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“They go from strength to strength, Every one of themappeareth before God in Zion.”



TRANSLATOR’S NOTE

A glance d the pages of this littl e work will show that it is more dementary than the
other writings of its honoued author. The reason is that is gedally designed for
youryg disciples who have but recently chosen the better part, and consequently need
nathing so much asjust to sit at the fed of Jesus and hea His word. Every minister of
a angregation in which young people have been brought to the Lord, will remember
the keen feding of anxiety that swept over his heat as he contemplated their entrance
on the duties and resporsibilities of a puldic Christian confesson. The supreme
guestion at such a time is. How shall these young converts be built up in the
knowledge of the truth? How shall they be best taught the red nature of the new life
they have receved, the dangers by which it is beset, and the diredions in which its
energy may safely go forth?

The desire to give afitting answer to these questions has given rise to many excdlent
manuals. In conredion with every time of revival, espedally, new books for this
circle of readers adways make their appeaance As Mr. Murray indicaes in the
Preface it was in the midst of such a happy period that the following chapters were
written. The volume cane under my noticewhil st | was recently travelling in Holland.
A brief inspedion showed me that it was one of the most simple, comprehensive, and
suggestive of its class It is now transated into English from the latest Dutch edition,
that the many thousands who have profited by Mr. Murray’s other admirable works
may have asuitable bookto give or recommend to thase who are setting their faces
towards an earnest and fruitful Christian life.

That it will be very helpful to thisend | can na doult: espedadly if the diredions the
author himself has given are faithfully adhered to. It will be noticed that the dhapters
are omparatively short; but every one of them has a considerable number of Biblicd
references. Let no reader be content to read what is written here without turning up
and examining the texts marked. This pradice if persistently caried ou, can nd fall
to yield much recompense. There ae just as many chapters in the book as Sabbaths in
the yea. What an additional blessng it would kring, if the members of a family who
have had accessto the book duing the week, were to hea a dhapter read aloud every
Sabbath evening, and were encouraged to qude the texts in ead that my have struck
them most.

| have only to add that the volume is now translated and issued with Mr. Murray’s
cordia sanction. It has been to me avery pleasant task to pu t into an English dress
for my yourger brethren throughou the wuntry. Beyond this point, of course, my
resporsibility does nat go. Shoud the book pove useful in guiding the fed of those
who have cme to the Lord yet further into the way of peace ad hdiness it will be,
both for author and translator, the answer to many a fervent prayer.

J.P.L.

Abbroath, September 1891



PREFACE

In intercourse with young converts, | have very frequently longed for a suitable book
in which the most important truths that they have need of for the New Life should be
briefly and ssimply set forth. | could not find anything that entirely corresponded to
what | desired. During the services in which, since Whitsuntide, 1884, | have been
permitted to take part, and in which | have been enabled to speak with so many who
professed to have found the Lord, and who were, nevertheless, still very weak in
knowledge and faith, this want was felt by me still more keenly. In the course of my
journey, | felt myself pressed to take the pen in hand. Under a vivid impression of the
infirmities and the perverted thoughts concerning the New Life, with which, as was
manifest to me from conversations | had with them, aimost all young Christians have
to wrestle, | wished, in some words of instruction and encouragement, to let them see
what aglorious life of power and joy is prepared for them in their Lord Jesus, and how
simple the way isto enjoy all this blessing.

| have confined myself in these reflections to some of the most important topics. The
first isthe Word of God as the glorious and sure guide, even for the simplest souls that
will only surrender themselves to it. Then, as the chief element in the word, there is
the Son, the gift of the Father, to do all for us. Thereupon follows what the Scriptures
teach concerning Sn, as the only thing that we have to bring to Jesus, as that which
we must give to Him, and from which He will set us free. Further, there is Faith, the
great word in which is expressed our inability to bring or to do anything, and that
teaches us that all our salvation must be received every day of our life as a gift from
above. With the Holy Spirit also must the young Christian make acquaintance, as the
Person through whom the word and Jesus, with al His work, and faith in Him, can
become power and truth. Then there is the Holy Life of obedience and of fruitfulness,
in which the Spirit teaches us to walk. It is to these six leading thoughts of the New
Life that | have confined myself, with the ceaseless prayer that God may use what |
have written to make His young children understand what a glorious and mighty life it
is that they have received from their Father. It was often very unwillingly that | took
leave of the young converts who had to go back to lonely places, where they could
have little counsel or help, and seldom mingle in the preaching of the word. It is my
sure and confident expectation that what the Lord has given me to write shall prove a
blessing to many of these young confessors.

(I have, in some instances, attached the names of the places where the different
portions of this manual were written; in others, the names of the towns where the
substance of them was spoken, as a remembrance to the friends with whom | had
intercourse.)

While writing this book | have had a second wish abiding with me. | have thought
what | could possibly do to secure that my little book should not draw away attention
from the word of God, but rather help to make the word more precious. | resolved to
furnish the work with marginal references, so that, on every point that was treated of,
the reader might be stirred up still to listen to the Word itself, to GOD HIMSELF.



| am hopeful that this arrangement will yield a doulde benefit. Many a one does not
know, and had nobog to teatch him, how to examine the Scriptures properly. This
book may help hm in his loneliness If he will only meditate on ore and ancther
point, and then look upthe texts that are quated, he will get into the way of consulting
God s word itself onthat which he wishes to understand. But it may just as realily be
of servicein prayer medings or socia gatherings for the study of the word. Let eat
one rea the portion fixed on at home ad review those texts that seem to him the
most important. Let the president of the meding read the portion doud orce Let him
then request that ead ore who deases $roud annource one and ancther text on that
point which has struck him most.

We have foundin my congregation that the benefit of such meeings for bringing and
reading aloudtexts on a point previously annourced, is very gred. This pradice leads
to the searching of God s word, as even preading does nat. It stirs up the members of
the congregation, espedally the young people, to independent deding with the word.
It leads to a more living fellowship amongst the members of Christ’s body, and helps
also their up-building in love. It prepares the way for a socia reaognition d the word
as the living communicaion d the thoughts of God, which with Divine power shall
work in uswhat is pleasing to God. | am persuaded that there is many a believing man
and woman that asks what they can acamplish for the Lord, who along this pathway
could beaome the dchannels of grea blessng. Let them once aweek bring together
some of their neighbous or friends (sometimes two o three househald live on ore
farm) to hea read ou texts for which al have been previously seaching: the Lord
shall certainly give His blessing there.

