HUMILITY

by

Andrew Murray



PREFACE

There ae threegrea motives that urge us to humility. It beaomes me & a aedure, as
asinner, asasaint. The first we seein the heavenly haosts, in urfallen man, in Jesus as
Son d Man. The semndappedsto usin ou falen state, and pants out the only way
through which we can return to ou right place a creaures. In the third we have the
mystery of grace which teades us that, as we lose ourselves in the overwhelming
greanessof redeeming love, humility beaomes to us the mnsummation d everlasting
blessedness and adoration.

In ou ordinary religious teading, the secnd asped has been too exclusively put in
the foreground, so that some have esen gone to the extreme of saying that we must
kee sinning if we ae indeal to kegp humble. Others again have thowght that the
strength of self-condemnation is the seaet of humility. And the Christian life has
suffered loss where believers have not been dstinctly guided to seethat, even in ou
relation as credures, nahing is more natural and keautiful and Hessed than to be
nathing, that God may be dl; or where it has nat been made dea that it is nat sin that
humbles most, bu grace and that it is the soul, led through its snfulness to be
occupied with God in His wonderful glory as God, as Creaor and Redeemer, that will
truly take the lowest place before Him.

In these meditations | have, for more than ore reason, amost exclusively direded
attention to the humility that becomes us as credures. It is nat only that the mnredion
between humility and sin is $ abundantly set forth in all our religious teading, bu
becaise | believe that for the fullness of the Christian life it is indispensable that
prominence be given to the other asped. If Jesus is indead to be our example in His
lowliness we nedad to understand the principles in which it was roated, and in which
we find the common ground onwhich we stand with Him, and in which ou likeness
to Him is to be atained. If we ae indeal to be humble, na only before God bu
towards men, if humility isto be our joy, we must seethat it is not only the mark of
shame, becaise of sin, bu, apart from al sin, a being clothed uponwith the very
beauty and Hessdnessof hearen and d Jesus. We shall seethat just as Jesus found
His glory in taking the form of a servant, so when He said to us, “Whosoever would
be first among you, shall be your servant,” He simply taught us the blessed truth that
there is nathing so dvine and heavenly as being the servant and helper of al. The
faithful servant, who reaognises his paosition, finds a red pleasure in supgying the
wants of the master or his guests. When we seethat humility is something infinitely
degoer than contrition, and accept it as our participation in the life of Jesus, we shall
begin to lean that it is our true nokility, and that to proveit in being servants of al is
the highest fulfilment of our destiny, as men created in the image of God.

When | look badk uponmy own religious experience, or round uponthe Church of
Christ in the world, | stand amazed at the thought of how littl e humility is ought after
as the distinguishing feaure of the discipleship of Jesus. In preading and living, in
the daily intercourse of the home and socid life, in the more spedal fellowship with
Christians, in the diredion and performance of work for Christ - alas! how much proof
there is that humility is not esteemed the cadinal virtue, the only root from which the
graces can grow, the one indispensable wndtion d true fellowship with Jesus. That it
shoud have been passble for men to say of thase who clam to be seeking the higher



holiness, that the profession has not been accompanied with increasing humility, is a
loud call to all earnest Christians, however much or little truth there be in the charge,
to prove that meekness and lowliness of heart are the chief mark by which they who
follow the meek and lowly Lamb of God are to be known.
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CHAPTER 1
HUMILITY - THE GLORY OF THE CREATURE

“They shall cast their crowns before the throne, so saying: Worthy art Thou, our Lord
and our God, to receive the glory, and the honour and the power: for Thou didst create
all things, and because of Thy will then are, and were created.” - Revelation 4:11

When God creaed the universe, it was with the one objed of making the aeaure
partaker of His perfedion and Hessedness and so showing forth in it the glory of His
love and wisdom and powver. God wished to reved Himself in and through creaed
beings by communicaing to them as much o His own goodress and glory as they
were cgable of recaving. But this communicaion was nat a giving to the aedure
something which it could passessin itself, a cetain life or goodress of which it had
the dharge and dsposal. By no means. But as God is the ever-living, ever-present,
ever-ading One, who uphddeth al things by the word of His power, and in whom all
things exist, the relation d the aeaure to God could orly be one of unceasing,
absolute, unversal dependence As truly as God by His power once geded, so truly
by that same power must God every moment maintain. The aedure has not only to
look badk to the origin and first beginning of existence and adknowledge that it there
owes everything to God; its chief care, its highest virtue, its only happiness now and
through all eternity, isto present itself an empty vessl, in which God can dwell and
manifest His power and goodness.

The life God kestows is imparted na once for al, bu eady moment continuously, by
the unceaing operation o His mighty power. Humility, the place of entire
dependence on God, is, from the very nature of things, the first duty and the highest
virtue of the creature, and the root of every virtue.

And so pride, or the lossof this humility, is the roct of every sin and evil. It was when
the now fall en angels began to look uponthemselves with self-complacency that they
were led to dsobedience and were cat down from the light of hearen into ouer
darkness Even so it was, when the serpent breahed the poison d his pride, the desire
to be & God, into the heats of our first parents, that they too fell from their high
estate into al the wretchednessin which man is now sunk. In heaven and eath, pride,
self-exaltation, is the gate and the birth, and the aurse, of hell. (SeeNote “A” at end d
chapter.)

Hence it follows that nothing can be our redemption, bu the restoration d the lost
humility, the original and orly true relation d the aedure to its God. And so Jesus
cameto bring humility bad to eath, to make us partakers of it, and by it to save us. In
heaven He humbled Himself to become man. The humility we seein Him possessed
Him in heaven; it brought Him, He brought it, from there. Here on eath “He humbled
Himself, and kecane obedient unto deah”; His humility gave His deah its vaue, and
so becane our redemption. And nav the salvation He imparts is nothing less and
nathing else than a ommunicaion d Hisown life and deah, His own dspasition and
spirit, His own humility, as the ground and root of His relation to God and His
redeeming work. Jesus Christ took the place ad fulfilled the destiny of man, as a
creaure, by Hislife of perfed humility. His humility is our salvation. His slvationis
our humility.



And so the life of the saved ores, of the saints, must neals bea this samp o
deliverance from sin, and full restoration to their origina state; their whole relation to
God and man marked by an all pervading humility. Withou this there can be no true
abiding in God's presence, or experience of His favour and the power of His Spirit;
without this no abiding faith, a love or joy or strength. Humility is the only soil in
which the graces roat; the ladk of humility is the sufficient explanation d every defed
and failure. Humility is not so much a graceor virtue dong with ahers; it is the roat
of al, becaise it done takes the right attitude before God, and all ows Him as God to
do all.

God hes 9 constituted us as reasonable beings, that the truer the insight into the red
nature or the asolute need of a ommand, the readier and fuller will be our obedience
to it. The cdl to humility has been too littl e regarded in the Church becaise its true
nature and importance has been too littl e goprehended. It is not a something which we
bring to God, a He bestows; it is smply the sense of entire nathingness which comes
when we seehow truly Godis all, andin which we make way for Godto be dl. When
the aedure redises that this is the true nohility, and consents to be with hiswill, his
mind, and his affedions, the form, the ves=l in which the life and glory of God are to
work and manifest themselves, he sees that humility is smply adknowledging the
truth of his position as creature, and yielding to God His place.

In the life of eanest Christians, of those who pusue and profess haliness humility
ought to be the diief mark of their uprightness It is often said that it is not so. May
nat one reason ke that in the teading and example of the Church, it has never had that
placeof supreme importancewhich belongsto it? And that this, again, is owing to the
neglea of this truth, that strong as sn is as a motive to humility, there is one of still
wider and mightier influence, that which makes the angels, that which made Jesus,
that which makes the haliest of saints in heaven, so humble; that the first and chief
mark of the relation d the aedure, the seaet of his blessedness is the humility and
nothingness which leaves God free to be all?

| am sure there ae many Christians who will confessthat their experience has been
very much like my own in this, that we had long known the Lord withou redising that
meeknessand lowlinessof heat are to be the distinguishing fedure of the disciple &
they were of the Master. And further, that this humility is not athing that will come of
itself, bu that it must be made the objea of spedal desire and prayer and faith and
pradice As we study the word, we shall see what very distinct and dt-repedaed
instructions Jesus gave His disciples on this paint, and hav slow they were in
understanding Him. Let us, a the very commencement of our meditations, admit that
there is nothing so natural to man, nahing so insidious and hidden from our sight,
nothing so dfficult and dangerous, as pride. Let us fed that nothing but a very
determined and persevering waiting on God and Christ will discover how lacking we
are in the graceof humility, and hav impotent to oldain what we seek. Let us sudy
the dharader of Christ until our souls are fill ed with the love and admiration o His
lowliness And let us believe that, when we ae broken dowvn under a sense of our
pride, and ou impotence to cast it out, Jesus Christ Himself will come in to impart
this grace too, as a part of His wondrous life within us.



NOTE A

“All thisisto make it known the region d eternity that pride can degrade the highest
angels into devils, and humility raise fallen flesh and dood to the thrones of angels.
Thus, thisis the grea end d God raising a new creaion ou of afallen kingdom of
angels: for this end it stands in its gate of war betwixt the fire and pride of falen
angels, and the humility of the Lamb of God, that the last trumpet may soundthe grea
truth through the depths of eternity, that evil can have no beginning but from pride,
and noend bu from humility. The truth is this. Pride may die in you, a nothing of
heaven can live in you. Under the banner of the truth, give yourself up to the meek and
humble spirit of the haly Jesus. Humility must sow seed, o there can be noreging in
Heaven. Look nd at pride only as an unkecoming temper, na at humility only as a
decent virtue: for the one is deah, and the other islife; the oneis al hell, the other is
al heaven. So much as you have of pride within you, you have of the falen angels
alive in you, so much as you have of true humility, so much you have of the Lamb o
God within you. Could you see what every stirring of pride does to your soul, you
would beg of everything you med to tea the viper from you, though with the lossof a
hand a an eye. Could you seewhat a swed, divine, transforming power there is in
humility, how it expels the poison d your nature, and makes room for the Spirit of
God to live in you, you would rather wish to be the footstod of al the world than
want the small est degreeof it.” - Spirit of Prayer, Part 2, page 73, Edition d Moreton,
Canterbury, 1893.



CHAPTER 2
HUMILITY - THE SECRET OF REDEMPTION

“Have this mind in you which was also in Christ Jesus: who emptied Himself;
taking the form of a servant; and humbled Himself; becoming obedient
even unto death. Wherefore God also highly exalted Him.” - Philippians 2:5-9

No tree ca grow except on the roat from which it sprang. Through al its existence it
can orly live with the life that was in the seed that gave it being. The full
apprehension d this truth in its application to the first and the Second Adam can na
but help us grealy to understand bdh the nead and the nature of the redemption there
IS in Jesus.

The Ned - When the Old Serpent, he who had been cast out from heaven for his
pride, whaose whale nature a devil was pride, spoke his words of temptation into the
ea of Eve, these words caried with them the very poison d hell. And when she
listened, and yielded her desire and her will to the prosped of being as God, knaving
good and evil, the poison entered into her soul and Hood and life, destroying forever
that blessed humility and dependence upon God which would have been ou
everlasting happiness And instead dof this, her life and the life of the racethat sprang
from her becane wrrupted to its very root with that most terrible of al sins and all
curses, the poison d Satan’s own pride. All the wretchednessof which this world has
been the scene, dl its wars and doodshed among the nations, al its slfishness and
suffering, al its ambitions and jedousies, al its broken heats and embittered lives,
with all its dally unheppiness have their origin in what this cursed, hellish pride,
either our own, o that of others, has brought us. It is pride that made redemption
neeadful; it is from our pride we need above everything to be redeemed. And ou
insight into the need o redemption will | argely depend upon ou knowledge of the
terrible nature of the power that has entered our being.

