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JOHN 15:1-12
1. |am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.

2. Every branch in me that beaeth na fruit he taketh away; and every branch that
beareth fruit, h@urgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

3. Now ye are clean through the word which | have spoken unto you.

4. Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch can na bea fruit of itself, except it
abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.

5. | am the vine, ye ae the branches: he that abideth in me, and | in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

6. If aman abide not in me, heis cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men
gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

7. If ye aide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it
shall be done unto you.

8. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.
9. As the Father hath loved me, so have | loved you: continue ye in my love.

10. If ye kegp my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as | have kept my
Father's commandments and abide in his love.

11. These things have | spoken urto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that
your joy might be full.

12. This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as | have loved you.



PREFACE

During the life of Jesus on eath, the word He diefly used when spe&ing of the
relations of the disciples to Himself was. “Follow me.” When abou to leave for
heaven, He gave them a new word, in which their more intimate and spiritual union
with Himself in glory should be expressed. That chosen word was: “Abide in me.”

It is to be feaed that there ae many eanest followers of Jesus from whom the
meaning of this word, with the blessed experience it promises, is very much hidden.
Whil e trusting in their Saviour for pardonand for help, and seeking to some extent to
obey Him, they have hardly redised to what closenessof union, to what intimacgy of
fellowship, to what wondrous oneness of life and interest, He invited them when He
said, “Abide in me.” This is not only an urspe&able loss to themselves, bu the
Church and the world suffer in what they lose.

If we ask the reason why thase who have indeed acceted the Saviour, and keen made
partakers of the renewing of the Holy Ghost, thus come short of the full salvation
prepared for them, | am sure the answer will in very many cases be, that ignoranceis
the cause of the unbelief that fail s of the inheritance If, in ou orthodo« Churches, the
abiding in Chrigt, the living union with Him, the experience of His daily and houly
presence and keeping, were preadied with the same distinctness and ugency as His
atonement and pardonthrough His blood, | am confident that many would be foundto
accept with gladness the invitation to such a life, and that its influence would be
manifest in their experienceof the purity and the power, the love and the joy, the fruit-
bearing, and all the blessedness which the Saviour connected with the abiding in Him.

It is with the desire to help those who have nat yet fully understood what the Saviour
meant with His command, a who have feaed that it was a life beyond their read,
that these meditations are now pulished. It is only by frequent repetition that a dild
leansitslesons. It is only by continuously fixing the mind for atime on some one of
the lessons of faith, that the believer is gradualy helped to take and thoroughly
assmilate them. | have the hope that to some, espedally young believers, it will be a
help to come and for a month day after day spell over the preaous words, “Abide in
me,” with the lessons conreded with them in the parable of the Vine. Step by step we
shall get to see how truly this promise-preceot is meant for us, how surely graceis
provided to enable us to oley it, how indispensable the experience of its blessng isto
a hedthy Christian life, and hov unspedkable the blessngs are that flow from it. As
we listen, and meditate, and pray as we surrender ourselves, and accept in faith the
whoale Jesus as He offers Himself to usin it - the Holy Spirit will make the word to be
spirit and life; this word o Jesus, too, will bemme to us the power of God urto
salvation, and through it will come the faith that grasps the long desired blessing.

| pray eanestly that our gradous Lord may be pleased to blessthis littl e book,to help
those who seek to know Him fully, as He has adlready blessed it inits original isuein
a different (the Dutch) language. | pray <till more eanestly that He would, by
whatever means, make the multitudes of His dea children who are still li ving divided
lives, to see how He daims them whadly for Himself, and hav the whoeheated
surrender to abide in Him alone brings the joy unspeable and full of glory. Oh, let
eat o uswho has begunto taste the swednessof thislife, yield hmself whally to be



awitnessto the grace ad paver of our Lord to kegp us united with Himself, and seek
by word and walk to win athers to follow Him fully. It is only in such fruit-beaing
that our own abiding can be maintained.

In conclusion, | ask to be permitted to give one word o adviceto my reader. It isthis.
It neals time to grow into Jesus the Vine: do nd exped to abide in Him unlessyou
will give Him that time. It is not enough to read God s Word, o meditations as here
offered, and when we think we have hald of the thoughts, and have asked God for His
blessng, to go ou in the hope that the blessng will abide. No, it needs day by day
time with Jesus and with God. We dl know the need o time for our meds ead day -
every workman claims his hou for dinner; the hurried eaing of so much foodis nat
enowgh. If we ae to live through Jesus, we must feed on Him (John 657); we must
thoroughly take in and assmilate that heavenly food the Father has given us in His
life. Therefore, my brother, who would lean to abide in Jesus, take time eabt day, ere
you real, and while you real, and after you read, to pu yourself into living contad
with the living Jesus, to yield yoursdlf distinctly and consciously to His blessed
influence so will you give Him the oppatunity of taking hald of you, d drawing you
up and keeping you safe in His almighty life.

And naw, to al God's children whom He dlows me the privilege of painting to the
Heavenly Vine, | offer my fraternal love and salutations, with the prayer that to ead
one of them may be given the rich and full experience of the blessednessof abiding in
Christ. And may the graceof Jesus, and the love of God, and the fellowship o the
Holy Spirit, be their daily portion. Amen.
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CHAPTER 1
ALL YOU WHO HAVE COME TO HIM

“Come unto me.” - Matthew 11:28

"Abide in me.” - John 15:4

It isto youwho have head and heakened to the cdl, “Come unto me,” that this new
invitation comes, “Abide in me.” The message wmes from the same loving Saviour.
Y ou doultlesshave never repented having come & His cdl. You experienced that His
word was truth; al His promises He fulfill ed; He made you partakers of the blessngs
and the joy of His love. Was not His welcome most heaty, His pardonfull and freg
His love most swed and predous? Y ou more than orce at your first coming to Him,
had reason to say, “The half was not told me.”

And yet you have had to complain o disagppantment: as time went on, your
expedations were not redised. The blessngs you orce anjoyed were lost; the love and
joy of your first meding with your Saviour, instead of degening, have become faint
and feeble. And diten you have wondered what the reason could be, that with such a
Saviour, so mighty and so loving, your experience of salvation shoud na have been a
fuller one.

The axswer isvery simple. You wandered from Him. The blessngs He bestows are dl
conreded with His “Come to ME,” and are only to be enjoyed in close fellowship
with Himself. You either did na fully understand, a did na rightly remember, that
the cdl meant, “Come to me to stay with me.” And yet this was in very deead His
objed and pupaose when first He cdl ed you to Himself. It was nat to refresh you for a
few short hous after your conversion with the joy of His love and celiverance and
then to send you forth to wander in sadnessand sin. He had destined you to something
better than a short-lived blessedness to be enjoyed orly in times of spedal eanestness
and prayer, and then to passaway, as you hed to return to those duties in which far the
greder part of life has to be spent. No, indeed; He had prepared for you an abiding
dwelli ng with Himself, where your whale life and every moment of it might be spent,
where the work of your daily life might be dore, and where dl the while you might be
enjoying unkroken communion with Himself. It was even this He meant when to that
first word, “Come to me,” He alded this, “Abide in me.” As eanest and faithful, as
loving and tender, as the compasson that breahed in that blessed “Come,” was the
gracethat added this no lessblessed “Abide.” As mighty as the atradion with which
that first word drew you, were the bond with which this sswond, ked you bu listened
to it, would have kept you. And as grea as were the blessngs with which that coming
was rewarded, so large, yea and much greder, were the treasures to which that
abiding would have given you access.

And olserve espeddly, it was not that He said, “ Come to me and abide with me,” but,
“Abide in me.” The intercourse was not only to be unkroken, bu most intimate and
complete. He opened His arms, to pressyou to His basom; He opened His heat, to
welcome you there; He opened upall His divine fullnessof life and love, and dfered
to take you upinto its fell owship, to make you whaly one with Himself. There was a
depth of meaning you can not yet realise in His words: “Abide IN ME.”



Andwith nolesseanestnessthan He had cried, “Come to me,” did He plea, had you
but naticed it, “Abide in me.” By every motive that had induced you to come, did He
beseed you to abide. Was it the fea of sin and its curse that first drew you? the
pardonyou recaved onfirst coming could, with all the blessngs flowing from it, ony
be mnfirmed and fully enjoyed onabiding in Him. Was it the longing to know and
enjoy the Infinite Love that was cdli ng you? The first coming gave but single drops to
taste - it is only the aiding that can redly satisfy the thirsty soul, and give to drink of
the rivers of pleasure that are & His right hand. Was it the weay longing to be made
freefrom the bondage of sin, to become pure and hdy, and so to find rest, the rest of
God for the soul? this too can only be redised as you abide in Him - only abiding in
Jesus gives rest in Him. Or if it was the hope of an inheritance in glory, and an
everlasting home in the presence of the Infinite One: the true preparation for this, as
well asits blessd foretaste in thislife, are granted orly to those who abide in Him. In
very truth, there is nothing that moved you to come, that does not plead with
thousandfold greaer force “Abide in Him.” You dd well to come; you do [etter to
abide. Who would, after seeking the King's palace be mntent to stand in the doar,
when he isinvited in to dwell in the King's presence, and share with Him in all the
glory of Hisroyal life? Oh, let us enter in and abide, and enjoy to the full all the rich
supply His wondrous love hath prepared for us!