With resped to the use of this bookin retirement, | would fain request one thing more.
I hope that no ore will think it strange. Let every portion ke read ower at least three
times. The grea bane of all our converse with Divine things is superficiality. When
we read anything and undrstand it somewhat, we think that this is enough. No: we
must give time, that it may make an impresson and wield its own influence upon ts.
Rea every portion the first time with consideration, to understand the good that is in
it, and then seeif you receve benefit from the thoughts that are there expressd. Real
it the second time to seeif it isredly in acordance with God' s word: take some, if not
al, of the texts that are alduced on ead pdnt, and pondr them in order to come
under the full force of what God hes sid onthe point. Let your God, through His
word, tead you what you must think and believe ancerning Him and His will . Read
it then the third time to find ou the correspondng places, na in the Bible, bu in your
own life, in arder to know if your life has been in harmony with the New Life, and to
dired your life for the future entirely acording to God' s word. | am fully persuaded
that the time and pains gent on such converse with the word of God undr the
teading of this or some book that helps you in deding with it, will be rewarded
tenfold.

| conclude with a cordial brotherly greding to al with whom | have been permitted to
mingle during the past yea, in speging abou the predous Saviour and His glorious
salvation: also to al in aher congregations, who in this last season have leaned to
know the beloved Lord Jesus as their Redeamer. With a heat full of peace adlove, |
think of you al, and | pray that the Lord may confirm His work in you. | have not
bemme weay of crying to you: the blessednessand the power of the New Life that is



in you are greater than you know, are wonderfully great: only learn to know aright and
trust in Jesus, the gift of God and the Scriptures, the word of God. Only give Him time
to hold converse with you and to work in you, and your heart shall overflow with the
blessedness of God.

Now to Him who is able to do more than exceedingly above all that we can ask or
think, to Him be glory in the Church to all eternity.

ANDREW MURRAY
Wellington, 12th August 1885
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|. THE NEW LIFE

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” - John 3:16

“For ye died, and your life is hid with Christ in God. Christ is our life.” - Colossians 3:3-4

“We declare unto you the life, the eternal life, which was with the Father, and
was manifested unto us. God gave unto us eternal life; and this life is in His
Son. He that hath the Son hath the life.” - 1 John 1:2, 11-12

How glorious, then, is the blessng which every one recaves that believesin the Lord
Jesus. Not only does there mme a tange in his dispasition and manner of life; he dso
recaves from God ou of heaven an entirely new life. He is born anew, ban o God:
he has passed from death into life. (John 1:12-13; 3:5, 7; 5:24; 1 John 3:14; 5:1)

This new life is nothing lessthan Eterna Life. (John 31516, 36 6:40, 5% 6:25-26;
Romans 6:11, 23 8:2; 1 John 512-13) This does not mean, as many suppcse, that our
life shall now no more die, bu shall endure into eternity. No: eternity life is nathing
else than the very life of God, the life that He has had in Himself from eternity, and
that has been visibly reveded in Christ. This life is now the portion o every child of
God. (1 John 1:3; 3:1, 5:11)

Thislifeisalife of inconcevable power. Whenever God gives life to a young plant or
animal, that life has in itself the power of growth, whereby the plant or animal as of
itself becomes large. Life is power. In the new life, that is, in your heat, there is the
power of eternity. (John 510, 28 Hebrews 7:16, 29 6:25-26; 2 Corinthians 7:9; 8:4;
Colosgans 3:3-4; Phili ppians 4:13) More cetain than the hedthful growth of any tree
or animal is the growth and increase of the diild of God, who in redity surrenders
himself to the working of the new life.

What hinders this power and the recetion d the new spiritual life is chiefly two
things. The one is ignorance of its nature, its laws and workings. Man, even the
Christian, has of himself not the least conception d the new life that comes from God:
it surpasses al his thoughts. His own perverted thoughts of the way to serve and to
plesse God, remely, by what he does and is, are so deegly rooted in him, that,
athough he thinks that he understands and receves God's word, he yet thinks
humanly and carnally on Divine things. (Joshua 3:4; Isaiah 4:8,9; Matthew 16:23) Not
only must God give salvation and life; He must also give the Spirit to make us know
what He gives. Not only must He paint out the land d Canaan, and the way thither;
we must also, like the blind, ke led every day by Himself. The young Christian must
try to cherish a deg conviction d his ignorance oncerning the new life, and d his
inability to form right thoughts abou it. This will bring him to the meekness and to
the dildlike spirit of docility, to which the Lord shall make His aet known. (Psam
255, 89; 1438; Isaiah 4216; 64:4; Matthew 11:25; 1 Corinthians 1:18-19; 2:7, 10,
12; Hebrews 11:8)

There is a send hndrance in the way of faith. In the life of every plant and every
animal and every child there lies aufficient power by which it can become big. In the
new life, God has made the most glorious provision d a sufficient power whereby His



child can grow and become all that he must be. Christ Himself is his life and his
power of life. (Psalm 18:2; 27:1; 38:3; 34:8; John 14:19; Galatians 2:20; Colossians
3:3-4) Yet, because this mighty life is not visible or can not be felt, but works in the
midst of human weakness, the young Christian often becomes of doubtful mind. He
then fails to believe that he shall grow with Divine power and certainty. He does not
understand that the believing life is a life of faith whereby he reckons on the life that
is in Christ for him, athough he neither sees, feels, nor experiences anything.
(Habakkuk 2:4; Matthew 6:27; Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38)

Let every one then that has received this new life, cultivate this great conviction: it is
eternal life that worksin me: it works with Divine power: | can and shall become what
God will have me be: Christ Himself ismy life: | have to receive Him every day as my
life given by God to me, and He shall be my lifein full power.

O my Father, who hast given me Thy Son that | may have life in Him, | thank
Thee for the glorious new life that is now in me. | pray Thee, teach me to
know aright this new life. | will acknowledge my ignorance and the perverted
thoughts which are in me, concerning Thy service. | will believe in the
heavenly power of the new life that isin me: | will believe that my Lord Jesus,
who Himself is my life, will by His Spirit teach me to know how | can walk in
that life. Amen.

Try now to apprehend and appropriate the following lessons in your heart:

1. Itiseternd life, the very life of God, that you have now received through faith.

2. Thisnew lifeisin Christ, and the Holy Spirit isin you to bring over to you al that
isin Christ. Christ livesin you through the Holy Spirit.

3. Thislifeis a life of wonderful power. However weak you may feel, you must
believe in the Divine power of thelifethat isin you.

4. This life has need of time to grow in you and to take possession of you. Give it
time: it shall surely increase.

5. Forget not that al the laws and rules of this new life are in conflict with al human
thoughts of the way to please God. Be very much in dread of your thoughts, and
let Christ, who isyour life and aso your wisdom, teach you all things.