No tree ca grow except on the root from which it sprang. The power that Satan
brought from hell, and cast into man’s life, is working daily, houly, with mighty
power throughou the world. Men suffer from it; they fea and fight and fleeit; and yet
they know not whenceit comes, whenceit has its terrible supremacy. No wonder they
do nd know where or how it is to be overcome. Pride has its root and strength in a
terrible spiritual power, ouside of us as well as within us; as needful as it is that we
confessand deplore it as our very own, isto knaw it in its Satanic origin. If this leals
usto utter despair of ever conquering or casting it out, it will | ead us all the soorer to
that supernatural power in which alone our deliveranceisto be found- the redemption
of the Lamb of God. The hopeless $ruggle ajainst the workings of self and pride
within us may indeed become still more hopelessas we think of the power of darkness
behind it all; the utter despair will fit us the better for redising and accepting a power
and a life outside of ourselves too, even the humility of heaven as brought down and
brought nigh by the Lamb of God, to cast out Satan and his pride.

No tree ca grow except on the roat from which it sprang. Even as we nead to look to
the first Adam and hsfall to knawv the power of the sin within us, we neal to know
well the Second Adam and His power to give within us a life of humility as red and
abiding and owermastering as has been that of pride. We have our life from and in



Christ, as truly, yeamore truly, than from and in Adam. We ae to wak “rooted in
Him,” “ halding fast the Head from whom the whale body increaseth with the increase
of God.” Thelife of God which in the incarnation entered human nature, is the roct in
which we ae to stand and grow; it is the same dmighty power that worked there, and
thence onward to the resurredion, which works daily in us. Our one nedl is to study
and knav andtrust the life that has been reveded in Christ asthe life that is now ours,
and waits for our consent to gain possession and mastery of our whole being.

In this view it is of inconcevable importance that we shoud have right thoughts of
what Christ is, of what redly constitutes Him the Christ, and speaally of what may be
courted His chief charaderistic, the root and essence of al His charader as our
Redeamer. There can be but one answer: it is His humility. What is the incarnation bu
His heavenly humility, His emptying Himself and becoming man? What is His life on
eath bu humility; His taking the form of a servant? And what is His atonement but
humility? “He humbled Himself and kecane obedient unto deah.” And what is His
ascension and His glory, but humility exalted to the throne and crowned with glory?
“He humbled Himsdlf, therefore God hghly exalted Him.” In heaven, where He was
with the Father, in His birth, in His life, in His deah, in His stting on the throne, it is
al, it is nothing but humility. Christ is the humility of God emboded in human
nature; the Eternal Love humbling itself, clothing itself in the garb of meeknessand
gentleness to win and serve and save us. As the love and condescension d God
makes Him the benefador and helper and servant of al, so Jesus of necessty was the
Incarnate Humility. And so He is gill i n the midst of the throne, the meek and lowly
Lamb of God.

If this be theroat of the treg its nature must be seen in every branch and led and fruit.
If humility be the first, the dl-including graceof the life of Jesus, if humility be the
seaet of His atonement - then the hedth and strength of our spiritua life will entirely
depend upon ouw putting this gracefirst too, and making humility the dief thing we
admirein Him, the dhief thing we ak of Him, the one thing for. which we saaifice dl
else. (See Note B at end of this chapter)

Is it any wonder that the Christian lifeis 9 often fedble and fruitless when the very
root of the Christ life is negleded, is unknovn? Is it any wonder that the joy of
savationis D littl e felt, when that in which Christ foundit and kringsiit, is % little
sought? Until a humility which will rest in nahing lessthan the end and ceah of self;
which gives up al the honou of men as Jesus did, to seek the honou that comes from
God aone; which absolutely makes and counts itself nothing, that God may be dl,
that the Lord alone may be exalted - until such a humility be what we seek in Christ
abowve our chief joy, and welcome & any price, there is very littl e hope of areligion
that will conquer the world.

| can na too eanestly plead with my reader, if possbly his attention hes never yet
been spedally direded to the want there is of humility within hm or around hm, to
pause and ask whether he sees much o the spirit of the meek and lowly Lamb of God
in those who are cdled by His name. Let him consider how al want of love, al
indifference to the nedls, the fedings, the we&ness of others; al sharp and hesty
judgments and uterances, so dften excused under the plea of being outright and
horest; all manifestations of temper and touchiness and irritation; al fedings of



bitternessand estrangement, have their roct in nahing but pride, that ever seeks itself,
and his eyes will be opened to seehow a dark, shall | not say a devili sh pride, creges
in dmost everywhere, the assemblies of the saints not excepted. Let him begin to ask
what would be the dfed, if in hmself and around hm, if towards fellow saints and
the world, believers were redly permanently guided by the humility of Jesus; and let
him say if the ay of our whole heat, night and day, owght nat to be, Oh for the
humility of Jesus in myself and all aroundme! Let him horestly fix his heat on hs
own ladk of the humility which has been reveded in the likenessof Christ’s life, and
in the whale dharader of His redemption, and he will begin to fed asif he had never
yet really known what Christ and His salvation is.

Believer! study the humility of Jesus. This is the seaet, the hidden roat of thy
redemption. Sink down into it degoer day by day. Believe with thy whale heat that
this Christ, whom God has given theg even as His divine humility wrought the work
for thee will enter in to dwell and work within thee too, and make thee what the
Father would have thee be.

NOTE B

“We nedad to know two things: 1. That our salvation consists whally in being saved
from ourselves, or that which we ae by nature; 2. That in the whale nature of things
nathing could be this slvation a saviour to us but such a humility of God as is
beyond all expresson. Hence the first unalterable term of the Saviour to fallen man:
Except a man denies himself, he can na be My disciple. Self is the whoe evil of
fallen nature; self-denia is our cgpadty of being saved; humility is our saviour ... Self
Is the roat, the branches, the treg of al the evil of our falen state. All the evils of
fallen angels and men have their birth in the pride of self. On the other hand, all the
virtues of the heavenly life ae the virtues of humility. It is humility alone that makes
the unpassable gulf between hearen and hell. What is then, o in what lies, the grea
struggle for eterndl life? It al li esin the strife between pride aad humility: pride and
humility are the two master powers, the two kingdoms in strife for the derna
posesson d man. There never was, nar ever will be, but one humility, and that is the
one humility of Christ. Pride and self have the dl of man, till man has his al from
Christ. He therefore only fights the good fight whose strife is that the self-idolatrous
nature which he hath from Adam may be brought to deah by the supernatural humility
of Christ brought to lifein hm.” - W. Law, Addressto the Clergy, page 52. [l hope
that this book d Law onthe Holy Spirit may be issued by my pulisher in the murse
of the year.]

10



CHAPTER 3
HUMILITY IN THE LIFE OF JESUS

“l am in the midst of you as he thsg¢rveth.” - Luke 22:27

In the Gospel of Johnwe have the inner life of our Lord laid open to us. Jesus es
frequently of His relation to the Father, of the motives by which He is guided, o His
consciousnessof the power and spirit in which He ads. Though the word humble does
not occur, we shal nowhere in Scripture see so clealy wherein His humility
consisted. We have drealy said that this graceis in truth nahing but that smple
consent of the aeaure to let God ke dl, in virtue of which it surrenders itself to His
working alone. In Jesus we shall seehow bath as the Son d God in heaven, and as
man uponeath, He took the placeof entire subardination, and gave God the honou
and the glory which is due to Him - and what He taught so dften was made true to
Himself: “He that humbleth hm: shall be exalted.” As it is written, “He humbled
Himself, therefore God highly exalted Him.”

Listen to the words in which ou Lord spe&ks of His relation to the Father, and hav
unceaingly He uses the words nat, and ndhing, of Himself. The nat I, in which Paul
expresses hisrelationto Christ, isthe very spirit of what Christ says of His relation the
Father.

“The Son can do nothing of Himself.” (John 5:19)

“l can of My own self do ndhing; My judgment is just, because | se&k nat
Mine own will.” (John 5:30)

“I receive not glory from men.” (John 5:41)

“l am come not to do Mine own will.” (John 6:38)

“My teaching is not Mine.” (John 7:16)

“I am not come of Myself.” (John 7:28)

“l do nothing of Myself.” (John 8:28)

“I have not come of Myself, but He sent Me.” (John 8:42)

“l seek not Mine own glory.” (John 8:50)

“The words that | say, | speak not from Myself.” (John 14:10)
“The word which ye hear is not Mine.” (John 14:24)

These words open to us the degoest roats of Christ’slife and work. They tell us how it
was that the Almighty God was able to work His mighty redemptive work through
Him. They show what Christ courted the state of heat which becane Him as the Son
of the Father. They tead us what the esential nature and life is of that redemption
which Christ acaomplished and nav communicaes. It is this: He was nothing, that
God might be dl. He resigned Himself with His will and His powers entirely for the
Father to work in Him. Of His own power, His own will, and His own glory, of His
whae misson with al Hisworks and His teading, of al thisHe said, It isnat I; | am
nothing; | have given Myself to the Father to work; | am nothing, the Father is all.

This life of entire self-abnegation, d absolute submisson and dependence uponthe

Father’s will, Christ foundto be one of perfed peace ad joy. He lost nothing by
giving al to God. God honowed His trust, and dd all for Him, and then exalted Him
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to His own right hand in glory. And because Christ had thus humbled Himself before
God, and God was ever before Him, He found it possible to humble Himself before
men too, and to be the Servant of all. His humility was simply the surrender of
Himself to God, to allow Him to do in Him what He pleased, whatever men around
might say of Him, or do to Him.

It isin this state of mind, in this spirit and disposition, that the redemption of Christ
has its virtue and efficacy. It is to bring us to this disposition that we are made
partakers of Christ. This is the true self-denia to which our Saviour calls us, the
acknowledgment that self has nothing good in it, except as an empty vessel which
God must fill, and that its clam to be or do anything may not for a moment be
allowed. It isin this, above and before everything, in which the conformity to Jesus
consists, the being and doing nothing of ourselves, that God may be all.

Here we have the root and nature of true humility. It is because this is not understood
or sought after, that our humility is so superficia and so feeble. We must learn of
Jesus, how He is meek and lowly of heart. He teaches us where true humility takes its
rise and finds its strength - in the knowledge that it is God who worketh all in all, that
our place is to yield to Him in perfect resignation and dependence, in full consent to
be and to do nothing of ourselves. Thisisthe life Christ came to reveal and to impart -
alifeto God that came through death to sin and self. If we feel that thislifeistoo high
for us and beyond our reach, it must but the more urge us to seek it in Him; it is the
indwelling Christ who will live in us this life, meek and lowly. If we long for this, let
us, meantime, above everything, seek the holy secret of the knowledge of the nature of
God, as He every moment works all in al; the secret, of which al nature and every
creature, and above al, every child of God, isto be the witness - that it is nothing but
a vessel, a channel, through which the living God can manifest the riches of His
wisdom, power, and goodness. The root of all virtue and grace, of al faith and
acceptable worship, is that we know that we have nothing but what we receive, and
bow in deepest humility to wait upon God for it.