Andyet | fea that there ae many who have indeed come to Jesus, and who yet have
mournfully to confessthat they know but little of this blessed abiding in Him. With
some the reason is, that they never fully understood that this was the meaning of the
Saviour’s cdl. With ahers, that though they head the word, they did na know that
such alife of abiding fellowship was passble, and indeed within their read. Others
will say that, though they did believe that such a life was possble, and seek after it,
they have never yet succealed dscovering the seaet of its attainment. And ahers,
again, das! will confessthat it istheir own urfaithfulnessthat has kept them from the
enjoyment of the blessng. When the Saviour would have kept them, they were nat
foundrealy to stay; they were not prepared to give up everything, and always, only,
wholly to side in Jesus.

To al such I come now in the name of Jesus, their Redeemer and mine, with the
blessed message: “Abide in me.” In His name | invite them to come, and for a season
meditate with me daily onits meaning, its lesons, its claims, and its promises. | know
how many, and, to the young believer, how difficult, the questions are which suggest
themselves in conredion with it. There is espedaly the question, with its various
aspeds, to the posshility, in the midst of weaying work and continual distradion, d

keegoing up, a rather being kept in, the &iding communion. | do nd undertake to
remove dl difficulties; this Jesus Christ Himself alone must do by His Holy Spirit.

But what | would fain by the graceof God ke permitted to dois, to repea day by day
the Master’ s blessed command, “Abide in me,” urtil it enter the heat and find a place
there, no more to be forgotten or negleded. | would fain that in the light of Holy
Scripture we shoud Meditate on its meaning, urtil the understanding, that gate to the
heat, opens to apprehend something of what it offers and expeds. So we shall

discover the means of its attainment, and lean to knov what keeps us from it, and
what can help usto it. So we shall fed its claims, and be compelled to adknowledge
that there can be no true dlegianceto ou King withou simply and heatily accepting
this one, too, d His commands. So we shall gaze on its blessedness urtil desire be



inflamed, and the will with al its energies be roused clam and psEss the
unspeakable blessing.

Come, my brethren, and let us day by day set ourselves a His fed, and meditate on
this word of His, with an eye fixed on Him alone. Let us st ourselves quiet trust
before Him, waiting to hea His haly voice - the still small voicethat is mightier than
the storm that rends the rocks - breahing its quickening spirit within us, as He spe&s:
“Abidein me.” The soul that truly heas Jesus Himself spe& the word, recaves with
the word the power to accept and to hold the blessing He offers.

And it may please Thee blessed Saviour, indeed, to spedk to us; let ead of us hea
Thy blessed vace May the feding of our degp neal, and the faith of Thy wondrous
love, combined with the sight of the wonderfully blessed life Thou art waiting to
bestow upon s, constrain us to listen and to oley, as often as Thou spedkest: “Abide
in me.” Let day by day the aaswer from our heat be deaer and fuller: “Blessd
Saviour, do abide in Thee.”



CHAPTER 2
AND YOU SHALL FIND REST TO YOUR SOULS

“Come unto me, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; and ye shall find rest to your souls.” - Matthew 11:28-29

Rest for the soul: Such was the first promise with which the Saviour sought to win the
heavy-laden sinner. Simple though it appeas, the promise is indeal as large and
comprehensive & can be found.Rest for the soul - does it not imply deliverance from
every fea, the suppy of every want, the fulfilment of every desire? And nav nothing
lessthan thisis the prize with which the Saviour woaos bad the wandering one, whois
mourning that the rest has not been so abiding or so full asit had hoped, to come badk
and abide in Him. Nothing but this was the reason that the rest has either not been
found, o, if found, las been disturbed or lost again: you dd na abide with, you dd
not abide in Him.

Have you ever naticed how, in the original invitation d the Saviour to come to Him,
the promise of rest was repeaed twice, with such a variation in the wndtions as
might have suggested that abiding rest could orly be foundin abiding neaness First
the Saviour says, “Come unto me, and | will give you rest”; the very moment you
come, and kelieve, | will give you rest, the rest of pardon and accetance, the rest in
my love. But we know that all that God bestows needs time to become fully our own;
it must be held fast, and appropriated, and assmilated into ou inmost being; withou
this not even Christ’s giving can make it our very own, in full experience and
enjoyment. And so the Saviour repeas His promise, in words which clealy spe&k nat
so much of the initial rest with which He welcomes the weay one who comes, bu of
the degper and personally appropriated rest of the soul that abides with Him. He now
nat only says, “Come unto me,” but “Take my yoke upon you and lean o me”;
bemme my schadlars, yield ouselves to my training, submit in al thingsto my will, let
your whale life be one with mine - in ather words, Abide in me. And then He alds,
nat only, “I will give,” but “ye shall find rest to your souls.” The rest He gave &
coming will becme something you have redly foundand made your very own - the
deegoer the aiding rest which comes from longer acquaintance and closer fellowship,
from entire surrender and degoer sympathy. “Take my yoke, and lean of me,” “ Abide
in me” - this is the path to abiding rest.

Do na these words of the Saviour discover what you have perhaps often sought in
vain to know, how it is that the rest you at times enjoy is © dten lost. It must have
been this: you had na understood hav entire surrender to Jesus is the seaet of perfed
rest. Giving up ore' s whale life to Him, for Him aone to rule and ader it; taking up
His yoke, and submitting to be led and taught, to lean of Him; abiding in Him, to be
and doony what He will s - these ae the @mndtions of discipleship withou which
there can be no thought of maintaining the rest that was bestowed onfirst coming to
Christ. Therest isin Christ, and nd something He gives apart from Himself, and so it
is only in having Him that the rest can really be kept and enjoyed.

It is because so many a yourg believer fails to lay had o this truth that the rest so
spedlily passes away. With some it is that they redly did na know; they were never



taught how Jesus claims the undvided allegiance of the whoe heat and life; how
there is nat a spat in the whale of life over which He does not wish to reign; how in
the very least things His disciples must only seek to please Him. They did na know
how entire the mnseaation was that Jesus claimed. With athers, who hed some idea
of what avery hay life aChristian owght to lead, the mistake was a diff erent one: they
coud na believe such alife to be apossble dtainment. Taking, and keaing, and
never for a moment laying aside the yoke of Jesus, appeaed to them to require such a
strain of effort, and such an amourt of goodress as to be dtogether beyond their
read. The very ideaof aways, al the day, abiding in Jesus, was too hgh - something
they might attain to after alife of holinessand growth, bu certainly not what a feeble
beginner was to start with. They did na know how, when Jesus sid, “My yoke is
easy,” He spoke the truth; how just the yoke gives the rest, becaise the moment the
soul yields itself to oley, the Lord Himself gives the strength and joy to doit. They
did na naticehow, when He said, “Lean of me,” He alded, “I am meek and lowly in
heat,” to asaure them that His gentlenesswould med their every need, and kea them
as amother beas her feeble diild. Oh, they did na know that when He said, “Abide
in me,” He only asked the surrender to Himself, His amighty love would hdd them
fast, and keg and Hess them. And so, as me had erred from the want of full

conseaation, so these failed because they did na fully trust. These two, conseaation
and faith, are the esential elements of the Christian life - the giving up al to Jesus,

the recaving all from Jesus. They are implied in eat aher; they are united in the one
word - surrender. A full surrender isto obey as well as to trust, to trust as well asto
obey.

With such misunderstanding at the outset, it is nowonder that the disciple life was not
one of such joy or strength as had been hoped. In some things you were led into sin
withou knowing it, becaise you had na leaned honv whaly Jesus wanted to rule
you, and hav you could na keep right for a moment unlessyou hed Him very nea
you. In aher things you krew what sin was, bu had na the power to conguer,
becaise you dd na know or believe how entirely Jesus would take dharge of you to
ke and to help you. Either way, it was not long before the bright joy of your first
love was lost, and your path, instead of being like the path of the just, shining more
and more unto the perfed day, becane like Israd’ s wandering in the desert ever onthe
way, never very far, and yet always coming short of the promised rest. Weay soul,
since so many yeas driven to and fro like the panting hart, O come and lean this day
the leson that there is a spot where safety and Mictory, where peace ad rest, are
always sure, and that that spot is always open to thee - the heart of Jesus.