II. THE MILK OF THE WORD

“As new-born babes, long for the spiritual milk that is without guile,
that ye may grow thereby unto salvation” - 1 Peter 2:2

Beloved young Christians, hea what your Father has to say in this word. You have
just recently given yourselves to the Lord, and have believed that He has receved you.
You have thus receved the new life from God. you are now as new-born infants. He
would teach you in this word what is necessary that you may grow and wax strong.

The first paint is: you must know that you ae God's children. Hea how distinctly
Peter says thisto those just converted: (1 Peter 1:23; 2:2, 10,25) ‘You have been ban
again,’ ‘you are new-born infants,” ‘ you are now converted,” ‘ you are now the people
of God. A Christian, havever young and we&k he is, must know that he is God's
child. Then orly can he have the murage to believe that he shal make progress and
the boldness to use the food d the dildren provided in the word. All Scripture
teades us that we must know and can know that we ae dildren of God. (Romans
8:16; 1 Corinthians 3:1, 16 Galatians 4.6-7; 1 John 32, 14, 24 4:13, 510, 13 The
aswrance of fath is indispensable to a hedthy powerful growth in the Lord.
(Ephesians 5:8; Colossians 2:6; 1 Peter 1:14, 19)

The second pont which this word teadies you is: you ae still very weak, we&k as
new-born children. The joy and the love which a young conwvert sometimes
experiences do indead make him think that he is very strong. He runs the risk of
exalting himself, and d trusting in what he experiences. He must neverthelesslean
much of how he must beaome strong in his Lord Jesus. Endeasour to fed deeply that
you are still young and week. (1 Corinthians 3:1, 13 Hebrews 5:13-14) Out of this
sense of wegnesscomes the humility which has nothing (Matthew 5:3; Romans 12:3,
10; Ephesians 4:2; Phili ppians 2:3-4; Colosdans 3:12) in itself, and therefore expeds
all from its Lord. (Matthew 8:8, 15, 27-28)

The third leson is: the young Christian must not remain weak; he must grow and
increase in grace he must make progressand become strong. God lays it upon s as a
command. His word gives us concerning this point the most glorious promises. It lies
in the nature of the thing: a child of God must and can make progress The new lifeis
alife that is hedthy and strong: when a disciple surrenders himself to it, the growth
catainly comes. (Judges 5:31; Psaim 84:8, 9213-14; Proverbs 4.18; Isaiah 4031,
Ephesians 4:14; 1 Thessalonians 4:1; 2 Peter 3:18)

The fourth and principal lesson, the lesson which yourg disciples of Christ have most
neal o is: it is throughthe milk of the word that God' s new-born infants can gow.
The new life from the Spirit of God can be sustained orly by the word from the mouth
of God. Your life, my young brother, will | argely depend onwhether you lean to ded
wisely and well with God's word, a whether you lean to use the word from the
beginning as your milk. (Psalm 19:8, 11 11997, 10Q Isaiah 552-3; 1 Corinthians
12:11)

Seewhat a dharming parable the Lord has given us here in the mother’s milk. Out of
her own life does the mother yield food and life to her child. The feeding of the dild

10



isthe work of the tenderest love, in which the dnild is pressed to the breast, andis held
in the dosest fellowship with the mother. And the milk is just what the we&k child
requires, food gentle and yet strong.

Even so is there in the word of God the very life and paver of God. (John 663; 1
Thessalonians 2:13; Hebrews 4:12) His tender love will through the word receve us
into the gentlest and most intimate fell owship with Himself. (John 104) His love will
give us out of the word what is, like warm soft milk, just fitted for our weakness Let
no ore suppase that the word is too high o too hard for him. For the disciple who
recaves the word, and trustfully relies on Jesus to teady him by the Spirit, the word of
God shall pradicdly prove to be gentle swed milk for new-born infants. (Psalm
119:18; John 14:26; Ephesians 1:17-18)

Dea yourg Christian, would you continue standing, would you become strong, would
you always live for the Lord? Then hea this day the voice of your Father: *As new-
born babes, long for the spiritual milk that is withou guile’ Receave this word into
your heat and hdd it fast as the voice of your Father: on your use of the word of God
will your spiritual life depend. Let the word of God be predous to you abowve
everything. (Psalm 19:14, 47-48, 111, 127)

Abowe dl, forget nat this: the word is the milk; the sucking or drinking on the part of
the little adhild isthe inner, living, blessed fell owship with the mother’s love. Through
the Holy Spirit your use of the milk of the word can become warm, living fell owship
with the Living Love of your God. O long then very eagerly for the milk. Do na take
the word as omething that is hard and troudesome to understand: in that way you
lose dl delight init. Receave it with trust in the love of the living God. With a tender
motherly love will the Spirit of God tead and help you in your wegness Believe
always that the Spirit will make the word in youlife and joy, a blessed fell owship with
your God.

Precious Saviour, Thou hast taught me to believe Thy word, and Thou hast
made me by that faith a child of God. Through that word, as the milk of the
new-born babes, wilt Thou also feed me. Lord, for this milk shall | be very
eager: every day will | long after it. Teach me, through the Holy Spirit and
the word, to walk and hold converse every day in living fellowship with the
love of the Father. Teach me always to believe that the Spirit has been given
me with the word. Amen.

1. What texts do you consider the best for proving that the Scriptures tead us that
we must know we are children of God?

2. What are the three paints in which the sucking child is to us a type of the young
child in Christ in his dealing with the word?

3. What must a young Christian do when he has little blessng in the reading of
God s word? He must set himself through faith in fell owship with Jesus Himself:
he must redon that Jesus will teatcr hm through the Spirit and so trustfully
continue in the reading.

4. Oneverse dhosen to med our nedls, real ten times and then laid upin the heat,
is better than ten verses read orce Only so much o the word as | adualy receve
and inwardly appropriate for myself, is food for my soul.

11



Choose out for yourselves what you consider one of the most glorious promises
about making progress and becoming strong; learn it by heart, and repeat it
continually as the language of your positive expectation.

Have you learned well to understand what the great means for growth in grace is?
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Ill. GOD’S WORD IN OUR HEART

“Therefore shall ye lay up these My words in your heart and in your soul.” - Deuteronomy 11:18
“Son of man, all My words that | shall speak unto thee, receive in heart.” - Ezekiel 3:10

“Thy word have | laid up in mine heart, that | might not sin against Thee.” - Psalm 119:11

Long for the milk, that ye may grow thereby. This charming word taught every yourg
Christian that, if he would grow, he must receve the word as milk, as the living
participation d the life and the love of God. On this acount is it of so grea
importance to knowv well how we must ded with the word. The Lord says that we
must receve it and lay it in ou heat. (Deuteronamy 30:14; Psam 1:2; 11934, 36
Isaiah 517; John 538; 8:31; 15:7; Romans 10:8-9; Colossans 3:16) The word must
possess and fill the heart. What does that mean?