It was because this humility was not only a temporary sentiment, wakened up and
brought into exercise when He thought of God, but the very spirit of His whole life,
that Jesus was just as humble in His intercourse with men as with God. He felt
Himself the Servant of God for the men whom God made and loved; as a natura
consequence, He counted Himself the Servant of men, that through Him God might do
His work of love. He never for a moment thought of seeking His honour, or asserting
His power to vindicate Himself. His whole spirit was that of alife yielded to God to
work in. It is not until Christians study the humility of Jesus as the very essence of His
redemption, as the very blessedness of the life of the Son of God, as the only true
relation to the Father, and therefore as that which Jesus must give us if we are to have
any part with Him, that the terrible lack of actual, heavenly, manifest humility will
become a burden and a sorrow, and our ordinary religion be set aside to secure this,
the first and the chief of the marks of the Christ within us.

Brother, are you clothed with humility? Ask your daily life. Ask Jesus. Ask your
friends. Ask the world. And begin to praise God that there is opened up to you in
Jesus a heavenly humility of which you have hardly known, and through which a
heavenly blessedness you possibly have never yet tasted can come in to you.
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CHAPTER 4
HUMILITY IN THE TEACHING OF JESUS

“Learn of Me, for | am meek and lowly of heart.” - Matthew 11:29

“Whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant,
even as the Son of Man came to server.” - Matthew 10:27

We have seen humility in the life of Christ, as He laid open His heat to us: let us
listen to His teading. There we shal hea how He spe&s of it, and hov far He
expeds men, and spedaly His disciples, to be humble & He was. Let us carefully
study the passages, which | can scarce do more than qude, to receve the full
impresson d how often and hav eanestly He taught it: it may help us to redise what
He asks of us.

1.

Look a the commencement of His ministry. In the Beditudes with which the
Sermon onthe Mourt opens, He spe&ks: “Blessd are the poar in spirit; for theirsis
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the eath.” The
very first words of His proclamation d the kingdom of hearen reved the open gate
through which alone we enter. The poar, who have nothing in themselves, to them
the kingdom comes. The meek, who se&k nathing in themselves, theirs the eath
shall be. The blessngs of hearen and eath are for the lowly. For the heavenly and
the earthly life, humility is the secret of blessing.

. “Lean o Me; for | am mee and lowly of heat, and ye shall find rest for your

souls. " Jesus offers Himself as Teader. He tells what the spirit both is, which we
shall find Him as Teader, and which we can lean - recave from Him. Meeness
and lowliness the one thing He offers us; in it we shall find perfed rest of soul.
Humility is to be a salvation.

. The disciples had been dsputing who would be the greaest in the kingdom, and

had agreed to ask the Master (Luke 9:46; Matthew 18:3). He set a dild in their
midst and said, “Whaosoever shall humble himself as this little dild, shall be
exated.” “Who the greaest in the kingdom of heaven?’ The question is indeed a
far-reating one. What will be the dhief distinction in the heavenly kingdom? The
answer, nore but Jesus would have given. The dief glory of hearen, the true
heavenly-mindedness the dief of the graces, is humility. “He that is least among
you, the same shall be great. “

. The sons of Zebedeehad asked Jesus to sit on His right and left, the highest place

in the kingdom. Jesus said it was nat His to give, bu the Father’s, who would give
it to thase for whom it was prepared. They must nat look a ask for it. Their
thought must be of the aup and the baptism of humiliation. And then He alded,
“Whasoever will be dief among you, let him be your servant. Even as the Son d
Man came to serve.” Humility, as it isthe mark of Christ the heavenly, will be the
one standard o glory in heaven: the lowliest is the neaest to God. The primacy in
the Church is promised to the humblest.
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5. Spe&king to the multitude and the disciples, of the Pharisees and their love of the
chief seas, Christ said orce ajain (Matthew 23:11), “He that is greaest among you
shall be your servant.” Humiliation is the only ladder to honour in God’s kingdom.

6. On anather occasion, in the house of a Phariseg He spoke the parable of the guest
who would be invited to come up hgher (Luke 14:1-11), and added, “For
whosoever exalteth hmself shall be @ased; and he that humbleth hmself shall be
exated.” The demand is inexorable; there is no aher way. Self-abasement aone
will be exalted.

7. After the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican, Christ spake ayain (Lukel8: 14),
“Everyone that exalteth hmself shall be dased; and he that humbleth himself shall
be eadted.” In the temple and presence and worship of God, everything is
worthless that is not pervaded by deep, true humility towards God and men.

8. After washing the disciples fed, Jesus sid (John 1314), “If | then, the Lord and
Master, have washed your fed, ye dso ought to wash ore another’s fed.” The
authority of command, and example, every thouwght, either of obedience or
conformity, make humility the first and most essential element of discipleship.

9. At the Holy Supper table, the disciples gill disputed who shoud be gredest (Luke
22:26). Jesus s|id, “He that is greaest among you, let him be & the yournger; and
he that is chief, as he that doth serve. | am among you as he that serveth.” The path
in which Jesus walked, and which He opened up for us, the power and spirit in
which He wrought out salvation, and to which He saves us, is ever the humility that
makes me the servant of all.

How littl e thisis preated. How littl e it is pradised. How littl e the ladk of it isfelt or
confessed. | do nd say, how few attain to it, some recognisable measure of likenessto
Jesus in His humility. But how few ever think, o making it a distinct objea of
continual desire or prayer. How littl e the world has sen it. How littl e has it been seen
even in the inner circle of the Church.

“Whaosoever will be diief among you, let him be your servant.” Would God that it
might be given us to believe that Jesus means this! We dl know what the charader of
afaithful servant or dave implies. Devotion to the master’ s interests, thoughtful study
and care to please him, delight in his prosperity and honow and heppiness There ae
servants on eath in whom these dispasitions have been seen, and to whom the name
of servant has never been anything but a glory. To hav many of us has it not been a
new joy in the Christian life to know that we may yield ouselves as srvants, as daves
to God, and to find that His service is our highest liberty - the liberty from sin and
self? We neal now to lean ancther lesson - that Jesus cdls us to be servants of one
another, andthat, as we accet it heatily, this srvicetoo will be amost blessed ore, a
new and fuller liberty too from sin and self. At first it may appea hard; thisis only
becaise of the pride which still courts itself something. If once we lean that to be
nathing before God is the glory of the aedure, the spirit of Jesus, the joy of heaven,
we shall welcome with our whole heat the discipline we may have in serving even
those who try to vex us. When ou own heat is st uponthis, the true sanctificaion,
we shall study ead word of Jesus on self-abasement with new zest, and no pacewill
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be too low, and nostoopng too ceep, and noservicetoo mean or too long continued,
if we may but share and prove the fell owship with Him who spake, “I am among you
as he thaserveth.”

Brethren, here is the path to the higher life. Down, lower down! This was what Jesus
ever said to the disciples who were thinking of being ged in the kingdom, and d
sitting on His right hand and His left. Seek nat, ask nat for exaltation; that is God's
work. Look to it that you abase and humble yourselves, and take no dacebefore God
or man bu that of servant; that is your work; let that be your one purpose and prayer.
Godisfaithful. Just as water ever seeks and fill s the lowest place so the moment God
findsthe aeaure dased and empty, His glory and paver flow in to exalt andto bless
He that humbleth hmself - that must be our one cae - shal be exalted; that is God' s
care; by His mighty power and in His great love He will do it.

Men sometimes e as if humility and meeknesswould rob us of what is hode and
bold and manlike. Oh that all would believe that thisis the nohility of the kingdom of
heaven, that this is the roya spirit that the King of heaven displayed, that this is
Godike, to hunble onesdlf, to beaome the servant of al! This is the path to the
gladness and the glory of Christ’'s presence ever in us, His power ever resting on us.

Jesus, the meek and lowly One, cdls usto lean of Him the path to God. Let us gudy
the words we have been reading, urtil our heat is filled with the thought: My one
neal is humility. And let us believe that what He shows, He gives; what He is, He
imparts. As the meek and lowly One, He will come in and dwell in the longing heart.
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CHAPTERS
HUMILITY IN THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS

“Let him that is chief among you be as he that doth serve.” - Luke 22:26

We have studied humility in the person and teading of Jesus; let us now look for it in
the drcle of His chosen companions - the twelve gostles. If, in the lack of it we find
in them, the contrast between Christ and men is brought out more dealy, it will help
us to appredate the mighty change which Pentecost wrought in them, and prove how
red our participation can be in the perfed triumph o Christ’s humility over the pride
Satan had breathed into man.

In the texts quaed from the teading of Jesus, we have drealy seen what the
occasions were on which the disciples had proved hawv entirely wanting they were in
the graceof humility. Once, they had been disputing the way which o them shoud be
the gredest Ancther time, the sons of Zebedee with their mother had asked for the
first places - the sed on the right hand and the left. And, later on, at the Supper table
onthe last night, there was again a wntention which shoud be acouned the gredest.
Not that there were not moments when they indeed humbled themselves before their
Lord. So it was with Peter when he aied ou, “Depart from me, Lord, for | am asinful
man.” S0, too, with the disciples when they fell down and worshipped Him who hed
dtilled the storm. But such occasional expressons of humility only bring out into
stronger relief what was the habitual tone of their mind, as $1own in the natural and
sportaneous revelation given at other times of the place ad the power of self. The
study of the meaning of all this will teach us most important lessons.

First,. How much there may be of eanest and adive, religion while humility is 4ill
sadly wanting. Seeit in the disciples. There was in them fervent attacdhment to Jesus.
They had forsaken all for Him. The Father had reveded to them that He was the Christ
of God. They believed in Him, they loved Him, they obeyed His commandments.
They had forsaken all to follow Him. When athers went bad, they clave to Him. They
were ready to de with Him. But degoer down than all this there was a dark power, of
the eistence and the hideousnessof which they were hardly conscious, which had to
be slain and cast out, ere they could be the withesses of the power of Jesus to save. It
is even so sill. We may find professors and ministers, evangelists and workers,
misgonaries and teaters, in whom the gifts of the Spirit are many and manifest, and
who are the dhannels of blessng to multitudes, bu of whom, when the testing time
comes, or closer intercourse gives fuller knowledge, it is only too painfully manifest
that the graceof humility, as an abiding charaderistic, is saceto be seen. All tends
to confirm the leson that humility is one of the diief and the highest graces; one of
the most difficult of attainment; one to which our first and chiefest eff orts ought to be
direded; one that only comes in power, when the fullness of the Spirit makes us
partakers of the indwelling Christ, and He lives within us.

Sewmnd,How impotent all external teading and all persona effort is, to conquer pride
or give the meek and lowly heat. For threeyeas the disciples had been in the training
schod of Jesus. He had told them what the dhief lesson was He wished to tead them:
“Lean o Me, for | an meek and lowly in heat.” Time &ter time He had spoken to
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them, to the Pharisees, to the multitude, of humility as the only path to the glory of
God. He had na only lived before them as the Lamb of God in His divine humility,
He had more than orce unfolded to them the inmost seaet of His life: “The Son o
Man came not to be served, bu to serve”; “I am among you as one that serveth.” He
had washed their fed, and told them they were to foll ow His example. And yet all had
availled bu little. At the Holy Supper there was gill the contention as to who shoud
be gredest. They had douliless often tried to lean His lesons, and firmly resolved
naot again to grieve Him. But al in vain. To tead them and ws the much needed
leson, that no ouward instruction, nd even of Christ Himself; no argument however
convincing; no sense of the beauty of humility, however degp; no persona resolve or
effort, however sincere and eanest - can cast out the devil of pride. When Satan casts
out Satan, it is only to enter afresh in a mightier, though more hidden power. Nothing
can avail but this, that the new nature in its divine humility be reveded in paver to
take the place of the old, to become as truly our very nature as that ever was.