But, alas! | hea someone say, it isjust this abiding in Jesus, aways beaing His yoke,
to lean of Him, that is © dfficult, and the very effort to attain to this often dsturbs
the rest even more than sin o the world. What a mistake to spe& thus, and yet how
often the words are head! Does it weay the travell er to rest in the house or on the bed
where he seeks repose from his fatigue? Or is it alabou to alittle dhild to rest in its
mother’sarms? Is it not the house that kegps the travell er within its elter? do nd the
arms of the mother sustain and keep the littl e one? And so it is with Jesus. The soul
has but to yield itself to Him, to be still and rest in the wnfidence that His love has
undertaken, and that His faithfulnesswill perform, the work of keeing it safe in the
shelter of Hisbosom. Oh, it is becaise the blesgng is 2 gred that our littl e heats can
nat rise to apprehend it; it is as if we can na believe that Christ, the Almighty One,
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will in very deal tead and keg us al the day. And yet this is just what He has
promised, for withou this He can nd redly give usrest. It is as our heat takes in this
truth that, when He says, “Abidein me,” “Lean of me,” Heredly meansit, and that it
is His own work to kegp us abiding when we yield ouselves to Him, that we shall
venture to cast ourselves into the ams of His love, and abandon ouselves to His
blessed keeping. It is naot the yoke, bu resistanceto the yoke, that makes the difficulty;
the whole-heated surrender to Jesus, as at once our Master and ou Keeper, finds and
secures the rest.

Come, my brother, and let us this very day commence to accept the word of Jesus in
al smplicity. It isadistinct command this: “ Take my yoke, and lean of me,” “ Abide
inme. “ A command has to be obeyed. The obedient schalar asks no gestions abou
posshiliti es or results; he accets every order in the cnfidence that his teader has
provided for al that is needed. The power and the perseverance to abide in the rest,
and the blesgng in abiding - it belongs to the Saviour to seeto this; ‘tis mine to okey,
‘tis His to provide. Let us this day in immediate obedience accpt the coommand, and
answer baldly, “Saviour, | abidein Thee At Thy bidding | take Thy yoke; | undertake
the duty withou delay; | abide in Thee” Let ead consciousnessof failure only give
new urgency to the mmmand, and tead us to listen more eanestly than ever till the
Spirit again give us to hea the voice of Jesus sying, with a love and authority that
inspire both hope and oledience “Child, abide in me.” That word, listened to as
coming from Himself, will be an end d al doulting - a divine promise of what shall
surely be granted. And with ever-increasing simplicity its meaning will be interpreted.
Abiding in Jesus is nathing but the giving up d oneself to be ruled and taught and led,
and so resting in the arms of Everlasting Love.

Blessd rest! the fruit and the foretaste and the fell owship of God' s own rest! found d
them who thus come to Jesus to abide in Him. It is the peaceof God, the grea cam of
the dernal world, that passeth al understanding, and that keeps the heat and mind.
With this graceseaured, we have strength for every duty, courage for every strugdle, a
blessing in every cross, and the joy of life eternal in death itself.

O my Saviour! if ever my heat shoud doult or fea again, as if the blessng were too
gred to exped, or too high to attain, let me hea Thy voiceto quicken my faith and
obedience “Abide in me”; “Take my yoke uponyou, and lean of me; ye shal find
rest to your souls.”
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CHAPTER 3
TRUSTING HIM TO KEEP YOU

“I follow after, if that | may apprehend that for which |
also am apprehended of Christ Jesus.” - Philippians 3:12

More than ore almitsthat it isasaaed duy and a blessed privilege to abide in Chrigt,
but shrinks badk continually before the question: Is it possble, a life of unkroken
fellowship with the Saviour? Eminent Christians, to whom speda oppatunities of
cultivating this grace have been granted, may attain to it; for the large mgority of
disciples, whose life, by adivine gppantment, is 0 fully occupied with the dfairs of
this life, it can scarce be expeded. The more they hea of this life, the degoer their
sense of its glory and Hessedness and there is nothing they would na saaificeto be
made partakers of it. But they are too weak, too unfaithful - they never can attain to it.

Dea souls! how littl e they know that the aiding in Christ is just meant for the we&k,
and so beautifully suited to their feebleness It is nat the doing of some grea thing,
and daes not demand that we first lead a very hoy and devoted life. No, it is smply
wedknessentrusting itself to a Mighty One to be kept - the unfaithful one cating self
on One who is altogether trustworthy and true. Abiding in Him is nat a work that we
have to doas the cndtion for enjoying His salvation, bu a cnsenting to let Him do
al for us, andin us, and through us. It isawork He does for us the fruit and the power
of His redeaming love. Our part is sSmply to yield, to trust, and to wait for what He
has engaged to perform.

It is this quiet expedation and confidence, resting on the word of Christ that in Him
there is an abiding placeprepared, which is 0 sadly wanting among Christians. They
scarce take the time or the troulde to redise that when He says “Abide IN ME,” He
offers Himself, the Kegper of Israd that sumbers not nor slegos, with all His power
and love, as the living home of the soul, where the mighty influences of His gracewill

be stronger to keep than al their feeblenessto lead astray. The ideathey have of grace
is this that their conversion and pardon are God' s work, bu that now, in gratitude to
God, it is their work to live & Christians, and follow Jesus. There is aways the
thought of a work that has to be done, and even though they pray for help, still the
work is theirs. They fail continually, and become hopeless and the despondency only
increases the helplessiess No, wandering one; as it was Jesus who dew you when He
spake “Come,” so it is Jesus who kegs you when He says “Abide.” The graceto
come ad the graceto abide ae dike from Him alone. That word Come, head,
meditated on,accepted, was the wrd of love that drew you ngh; that word Abide is
even so the band with which He halds you fast and linds you to Himself. Let the soul

but take time to listen to the voice of Jesus. “In me,” He says, “is thy place- in my
amighty arms. It is| who love theeso, who spea Abide in me; surely thou canst trust
me.” The voice of Jesus entering and dwelling in the sou can na but cdl for the
response: “Yes, Saviour, in Thee | can, | will abide.”

Abide in me: These words are no law of Moses, demanding from the sinful what they

can na perform. They are the ommand d love, which is ever only a promise in a
different shape. Think of this until all feding of burden and fea and despair pass
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away, and the first thought that comes as you hea of abiding in Jesus be one of bright
and joyous hope: it isfor me, | know | shall enjoy it. You are not under the law, with
its inexorable Do, bu under grace with its blessed Believe what Christ will do for
you. And if the question ke aked, “But surely there is something for us to do?’ the
answer is, “Our doing and working are but the fruit of Christ’swork in us.” It is when
the soul beaomes utterly passve, looking and resting on what Christ isto do,that its
energies are stirred to their highest adivity, and that we work most effecduall y because
we know that He works in us. It is as we seein that word IN ME the mighty energies
of love reading out after us to have us and to hdd us, that al the strength of our will
is roused to abide in Him.

This conredion ketween Christ’'s work and ou work is beautifully expressd in the
words of Paul: “I follow after, if that | may apprehend that where-unto | also am
apprehended of Christ Jesus.” It was becaise he knew that the mighty and the faithful
One had grasped him with the glorious purpose of making him one with Himself, that
he did his utmost to grasp the glorious prize. The faith, the experience, the full
aswurance, “Christ hath apprehended me,” gave him the cmurage and the strength to
presson and apprehend that where-unto he was apprehended. Each new insight of the
grea end for which Christ had apprehended and was holding him, roused him afresh
to aim at nothing less.

Paul’ s expresson, and its applicaion to the Christian life, can be best understood if
we think of afather helping his child to mount the side of some stegp predpice The
father stands abowve, and hes taken the son by the hand to help him on. He paoints him
to the spot on which he will help him to pant his fed, as he legs upward. The leg
would be too high and dangerous for the dhild alone; but the father’s hand is his trust,
and he legsto get had of the paint for which his father has taken hdd o him. It is
the father’s grength that seaures him and lifts him up, and so urges him to use his
utmost strength.

Such is the relation ketween Christ and you, O we&k and trembling believer! Fix first
your eyes on the where-unto for which He has apprehended you. It is hathing lessthan
alife of abiding, unlroken fellowship with Himself to which He is seking to lift you
up. All that you have drealy receved - pardon and peace the Spirit and His grace-
are but preliminary to this. And all that you seepromised to you in the future holiness
and fruitfulness and glory everlasting - are but its natura outcome. Union with
Himself, and so with the Father, is His highest objed. Fix your eye on this, and gaze
until it stand ou before you clea and ummistakable: Christ's aim is to have me
abiding in Him.

And then let the second thought enter your heat: Unto this 1 am apprehended of
Christ. His amighty power hath laid hdd on me, and dfers now to lift me up to
where He would have me. Fix your eyes on Christ. Gaze on the love that beans in
those g/es, and that asks whether you can na trust Him, who sought and found and
brought you ngh, nowv to keep you. Gaze on that arm of power, and say whether you
have reason to be assured that He is indeed able to keep you abiding in Him.

And as you think o the spat whither He paints the blessed where-unto for which He
apprehended you and keep your gaze fixed onHimself, hdding you and waiting to lift
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you up,O say, could you nd this very day take the upward step, and rise to enter upon
this blessd life of abiding in Christ? Yes, begin at once and say, “O my Jesus, if
Thou biddest me, and if Thou engagest to lift and keg me there, | will venture.
Trembling, but trusting, | will say: Jesus, | do abide in Thee. “

My beloved fell ow-beli ever, go, and take time done with Jesus, and say thisto Him. |
dare not spe&k to you abou abiding in Him for the mere sake of cdling forth a
pleasing religious entiment. God's truth must at once be aded on. O yield yourself
this very day to the blessed Saviour in the surrender of the one thing He asks of you:
give up yourself to abide in Him. He Himself will work it in you. You can trust Him
to keep you trusting and abiding.