The heat is the temple of God. In the temple there was an ouer court and an inner
sanctuary. So also isit in the heat. The gate of the wurt is the understanding; what |
do nd understand can nd enter into the heat. Through the outer gate of the
understanding, the word comes into the curt. (Psalm 11934; Matthew 13:19; Acts
8:30) There it is kept by memory and refledion. (Psaim 11915-16) Still it i s nat yet
properly in the heat. From the court there is an entrance into the innermost sanctuary;
the entrance of the doa is faith. What | believe, that | recaeve into my heat. (John
5:38; Acts 8:37, Romans 10:10,17 Here it then becomes held fast in love and in the
surrender of the will . Where this takes place there the heat becmmes the sanctuary of
God. His law is there, as in the ak, and the soul cries out: ‘The law is within my
heart.” (Exodus 25:16; Psalm 37:31; 40:9; Colossians 3:16)

Yourg Christian, God hes asked your heat, your love, your whole self. You have
given yourself to Him. He has receved you, and would have you and your heat
entirely for Himself. He will make that heat full of Hisword. What isin the heat one
holds dea, becaise one thinks continually on that which gives joy. God would have
the word in the heat. Where His word is, there is He Himself and His might. He
considers Himself boundto fulfil His word; when you have the word, you have God
Himself to work in you. (Gen. 211; Josh. 2314) He will s that you shoud receve and
lay up His words in your heat: then will He gredly blessyou. (Deuteronamy 11:10;
28:1-2; Psalm 1:2-3; 119:14, 45, 98, 165; John 27:6, 8, 17)

How | wish that | could kring all young Christians to recave simply that word dof their
Father, ‘Lay up My words in your heat,” and to give their whale heat to become full
of God's word. Resolve then to do this. Take pains to understand what you read.
When you undrstand it, take then aways one or another word to ke in
remembrance and pondar. Lean words of God by heat; repea them to yourself in the
course of the day. The word is ®dl; the sead must have time, must be kept in the
ground so must the word be caried in the heat. Give the best powers of your heat,
your love, your desire, the willi ng and joyful adivity of your will, to God's word.
‘Bles=d is the man whose delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law doth he
meditate day and nght.’ Let the heat be atemple, na for the world and its thoughts,
but for God and His thoughts. (Psalm 11969; John 153, 7, 17:6, 8, 1 He that, every
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day, faithfully opens his heat to God's voice to hea what God says, and keeps and
caries abou that word, shall seehow faithfully God also shall open His heat to our
voice, to hear what we say to Him in prayer.

Dea Christian, pray real yet once ajain the words at the head o this dion. Receve
them as God' s word to you - the word of the Father who hes receved you as a dild,
of Jesus who has made you God's child. God asks of you, as His child, that you give
your heat to become fill ed with Hisword. Will you dothis? What say you? The Lord
Jesus would complete His haly work in you with paver along this way. (John 1421,
23, 1 John 214, 24 Revelation 38,10 Let your answer be distinct and continuots: ‘|
have hid Thy word in my heat;” * How love | thy law: it is my mediation al the day.’
Even if it appeas difficult for you to understand the word, real it only the more. The
Father has promised to make it a blessng in your heat. But you must first take it into
your heat. Believe then that God will by the Holy Spirit make it living and pawverful
in you.

O ny Father, who hast said to me: ‘My son, gve Me thine heart, | have
given Theemine heart. Now that Thou chargest me to lay up andto kee Thy
word in that heart, | answer: ‘I keg Thy commands with my whole heart.’
Father, teach me evey day so to recave Thy word in my heart that it can
exegcise thereits blesed influence Srengthen me in the deg conviction that
even thoughl do nd actually apprehend its meaning and paver, | can still
reckon on Thee to make the word living and powerful in me. Amen.

1. What isthe difference between the reading of the word to increase knowledge and
the receiving of it in faith?

2. The word is as a seal. Sed requires time ae it springs up. During this time it
must be kept silently and constantly in the eath. | must not only read God' s word,
but ponder it and reflea uponit: then shall it work in me. The word must be in
me the whole day, must abide in me, must dwell in me.

3. What are the reasons that the word of God sometimes has 9 littl e power in thase
that read it and redly long for blesang? One of the principal reasonsis surely that
they do nd give the seal time to grow, that they do nd keep it and refled uponit,
in the believing assurance that the word itself shall have its working.

4. What is the token of His disciples that Jesus mentions first in the high-priestly
prayer? (John 17)

5. What are the blessings of a heatrt filled with the word of God?
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IV.FAITH

“Blessed is she that believed; for there shall be a fulfilment of the
things which have been spoken to her from the Lord.” - Luke 1:45

“I believe God, that it shall be even so as it hath been spoken unto me.” - Acts 27:25

“Abraham waxed strong through faith, being fully assured that what
He had promised, he was able also to perform.” - Romans 4:21

God hes asked you to take and lay up His words in your heat. Faith is the proper
avenue whereby the word is taken and recaved into the innermost depths of the heat.
Let the yourg Christian then take pains always to uncerstand ketter what faith is. he
will thereby gain an insight into the reasons why such gred things are bound upwith
faith. He will yield his perfed assent to the view that full salvation is made every day
dependent on faith. (1 Chronicles 22:20; Mark 9:23; Hebrews 11:33, 35; 1 John 5:4-5)

Let me now ask my realer to read over once ajain the threetexts which stand abowe,
and to find ou what is the principal thought that they teat abou faith. Pray, read
naothing adualy beyond them, bu real first these words of God, and ask yourself
what they teach you about faith.

They make us sethat fath always attadches itself to what God has said or promised.
When an honouable man says anything, he dso dces it: on the bad of the saying
follows the doing. So aso isit with God: when He would doanything, He says < first
through His word. When the man of God kecomes possessd with this conviction and
established in it, God always does for him what He has said. With God, spe&ing and
doing aways go together: the deed foll ows the word: *Shall He say it and nd do it?
(Genesis 21:1; 32212, Numbers 14:17-18, 2Q 23:19; Joshua 21:45; 23:14; 2 Samuel
7:25, 29 1 Kings 8:15, 24 Psam 11949) When | have aword of God in which He
promises to dosomething, | can always remain sure that He will doit. | have simply to
take and hdd fast the word, and there with wait uponGod: God will take cae that He
fulfils His word to me. Before | ever fed or experience anything, | hold fast the
promise, and | know by faith that God will make it goodto me. (Luke 1:38, 45 John
3:33; 4:50; 11:40; 20:29; Hebrews 11:11, 18)