Third, It is only by the indwelling of Christ in His divine humility that we becme
truly humble. We have our pride from ancther, from Adam; we must have our
humility from Ancther too. Pride is ours, and rules in us with such terrible power,
becaise it is ourself, our very nature. Humility must be ours in the same way; it must
be our very sdlf, our very nature. As natural and easy as it has been to be proud, it
must be, it will be, to be humble. The promise is, “Where,” even in the heat, “sin
abouncded, gracedid aboundmore excealingly.” All Christ’s teading of His disciples,
and all their vain efforts, were the needful preparation for His entering into them in
divine power, to give and le in them what He had taught them to desire. In His deah
He destroyed the power of the devil, He put away sin, and effeded an everlasting
redemption. In His resurredion He receved from the Father an entirely new life, the
life of man in the power of God, cgpable of being communicated to men, and entering
and renewing and filling their lives with His divine power. In His ascension He
recaved the Spirit of the Father, through whom He might do what He could na do
while upon eath, make Himself one with those He loved, adualy live their life for
them, so that they could live before the Father in a humility like His, because it was
Himself who lived and kreahed in them. And on Pentecst He cane and took
possesson. The work of preparation and conviction, the avakening of desire and hope
which His teating had effeded, was perfeded by the mighty change that Penteaost
wrought. And the lives and the epistles of James and Peter and John kea witnessthat
all was changed, and that the spirit of the meek and suffering Jesus had indeed
possession of them.

What shall we say to these things? Among my realers | am sure there is more than
one dass There may be some who have never yet thought very spedally of the matter,
and can na at once redise its immense importance & a life question for the Church
and its every member. There ae others who have felt condemned for their
shortcomings, and have put forth very eanest efforts, only to fall and ke discouraged.
Others, again, may be ale to give joyful testimony of spiritual blessng and pawer,
and yet there has never been the needed conviction d what those aoundthem still see
as wanting. And still others may be ale to witnessthat in regard to this gracetoo the
Lord has given deliverance and victory, while He has taught them how much they still

neal and may exped out of the full nessof Jesus. To whichever classwe belong, may |

urge the pressng neeal there is for our al seeking a still deger conviction d the
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unigue place that humility holdsin the religion of Christ, and the utter impossibility of
the Church or the believer being what Christ would have them be, as long as His
humility is not recognized as His chief glory, His first command, and our highest
blessedness. Let us consider deeply how far the disciples were advanced while this
grace was still so terribly lacking, and let us pray to God that other gifts may not so
satisfy us, that we never grasp the fact that the absence of this grace is the secret cause
why the power of God can not do its mighty work. It is only where we, like the Son,
truly know and show that we can do nothing of ourselves, that God will do all.

It is when the truth of an indwelling Christ takes the place it claims in the experience

of believers, that the Church will put on her beautiful garments and humility be seen
in her teachers and members as the beauty of holiness.
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CHAPTER 6
HUMILITY IN DAILY LIFE

“He that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how
can he love God whom he hath not seen?” - 1 John 4:20

What a solemn thouwght, that our love to God will be measured by our everyday
intercourse with men and the love it displays; and that our love to God will be found
to be adelusion, except was its truth is proved in standing the test of daily life with
our fellowmen. It is even so with our humility. It is easy to think we humble ourselves
before God: humility towards men will be the only sufficient proof that our humility
before God is red; that humility has taken upits abode in us; and kecome our very
nature; that we acually, like Christ, have made ourselves of no reputation. When in
the presence of God lowlinessof heat has become, na a posture we pray to Him, bu
the very spirit of our life, it will manifest itself in all our beaing towards our brethren.
The lesonis one of degp import: the only humility that isredly oursis not that which
we try to show before God in prayer, bu that which we cary with us, and cary out, in
our ordinary conduct; the insignificances of daily life ae the importances and the tests
of eternity, because they prove what redly is the spirit that possesses us. It isin ou
most unguarded moments that we redly show and see what we ae. To know the
humble man, to knov how the humble man behaves, you must follow him in the
common course of daily life.

Is nat this what Jesus taught? It was when the disciples disputed who shoud be
gredest; when He saw how the Pharisees loved the dief place &feasts and the dhief
seds in the synagogues, when He had given them the example of washing their fed -
that He taught His lessons of humility. Humility before God is nathing if not proved in
humility before men.

It is even so in the teading of Paul. To the Romans He writes: “In honou preferring
one ancther”; “Set nat your mind on hgh things, bu condescend to those that are
lowly.” “Be not wise in your own concet.” To the Corinthians: “Love,” and there is
no love withou humility asitsroat, “vaunteth na itself, is not puffed up,seeketh na
itsown, isnot provoked.” To the Galatians: “Through love be servants one of ancther.
Let us not be desirous of vainglory, provoking one ancther, envying one ancther.” To
the Ephesians, immediately after the three wonderful chapters on the heavenly life:
“Therefore, walk with all | owlinessand meekness with long-suff ering, forbeaing one
anather in love”; “Giving thanks always, subjeding yourselves one to anather in the
fea of Christ.” To the Phili ppians. “Doing nothing through fadion a vainglory, bu
in lowliness of mind, eat courting other better than hmself. Have the mind in you
which was aso in Christ Jesus, who emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant,
and hunbled Himself.” And to the Colossans: “Put on a heat of compasson,
kindness humility, meekness long-suffering, fore-beaing one ancther, and forgiving
eat aher, even as the Lord forgave you.” It isin ou relation to ore acther, in our
treament of one ancther, that the true lowlinessof mind and the heat of humility are
to be seen. Our humility before God has no value, bu as it prepares us to reved the
humility of Jesus to ou fellow-men. Let us gudy humility in daily life in the light of
these words.
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The humble man seeks at al times to ad up to the rule, “In honou preferring one
another; Servants one of ancther; Each courting others better than hmself Subjeding
yourselves one to anather.” The question is often asked, hav we can court others
better than ouselves, when we see that they are far below us in wisdom and in
hainess in natura gifts, or in gracerecaved. The question proves at once how little
we understand what red lowlinessof mindis. True humility comes when, in the, light
of God, we have seen ouselves to be nathing, have mnsented to part with and cast
away self, to let God be dl. The soul that has dore this, sand can say, So have | lost
myself in finding Thee nolonger compares itself with ahers. It has given upforever
every thought of self in God' s presence it medsits fellow-men as one whois nathing,
and seeks nathing for itself; whois a servant of God, and for His sake aservant of all.
A fathful servant may be wiser than the master, and yet retain the true spirit and
posture of the servant. The humble man looks upon every, the feddlest and
unworthiest, child of God, and honous him and prefers him in honou as the son d a
King. The spirit of Him who washed the disciples fed, makes it ajoy to us to be
indeed the least, to be servants one of another.

The humble man feds no jedousy or envy. He can praise God when ahers are
preferred and Hessed before him. He can bea to hea others praised and hmself
forgotten, because in God's presence he has leant to say with Paul, “I am nothing.”
He has recaved the spirit of Jesus, who deased na Himself, and sought not His own
honour, as the spirit of his life.

Amid what are mnsidered the temptations to impatience and touchiness to hard
thoughts and sharp words, which come from the faili ngs and sins of fell ow-Christians,
the humble man caries the oft repeaed injunctionin his heat, and showsit in hislife,
“Forbeaing one ancther, and forgiving one ancther, even as the Lord forgave you”
He has leant that in puting on the Lord Jesus he has put on the heat of compasson,
kindness humility, meekness and long-suffering. Jesus has taken the place of sdlf,
andit isnot an impaosshility to forgive a Jesus forgave. His humility does nat consist
merely in thoughts or words of self-depredation, bu, as Paul puts it, in “a heat of
humility,” encompassed by compasson and kindness meekness and longsuffering -
the sweet and lowly gentleness recognized as the mark of the Lamb of God.

In striving after the higher experiences of the Christian life, the believer is often in
danger of aiming at and regjoicing in what one might cdl the more human, the manly,
virtues, such as baldness joy, contempt of the world, zed, self-saaifice, even the old
Stoics taught and pradised these - whil e the degoer and gentler, the diviner and more
heavenly graces, those which Jesus first taught uponeath, becaise He brought them
from heaven; those which are more distinctly conreded with His crossand the deah
of self, powerty of spirit, meekness humility, lowliness are scarcdy thouwght of or
valued. Therefore, let us put on a heat of compasson, kndress humility, meekness
long-suffering; and let us prove our Christ-likeness na only in ou zed for saving the
lost, bu before dl in ou intercourse with the brethren, forbeaing and forgiving one
another, even as the Lord forgave us.

Fellow Christians, dolet us gudy the Bible portrait of the humble man. And let us ask

our brethren, and ask the world, whether they reagnize in us the likeness to the
original. Let us be mntent with nahing less than taking ead o these texts as the
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promise of what God will work in us, as the revelation in words of what the Spirit of
Jesus will give & abirth within us. And let ead failure and shortcoming simply urge
us to turn humbly and meekly to the meek and lowly Lamb of God, in the asaurance
that where He is enthroned in the heat, His humility and gentlenesswill be one of the
streams of living water that flow from within ds.

(* - “I knew Jesus, and He was very predous to my soul: but | foundsomething in me
that would na keep swed and patient and kind. | did what | could to keep it down, bu
it was there. | besought Jesus to do something for me, and when | gave Him my will
He came to my heat, and took ou al that would na be swed, al that would na be
kind, all that would not be patient, and then He shut the door.”- GEopge

Once aain | repea what | have said before. | fed deeply that we have very little
conception d what the Church suffers from the ladk of this divine humility, the
nathingness that makes room for God to prove His power. It is nat long since a
Christian, o an humble, loving spirit, acquainted with na a few misson stations of
various cieties, expresed his deg sorrow that in some caes the spirit of love and
forbeaance was sadly lacking. Men and women, who in Europe @muld ead chocse
their own circle of friends, brought close together with athers of uncongenial minds,
find it hard to bea, and to love, and to ke the unity of the Spirit in the bond d
peace And those who shoud have been fell ow-helpers of ead ather’s joy, becane a
hindrance and a weainess And all for the one reason, the lac of the humility which
courts itself nothing, which rgoices in becoming and keing cournted the least, and
only seeks, like Jesus, to be the servant, the helper and comforter of others, even the
lowest and unworthiest.

Andwhence @mes it that men who have joyfully given upthemselves for Christ, find
it so hard to give up themselves for their brethren? Is not the blame with the Church?
It has 9 littl e taught its ons that the humility of Christ is the first of the virtues, the
best of al the graces and pawers of the Spirit. It has 0 littl e proved that a Christlike
humility is what it, like Christ, places and preades first, as what is in very deel
nealed, and psble too. But let us not be discouraged. Let the discovery of the lack
of this gracestir us to larger expedation from God. Let us look uponevery brother
who tries or vexes us, as God s means of grace God's instrument for our purificaion,
for our exercise of the humility Jesus our Life breahes within us. And let us have such
faith in the All of God, and the nathing of self, that, as nothing in ou own eyes, we
may, in God’s power, only seek to serve one another in love.
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CHAPTER 7
HUMILITY AND HOLINESS

“Which say, stand by thyself; for | am holier than thou.” - Isaiah 65:5

We spe& of the Holiness movement in ou times, and paise God for it. We hea a
grea ded of seekers after halinessand profesors of haliness of hdlinessteating and
halinessmedings. The blessed truths of hainessin Christ, and hdinessby faith, are
being emphasised as never before. The grea test of whether the holinesswe professto
seek or to attain, is truth and life, will be whether it be manifest in the increasing
humility it produces. In the aeaure, humility is the one thing needed to allow God's
hainessto dwell in im and shine through him. In Jesus, the Holy One of God who
makes us haly, a divine humility was the seaet of His life and His deah and His
exatation; the one infalli ble test of our halinesswill be the humility before God and
men which marks us. Humility is the bloom and the beauty of holiness.