Andif ever doulds again arise, or the bitter experience of fail ure tempt you to despair,
just remember where Paul foundHis drength: “1 am apprehended of Jesus Christ.” In
that asaurance you have afountain of strength. From that you can look upto the
where-unto on which He has st His heat, and set yours there too. From that you
gather confidencethat the goodwork He bath begun He will also perform. Andin that
condense you will gather courage, day by day, afresh to say, “ “1 follow on, that | may
also apprehend that for which | am apprehended o Christ Jesus.” It is becaise Jesus
has taken hdd of me, and because Jesus kegxs me, that | dare to say: Saviour, | abide
in Thee.”
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CHAPTER 4
ASTHE BRANCH IN THE VINE

“l am the vine, ye are the branches.” - John 15:5

It was in conredion with the parable of the Vine that our Lord first used the
expresson, “Abide in me.” That parable, so simple, and yet so rich in its teading,
gives us the best and most complete illustration o the meaning of our Lord's
command, and the union to which He invites us.

The parable teadies us the nature of that union. The conredion between the vine and
the branch is aliving one. No external, temporary union will suffice no work of man
can effed it: the branch, whether an ariginal or an engrafted ore, is such ony by the
Creaor's own work, in virtue of which the life, the sap, the fathess and the
fruitfulnessof the vine mmmunicae themselves to the branch. And just so it is with
the believer too. His union with his Lord is nowork of human wisdom or human will
but an ad of God, by which the dosest and most complete life-union is effeded
between the Son d God and the sinner. “God heth sent forth the Spirit of His Soninto
your heats.” The same Spirit which dwelt and still dwellsin the Son, lecomes the life
of the believer; in the unity of that one Spirit, and the fellowship o the same life
which isin Christ, he is one with Him. As between the vine and lranch, it is alife-
union that makes them one.

The parable teades us the completenessof the union. So close is the union ketween
the vine and the branch, that ead is nothing withou the other, that ead is whally and
only for the other.

Withou the vine the branch can do nahing. To the vine it owes its right of placein
the vineyard, its life and its fruitfulness And so the Lord says, “Withou me ye can do
nathing.” The believer can eat day be pleasing to God orly in that which he does
through the power of Christ dwellingin him. The daily inflowing of the life-sap of the
Holy Spirit is hisonly power to bring forth fruit. He lives alonein Him and is for ead
moment dependent on Him alone.

Withou the branch the vine can dso do ndhing. A vine withou branches can bea no
fruit. No lessindispensable than the vine to the branch, is the branch to the vine. Such
is the wonderful condescension d the grace of Jesus, that just as His people ae
dependent on Him, He has made Himself dependent on them. Withou His disciples
He can na dispense His blessng to the world; He can na offer sinners the grapes of
the hearenly Canaan. Marvel nat! It is His own appantment; and this is the high
honou to which He has cdled His redeamed ores, that as indispensable & He is to
them in heaven, that from Him their fruit may be found, so indispensable ae they to
Him on eath, that through them His fruit may be found.Believers, meditate on this,
until your soul bows to worship in presence of the mystery of the perfed union
between Christ and the believer.

There is more: as neither vine nor branch is anything withou the other, so is neither
anything except for the other.
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All the vine possesses belongs to the branches. The vine does not gather from the soll
itsfatnessand its svednessfor itself - al it hasis at the disposal of the branches. Asiit
isthe parent, so it is the servant of the branches. And Jesus, to whom we owe our life,
how completely does He give Himself for us and to us: “The glory Thou gavest me, |
have given them”; “He that believeth in me, the works that | do shall he do also; and
greaer works dhal hedo.” All Hisfullnessand al Hisriches are for theg O believer;
for the vine does nat live for itself, kegxs nothing for itself, bu exists only for the
branches. All that Jesus is in hearen, He is for us: He has no interest there separate
from ours; as our representative He stands before the Father.

And all the branch passesss belongs to the vine. The branch does not exist for itself,
but to bea fruit that can proclam the excdlence of the vine: it has no resson o
existence ecept to be of service to the vine. Glorious image of the cdling of the
believer, and the entireness of his conseaation to the service of his Lord. As Jesus
gives Himself so whaly over to him, he feds himself urged to be whaly his Lord's.
Every power of his being, every moment of hislife, every thought and feding, belong
to Jesus, that from Him and for Him he may bring forth fruit. As he redises what the
vine is to the branch, and what the branch is meant to be to the vine, he feds that he
has but one thing to think of andto live for, and that is, the will, the glory, the work,
the kingdom of his blessed Lord - the bringing forth of fruit to the glory of His name.

The parable teadies us the objed of the union. The branches are for fruit and fruit
alone. “Every branch that beaeth na fruit He taketh away.” The branch neels leaves
for the maintenance of its own life, and the perfedion o its fruit: the fruit itself it
beas to give avay to those aound.As the believer entersinto his cdli ng as a branch,
he sees that he has to forget himself, and to live entirely for his fellowmen. To love
them, to seek for them, and to save them, Jesus came: for this every branch onthe
Vine has to live a much as the Vine itsalf. It is for fruit, much fruit, that the Father
has made us one with Jesus.

Wondous parable of the Vine - unwelling the mysteries of the Divine love, of the
heavenly life, of the world of Spirit - how little have | understood thed Jesus the
living Vine in heaven, and | the living branch oneath! How littl e have | understood
how grea my need, bu also how perfed my claim, to al His fullnesd How little
understood, hav grea His need, bu also how perfed His claim, to my emptinesd Let
me, in its beautiful light, study the wondous union between Jesus and His people,
until it becomes to me the guide into full communion with my beloved Lord. Let me
listen and kelieve, urtil my whole being cries out, “Jesus is indeal to me the True
Vine, beaing me, nouishing me, supdying me, using me, and filli ng me to the full to
make me bring forth fruit abundantly.” Then shall | not fea to say, “I am indeel a
branch to Jesus, the True Vine, abiding in Him, resting on Him, waiting for Him,
serving Him, and living only that through me, too, He may show forth the riches of
His grace, and give His fruit to a perishing world.”

It is when we try thus to understand the meaning of the parable, that the blessed
command spoken in conredion with it will come home to us in its true power. The
thought of what the vineisto the branch, and Jesus to the believer, will give new force
to the words, “Abide in me!” It will be & if He says, “Think, soul, hov completely |
belong to thee | have joined myself inseparably to thee all the full nessand fatness of

16



the Vine aethinein very dead. Now thou orce at in me, be asdured that al | haveis
whdly thine. It is my interest and my honou to have thee afruitful branch; only
Abidein me. Thouart we&, but | am strong; thou art poar, but | am rich. Only abide
in me; yield thyself whaly to my teading and rule; simply trust my love, my grace
my promises. Only believe; | am whdly thine; | am the Vine, thou art the branch.
Abide in me.

What sayest thou, Omy soul? Shall | longer hesitate, or withhdd consent? Or shall |
nat, instead of only thinking how hard and haw difficult it is to live like abranch of
the True Vine, because | thought of it as something | had to accomplish - shall | not
now begin to look uponit as the most blessed and joyful thing under heaven? Shall |
nat believe that, now | once an in Him, He Himself will kegp me and enable me to
abide? On my part, abiding is nothing but the accetance of my pasition, the mnsent
to be kept there, the surrender of faith to the strong Vine still to hdd the feeble
branch. Yes, | will, | do abide in Thee, blessed Lord Jesus.

O Saviour, how unspedable is Thy love! “Such knavledge istoo wonderful for me: it
is high, | can na attain urto it.” | can orly yield myself to Thy love with the prayer
that, day by day, Thouwouldest unfold to me somewhat of its predous mysteries, and
so encourage and strengthen Thy loving disciple to do what his heat longs to do
indeed - ever, only, wholly to abide in Thee.
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CHAPTERS
ASYOU CAME TO HIM, BY FAITH

“As ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him: rooted and built
up in Him, and established in the faith, abounding therein.” - Colossians 2:6-7

In these words the gostle teadies us the weighty leson, that it is nat only by faith that
we first come to Christ and are united to Him, bu that it is by faith that we aeto be
rooted and established in ou union with Christ. Not less esentia than for the
commencement, is faith for the progressof the spiritua life. Abiding in Jesus can ony
be by faith.

There ae eanest Christians who do nd understand this; or, if they admit it in theory,
they fail to redise its application in pradice They are very zedous for a free gospdl,
with ou first acceptance of Christ, and justificaion by faith alone. But after this they
think everything depends on ou diligence and faithfulness While they firmly grasp
the truth, “The sinner shall be justified by faith,” they have hardly found a placein
their scheme for the larger truth, “The just shall live by faith.” They have never
understood what a perfed Saviour Jesus is, and hav He will ead day do for the
sinner just as much as He did the first day when he cane to Him. They know naot that
the life of graceis aways and orly alife of faith, and that in the relationship to Jesus
the one daily and urceaing duty of the disciple isto believe, becaise believing is the
one dannel through which dvine grace ad strength flow out into the heat of man.
The old nature of the believer remains evil and sinful to the last; it is only as he daily
comes, al empty and helpless to his Saviour to receve of His life and strength, that
he can bring forth the fruits of righteousnessto the glory of God. Thereforeit is. “As
ye have recaved Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him: rooted in Him, and
established in the faith, aboundng therein.” Asyou cameto Jesus, so abide in Him, by
faith.