What, now, is faith? Nothing other than the cetitude that what God saysis true. When
God says that something subsists or is, then dces faith rgjoice although it sees nothing
of it. (Romans 1:17; 4:5; 5:1; Galatians 3:27; Ephesians 1:19; 3:17) When God says
that He has given me something, that something in heaven is mine, | know by faith
with entire cetitude that it is mine. (John 316-17, 36 1 John 512-13) When God
says that something shall cometo pass or that He will do something for me, thisis for
faith just as goodasif | had seen it. (Romans 8:38; Phili ppians 3:21; 1 Thessalonians
5:24; 1 Peter 1:4-5) Things that are, bu that | have not seen, and things that are nat
yet, bu shall come, are for faith entirely sure. ‘Faith is the assurance of things hoped
for, the proving of things nat seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) Faith aways asks only for what
God has said, and then relies on His faithfulness and power to fulfil His word.
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Let us now review again the words of Scripture. Of Mary we read: ‘Blessed is die that
believed; for there shall be afulfilment of the things which have been spoken to her
from the Lord.” All things that have been spoken in the word shall be fulfill ed for me:
so | believe them.

Of Abraham it isreported that he was fully asaured that that which had been promised,
God was aso able to fulfil. Thisis assurance of faith: to be asaured that God will do
what He has promised.

Exadly thusisit in the word of Paul: ‘1 believe God that it shall be even so as it hath
been spoken urto me.’ It stood fixed with hm that God would do what He had
spoken.

Yourg disciplesin Christ, the new, the derna life that isin youisalife of faith. And
do you nd seehow simple and hav blessd that life of faith is? | go every day to the
word and hea there what God hes said that He has dore and will do. (Galatians 2:20;
3:2, 5 5:5-6; Hebrews 10:35; 1 Peter 1:2) | take time to lodge in my heat the word in
which God says that, and | had it fast, entirely asaured that what God has promised,
He is able to perform. And then in a dildlike spirit | await the fulfilment of al the
glorious promises of Hisword. And my soul experiences: Blessed is dhe that believed;
for the things that have been spoken to her from the Lord shall be fulfilled. God
promises - | believe - God fulfils: that is the secret of the new life.

O my Father, Thy child thanks Thee for this blessed life of faith in which we
have to walk. | can do nothing, but Thou canst do all. All that Thou canst do
hast Thou spoken in Thy word. And every word that | take and trustfully bring
to Thee, Thou fulfillest. Father, in this life of faith, so simple, so glorious, will
| walk with Thee. Amen.

1. The Christian must read and seach the Scriptures to increase his knowledge. For
this purpose he daily reads one or more principal portions. But he reads the
Scriptures also to strengthen his faith. And to this end he must take one or two
verses to make them the subjea of speaa refledion, and to appropriate them
trustfully for himself.

2. Pray, do nd suffer yourselvesto be led astray by thase who spe as if faith were
something gea and unntelligible. Faith is nothing other than the cetitude that
God spe&ks truth. Take some promises of God and say to Him: | know for certain
that this promise is truth, and that Thou wilt fulfil it. He will do it.

3. Never mourn over unbelief asif it were only a weaknesswhich you can na help.
As God's child, howvever wegk you may be, you have the power to believe, for the
spirit of God is in you. You have only to kegy in mind this: no ore gprehends
anything before that he has the power to believe; he must simply begin and
continue with saying to the Lord that he is aure that His word is truth. He must
hold fast the promise and rely upon God for the fulfilment.
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V. THE POWER OF GOD’S WORD

“Faith cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.” - Romans 10:17
“Receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.” - James 1:21

“We also thank God without ceasing, that, when ye received from us the word of the
message, even the word of God, ye accepted it not as the word of men, but, as itis in
truth, the word of God, which also worketh in you that believe.” - 1 Thessalonians 2:13

“For the word of God is living and active.” - Hebrews 4:12

The new life of a dhild of God depends $ much onthe right use of God' s word, that |
shall once again speak of it with my young brothers and sisters in the Lord.

It is a greda thing when the Christian discerns that he can recave and accomplish all
only through faith. He has only to believe; God will | ook to the fulfilling of what is
promised. He has every morning to trust in Jesus, and the new life & given in Jesus
and working in himself; Jesus will see to it that the new life works in him.

But now he runs the risk of ancther error. He thinks that the faith that does such grea
things must be something gea, and that he must have agrea power in order to
exercise such a gred faith. (Luke 17:5-6; Romans 10:6-8) And, kecaise he does nat
fed this power, he thinks that he can na believe & he ought. This error may prove a
loss to him his life long.

Come and hea, then, howv perverted this thought is. You must nat bring this mighty
faith to get the word fulfill ed, bu the word comes and krings you this faith which you
must have. “The word is living and powverful.” The word works faith in you. The
Scripture says, “Faith is by the word.” (Romans 10:17; Hebrews 4:12)

Think onwhat we have said of the heat as atemple, and d itstwo dvisions. Thereis
the outer court, with the understanding as its gate or entrance There is the innermost
sanctuary, with the faith of the heat as its entrance There is a natura faith - the
historic faith - which every man has; with this must | first recave the word into my
keeuing and consideration. | must say to myself, “The word of God s certainly true. |
can make astand uponit.” Thus | bring the word into the outer court, and from within
the heat desire readies out to it, seeking to recave it into the heat. The word now
exercises its divine power of life; it begins to grow and shoa out roats. As a seal
which | placein the eath sends forth roaots and pesses gill degoer into the soil, the
word presses inwardly into the haly place The word thus works true saving faith. (1
Thessalonians 2:13; James 1:21; 1 Peter 1:23)

Yourg Christian, pray understand this. The word is living and paverful; through the
word you are born again. The word works faith in you; through the word comes faith.
Receve the word simply with the thowght that it will work in you. Keep yourselves
occupied with the word, and give it time. The word has a divine life in itself; cary it
in your inmost parts, and it will work life in you. It will work in you afaith strong and
able for anything.
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O be resolved then, pray, never to say, | can na believe. You can believe. You have
the Spirit of God in you. Even the natural man can say, Thisword of God is cetainly
true or cetainly not true. And when he with a desire of the soul says, “It istrue; | will
believe it,” the living Spirit, through whom the word is living and paverful, works
this living faith. Besides, the Spirit is nat only in the word, bu aso in you. Although
you do na fed as if you were believing, knov for certain you can believe.
(Deuteronamy 32:46-47; Joshua 1:7, 9 Begin aduadly to recave the word; it will
work a mighty faith in you. Rely uponit, that when you have to dowith God s word,
you have to dowith aword that can be surely trusted that it of itself works faith in
you.