The diief mark of cournterfeit hainessis its ladk of humility. Every seeker after
halinessneals to be on hs guard, lest unconsciously what was begun in the spirit be
perfeded in the flesh, and pride aee in where its presence is least expeded. Two
men went up into the temple to pray: the one aPhariseg the other a puldican. Thereis
no daceor paosition so saaed bu the Pharisee ca enter there. Pride can lift itshead in
the very temple of God, and make His worship the scene of its sIf exaltation. Since
the time Christ so exposed his pride, the Phariseehas put on the garb o the pubdican,
and the mnfesoor of deg sinfulnessequally with the professor of the highest haliness
must be on the watch. Just when We ae most anxious to have our heat the temple of
God, we shall find the two men coming upto pray. And the pulican will find that his
danger is nat from the Phariseebeside him, who despises him, but the Phariseewithin
who commends and exalts. In God's temple, when we think we ae in the haoliest of
al, in the presence of His hadliness let us beware of pride. “Now there was a day when
the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan came dso
among them.”

“God, | thank theg | am nat as the rest of men, a even as this puldican.” It isin that
which isjust cause for thanksgiving, it isin the very thanksgiving which we render to
God, it may be in the very confesson that God hes dore it al, that self finds its cause
of complacency. Yes, even when in the temple the language of penitence and trust in
God's mercy aonre is head, the Pharisee may take up the note of praise, and in
thanking God ke congratulating himself. Pride can clothe itself in the garments of
praise or of penitence Even though the words, “I am not as the rest of men” are
regeded and condemned, their spirit may too dten be foundin ou fedings and
language towards our fellow worshippers and fellow-men. Would you knaw if this
redly is 9, just listen to the way in which Churches and Christians often spe&k of one
another. How littl e of the meeknessand gentlenessof Jesusisto be seen. It is D little
remembered that degp humility must be the keynote of what the servants of Jesus sy
of themselves or ead aher. Is there not many a Church o assembly of the saints,
many a misson a convention, many a society or committee even many a misson
away in heaghendam, where the harmony has been dsturbed and the work of God
hindered, becaise men who are curted saints have proved in touchiness and haste
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and impatience, in self-defense and self-assertion, in sharp judgments and unknd
words, that they did nad ead redkon ahers better than themselves, and that their
hainesshas but little in it of the meeknessof the saints? In their spiritua history men
may have had times of grea humbling and lrokenness bu what a different thing this
is from being clothed with humility, from having an humble spirit, from having that
lowliness of mind in which ead courts himself the servant of others, and so shows
forth the very mind which was also in Jesus Christ.

“Stand by; for | am hadlier than thou” What a parody on hdinesd Jesus the Holy One
is the humble One: the hdliest will ever be the humblest. There is nore hay but God:
we have & much of hadlinessas we have of God. And acarding to what we have of
God will be our red humility, becaise humility is nothing but the disappeaance of
self in the vision that God is all. The hdliest will be the humblest. Alas! though the
bare-facal bcaesting Jew of the days of Isaiah is nat often to be found, even ou
manners have taught us not to spek thus, how often his girit is dill seen, whether in
the treament of fellow saints or of the diildren o the world. In the spirit in which
opinions are given, and work is undertaken, and faults are expaosed, haw often, though
the garb be that of the puldican, the voiceis dill that of the Pharisee “Oh God, | thank
Thee that | am not as other men.”

And is there, then, such humility to be found, that men shal indeel still court
themselves “less than the least of all saints,” the servants of al? There is. “Love
vaunteth na itself, is not puffed up, seeketh na its own.” Where the spirit of love is
shed abroad in the heat, where the divine nature comes to afull birth where Christ the
meek and lowly Lamb of God is truly formed within, there is given the power of a
perfed love that forgets itself and finds its blessednessin blessng others, in beaing
with them and honouing them, however feddle they be. Where this love enters, there
God enters. And where God hes entered in His power, and reveds Himself as All,
there the aedaure beaomes nothing. And where the aedure becmes nothing before
God; it can na be awything but humble towards the fell ow-creaure. The presence of
God kecomes nat athing of times and seasons, bu the wvering under which the soul
ever dwells, and its deg abasement before God beames the hay place of His
presence whence all its words and works proceed.

May God tead usthat our thoughts and words and fedings concerning our fellowmen
are Histest of our humility towards Him, and that our humility before Him is the only
power that can enable us to be dways humble with ou fellow-men. Our humility
must be the life of Christ, the Lamb of God, within us.

Let al teaders of hainess whether in the pulpit or on the platform, and all seekers
after haliness whether in the doset or the mnvention, take warning. Thereis no pride
so dangerous, becaise nore so subtle and insidious, as the pride of hadliness It is not
that a man ever says, or even thinks, “Stand by; | am hdlier than thou” No, indedd, the
thought would be regarded with abharence But there grows up, all unconsciously, a
hidden habit of soul, which feds complacency its attainments, and can na help seeng
how far it isin advance of others. It can be recognized, na always in any spedal self-
asertion a sef-laudation, bu smply in the dsence of that deg self-abasement
which can na but be the mark of the soul that has en the glory of God (Job 425-6;
Isaiah 6.5). It reveds itself, na only in words or thouwghts, bu in a tone, a way of

23



speaking of others, in which those who have the gift of spiritua discernment can not
but recognize the power of self. Even the world with its keen eyes notices it, and
pointsto it as a proof that the profession of a heavenly life does not bear any specially
heavenly fruits. O brethren! let us beware. Unless we make, with each advance in
what we think holiness, the increase of humility our study, we may find that we have
been delighting in beautiful thoughts and feelings, in solemn acts of consecration and
faith, while the only sure mark of the presence of God, the disappearance of self, was
al the time wanting. Come and let us flee to Jesus, and hide ourselvesin Him until we
be clothed upon with His humility. That aloneis our holiness.

24



CHAPTER 8
HUMILITY AND SIN

“Sinners, of whom | am chief.” - 1 Timothy 1:15

Humility is often identified with penitence and contrition. As a @mnsequence, there
appeas to be no way of fostering humility but by keegping the soul occupied with its
sin. We have leaned, | think, that humility is something else and something more. We
have seen in the teading of our Lord Jesus and the Epistles how often the virtue is
inculcaed withou any reference to sin. In the very nature of things, in the whae
relation d the aedure to the Credor, in the life of Jesus as He lived it and imparts it
to us, humility is the very esence of holinessas of blessedness It is the displacanent
of self by the enthronement of God. Where God is all, self is nothing.

But though it is this asped of the truth | have felt it spedally neadful to press | need
scace say what new depth and intensity man's sn and God's grace give to the
humility of the saints. We have only to look at a man like the Apostle Paul, to see
how, through hislife & aransomed and a haly man, the degp consciousnessof having
been a sinner lives inextinguishably. We dl know the passages in which he refers to
his life & a perseautor and Hasphemer. “I am the least of the gostles, that am not
worthy to be cdled an apostle, becaise | perseauted the Church of God ... | laboured
more dundantly than they all; yet not I, but the graceof God which was with me” (1
Corinthians 15:9-10). “Unto me, who am less than the least of al saints, was this
gracegiven, to pread to the heahen” (Ephesians 3:8). “I was before ablasphemer,
and a perseautor, and injurious; howbeit | obtained mercy, because | did it ignorantly
in untelief ...Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am chief” (1
Timothy 1:13, 15. God s gracehad saved hm; God remembered his sns no more for
ever; but never, never could he forget how terribly he had sinned. The more he
rgoiced in God's slvation, and the more his experience of God's gracefilled hm
with joy unspekable, the deaer was his consciousness that he was a saved sinner,
and that salvation had no meaning or sweehness except as the sense of his being a
sinner made it predous and red to hm. Never for a moment could he forget that it
was a sinner God had taken up in His arms and crowned with His love.

The texts we have just quaed are often appeded to as Paul’s confesson d daily
sinning. One has only to read them carefully in their conredion, to seehow littl e this
isthe cae. They have afar degoer meaning, they refer to that which lasts throughou
eternity, and which will give its deg undertone of amazement and adoration to the
humility with which the ransomed bown before the throne, as thase who have been
washed from their sins in the blood d the Lamb. Never, never, even in, glory, can
they be other than ransomed sinners; never for a moment in this life can God's child
live in the full li ght of His love, but as he feds that the sin, ou of which he has been
saved, is his one only right and title to all that gracehas promised to do. The humility
with which first he cane & a sinner, aayuires a new meaning when he leans how it
bemmes him as a aedure. And then ever again, the humility, in which he was born as
a aeaure, hasits degpest, richest tones of adoration, in the memory of what it isto be
a monument of God’s wondrous redeeming love.
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The true import of what these expressons of St. Paul tead us comes out al the more
strongly when we natice the remarkable fad that, through his whoe Christian course,
we never find from his pen, even in those eistlesin which we have the most intensely
personal unbasomings, anything like cmnfesson d sin. Nowhere is there aiy mention
of shortcoming or defed, nowvhere any suggestion to his readers that he has failed in
duty, or sinned against the law of perfed love. On the cntrary, there ae passages nat
a few in which he vindicates himself in language that means nothing if it does nat
apped to afaultlesslife before God and men. “Ye ae witnesses, and God also, hav
hdlily, and righteously, and undamealy we behaved ouselves toward you’ (1
Thessalonians 2:10). “Our glorying is this, this testimony of our conscience that in
haoiness and sinceity of God we .behaved ouselves in the world, and more
abundantly to you ward” (2 Corinthians 1:12). Thisis not an ided or an aspiration; it
is an apped to what his adua life had been. However we may acournt for this
absence of confesson d sin, al will admit that it must point to alife in the power of
the Holy Ghost, such as is but seldom realized or expected in these our days.

The paint which | wish to emphasise is this - that the very fad of the dsence of such
confesson d sinning only gives the more force to the truth that it is not in daly
sinning that the seaet of the degoer humility will be found, ba in the habitual, never
for a moment to be forgotten pasition, which just the more éundant gracewill keep
more distinctly alive, that our only place, the only placeof blessng, ou one aiding
pasition before God, must be that of those whose highest joy it is to confessthat they
are sinners saved by grace.

With Paul’s degp remembrance of having sinned so terribly in the past, ere gracehad
met him, and the wnsciousness of being kept from present sinning, there was ever
couded the aiding remembrance of the dark hidden pawver of sin ever realy to come
in, and orly kept out by the presence and pawer of the indwelling Christ. “In me, that
is, in my flesh, dwelleth nogoodthing;” - these words of Romans 7 describe the flesh
as it isto the end. The glorious deliverance of Romans 8 - “The law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus hath nov made me free from the law of sin, which orce led me
cgotive” - is neither the anihilation nao the sanctificaion d the flesh, bu a
continuos victory given by the Spirit as He mortifies the deeds of the body. As hedth
expels disease, and light swallows up darkness and life wnquers deah, the
indwelli ng of Christ through the Spirit is the hedth and light and life of the soul. But
with this, the conwviction d helplessiess and danger ever tempers the faith in the
momentary and unbioken adion d the Holy Spirit into that chastened sense of
dependence which makes the highest faith and joy the handmaids of a humility that
only lives by the grace of God.