And if you would knov how faith is to be exercised in thus abiding in Jesus, to be
rooted more deeoly and firmly in Him, you have only to look lad to the time when
first youreceved Him. Y ou remember well what obstades at that time there gopeaed
to be in the way of your believing. There was first your vilenessand guilt: it appeaed
impossble that the promise of pardonand love @muld be for such a sinner. Then there
was the sense of weaknessand ceah: you felt not the power for the surrender and the
trust to which youwere cdled. And then there was the future: you dared na undertake
to be adisciple of Jesus while you felt so sure that you could na remain standing, bu
would spedlily again be unfaithful and fall. These difficulties were like mourntainsin
your way. And hav were they removed? Simply by the word of God. That word, as it
were, compell ed you to believe that, nawithstanding quilt i n the past, and wegnessin
the present, and urfaithfulnessin the future, the promise was sure that Jesus would
accept and save you. On that word you ventured to come, and were not decaved: you
found that Jesus did indeed accept and save.

Apply this, your experience in coming to Jesus, to the aiding in Him. Now, as then,

the temptations to ke you from believing are many. When you think of your sins
since you kecane adisciple, your heat is cast down with shame, and it looks as if it
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were too much to exped that Jesus shoud indeed receve you into perfed intimacy
and the full enjoyment of His hay love. When you think how utterly, in times past,
you have faled in keging the most saaed vows, the @nsciousness of present
wegkness makes you tremble & the very idea of answering the Saviour’s command
with the promise, “Lord, from henceforth | will abide in Thee “ And when you set
before yourself the life of love and joy, of hdiness and fruitfulness which in the
future aeto flow from abiding in Him, it isas if it only serves to make you still more
hopeless you, a least, can never attain to it. You knav yourself toowell. It isno wse
expedaing it, ony to be disappanted; alife fully and whally abiding in Jesusis nat for
you.

Oh that you would lean a leson from the time of your first coming to the Saviour!
Remember, dea soul, how you then were led, contrary to all that your experience, and
your fedings, and even your sober judgment said, to take Jesus at His word, and hawv
you were not disappanted. He did recave you, and pardonyou; He did love you, and
save you - you knaw it. And if He did this for you when you were an enemy and a
stranger, what think you, nav that you are His own, will He nat much more fulfil His
promise? Oh that you would come and kegin simply to listen to His word, and to ask
only the one question: Does He redly mean that | shoud abide in Him? The answer
His word givesis 9 simple and so sure: By His amighty graceyou nowv are in Him;
that same dmighty gracewill i ndeed enable you to abide in Him. By faith you becane
partakers of the initial grace by that same faith you can enjoy the continuows graceof
abiding in Him.

And if you ask what exadly it is that you nov have to believe that you may abide in
Him, the answer is nat difficult. Believe first of all what He says: “I am the Vine.”
The safety and the fruitfulness of the branch depend uponthe strength o the vine.
Think na so much of yourself as a branch, na of the aiding as your duty, urtil you
have first had your soul fill ed with the faith of what Christ as the Vine is. He redly
will be to you al that a vine can be - hading you fast, nouishing you, and making
Himself every moment resporsible for your growth and your fruit. Take time to know,
set yourself heatily to believe: My Vine, on whom | can depend for al | ned, is
Christ. A large, strong vine beas the feeble branch, and hdds it more than the branch
halds the vine. Ask the Father by the Holy Ghost to reved to you what a glorious,
loving, mighty Christ thisis, in whom you have your place ad your life; it is the faith
in what Christ is, more than anything else, that will keep you abiding in Him. A soul
filled with large thoughts of the Vine will be a strong branch, and will abide
confidently in Him. Be much occupied with Jesus, and believe much in Him, as the
True Vine.

And then, when Faith can well say, “He is my Vine,” let it further say, “I am His
branch, | am in Him.” | spe& to those who say they are Christ’s disciples, and on
them | can nd too eanestly pressthe importance of exercising their faith in saying, “I
am in Him.” It makes the aiding so simple. If | redise dealy as | meditate: Now |
am in Him, | see & oncethat there is nothing wanting but just my consent to be what
He has made me, to remain where He has placal me. 1 am in Christ: This smple
thought, carefully, prayerfully, believingly uttered, removes al difficulty as if there
were some grea attainment to be readed. No, 1 am in Christ, my blessed Saviour.
His love has prepared a home for me with Himself, when He says, “Abide in my
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love”; and His power has undertaken to keep the doar, and to kegp meiin, if | will but
consent. 1 am in Christ: | have now but to say, “Saviour, | bless Thee for this
wondous grace | consent; | yield myself to Thy gradous keeiing; | do abide in
Thee.”

It is astonishing how such afaith will work out al that is further implied in abiding in
Christ. Thereisin the Christian life grea nead of watchfulnessand d prayer, of self-
denial and d striving, of obedience and d diligence But “all things are possble to
him that believeth.” “ Thisisthe victory that overcometh, even ou faith.” It isthe faith
that continually closes its eyes to the weaknessof the aeaure, and finds its joy in the
sufficiency of an Almighty Saviour, that makes the soul strong and glad. It gives itself
up to be led by the Holy Spirit into an ever degoer appredation d that wonderful
Saviour whom God keth given us - the Infinite Immanuel. It follows the leading of the
Spirit from page to page of the blessed Word, with the one desire to take eab
revelation d what Jesus is and what He promises as its nouishment and its life. In
acordancewith the promise, “if that which ye have head from the beginning abide in
you, ye shall aso abide in the Father and the Son,” it lives by every word that
procealeth out of the mouth of God. And so it makes the soul strong with the strength
of God, to be and to do all that is needed for abiding in Christ.

Believer, you would abide in Christ: only believe. Believe dways; believe now. Bow
even now before your Lord, and say to Him in childlike faith, that becaise He is your
Vine, and you are His branch, you will this day abide in Him.

NOTE

“l am the True Vine.” He who dfers us the privilege of an acdua union with Himself
isthe grea | AM, the dmighty God, who uphads all things by the word of His power.
And this amighty God reveds Himself as our perfed Saviour, even to the
unimaginable extent of seeking to renew our fallen natures by grafting them into His
own Divine nature.

“To redise the glorious Deity of Him whose cdl sounds forth to longing heats with
such excealing swedness is no small step towards gaining the full privilege to which
we ae invited. But longing is by itself of no wse; till | esscan there be any profit in
reading of the blessed results to be gained from a dose and personal union with our
Lord, if we believe that union to be pradicdly beyond ou read. His words are meant
to be aliving, an eternal, predous redity. And this they can never become unlesswe
are sure that we may reasonably exped their accomplishment. But what could make
the acomplishment of such an idea possble - what coud make it reasonable to
suppcse that we poar, week, selfish creaures, full of sin and full of failures, might be
saved ou of the crruption d our nature and made partakers of the haliness of our
Lord - except the fad, the marvell ous, urelterable fad, that He who poposesto us ©
grea atransformation is Himself the everlasting God, as able & He is willi ng to fulfil
His own word. In meditating, therefore, uponthese utterances of Christ, containing as
they do the very esence of His teading, the very concentration d His love, let us, at
the outset, pu away al tendency to doult. Let us not allow ourselves © much as to
guestion whether such erring disciples as we ae can be enabled to attain the haliness
to which we ae cdled through a dose and intimate union with ou Lord. If there be
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any impaosshbility, any falling short of the proposed blessedness it will arise from the
ladk of eanest desire on ou part. Thereisnoladk in any resped on His part who pus
forth the invitation; with GOD there can be no shortcoming in the fulfilment of His
promise.” The Life of Fellowship: Meditations on John 15:1-11, by A. M. James.

It is perhaps necessary to say, for the sake of young or doulting Christians, that there
is mething more necessary than the dfort to exercise faith in eat separate promise
that is brought under our notice What is of even greaer importanceis the alltivation
of a trustful dispaosition towards God, the habit of always thinking of Him, of His
ways and His works, with bright confiding hopefulness In such soil alone can the
individual promises grike root and grow up. In a little work pulished by the Traa
Society, Encouragements to Faith, by James Kimball, there will be found many most
suggestive and helpful thouwghts, al pleading for the right God hes to clam that He
shall be trusted. The Christian’s Seaet of a Happy Life is anather littl e work that has
been a gred help to many. Its bright and bugant tone, its loving and urceaing
repetition d the keynate - we may indeed depend onJesus to doall He has said, and
more than we can think - has breahed hope and joy into many a heat that was aimost
realy to despair of ever getting on. In Frances Havergal’s Kept, for the Master's Use,
there is the same healthful, hope-inspiring tone.
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CHAPTER 6
GOD HIMSELF HASUNITED YOU TO HIM

“Of God are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from God, both
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption.” - 1 Corinthians R3@. (margin)

“My Father is the husbandman.” - John 15:1

Ye ae in Christ Jesus.” The believers at Corinth were il feeble and carnal, only
babes in Christ. And yet Paul wants them, at the outset of his teading, to know
distinctly that they are in Christ Jesus. The whale Christian life depends on the dea
consciousness of our pasition in Christ. Most essentia to the aiding in Christ is the
daily renewal of our faith’s assurance “1 am in Christ Jesus.” All fruitful preading to
believers must take this as its starting point: “Ye are in Christ Jesus.”