And nd only the promises, bu aso the commands have this living power. When |
first recave a ommand from God, it isasif | felt no paver to acamwmplish it. But if |
then simply receve the word as God s word, which works in those that believe - if |
trust in the word to have its working, and in the living God which givesit its operation
- that commandment will work in me the desire and the power for obedience When |
weigh and hdd fast the cmmmand, it works the desire and the will to okey; it urges me
strongly towards the wnwviction that | can certainly do what my Father says. The word
works baoth faith and oledience of faith. | must believe that through the Spirit | have
the power to dowhat God will s, for in the word the power of God works in me. The
word, as the mmmand d the living God who loves me, is my power. (Romans 1:3;
16:6; Galatians 6:6; 1 Thessalonians 1:3; James 1:21)

Therefore, yourg disciplesin Christ, lean to recave God s word trustfully. Although
you do no at first understand it, continue to meditate uponit. It has aliving power in
it; it will glorify itself. Although you fed no pawer to believe or to oley, the word is
living and paverful. Take it, and hdd it fast; it will accomplish its work with dvine
power. The word rouses and strengthens for faith and obedience.

Lord God, | begin to conceive how Thou art in Thy word with Thy life and
Thy power, and how that word itself works faith and obedience in the heart
that receives and keepsiit. Lord, teach me to carry Thy every word as a living
seed in my heart, in the assurance that it shall work in me all Thy good
pleasure. Amen

1. Forget nat that it is one and the same to believe in the word, a in the person that
spedks the word, a in the thing which is promised in the word. The very same
faith that recaves the promises receves aso the Father who promises, and the
Son with the salvation which is given in the promises. Pray seeto it that you
never separate the word and the living God from each other.

2. Seeto it aso that you apprehend thoroughly the distinction betwixt the reception
of the word “as the word of man” and “as the word of God, which works in you
that believe.”

3. | think that you nav know what is necessary to becme strong in faith. Exercise
as much faith as you have. Take apromise of God. Say to yourself that it is
catanly true. Go to God and say to Him that you rely on Him for the fulfilment.
Ponder the promise, and cleave to it in converse with God. Rely uponHim to do
for you what He says. He will surely do it.
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The Spirit and the word aways go together. | can be sure concerning all of which
the word says that | must do it, that | aso can do it through the Spirit. | must
receive the word and also the command in the confidence that it is the living word
of the living God which also works in us who believe.

19



VI. GOD’S GIFT OF HIS SON

“For God so loved the world, that He have His only-begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth on Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” - John 3:16

“Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift.” - 2 Corinthians 9:15

Thus dea did God hdd the world. How dea? That He gave His only-begotten Son for
every one in the world who will trust in Him. And howv did He give? He gave Him, in
His birth as man, in order to be for ever one with us. He gave Him, in His deah onthe
crossas Surety, in arder to take our sin and curse uponHimself. He gave Him on the
throne of hearen, in arder to arrange for our welfare, as our Representative and
Intercesor over al the powers of heaven. He gave Him in the outpouring of the Spirit,
in order to dwell in us, to be entirely and altogether our own. (John 114, 16 14:23;
Romans 5:8; 8:32, 34 Ephesians 1:22; 3:17; Colosgans 2:9-10; Hebrews 7:24, 26 1
John 4:9-10) Yes; that is the love of God, that He gave His Son to us, for us, in us.

Nothing less than His Son Himself. This is the love of God; not that He gives us
something, bu that He gives us osme one - a living person - not one or another
blessng, bu Him in whom is al life and Hessng - Jesus Himself. Not smply
forgiveness or revival, or sanctificaion, a glory does He give us; but Jesus, His own
Son. The Lord Jesus is the beloved, the eual, the bosom-friend, the dernd
blessednessof the Father. And it isthe will of the Father that we shoud have Jesus as
ous, even as He has Him. (Matthew 11:27; John 1723, 25 Romans 8:38-39;
Hebrews 2:11) For this end He gave Him to us. The whole of salvation consists in
this: to have, to possess to enjoy Jesus. God has given His Son, given Him whally to
become ours. (Psalm 73:25; 142:6; John 20:28; Hebrews 3:14)

What have we, then, to dd? To take Him, to receve and to appropriate to ouselves
the gift, to enjoy Jesus as our own. Thisis eternd life. ‘He that hath the Son heth life.’
(John 1:12; 2 Corinthians 3:13, 15; Colossians 2:6; 1 John 5:12)

How | do wish, then, that all young Christians may understand this. The one greda
work of God slove for usis, He gives us His Son. In Him we have dl. Hencethe one
grea work of our heat must be to receve this Jesus who has been given to us, to
consider Him and wse Him as ours. | must begin every day anew with the thought, |
have Jesus to doall for me. (John 155; Romans 8:37; 1 Corinthians 1:30; Ephesians
1:3; 2:10; Philippians 4:13; 2 Timothy 1:12) In al wea&nessor darknessor danger, in
the cae of every desire or nedd, let your first thought always be, | have Jesus to make
everything right for me, for God has given Him to me. Whether your need be
forgivenessor consolation a confirmation, whether you have falen, o are tempted to
fal, into danger, whether you knav not what the will of God is in ore or another
matter, or know that you have not the murage and the strength to dothis will, let this
always be your first thought, the Father has given me Jesus to care for me.

For this purpose, redkon uponthis gift of God every day as yours. It has been
presented to you in the word. Appropriate the Son in faith onthe word. Take Him
anew every day. Through faith you have the Son. (John 112; 1 John 59, 13 The love
of God hes given the Son. Take Him, and hdd Him fast in the love of your heat. (1
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John 44, 19 Itisto lbring life, eternal life, to you that God hes given Jesus. Take Him
up into your life; let heat and tongue and whole walk be under the might and
guidance of Jesus. (2 Corinthians 5:15; Phili ppians 3:8) Y oung Christian, so we& and
so sinful, listen, pray, to that word. God hes given you Jesus. He is yours. Taking is
nothing else but the fruit of faith. The qift is for me. He will do all for you.

O my Lord Jesus, today anew, and every day, | take Thee. In all Thy fullness,
in all Thy relations, without ceasing, | take Thee for myself. Thee, who art my
Wisdom, my Light, my Leader, | take as my Prophet. Thee, who dost perfectly
reconcile me, and bring me near to God, who dost purify and sanctify me and
pray for me, | take as my Priest. Thee, who dost guide and keep and bless me,
| take as my King. Thou, Lord, art All, and Thou art wholly mine. Thanks be
to God for His unspeakable gift. Amen.

1. Ponder much the word Give. God gives in a wonderful way: from the heat,
completely for nothing, to the unworthy. And He gives effecualy. What He gives
He will redly make entirely our possesson, and inwardly appropriate for us.
Believe this, and you shall have the cetitude that Jesus will, to the full, come into
your possession, with all that He brings.