The three passages above quaed all show that it was the wonderful grace bestowed
uponPaul, and d which he felt the need every moment, that humbled him so deeply.
The graceof God that was with hm, and enabled him to labour more dundantly than
they al; the graceto pread to the heahen the unseachable riches of Christ; the grace
that was excealing abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus, it was this
grace of which it is the very nature and glory that it is for sinners, that kept the
consciousness of his having once sinned, and keing liable to sin, so intensely alive.
“Where sin abounded, gracedid aboundmore excealingly.” Thisreveds how the very
esence of graceisto ded with and take avay sin, and hav it must ever be the more
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abundint the experience of grace the more intense the @nsciousness of being a
sinner. It is not sin, bu God's graceshowing a man and ever reminding him what a
sinner he was, that, will keg him truly humble. It isnaot sin, bu grace that will make
me indeed knov myself a sinner, and make the sinner’s place of deepest self-
abasement the place | never leave.

| fea that there ae not a few who, by strong expressons of self-condemnation and
self-denurciation, have sought to humble themselves, and have to confesswith sorrow
that a humble spirit, a “heat of humility,” with its acammpaniments of kindressand
compasson, d meekness and forbeaance, is dill as far off as ever. Being occupied
with self, even amid the degpest self-abharence can never freeus from self. It is the
revelation d God, nd only by the law condemning sin bu by His grace delivering
from it, that will make us humble. The law may bre& the heat with fea; it is only
gracethat works that swed humility which becmes a joy to the soul as its mnd
nature. It was the revelation d God in His hdiness drawing nigh to make Himself
known in His grace that made Abraham and Jamb, Job and Isaiah, bav so low. It is
the soul in which God the Creaor, as the All of the aedure in its nothingness God
the Redeemer in His grace as the All of the sinner in his snfulness is waited for and
trusted and worshipped, that will find itself so fill ed with His presence, that there will
be no dacefor self. So alone can the promise be fulfill ed: “The haughtiness of man
shall be brought low, and the Lord alone be exalted in that day.”

It is the sinner dwelling in the full light of God's hdly, redeeming love, in the
experience of that full indwelling of divine love, which comes through Christ and the
Holy Spirit, who can na but be humble. Not to be occupied with thy sin, bu to be
occupied with God, brings deliverance from self.
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CHAPTER9
HUMILITY AND FAITH

“How can ye believe, which receive glory from one another, and
the glory that cometh from the only God ye seek not?” - John 5:44

In an address| lately head, the speser said that the blesgngs of the higher Christian
life were often like the objeds exposed in ashopwindow - one muld seethem clealy
and yet could na read them. If told to stretch out his hand and take, a man would
answer, | can na; there is athick pane of plate-glassbetwean me and them. And even
so Christians may see dealy the blessed promises of perfed peace ad rest, of
overflowing love and joy, of abiding communion and fruitfulness and yet fed that
there was omething between hindering the true possesson. And what might that be?
Nothing but pride. The promises made to faith are so free and sure; the invitations and
encouragements 9 strong; the mighty power of God onwhich it may court is © nea
and freethat it can orly be something that hinders faith that hinders the blessng being
ous. In ou text Jesus discovers to us that it is indeed pride that makes faith
impossble. “How can ye believe, which recave glory from one ancther?” As we see
how in their very nature pride and faith are irreconcilably at variance, we shall lean
that faith and humility are & root one, and that we never can have more of true faith
than we have of true humility; we shall see that we may indeal have strong
intellecual conviction and asaurance of the truth while pride is kept in the heat, bu
that it makes the living faith, which has power with God, an impossibility.

We nedl orly think for amoment what faith is. Is it not the cnfesson d nothingness
and helplessness the surrender and the waiting to let God work? Is it not in itself the
most humbling thing there can be, the accetance of our place & dependents, who can
clam or get or do ndhing but what grace bestows? Humility is ‘simply the
disposition which prepares the soul for living ontrust. And every, even the most seaet
breahing of pride, in self-seeking, salf-will, self-confidence, or self exaltation, is just
the strengthening of that self which can na enter the kingdom, or possessthe things of
the kingdom, because it refuses to allow Godto be what He is and must be there - the
All'in All.

Faith is the organ o sense for the perception and apprehension d the heavenly world
and its blessngs. Faith seeks .the glory that comes from God, that only comes where
God is All. Aslong as we take glory from one another, as long as ever we seek and
love and jedously guard the glory of this life, the honou and reputation that comes
from men, we do nd se&k, and can nd recave the glory that comes from God. Pride
renders faith impossble. Salvation comes through a aoss and a aucified Christ.
Savation is the fellowship with the aqucified Christ in the Spirit of His cross
Salvation is union with and delight in, salvation is participation in, the humility of
Jesus. Is it wonder that our faith is 9 feeble when pride still reigns $ much, and we
have scarce leant even to long or pray for humility as the most needful and Hessed
part of salvation?

Humility and faith are more nealy alli ed in Scripture than many know. Seeit in the
life of Christ. There ae two cases in which He spoke of a grea faith. Had na the
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centurion, at whose faith He marvelled, saying, “I have not found so grea faith, no,
nat in Israd!” spoken, “I am nat worthy that Thou shoudst come under my roof” ?
And had na the mother to whom He spoke, “O woman, gred is thy faith!” accepted
the name of dog, and said, “Yea Lord, yet the dogs ea of the aumbs?’ It is the
humility that brings a soul to be nothing before God, that aso removes every
hindranceto faith, and makes it only fea lest it shoud dshonou Him by not trusting
Him wholly.

Brother, have we not here the cause of fail ure in the pursuit of hainess? Isit nat this,
though we knew it nat, that made our conseaation and ou faith so superficia and so
short-lived? We had no idea to what an extent pride and self were still seaetly
working within us, and hav aone God by His incoming and His mighty power could
cast them out. We understood nd how nathing but the new and dvine nature, taking
entirely the place of the old self, coud make us redly humble. We knew not that
absolute, unceaing, universal humility must be the root disposition o every prayer
and every approach to God as well as of every deding with man; and that we might as
well attempt to see withou eyes, or live withou breah, as believe or draw nigh to
God or dwell in His love, without an all-pervading humility and lowliness of heart.

Brother, have we not been making a mistake in taking so much troulde to believe,
while dl the time there was the old self in its pride seeking to passessitself of God's
blessng and riches? No wonder we wuld na believe. Let us change our course. Let
us ek first of al to humble ourselves under the mighty hand d God: He will exalt
us. The aoss and the deah, and the grave, into which Jesus humbled Himself, were
His path to the glory of God. And they are our path. Let our one desire and ou fervent
prayer be, to be humbled with Him and like Him; let us accept gladly whatever can
humble us before God or men; this alone is the path to the glory of God.

You perhaps fed inclined to ask a question. | have spoken of some who have blessed
experiences, or are the means of bringing blessng to athers, and yet are lacking in
humility. You ask whether these do nd prove that they have true, even strong faith,
though they show too clealy that they still seek too much the honou that cometh
from men. There is more than ore aaswer can be given. But the principal answer in
our present conredion is this: They indeed have ameasure of faith, in propation to
which, with the speaal gifts bestowed uponthem, is the blessng they bring to athers.
But in that very blessng the work of their faith is hindered, through the ladk of
humility. The blessng is often superficial or transitory, just becaise they are not the
nathing that opens the way for God to be dl. A degoer humility would withou doult
bring a degoer and fuller blessng. The Holy Spirit not only working in them as a
Spirit of power, but dwelli ng in them in the full nessof His grace and speaally that of
humility, would through them communicae Himself to these wnwerts for a life of
power and holiness and steadfastness now all too little seen.

“How can ye believe, which recave glory from one another?’ Brother! nothing can
cure you d the desire of recaving dory from men, o of the sensitivenessand pain
and anger which come when it is not given, bu giving yourself to seek only the glory
that comes from God. Let the glory of the All glorious God ke ererything to you. You
will be freed from the glory of men and o self, and ke content and glad to be nothing.
Out of this nothingnessyou will grow strong in faith, giving dory to God, and you
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will find that the deegper you sink in humility before Him, the nearer He is to fulfil the
every desire of your Faith.
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CHAPTER 10
HUMILITY AND DEATH TO SELF

“He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death.” - Philippians 2:8

Humility is the path to deah, becaise in deah it gives the highest proof of its
perfedion. Humility is the blossom of which deah to sdf, is the ,perfed. fruit. Jesus
humbled Himself unto deah, and opened the path in which we too must walk. As
there was no way for Him to prove His surrender to God to the very uttermost, or to
give up and rise out of our human nature to the glory of the Father but through deah,
so with us too. Humility must lead usto de to self: so we prove how whaly we have
given ouselves upto it andto God; so done we ae freed from falen nature, and find
the path that leads to life in God, to that full birth of the new nature.

We have spoken of what Jesus did for His disciples when He communicated His
resurredion life to them, when in the descent of the Holy Spirit He, the glorified and
enthroned Meekness adualy came from heaven Himself to dwell in them. He won
the power to dothis through deah: in itsinmost nature the life He imparted was alife
out of deah, alife that had been surrendered to deah, and keen won through deah.
He who cameto dwell i n them was Himself One who had been dead and naw lives for
evermore. His life, His person, His presence, beas the marks of deah, o being alife
begotten ou of deah. That life in His disciples ever beas the deah-marks too; it is
only as the Spirit of the deah, o the dying One, dwells and works in the soul, that the
power of His life can be known. The first and chief of the marks of the dying of the
Lord Jesus, of the deah-marks that show the true follower of Jesus, is humility. For
these two reasons: Only humility leads to perfed deah; Only deah perfeds humility.
Humility and deah are in their very nature one: humility is the bud in deah the fruit
is ripened to perfection.

Humility leads to perfed deah. Humility means the giving up d self and the taking of
the place of perfed nathingness before God. Jesus humbled Himself, and becane
obedient unto deah. In deah He gave the highest, the perfed proaof of having gven up
His will to the will of God. In deah He gave up His =if, with its natural reluctanceto
drink the aup; He gave up the life He had in urion with ou human nature; He died to
self, and the sin that tempted Him; so, as man, He entered into the perfea life of God.
If it had na been for His boundesshumility, counting Himself as nothing except as a
servant to do and suffer the will of God, He never would have died.

This gives us the answer to the question so dften asked, and d which the meaning is
so seldom clealy apprehended: How can | die to self? The deah to self is not your
work, it is God s work. In Christ you are dea to sin the life there isin you has gone
through the processof deah and resurredion; you may be sure you are indeed deal to
sin. But the full manifestation d the power of this deah in your disposition and
condtct. depends uponthe measure in which the Holy Spirit imparts the power of the
deah of Christ And here it is that the teading is needed: if you would enter into full
fellowship with Christ in His deah, and knaw the full deliverance from self, humble
yourself. Thisis your one duty. Placeyourself before God in your utter helplessiess
consent heatily to the fad of your impotence to slay or make dive yourself; sink
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down into your own nahingness in the spirit of meek and patient and trustful
surrender to God. Accept every humiliation,.look uponevery fell ow-man who tries or
vexes you, as a means of graceto humble you. Use every oppatunity of humbling’
yourself before your fellow-men as a help to abide humble before God. God will
accet such humbling of yourself as the proof that your whole heat desires it, as the
very best prayer for it, as your preparation for His mighty work of grace when, by the
mighty strengthening of His Holy Spirit, He reveds Christ fully in you, so that He, in
His form of a servant, istruly formed in you, and dvellsin your heat. It is the path of
humility which leads to perfed deah, the full and perfed experiencethat we ae deal
in Christ.