But the gaostle has an additional thought, of dmost greaer importance “OF GOD are
ye in Christ Jesus.” He would have us not only remember our union to Christ, but
spedally that it isnot our own dang, bu the work of God Himself. Asthe Holy Spirit
teades us to redise this, we shall seewhat a source of assurance and strength it must
become to ws. If it is of God alone that | am in Christ, then God Himself, the Infinite
One, becomes my security for all | can need or wish in seeking to abide in Christ.

Let me try to understand what it means, this wonderful “OF GOD in Christ.” In
bewmming partakers of the union with Christ, there is a work God daces and a work we
have to do. God daes His work by moving us to do our work. The work of God is
hidden and silent; what we do is omething distinct and tangible. Conversion and
faith, prayer and oledience are cnscious ads of which we can give a ¢ea acourt;
whil e the spiritua quickening and strengthening that come from above ae seaet and
beyondthe reat of human sight. And so it comes that when the believer tries to say,
“l am in Christ Jesus,” he looks more to the work he did, than to that wondrous ®aet
work of God by which he was united to Christ. Nor can it well be otherwise & the
commencement of the Christian course. “I know that | have believed,” is a valid
testimony. But it is of grea consequence that the mind shoud be led to seethat at the
bad of our turning, and kelieving, and accepting of Christ, there was God s amighty
power doing its work - inspiring our will, taking possesson d us, and carrying out its
own pupose of love in panting us into Christ Jesus. As the believer enters into this,
the divine side of the work of salvation, e will |ean to praise axd to worship with
new exultation, and to rejoice more than ever in the divinenessof that salvation e has
been made partaker of. At ead step he reviews, the song will come, “This is the
Lord’s doing” - Divine Omnipotence working out what Eternal Love had devised.
“OF GOD | am in Christ Jesus.”

The words will lead him even further and higher, even to the depths of eternity.
“Whom He hath predestinated, them He dso cdled.” The cdling in time is the
manifestation d the purpose in eternity. Ere the world was, God hed fixed the eye of
His overeign love onyouin the dedion d grace and chasen you in Christ. That you
know yourself to bein Christ, is the stepping stone by which you rise to understand in
its full meaning the word, “OF GOD | am in Christ Jesus.” With the prophet, your
language will be, “The Lord hath appeaed o old urto me: yea | have loved theewith

22



an everlasting love, therefore with loving kindnesshave | drawn thee” And you will
reagnise your own salvation as a part of that “mystery of His will, acaording to the
good geasure of His will which He purposed in Himself,” and join with the whole
body of believers in Christ as these say, “In whom we dso have obtained an
inheritance, being predestinated acording to the purpose of Him who worketh all
things after the coursel of His own will.” Nothing will more exalt free grace and
make man bow very low before it, than this knowledge of the mystery “OF GOD in
Christ.”

It is easy to seewhat a mighty influence it must exert on the believer who seeks to
abide in Christ. What a sure standing goundit gives him, as he rests his right to
Christ and al His fullnesson ndhing lessthan the Father’s own pupose and work!
We have thought of Christ asthe Vine, and the believer as the branch; let us nat forget
that other predous word, “My Father is the husbandman.” The Saviour said, “Every
plant which my heavenly Father hath na planted, shall be rooted up’; but every
branch grafted by Him in the True Vine, shal never be plucked ou of His hand. Asit
was the Father to whom Christ owed al He was, andin whom He had all His drength
and Hislife asthe Vine, so to the Father the believer owes his place ad hs saurity in
Christ. The same love and dglight with which the Father watched owver the beloved
Son Himself, watch over every member of His body, every one who is in Christ Jesus.

What confident trust this faith inspires - not only as to the being kept in safety to the
end, bu spedaly as to the being able to fulfil in every point the objed for which |
have been unted to Christ. The branch is as much in the darge and keeoing of the
husbandman as the vine; his honou as much concerned in the well-being and growth
of the branch as of the vine. The God who chose Christ to be Vine fitted Him
thoroughly for the work He had as Vine to perform. The God who has chosen me and
planted me in Christ, has thereby engaged to seaure, if | will but let Him, by yielding
myself to Him, that | in every way be worthy of Jesus Christ. Oh that | did but fully
redise this! What confidence and ugency it would give to my prayer to the God and
Father of Jesus Christ! How it would quicken the sense of dependence, and make me
see that praying without ceaing is indeed the one nead of my life - an urceaing
waiti ng, moment by moment, onthe God who hes united me to Chrigt, to perfea His
own divine work, to work in me both to will and to do of His good pleasure.

And what a motive this would be far the highest adivity in the maintenance of a
fruitful branch-lifel Motives are mighty powers; it is of infinite importance to have
them high and clea. Here surely is the highest: “Y ou are God s workmanship, creded
in Christ Jesus unto goodworks’: grafted by Him into Christ, urnto the bringing forth
of much fruit. Whatever God creaes is exquisitely suited to itsend. He aeded the sun
to givelight: how perfedly it doesits work! He aeaed the e/e to see how beautifull y
it fulfils its objed! He aeaed the new man urto good works: how admirably it is
fitted for its purpose.

OF GOD I am in Christ: creaed anew, made abranch o the Vine, fitted for fruit-
beaing. Would to God that believers would ceae looking most at their old neture,
and complaining of their wegness as if God cdled them to what they were urfitted
for! Would that they would believingly and joyfully accept the wondrous revelation o
how God, in uriting them to Christ, has made Himself chargeadle for their spiritua
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growth and fruitfulnesd How all sickly hesitancy and sloth would disappea, and
under the influence of this mighty motive - the faith in the faithfulness of Him of
whom they are in Christ - their whole nature would rise to accept and fulfil their

glorious destiny!

O my soul! yield yourself to the mighty influence of this word: “OF GOD ye ae in
Christ Jesus.” It is the same GOD of WHOM Christ is made dl that He is for us, of
WHOM we dso arein Christ, and will most surely be made what we must be to Him.
Take time to meditate and to worship, urtil the light that comes from the throne of
God hes shoreinto you, and you have seen your unionto Christ as indeed the work of
His amighty Father. Take time, day after day, and let, in your whale religious life,
with all it has of clams and duies, of neeads and wishes, God ke everything. See
Jesus, as He spe&s to you, “Abide in me” pointing upward and saying, “My
FATHER IS THE HUSBANDMAN Of Him you are in me, through Him you abide in
me, and to Him and to His glory shall be the fruit you kea.” And let your answer be,
Amen, Lord! So be it. From eternity Christ and | were ordained for eat cther;
inseparably we belong to ead ather: it is God s will; | shall abide in Christ. It is of
God | am in Christ Jesus.
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CHAPTER 7
ASYOUR WISDOM

“Of God are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from God, both
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption.” - | Corinthians.1R3@.(margin)

Jesus Christ is not only Priest to puchase, and King to seaure, but also Prophet to
reved to us the salvation which God keth prepared for them that love Him. Just as at
the aeaion the light was first cdled into existence, that in it al God's other works
might have their life and keauty, so in ou text wisdom is mentioned first as the
treasury in which are to be foundthe three predous gifts that follow. The life is the
light of man; it isin reveding to us, and making us behald the glory of God in His
own face that Christ makes us partakers of eterna life. It was by the tree of
knowledge that sin came; it is through the knowledge that Christ gives that salvation
comes. Heis made of God urto us wisdom. In Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge.

And d God you are in Him, and have but to abide in Him, to be made partaker of
these treasures of wisdom. In Him you are, and in Him the wisdom is; dwelling in
Him, you dwell in the very fourtain of al li ght; abiding in Him, you have Christ the
wisdom of God lealing your whale spiritua life, and ready to communicae, in the
form of knowledge, just as much asis needful for youto know. Christ is made unto us
wisdom: you are in Christ.

It is this conredion ketween what Christ has been made of God to us, and hav we
have it only as aso being in Him, that we must lean to understand better. We shall
thus seethat the blesgngs prepared for usin Christ can na be obtained as geaa gifts
in answer to prayer apart from the aiding in Him. The answer to eat prayer must
come in the doser union and the deeper abiding in Him; in Him, the unspe&kable gift,
all other gifts are treasured up, the gift of wisdom and knowledge too.

