he has obtained and the pleasure
which knowledge has brought. There is ssmething else which is of grea importance. |
must surrender myself to the truth so that | shall be ready, with an undvided will,
immediately to perform all that | shall learn to be God’s will.

In abooksuch as this, deding with the life of prayer and hdden fell owship with God,
it isindispensable that we shoud be prepared to recave and oley al that we seeto be
acording to the word and will of God. Where this disposition is laking, knowledge
only serves to make the heat lesscgpable of recaving fuller life. Satan endeasours to
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beame master of the Christian’s inner chamber becaise he knows that if there has
been urfaithfulnessin prayer the testimony will bring but little lossto his kingdom.
Spiritual power to leal the unsaved to the Lord, o to buld upthe dildren of God,
will not be experienced under it. Persevering prayer, through which alone this power
comes, has been lacking.

The grea living question has been before many: shall we redly set ourselves to win
bad again the wegoon d believing prayer which Satan has, in a measure, taken away
from us? Let us st before ourselves the serious importance of this conflict. As far as
eah minister is concerned, everything depends on whether or not he is a man o
prayer - one who in the inner chamber must be dothed ead day with power from on
high. We, in common with the durch throughou the whaole world, have to complain
that prayer has not the placein ou service of God that it ought to have, acerding to
the will and promise of God and acmrding to the need of minister and congregation
and church.

The pulic conseaation which many a believer has been led to make of himself at
conferencesis not an easy thing. And even when the step is taken, dd custom, and the
power of the flesh, will tend to bring it to naught. The power of faith is not yet
vigorous. It will cost strife and saaifice to conquer the devil in the name of Christ.
Our churches are the battlefield where Satan will bring forth all his power to prevent
us from becoming men o prayer, powerful in the Lord to oltain the victory in heaven
and oneath. How much depends on this for ourselves, for our congregations, and for
the kingdom!

Do na be surprised if | say that it is with fea and trembling, and nd withou much
prayer, that | have written what | trust will help to encourage the brethren in the
conflict. It is with a feding of deg unworthinessthat | venture to dfer myself as a
guide to the inner chamber, which is the way to holiness and to fellowship with God.

Do na wonder that | have asked the Lord that he would give this booka placein some
inner chambers, and that he may asgst the reader, so that, as he sees what God' s will
is, he may immediately give himself up to the doing of it. In war, everything depends
on ead soldier being obedient to the word of command, even though it costs him his
life. In ou strife with Satan we shall not conquer unlessead ore of us halds himself
ready even in the reading of this Smple book,to say from the heat: ‘What God says |
will do; andif | seethat anything is acording to hiswill, | will immediately receve it
and act upon it.’

Do na wonder that | have written this testimony to remind the brethren that
everything depends on the spirit of surrender to immediate obedience in which we
read al that is sid acoording to the word of God. God grant that, in his grea grace
this book may prove abond d fellowship by which we may think of and help ore
another, and strengthen ead ather for the conflict in prayer by which the enemy may
be overcome and the life of God may be gloriously revealed!
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