Then follows: Only this deah leads to perfed humility. Oh, beware of the mistake so
many make, who would fain be humble, bu are draid to be too humble. They have so
many qualifications and limitations, so many reasonings and questionings, as to what
true humility is to be and to do, that they never unreservedly yield themselves to it.
Beware of this. Humble yourself unto the deah. It isin the deah to self that humility
is perfeded. Be sure that at the root of al red experience of more grace of all true
advancein conseaation, d al adually increasing conformity to the likenessof Jesus,
there must be adeadnessto self that proves itself to God and men in ou dispositions
and hebits. It is sadly possble to spe&k of the deah-life and the Spirit-walk, while
even the tenderest love can na but seehow much thereis of self. The deah to self has
no surer deah-mark than a humility which makes itself of no reputation, which
empties out itself, and takes the form of a servant. It is possble to speak much and
horestly of fellowship with a despised and rgeded Jesus, and d beaing His cross
while the meek and lowly, the kind and gentle humility of the Lamb of God is not
se@, is cacdy sought. The Lamb of God means to two things - meeknessand ceah.
Let us ek to recave Him in bah forms. In Him they are inseparable: they must bein
us too.

What a hopelesstask if we had to dothe work! Nature never can overcome - nature,
nat even with the help of grace Self can never cast out self, even in the regenerate
man. Praise God' the work has been dore, and finished and perfeded for ever. The
deah o Jesus, once and forever, is our deah to self. And the ascension o Jesus, His
entering once and for ever into the Holiest, has given us the Holy Spirit to
communicae to usin power, and make our very own, the power of the deah-life. As
the soul, in the pursuit and pradice of humility, follows in the steps of Jesus, its
consciousness of the need of something more is awakened, its desire and hoge is
quickened, its faith is drengthened, and it leans to look upand claim and receve that
true full nessof the Spirit of Jesus, which can daily maintain His deah to self and sin
initsfull power, and make humility the dl pervading spirit of our life.(Seencte “C” at
end of this chapter.)

“Are ye ignorant that al we who were baptised into Jesus Christ were baptised into
His deah? Redkon yourselves to be deal urto sin, bu aive unto God in Christ Jesus.
Present yourself unto God, as alive from the deal. “The whale self consciousness of
the Christian isto be imbued and charaderised by the spirit that animated the deah of
Christ. He has ever to present himself to God as one who hes died in Christ, and in
Christ is aive from the dead, beaing abou in his body the dying of the Lord Jesus.
His life ever beas the two-fold mark: its roots griking in true humility deep into the
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grave of Jesus, the deah to sin and sdlf; its head lifted upin resurredion paver to the
heaven where Jesus is.

Believer, clam in faith the deah and the life of Jesus as thine. Enter in His grave into
the rest from self and its work - the rest of God. With Christ, who committed His
spirit into the Father’s hands, humble thyself and descend ead day into that perfed,
helpless dependence upon God. God will raise thee up and exalt thee Sink every
morning in degp, deg nahingnessinto the grave of Jesus; every day the life of Jesus
will be manifest in thee Let awilli ng, loving, restful, happy humility be the mark that
thou hest indead claimed thy birthright - the baptism into the deah of Christ. “By one
offering He has perfeded for ever them that are sanctified. “ The souls that enter into
His humiliation will find in Him the power to see ad count self dea, and, as those
who have leaned and recaved of Him, to walk with al [owliness and meekness
forbeaing one anather in love. The deah-lifeis en in ameenessand lowlinesslike
that of Christ.

NOTEC

“To deto sdf, or come from under its power, is not, can na be dore, by any adive
resistancewe can maketo it by the powers of nature. The one true way of dying to self
is the way of patience, meekness humility, and resignation to God. This is the truth
and perfedion d dying to self ...For if | ask you what the Lamb of God means, must
you nd tell methat it isand means the perfedion d patience meekness humility, and
resignation to God? Must you nd therefore say that a desire and faith of these virtues
is an applicationto Christ, isagiving up yourself to Him and the perfedion d faith in
Him? And then, becaise this inclination d your heat to sink dovn in patience
meekness humility, and resignation to God, is truly giving up al that you are and all
that you have from fallen Adam, it is perfedly leaving al you have to follow Christ; it
is your highest ad of faith in Him. Christ is nowhere but in these virtues; when they
are there, He is in His own kingdom. Let this be the Christ you follow.

“The Spirit of divine love can have no krth in any fallen credure, till it wills and
choases to be dea to al sdlf, in a patient, humble resignation to the power and mercy
of God. “l see&k for al my salvation through the merits and mediation d the mee,
humble, patient, suffering Lamb of God, who alone hath paver to lbring forth the
blessed hirth o these heavenly virtuesin my soul. There is no pashility of salvation
but in and by the birth of the meek, humble, patient, resigned Lamb of God in ou
souls. When the Lamb of God heth brought forth a red birth of His own meekness
humility, and full resignationto Godin ou souls, then it isthe birthday of the Spirit of
love in ou souls, which, whenever we atain, will feast our souls with such peace ad
joy in God as will blot out the remembrance of everything that we cdled peaceor joy
before.

“This way to God is infallible. This infalli bility is grounced in the twofold charader
of our Saviour: 1. AsHeisthe Lamb of God, aprinciple of all meeknessand humility
in the soul; 2. As He is the Light of heaven, and Hesses eterna nature, and turns it
into a kingdom of heaven, when we ae willing to get rest to ou souls in meek,
humble resignation to God, then it is that He, as the Light of God and heaven, joyfully
bre&ks in upon &, turns our darknessinto light, and begins that kingdom of God and
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of love within us, which will never have an end.” - SeeWhdlly For God. (The whaoe
passage deserves caeful study, showing most remarkably how the continual sinking
down in humility before God is, from man’s side, the only way to die to self.)

34



CHAPTER 11
HUMILITY AND HAPPINESS

“Most gladly therefore will | rather glory in my weaknesses, that the
strength of Christ may rest upon me. Wherefore | take pleasure in
weakness: for when | am weak then am | strong.” - 2 Corinthians 12:9-10

Lest Paul shoud exalt himself, by reason d the excealding greanessof the revelations,
athorn in the flesh was snt him to kegp hm humble. Paul’ s first desire was to have it
removed, and he besought the Lord thrice that it might depart. The axswer came that
thetrial was ablessng; that, in the wes&knessand humiliationit brought, the grace ad
strength of the Lord could be the better manifested. Paul at once extered upona new
stagein hisrelationto thetria: instead of smply enduring it, he most gladly gloried in
it; instead of asking for deliverance he took deasure in it. He had leaned that the
place of humiliation is the place of blessing, of power, of joy.

Every Christian virtually passes through these two stages in his pursuit of humility. In
the first he feas and flees and seeks deliverance from al that can humble him. He has
naot yet leant to seek humility at any cost. He has accepted the command to be
humble, and seeks to oley it, though only to find hawv utterly he fails. He prays for
humility, at times very eanestly; but in his saet heat he prays more, if not in word,
then in wish, to be kept from the very things that will make him humble. He is nat yet
so in love with humility as the beauty of the Lamb of God, and the joy of heaven, that
he would sell al to procure it. In his pursuit of it, and hs prayer for it, there is 4gill
somewhat of a sense of burden and d bondge; to humble himself has not yet become
the sportaneous expresson d alife and a nature that is essentially humble. It has not
yet become his joy and orly pleasure. He can na yet say, “Most gladly do | glory in
weakness, | take pleasure in whatever humbles me.”

But can we hope to read the stage in which this will be the cae? Undouliedly. And
what will it be that brings us there? That which brought Paul there - a new revelation
of the Lord Jesus. Nothing but the presence of God can reved and expel self. A
cleaer insight was to be given to Paul into the deep truth that the presence of Jesus
will banish every desire to seek anything in ouselves, and will make us delight in
every humiliation that prepares us for His fuller manifestation. Our humiliations lead
us, in the experience of the presence and pawver of Jesus, to choase humility as our
highest blessing. Let us try to learn the lessons the story of Paul teaches us.

We may have advanced believers, eminent teaders, men of heavenly experiences,
who have not yet fully leant the lesson o perfea humility, gladly glorying in
wedkness We seethis in Paul. The danger of exalting himself was coming very nea.
He knew not yet perfedly what it was to be nathing; to de, that Christ adone might
live in him; to take pleasure in al that brought him low. It appeas as if this were the
highest leson that he had to lean, full conformity to his Lord in that self-emptying
where he gloried in weakness that God might be all.

The highest leson a believer has to lean is humility. Oh that every Christian who

se&k to advance in hdiness may remember this well! There may be intense
conseaation, and fervent zed and heavenly experience and yet, if it is not prevented
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by very speaa dedings of the Lord, there may be an urnconscious =if-exaltation with
it al. Let us lean the leson - the highest halinessis the degpest humility; and let us
remember that comes nat of itself, but only as it is made matter of spedal deding on
the part of our faithful Lord and His faithful servant.

Let uslookat our livesin the light of this experience, and seewhether we gladly glory
in we&kness whether we take pleasure, as Paul did, in injuries, in necessties, in
distresses. Yes, let us ask whether we have leant to regard a reproaf, just or unjust, a
reproach from friend a enemy, an injury, or troulde, or difficulty into which athers
bring us, as above dl an oppatunity of proving Jesus is al to us, how our own
pleasure or honou are nothing, and, hav humiliation is in very truth what we take
pleasurein. It isindeal bessed, the degp happinessof heaven, to be so freefrom self
that whatever is said of us or dore to usislost and swallowed up,in the thought that
Jesus is all.

Let us trust Him who took charge of Paul to take charge of ustoo. Paul needed spedal
discipline, and with it speaal instruction, to lean, what was more predous than even
the unuterable things he had head in hearen what it is to glory in we&ness and
lowliness We nedl it, too, ohso much. He who cared for him will care for ustoo. He
watches over us with a jedous, loving care, “lest we exat ourselves’. When we ae
doing so, He seeks to dscover to us the evil, and dHiver us from it. In tria and
wedknessand troude He seeks to bring us low, urtil we so lean that His graceis all,
asto take pleasure in the very thing that brings us and kegos us low. His drength made
perfed in ou wea&kness His presence filli ng and satisfying our emptiness beammes
the seaet of a humility that need never fail. It can, as Paul, in full sight of what God
works in us, and through us, ever say, “In nahing was | behind the chiefest apostles,
though | am nothing.” His humiliations had led him to true humility, with its
wonderful gladness and glorying and pleasure in all that humbles.

“Most gladly will 1 glory in my wegnesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon
me; wherefore | take pleasure in wedknesses. “The humble man has leant the seaet
of abiding dadness The wedker he feds, the lower he sinks, the greder his
humili ations appea, the more the power and the presence of Christ are his portion,
,until, as he says, “I am nathing,” the word of his Lord brings ever deeoer joy: “My
grace is sufficient for thee.”

| fed asif | must once ajain gather up al in the two lesons. the danger of pride is
greater and nearer than we think, and the grace for humility too.