2. Ponder much also that other word Take. To take Jesus, and to hdd Him fast and
use Him when receved, is our grea work. And that taking is nothing but trusting.
He is mine with al that He has. Take Jesus - the full Jesus - every day as yours.
This is the secret of the life of faith.

3. Then weigh well aso the word Have. ‘He that hath the Son hath light.” What |
have is mine, for my use and service | can dispose of it, and can have the full
enjoyment of it. ‘He that hath the Son hath life.’

4. Mark espedaly that what God gives, and what you take, and what you nav have,
is nothing less than the living Son of God.

Do you receive this?
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VIl. JESUS’ SURRENDER OF HIMSELF

“Christ also loved the Church, and gave Himself up for it; that He might sanctify it;
that He might present the Church to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot or
wrinkle; but that it should be holy and without blemish.” - Ephesians 5:24-47

So grea and wonderful was the work that Jesus had to dofor the sinner, that nothing
less was necessary than that He shoud give Himself to dothat work. So grea and
wonderful was the love of Jesus towards us, that He adually gave Himself for us and
to us. So grea and wonderful is the surrender of Jesus, that al that same thing for
which He gave Himself can adually and completely come to passin us. For Jesus, the
Holy, the Almighty, has taken it upon Himself to do it: He gave Himsdf for us.
(Galatians 1:4; 2:20; Ephesians 5:2, 25 1 Timothy 2:6; Titus 2:14) And nav the one
thing that is necessary is that we shoud rightly understand and firmly believe this His
surrender for us.

To what end, then, was it that He gave Himself for the Church? Hea what God says.
In ader that He might sanctify it, in order that it might be withou blemish.
(Ephesians 1:4; 5:27; Colossans 1:22; 1 Thessalonians 2:10; 3:13; 5:23-24) This is
the am of Jesus. This His aim He will read in the soul acording as the soul falsin
with it so asto make this aso its highest portion, and then relies uponJesus' surrender
of Himself to do it.

Hea still aword of God: ‘Who gave Himsdlf for us, that He might redeam us from all
iniquity, and puify unto Himself a people for His own passesson, zedous of good
works.” (Titus 2:14) Yes: it isto prepare for Himself a pure people, a people of His
own, a zealous people, that Jesus gives Himself. When | receve Him, when | believe
that He gave Himself to do this for me, | shall cetainly experience it. | shal be
purified through Him, shall be held fast as His possesson, and ke fill ed with zed and
joy to work for Him.

And mark, further, how the operation d this surrender of Himself will espeaally be
that He shall then have us entirely for Himself: ‘that He might present us to Himself.’
‘that He might purify us to Himself, a people of His own.” The more | understand and
contemplate Jesus surrender of Himself for me, the more do | give myself again to
Him. The surrender is a mutual one: the love mmes from both sides. His giving of
Himself makes such an impresson onmy heat, that my heat with the self-same love
and joy beammes entirely His. Through giving Himself to me, He of Himself takes
posesson d me; He becomes mine and | His. | know that | have Jesus whally for me,
and that He has me whadlly for Him. (Exodus 19:4-5; Deuteronamy 26:17-18; Isaiah
41:9-10; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 1 Peter 2:10)

And hav come | then to the full enjoyment of this blessed life? ‘I live in faith, the
faith which is in the Son d God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” (John
6:29, 35 7:38 10:10, 38 Gaatians 2:20) Through faith | refled upon and
contemplate His surrender to me & sure and glorious. Through faith | appropriate it.
Through faith | trust in Jesus to confirm this surrender, to communicate Himself to me
and reved Himself within me. Through faith | await with certainty the full experience
of salvation which arises from having Jesus as mine, to do al, al for me. Through
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faith, I live in this Jesus who loved me and gave Himself for me. and | say, ‘No longer
do | live, bu Christ liveth in me.” Christian, pray believe it with your whole heat:
Jesus gives Himself for you: He is whaly yours: He will do al for you. (Matthew
8:10; 9:2, 22 Mark 11:24; Luke 7:50; 8:48; 17:19; 1842, Romans 4:16, 21 5:2;
11:20; Galatians 3:25-26; Ephesians 1:19; 3:17)

O my Lord Jesus, what wonderful grace is this, that Thou gavest Thyself for
me. In Theeis eternal life. Thou Thyself art the life and Thou givest Thyself to
bein my life all that | need. Thou purifiest me and sanctifiest me, and makest
me zealous in good works. Thou takest me wholly for Thyself, and givest
Thyself wholly for me. Yes, my Lord, in all thou art my life. O make merightly
understand this. Amen.

1. ItwasinHisgred love that the Father gave the Son. It was out of love that Jesus
gave Himself. (Romans 3:15; Ephesians 5:26) The taking, the having of Jesus, is
the entranceto alife in the love of God: thisis the highest life. (John 1421, 23
17:23, 26 Ephesians 3:17-18) Through faith we must pressinto love, and dvell
there. (1 John 4:16-18)

2. Do youthink that you have now leaned all the lesson, to begin every day with the
childlike trust: | take Jesus this day to be my life, and to do all for me.

3. Understand that to take and to have Jesus, presuppases a persona deding with
Himself. To have pleasure in Him, to hdd converse gladly with Him, to rgjoicein
Him as my friend and in His love - to this leads the faith that truly takes Him.
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VIIl. CHILDREN OF GOD

“As many as received Him, to them gave He the right to become children
of God, even to them that believe on His hame.” - John 1:12

What is given must be receved, aherwise it does nat profit. If the first grea deed of
God's love is the gift of His Son, the first work of man must be to receve this Son.
And if al the blessngs of God's love mme to us only in the ever-new, ever-living
Son d the Father, al these blessngs enter into us from day to day through the dways-
new, always-continuing reception of the Son.

What is necessary for this receotion, you, beloved yourng Christians, know, for you
have drealy recaved the Lord Jesus. But al that this reception involves must become
cleaer and stronger, the unceasing living adion d your faith. (2 Corinthians 10:15; 1
Thessalonians 1:8; 3:10; 2 Thessalonians 1:3) Herein espedally consists the increase
of faith. Your first recaving of Jesus rested onthe cetitude which the word gave you,
that He was for you. Through the word must your soul be still further fill ed with the
aswrancethat al that isin Him is literally and redly for you, given by the Father in
Him to be your life.