How often have you longed for wisdom and spiritual understanding that you might
know God letter, whom to knaw islife @ernal! Abide in Jesus: your life in Him will
lead you to that fell owship with God in which the only true knowledge of Godisto be
had. His love, His power, His infinite glory will, as you abide in Jesus, be so reveded
as it hath na entered into the heat of man to concave. You may not be ale to grasp
it with the understanding, or to expressit in words; but the knowledge which is degoer
than thoughts or words will be given - the knowing of God which comes of being
known o Him. “We preat Christ crucified urto them which are cdled, Christ the
power of God, and the wisdom of God.”

Or you would fain court al things but lossfor the excdlency of the knowledge of
Jesus Christ your Lord. Abide in Jesus, and be foundin Him. You shall know Him in
the power of His resurredion and the fellowship o His sufferings. Following Him,
you shall not walk in darkness bu have the light of life. It is only when God shines
into the heat, and Christ Jesus dwell s there, that the light of the knowledge of God in
the face of Christ can be seen.
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Or would you uncerstand hs blessed work, as He wrought it on eath, a works it
from heaven by His Spirit? Would you knov how Christ can become our
righteousness and ou sanctificaion, and redemption? It is just as bringing, and
reveding, and communicating these that He is made unto us wisdom from God. There
are athousand questions that at times come up, and the dtempt to answer them
bemmes aweainessand a burden. It is becaise you have forgotten you are in Chrigt,
whom God hes made to be your wisdom. Let it be your first care to abide in Him in
undvided fervent devotion d heat; when the heat and the life ae right, rooted in
Christ, knowledge will come in such measure a Christ’s own wisdom sees med. And
withou such abiding in Christ the knowledge does nat redly profit, but is often most
hurtful. The soul satisfies itself with thoughts which are but the forms and images of
truth, withou receving the truth itself in its power. God' s way is ever first to give us,
even though it be but as a seed, the thing itself, the life and the power, and then the
knowledge. Man seeks the knowledge first, and dten, alas! never gets beyondit. God
gives us Christ, and in Him hid the treasures of wisdom and knawvledge. O let us be
content to passessChrist, to dwell in Him, to make Him our life, and orly in a degper
seaching into Him, to seach and find the knowledge we desire. Such knowledge is
life indeed.

Therefore, believer, abide in Jesus as your wisdom, and exped from Him most
confidently whatever teading you may need for alife to the glory of the Father. In all
that concerns your spiritual life, abide in Jesus as your wisdom. The life you have in
Christ is athing of infinite saaedness far too high and hdy for you to knonv how to
ad it out. It is He done who can guide you, as by a seaet spiritua instinct, to knav
what is beaoming your dignity as a child of God, what will help and what will hinder
your inner life, and spedally your abiding in Him. Do na think of it as amystery or a
difficulty you must solve. Whatever questions come up as to the posshility of abiding
perfedly and unnterruptedly in Him, and d redly obtaining al the blessng that
comes from it, always remember: He knows, al is perfedly clea to Him, and He is
my wisdom. Just as much as you reed to knav and are cgable of apprehending, will
be communicated, if you ony trust Him. Never think o the riches of wisdom and
knowledge hid in Jesus as treasures withou a key, or of your way as a path withou a
light. Jesus your wisdom is guiding you in the right way, even when you do not see it.

In al your intercourse with the blessed Word, remember the same truth: abide in
Jesus, your wisdom. Study much to know the written Word; but study more to know
the living Word, in whom you are of God. Jesus, the wisdom of God, is only known
by alife of implicit confidence and oledience The words He spe&ks are spirit and life
to those who live in Him. Therefore, ead time you read, o hea, or meditate uponthe
Word, ke caeful to take up your true position. Redise first your oneness with Him
who is the wisdom of God; know yourself to be under His dired and spedal training;
go to the Word abiding in Him, the very fourtain o divine light - in His light you
shall see light.

In al your daily life its ways and its work, abide in Jesus as your wisdom. Y our body
and your daily life share in the grea savation: in Christ, the wisdom of God,
provision hes been made for their guidance too. Your body is His temple, your daily
life the sphere for glorifying Him: it is to Him a matter of deep interest that all your
eathly concerns $ioud be guided aright. Only trust His sympathy, believe His love,
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and wait for His guidance - it will be given. Abiding in Him, the mind will be cdmed
and fread from pasgon, the judgment cleaed and strengthened, the light of hearen
will shine on eathly things, and your prayer for wisdom, like Solomon's, will be
fulfilled above what you ask or think.

And so, espeaaly in any work you dofor God, abide in Jesus as your wisdom. “We
are aeded in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God teth before ordained that we
shoud walk inthem”; let al fea or doult lest we shoud na know exadly what these
works are, be put far away. In Christ we ae aeaed for them: He will show us what
they are, and hav to dothem. Cultivate the habit of rgoicing in the ssuurancethat the
divine wisdom is guiding you, even where you do not yet see the way.

All that you can wish to knaw is perfedly clea to Him. As Man, as Mediator, He has
accessto the wunsels of Delty, to the seaets of Providence in your interest, and on
your behalf. If you will but trust Him fully, and abide in Him entirely, you can be
confident of having unerring guidance.

Yes, abide in Jesus as your wisdom. See&k to maintain the spirit of waiting and
dependence, that dways ®eks to lean, and will not move but as the heavenly light
leads on. Withdraw yourself from all needlessdistradion, close your eas to the voices
of the world, and ke & a docile leaner, ever listening for the heavenly wisdom the
Master has to teat. Surrender al your own wisdom; seek a degp conwviction d the
utter blindressof the natural understanding in the things of God; and bdh as to what
you have to believe and have to do,wait for Jesus to tead and to guide. Remember
that the teating and guidance @mme not from withou: it is by His life in us that the
divine wisdom does His work. Retire frequently with Him into the inner chamber of
the heat, where the gentle voice of the Spirit isonly head if al be still . Hold fast with
unshaken confidence, even in the midst of darknessand apparent desertion, His own
aswrance that He is the light and the leader of His own. And live, abowve dl, day by
day in the blessd truth that, as He Himself, the living Christ Jesus, is your wisdom,
your first and last care must ever be this aone - to abide in Him. Abiding in Him, His
wisdom will come to you as the sportaneous outflowing of alife rooted in Him. | am,
| abide in Christ, who was made unto us wisdom from God; wisdom will be given me.
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CHAPTER 8
ASYOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS

“Of God are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from God, both
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption.” - 1 Corinthians R3@. (margin)

The first of the grea blessngs which Christ our wisdom reveds to us as prepared in
Himself, is righteousness. It is not difficult to see why this must be first.

There can be nored prosperity or progressin a nation, ahome, or asoul, uniessthere
be peace As nat even amadine can doits work unlessit bein rest, seaured onagood
foundition, quetnessand asaurance ae indispensable to our moral and spiritual well -
being. Sin had dsturbed al our relations; we were out of harmony with ouselves,
with men, and with God. The first requirement of a salvation that shoud redly bring
blessednessto us was peace And peace ca orly come with right. Where everything is
as God would have it, in God's order and in harmony with His will, there done can
peacereign. Jesus Christ came to restore peaceon eath, and peacein the soul, by
restoring righteousness Because He is Melchizedek, King of righteousness He reigns
as King of Salem, King of peace(Hebrews 7:2). He so fulfil s the promise the prophets
held ou: “A king shall reign in righteousness and the work of righteousness $al be
peace and the dfeda of righteousness quetness and asaurance forever” (Isaiah
321,17). Christ is made of God urto us righteousness of God we ae in Him as our
righteousness we ae made the righteousnessof Godin Him. Let us try to uncerstand
what this means.

When first the sinner is led to trust in Christ for salvation, ke, as arule, looks more to
His work than His person.

As he looks at the Cross and Christ suffering there, the Righteous One for the
unrighteous, he sees in that atoning deah the only but sufficient foundition for his
faith in God's pardoning mercy. The substitution, and the arse-beaing, and the
atonement of Christ dying in the stead of sinners, are what give him peace And as he
understands how the righteousness which Christ brings becomes his very own, and
how, in the strength of that, he is counted righteous before God, e feds that he has
what he needs to restore him to God' s favour: “Being justified by faith, we have peace
with God.” He se&ksto wea this robe of righteousnessin the ever renewed faith in the
glorious gift of righteousness which has been bestowed upon him.

But as time goes on, and he seeks to grow in the Christian life, new neeals arise. He
wants to understand more fully how it is that God can thus justify the ungody on the
strength o the righteousness of ancther. He finds the answer in the wonderful
teading of Scripture & to the true union d the believer with Christ as the second
Adam. He sees that it is because Christ had made Himself one with His people, and
they were one with Him; that it was in perfed acordancewith al law in the kingdom
of nature and d heaven, that eath member of the body shoud have the full benefit of
the doing and the suff ering as of the life of the head. And so heisled to fed that it can
only bein fully redising his personal union with Christ as the Head, that he can fully
experience the power of His righteousnessto kring the soul into the full favour and
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fellowship of the Holy One. The work of Christ does nat become lesspredous, bu the
Person d Christ more so; the work leads up into the very heat, the lose andthe life of
the God-man.