The danger of prideis greder and reaer than we think, and that espeaally at the time
of our highest experiences. The preater of spiritual truth with an admiring
congregation hanging on hs lips, the gifted spe&ker on a Holiness platform
expoundng the seaets of the heavenly life, the Christian giving testimony to a blessed
experience, the evangelist moving on as in triumph, and made ablessng to rejoicing
multitudesno man knows the hidden, the unconscious danger to which these ae
exposed. Paul was in danger without knowing it; what Jesus did for him is written for
our admonition, that we may know our danger and knav our only safety. If ever it has
been said of ateader or profesor of hdiness heis 2 full of self; or, he does not
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practise what he preaches; or, his blessing has not made him humbler or gentler - let it
be said no more. Jesus, in whom we trust, can make us humble.

Y es, the grace for humility is greater and nearer, too, than we think. The humility of
Jesus is our salvation: Jesus Himself is our humility. Our humility is His care and His
work. His grace is sufficient for us, to meet the temptation of pride too. His strength
will be perfected in our weakness. Let us choose to be weak, to be low, to be nothing.
Let humility be to us joy and gladness. Let us gladly glory and take pleasure in
weakness, in al that can humble us and keep us low; the power of Christ will rest
upon us. Christ humbled Himself, therefore God exated Him. Christ will humble us,
and keep us humble; let us heartily consent, let us trustfully and joyfully accept al that
humbles; the power of Christ will rest upon us. We shall find that the deepest humility
isthe secret of the truest happiness, of ajoy that nothing can destroy.
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CHAPTER 12
HUMILITY AND EXALTATION

“He that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” - Luke 14:11; 18:14

“God giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourself in the
sight of the Lord, and He shall exalt you.” - James 4:10

“Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand
of God, that He may exalt you in due time.” - 1 Peter 5:6

Just yesterday | was asked the question, How am | to conquer this pride? The answer;
was smple. Two things are needed. Do what; God says is your work: humble
yourself. Trust Him to do what He says is His work: He will exalt you.

The command is clea: humble yourself. That does not mean that it is your work to
conquer and cast out the pride of your nature, and to form within yourself the
lowlinessof the haly Jesus. No, thisis God s work; the very essence of that exaltation,
wherein He lifts you upinto the red likenessof the beloved Son. What the command
does mean is this: take every oppatunity of humbling yourself before God and man.
In the faith of the gracethat is already working in you; in the aaurance of the more
gracefor victory that is coming; up to the light that conscience eahb time flashes upon
the pride of the heat and its workings; notwithstanding al there may be of failure and
falli ng, stand persistently as under the unchanging command: humble yourself. Accept
with gratitude everything that God alows from within o withou, from friend o
enemy, in nature or in grace to remind you d your need of humbling, andto help you
to it. Redkon humility to be indeed the mother-virtue, your very first duty before God,
the one perpetua safeguard o the soul, and set your heat uponit as the source of all
blesang. The promise is divine and sure: He that humbleth himself shall be exalted.
Seethat you dothe one thing God asks: humble yourself. God will seethat does the
one thing He has promised. He will give more grace; He will exalt you in due time.

All God's dedings with man are dharaderised by two stages. There is the time of
preparation, when command and promise, with the mingled experience of effort and
impotence, of failure and partial success with the holy expedancy of something better
which these waken, train and dscipline men for a higher stage. Then comes the time
of fulfilment, when fath inherits the promise, and enjoys what it had so dften
struggled for in vain. This law halds goodin every part of the Christian life, and in the
pursuit of every separate virtue. And that because it is grounded in the very nature of
things. In al that concerns our redemption, God must needs take the initiative. When
that has been dore, man’s turn comes. In the dfort after obedience and attainment, he
must lean to know his impotence, in self-despair to de to hmself, and so be fitted
voluntarily and intelli gently to recave from God the end, the completion d that of
which he had acceted the beginning in ignorance So, God who had been the
Beginning, ere man rightly knew Him, or fully understood what His purpose was, is
longed for and. welcomed as the End, as the All in All.

It is even thus, too, in the pursuit of humility. To every Christian the cmmmand comes
from the throne of God Himself: humble yourself. The eanest attempt to listen and
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obey will be rewarded - yes, rewarded - with the painful discovery of two things. The
one, what depth of pride, that is of unwilli ngnessto court oneself and to be courted
nathing, to submit absolutely to God, there was, that one never knew. The other, what
utter impotencethereisin al our efforts, andin al our prayers too for God's help, to
destroy the hideous monster. Blessed the man who nav leansto pu his hope in God,
and to persevere, nawithstanding al the power of pride within him, in ads of
humiliation kefore God and Men. We know the law of human nature: ads produce
habits, habits breed dspasitions, dispositions form the will, and the rightly-formed
will i scharader. It isno aherwise in the work of grace As ads, persistently repeaed,
beget habits and dspositions, and these strengthened the will, He who works bath to
will andto docomes with His mighty power and Spirit; and the humbling of the proud
heat with which the’ penitent saint cast himself so dften before God, is rewarded with
the “more grace” of the humble heat, in which the Spirit of Jesus has conquered, and
brought the new nature to its maturity, and He the meek and lowly One now dwell s for
ever.

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will exalt you. And wherein daes
the exaltation consist? The highest glory of the aeaure isin being only a vessd, to
recave and enjoy and show forth the glory of God. It can dothis only asit is willi ng
to be nathing in itself, that God may be dl. Water aways fill s first the lowest places.
The lower, the emptier a man lies before God, the spealdier and the fuller will be the
inflow of the divine glory. The exdtation God pomises is nat, can nd be, any
externa thing apart from Himself: all that He has to give or can give is only more of
Himself, Himself to take more complete possesson. The exdtation is nat, like an
eathly prize, something arbitrary, in no recessary conredion with the conduct to be
rewarded. No, bu it is in its very nature the dfed and result of the humbling of
ourselves. It is nathing but the gift of such a divine indwelling humility, such a
conformity to and psssson d the humility of the Lamb o God, as fits us for
receiving fully the indwelling of God.

He that humbleth hmself shall be exalted. Of the truth of these words Jesus Himself
is the proof; of the cetainty of their fulfilment to us He is the pledge. Let us take His
yoke upon s and lean of Him, for He is mee&k and lowly of heat. If we ae but
willi ng to stoopto Him, as He has fooped to us, He will yet stoopto eat ore of us
again, and we shall find ouselves not unequally yoked with Him. As we enter deeper
into the fellowship o His humiliation, and either humble ourselves or bea the
humbling of men, we can court uponit that the Spirit of His exaltation, “the Spirit of
God and d glory,” will rest upon 8. The presence and the power of the glorified
Christ will come to them that are of an humble spirit. When God can again have His
rightful placein us, He will li ft us up. Make His glory thy care in humbling thyself;
He will make thy glory His care in perfeding thy humility, and kreahing into theg as
thy abiding life, the very Spirit of His Son. As the dl-pervading life of God ps®sses
theg there will be nothing so natural, and ndhing so swed, asto be nothing, with na
a thouwght or wish for self, because dl is occupied with Him who fill eth all. “Most
gladly will I glory in my weakness, that the strength of Christ may rest upon me.”

Brother, have we not here the reason that our conseaation and ou faith have availed

so littl e in the pursuit of haliness? It was by self and its grength that the work was
dore under the name of faith; it was for self and its happinessthat God was cdled in;
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it was, unconsciously, bu still truly, in self andits holinessthat the soul rejoiced. We
never knew that humility, absolute, abiding, Christlike humility and self-effacement,
pervading and marking our whale life with God and man, was the most essentia
element of the life of the holiness we sought for.

It isonly in the possesson d God that | lose myself. Asit isin the height and kreadth
and glory of the sunshine that the littl eness of the mote playing in its beans is e,
even so humility is the taking our placein God's presence to be nothing but a mote
dwelling in the sunlight of His love.

“How grea is God! how small am I! Lost, swallowed upin Love' s immensity! God
only there, not I.”

May God teat us to believe that to be humble, to be nothing in His presence is the
highest attainment, and the fullest blessng of the Christian life. He spe&ks to us: “I
dwell in the high and hdy place and with him the is of a cntrite and humble spirit.”
Be this our portion!

“Oh, to be emptier, lowlier,
Mean, unnoticed, and unknown,
And to God a vessel holier,
Filled with Christ, and Christ alone!”

NOTE D
A SECRET OF SECRETS-HUMILITY THE SOUL OF TRUE PRAYER

Till the spirit of the heat be renewed, till it is emptied of al eathly desires, and
stands in an habitual hurger and thirst after God, which is the true spirit of prayer; till
then, al our prayer will be, more or less bu too much like lessons given to schalars;
and we shal mostly say them, only becaise we dare not neglea them. But be nat
discouraged; take the following advice and then you may go to church withou any
danger of mere lip-labou or hypocrisy, athough there shodd be ahymn o a prayer,
whose language is higher than that of your heat. Do this. go to the church as the
pulican went to the temple; stand inwardly in the spirit of your mind in that form
which he outwardly expressed, when he cat down his eyes, and could ony say, “God
be merciful to me, asinner.” Stand urchangealy, at least in your desire, in this form
or state of heat; it will sanctify every petition that comes out of your mouth; and
when anything isread o sung or prayed, that is more exalted than your heat is, if you
make this an occasion d further sinking down in the spirit of the pubican, you will
then be helped, and hghly blessed, by those prayers and praises which seam only to
belong to a heart better than yours.

This, my friend, is a seaet of seaets; it will help you to regp where you have not
sown, and ke a ontinua source of gracein your soul; for everything that inwardly
gtirs in you, a outwardly happens to you, becomes a red good to you, if it finds or
excites in you this humble state of mind. For nathing is in vain, a withou profit to
the humble soul; it stands aways in a state of divine growth; everything that falls
uponit is like adew of heaven to it. Shut up yourself, therefore, in this form of
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Humility; al goodis enclosed init; it is a water of heaven, that turns the fire of the
fallen soul into the meeknessof the divine life, and credes that oil, ou of which the
love to God and man gets its flame. Be enclosed, therefore, alwaysin it; let it be & a
garment wherewith you are dways covered, and a girdle with which you are girt;
breahe nothing but in and from its irit; seenaothing but with its eyes; hea nathing
but with its eas. And then, whether you are in the church o out of the church, heaing
the praises of God a recaving wrongs from men and the world, al will be
edificaion, and everything will help forward your growth in the life of God. (The
Spirit of Prayer, Part 2, page 121)

A PRAYER FOR HUMILITY

I will here give you an infali ble touchstone, that will try al to the truth. It is this:
retire from the world and all conversation, only for one month; neither write, na rea,
nor debate anything with yourself; stop al the former workings of your heat and
mind: and, with all the strength of your heat, stand al this month, as continually as
you can, in the following form of prayer to God. Offer it frequently on your knees; but
whether sitting, walking, or standing, be dways inwardly longing, and eanestly
praying this one prayer to God: “That of His grea goodressHe would make known to
you, and take from your heat, every kind and form and degreeof Pride, whether it be
from evil spirits, or your own corrupt nature; and that He would awaken in you the
deegoest depth and truth of that Humility, which can make you cgpable of His light and
Holy Spirit.” Reged every thought, bu that of waiting and praying in this matter from
the bottom of your heat, with such truth and eanestness as people in torment wish to
pray and be delivered from it ... If you can and will give yourself up in truth and
sincerity to this irit of prayer, | will venture to affirm that, if you hed twice & many
evil spirits in you as Mary Magdalene had, they will al be cat out of you, and you
will be forced with her to weep teas of love & the fed of the haly Jesus. - The Spirit
of Prayer, Part 2, page 124
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