And this experience sheds its light again uponScripture. It leads him to ndice what
he had scarceremarked before, how distinctly the righteousnessof God, as it beames
ours, is conreded with the Person d the Redeamer. “This is His name whereby HE
shal be cdled, JEHOVAH OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS” “IN JEHOVAH have |
righteousness and strength.” “ OF God is HE made unto us righteousness” “ That we
might be made the righteousness of God IN HIM.” “That | may be found IN HIM,
having the righteousness of God.” He sees how inseparable righteousnessand life in
Christ are from eat aher: “The righteousness of one @mes upon al unto
justificdion d life.” “ They which receve the gift of righteousness $all reign in life
by one, Jesus Christ.” And he understands what deg meaning thereisin the key-word
of the Epistle to the Romans: “The righteous all live by faith.” He is nat now
content with ony thinking of the imputed righteousness as his robe; but, puting on
Jesus Christ, and seeking to be wrapped upin, to be dothed uponwith Himself and
Hislife, he feds how completely the righteousnessof God s his, becaise the Lord our
righteousnessis his. Before he understoodthis, he too dten felt it difficult to wea his
white robe dl the day: it was as if he speaally had to pu it on when he cane into
God's presence to confess his sns, and see&k new grace But now the living Christ
Himself is his righteousness- that Christ who watches over, and keeps and loves us as
His own; it is no longer an imposshility to walk al the day enrobed in the loving
presence with which He covers His people.

Such an experience leads 4dill further. The life and the righteousness are inseparably
linked, and the believer becomes more nscious than before of a righteous nature
planted within him. The new man creaed in Christ Jesus, is “creded in righteousness
andtrue hainess” “ He that doeth righteousnessis righteous, even as He is righteous.”
The union to Jesus has effeded a diange not only in the relation to God, bu in the
personal state before God. And as the intimate fellowship to which the union has
opened up the way is maintained, the growing renewal of the whole being makes
righteousness to be his very nature.

To a Christian who begins to see the deg meaning of the truth, “HE is made to us
righteousness” it is hardly necessary to say, “Abide in Him.” As long as he only
thought of the righteousness of the substitute, and ou being cournted judicialy
righteous for His sake, the dsolute necessty of abiding in Him was not apparent. But
as the glory of “Jehovah ou righteousness' unfolds to the view, he sees that abiding
in Him persondly is the only way to stand, at all times, complete and acceted before
God, as it is the only way to redise how the new and righteous nature can be
strengthened from Jesus our Head. To the penitent sinner the chief thouwght was the
righteousness which comes through Jesus dying for sin; to the intelligent and
advancing believer, Jesus, the Living One, through whom the righteousnesscomes, is
everything, because having Him he has the righteousness too.

Believer, abide in Christ as your righteousness You kea abou with you a nature

altogether corrupt and wle, ever seeking to rise up and darken your sense of
acceptance and d accessto unkroken fell owship with the Father. Nothing can enable
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you to dwell and walk in the light of God, withou even the shadow of a doud
between, bu the habitual abiding in Christ as your righteousness To this you are
cdled. Seek to walk worthy of that cdling. Yield yourself to the Holy Spirit to reved
to you the wonderful gracethat permits you to draw nigh to God, clothed in a divine
righteousness Take time to redise that the King's own robe has indeal been pu on,
and that in it you reed na fea entering His presence It is the token that you are the
man whom the King delights to honou. Take time to remember that as much as you
nedl it in the palace nolessdo you require it when He sends you forth into the world,
where you are the King's messenger and representative. Live your daily life in the full
consciousness of being righteous in God's sght, an oljea of delight and deasure in
Christ. Conred every view you have of Christ in His other graces with this first one:
“Of God He is made to you righteousness” This will keep you in perfed peace Thus
shall you enter into, and dwell in, the rest of God. So shall your inmost being be
transformed into being righteous and dang righteousness In your heat and life it will
bemme manifest where you dwvell; abiding in Jesus Christ, the Righteous One, you
will share His position, His charader, and His blessedness “Thou lovest
righteousness and hatest iniquity: therefore God, thy God, heth anointed theewith the
oil of gladness above thy fellows.” Joy and gladness above measure will be your
portion.
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CHAPTER9
ASYOUR SANCTIFICATION

“Of God are ye in Christ Jesus, who has made unto us wisdom from God, both
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption.” - 1 Corinthians R3@. (nargin)

“Paul unto the Church of God which is at Corinth to them that are sanctified in Christ
Jesus, cdled to be saints’; thus the chapter opens in which we ae taught that Christ is
our sanctification. In the Old Testament, believers were cdled the righteous; in the
New Testament they are cdl ed saints, the haly ones, sanctified in Christ Jesus. Holy is
higher than righteous. Holy in God hes reference to His inmost being; righteous, to
His dedings with His creaures. In man, righteousness is but a stepping stone to
haliness It isin this he can approach most nea to the perfedion d’ God (compare
Matthew5:48; 1 Peter 1:16). In the Old Testament righteousness was found, while
halinesswas only typified; ill Jesus Christ, the Holy One, andin His people, His saints
or holy ones, it is first realised.

As in Scripture, and in ou text, so in persona experience righteousness preceales
haliness When first the believer finds Christ as his righteousness he has sich joy in
the new-made discovery that the study of halinesshardly has a place But as he grows,
the desire for holinessmakes itself felt, and he seeks to knowv what provision hs God
has made for supdying that need. A superficial acquaintancewith God's plan leals to
the view that whil e justificaion is God s work, by faith in Christ, sanctificaionis our
work, to be performed under the influence of the gratitude we fed for the deliverance
we have experienced, and by the ad of the Holy Spirit. But the eanest Christian soon
finds how littl e gratitude can supgy the power. When he thinks that more prayer will
bring it, he finds that, indispensable & prayer is, it is not enough. Often the believer
struggles hopelesdy for yeas, urtil he listens to the teating of the Spirit, as He
glorifies Christ again, and reveds Christ, our sanctificaion, to be gpropriated by
faith alone.

Christ is made of God urto us sanctification. Holinessis the very nature of God, and
that alone is haly which God takes possesson d and fill s with Himself. God' s answer
to the question, How could sinful man becme haly? is, “Christ, the Holy One of
God.” In Him, whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, God' s hdlinesswas
reveded incarnate, and krought within read of man. “I sanctify myself for them, that
they also may be sanctified in truth.” There is no aher way of our becoming haly, but
by becming partakers of the hadiness of Christ.” And there is no aher way of this
taking placethan by our personal spiritual union with Him, so that through His Holy
Spirit His haly life flows into us. “Of God are ye in Christ, who is made unto us
sanctificaion.” Abiding by faith in Christ our sanctificaion is the simple seaet of a
haly life. The measure of sanctificaionwill depend onthe measure of abiding in Him;
as the soul leans whaly to abide in Christ, the promise is increasingly fulfill ed: “The
very God of peace sanctify you wholly.”

To illustrate this relation ketween the measure of the aiding and the measure of

sanctificaion experienced, let us think of the grafting atree that instructive symbad of
our union to Jesus. The illustration is suggested by the Saviour’s words, “Make the
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treegood,and hsfruit good.” | can graft atreeso that only asingle branch beas good
fruit, while many of the natural branches remain, and bea their old fruit - a type of
believer in whom a small part of thelifeis sanctified, bu in whom, from ignorance or
other reasons, the canal life still i n many respeds has full dominion. | can graft atree
so that every branch is cut off, and the whole treebecmes renewed to bea goodfruit;
and yet, unless| watch over the tendency of the stems to give sprouts, they may again
rise and grow strong, and, roblking the new graft of the strength it neeads, make it we&k.
Such are Christians who, when apparently powerfully converted, forsake dl to foll ow
Christ, and yet after a time, through unwatchfulness allow old habits to regain their
power, and whose Christian life and fruit are but feedle. But if | want a treewhaly
made good, | take it when young, and, cutting the stem clean off onthe ground,| graft
it just where it emerges from the sail. | watch ower every bud which the old neture
could passbly put forth, urtil the flow of sap from the old roats into the new stem is
so complete, that the old life has, as it were, been entirely conquered and covered by
the new. Here | have atree etirely renewed emblem of the Christian who hesleant in
entire @mnseaation to surrender everything for Christ, and in a wholeheated faith
wholly to abide in Him.

If, in thislast case, the old treewere areasonable being that could co-operate with the
gardener, what would his language be to it? Would it nat be this: “Yield nov yourself
entirely to this new nature with which | have invested you; repressevery tendency of
the old nature to give buds or sprouts; let all your sap and al your life-powers rise up
into this graft from yonder beautiful treg which | have put on you; so shall you kring
forth swed and much fruit.” And the language of the treeto the gardener would be:
“When you graft me, O spare not a single branch; let everything of the old self, even
the small est bud, ke destroyed, that | may no longer live in my own, bu in that other
life that was cut off and lrought and pu uponme, that | might be whaly new and
good” And, orce gain, could you afterwards ask the renewed treg as it was beaing
abundant fruit, what it could say of itse