The impulse to your first recaving was foundin your want and recessty. Through the
Spirit you become still poarer in spirit, and you see &erything every moment: this
leads to a ceaedess ever-adive taking of Him as your al. (Matthew 5:3; 2
Corinthians 3:10, 13, 16; 6:10; Ephesians 4:14-15; Colossians 2:6)

Your first receving consisted in nahing but the gpropriation by faith of what you
could na yet seeor fed. That same faith must be @ntinually exercised in saying: all
that | seein Jesusis for me: | take it as mine, dthough | do nd yet experienceit. The
love of Godisa mmmunicaing, a ceaelessout-streaming of Hislight of life over the
soul, avery powerful and veritable giving of Jesus. our lifeis nothing but a cntinuows
blessed apprehension and reception of Him. (John 1:16; Colossians 2:9-10; 3:3)

Andthisisthe way to live & children of God: as many as recave Him, to them gives
He the power to become dildren of God. This halds true, na only of conversion and
regeneration, bu of every day of my life. If towalk in all things as a dild of God, and
to exhibit the image of my Father, is indispensable, | must take Jesus the only-
begotten Son: it is He that makes me a dild of God. To have Jesus Himsdlf, to have
the heat and life full of Him, isthe way to live a a dild of God. | go to the word and
lean there dl the dharaderistics of a diild of God, (Matt 5:9, 16, 4445, Romans
8:14; Ephesians 1:4-5; 5:1-2; Phili ppians 2:15; Hebrews 2:10; 1 Peter 1:14, 17 1 John
3:1, 10 5:1, 3 and after ead ore of them | write: this Jesus dall work in me: | have
him to make me to be a child of God.

Beloved yourng Christian, lean, | beseedt you, to understand the simplicity and the
glory of being atrue Christian. It isto recave Jesus, to recave Him in al Hisfullness
to recave Him in all the glorious relations in which the Father gives Him to you. Take
Him as your Prophet, as your Wisdom, your Light, your Guide. Take Him as your
Priest, who renews you, puifies you, sanctifies you, krings you rea to God, takes you
and forms you whdlly for His srvice Take Him as your King who governs you,
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proteds you and Hesses you. Take him as your Heal, your Exemplar, your Brother,
your Life, your All. The giving of God is a divine, an ever-progressve and effecual
communicaion to your soul. Let your taking be the dildlike, cheaful, continuows
opening of mouth and heat for what God gives, the full Jesus and al His grace To
every prayer the answer of Godis: Jesus, al isin Him, al in Him isfor you. Let your
resporse dways be: Jesus, in Him | have dl. You are, you live in al things as,
‘children of God, through faith in Jesus Christ.’

O my Father, open the eyes of my heart to understand what it is to be a child
of God: to live always as a child through always believing in Jesus, Thine
only Son. O let every breath of my soul be, faith in Jesus, a confidence in
Him, aresting in Him, a surrender to Him, to work all in me.

If by the graceof God you nav know that you have recaeved Jesus and are God's
child, you must now take pains to make His slvation knavn. There is many a one
who longs to know and can not find out how he can become a child of God.

Endeavour to make two things plain to him. First, that the new birth is ssmething so
high and hdy that he can do nahing in it. He must recave derna life from God
through the Spirit: he must be born from abowve. This Jesus teadies. (John 31-8). Then
make plain to m how low God has descended to us with this new life, and hawv nea
He brings it to us. In Jesus thereislife for every one who kelievesin Him. This Jesus
teades (John 314-18). And this Jesus and the life ae in the word. Tell the sinner
that, when he takes the word, he then has Jesus, and life in the word. (Romans 10:8).
O do, pay, take pains to tell forth the glad tidings that we become dildren of God
only through faith in Jesus.
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I X. OUR SURRENDER TO JESUS

“They gave their own selves to the Lord.” - 2 Corinthians 8:5

In the surrender of Jesus for me, | have the diief element of what He has dore and
aways does for me. In my surrender to Him | have the dief element of what He
would have meto do.For young Christians who have given themselvesto Jesus, it isa
matter of grea moment always to hdd fast, to confirm and renew this surrender. This
is the spedad life of faith, to say anew every day: | have given myself to Him, to
follow Him and to serve Him; (Matthew 4:22; 10:24-25, 37%38; Luke 1822, John
12:25-26; 2 Corinthians 5:15) He has taken me: | am His, and entirely at His srvice
(Matthew 28:20)

Yourg Christian, hdd firm your surrender, and make it always firmer. When there
reaurs a stumbling or asin after you have surrendered yourself, think na the surrender
was not sincere. No; the surrender to Jesus does not make us perfed at once You
have sinned, becaise you were not thoroughly or firmly enowh in His arms. Adhere
to this, adthough it be with shame: Lord, Thou knavest it, | have given myself to Thee
| am Thine. (John 2117; Galatians 6:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:24; 2 Timothy 2:13; 1 John
5:16) Confirm this surrender anew. Say to Him that you nowv begin to seebetter how
complete the surrender to Him must be, and renew every day the voluntary, entire, and
undivided offering up of yourselves to Him. (Luke 28:28; Philippians 3:7-8)

The longer we @ntinue Christians, the degoer will be our insight into that word:
surrender to Jesus. We shal aways se more dealy that we do nd yet fully
understand a contemplate it. The surrender must becme, espeaally, more undvided
and trustful. The language which Ahab orce used must be ours: ‘According to thy
saying, my lord, O king, | am thine, and all that | have’ (1 Kings 20:4). This is the
language of undvided dedication: | am thine, and all that | have. Keg nahing bad.
Keg badk no single sin that you dona confess and leave off. Withou conversion
there can be no surrender. (Matthew 7:21, 27 John 320-21; 2 Timothy 2:19, 2J)
Keg badk nosingle power. Let your head with all it s thinking, your mouth with al its
spe&king, your heat with all its feding, your hand with al itsworking - let your time,
your name, your influence, your property, let all be laid uponthe dtar. (Romans 6:13,
22, 12:1; 2 Corinthians 5:15; Hebrews 8:15; 1 Peter 2:5) Jesus has aright to al: He
demands the whale. Give yourself, with al that you have, to be guided and wsed and
kept, sanctified and dessd. *According to Thy word, my Lord, O King, | am Thine,
and all that | have.’

That is the language of trustful dedicaion. It is on the word o the Lord, which cdls
uponyou to surrender yourself, that you have dore this. That word is your warrant that
He will take and guide and keegp you. As surely as you give yourself, does He take
you; and what He takes He can kegp. Only, we must not take it again ou of His hand.
Let it remain fixed with you that your surrender is in the highest degree pleasing to
Him: be cetain o it, your offering is a swed-smelli ng savour. Not onwhat you are, or
what you experience or discover in yourselves, do you say this, bu on His word.
Acoording to His word, you are ale to take astand onthis: what you give, that He
takes;, and what He takes, that He kegps (John 1028; 2 Thessalonians 3:3; 2 Timothy
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1:12) Therefore every day anew, let this be the childlike joyful activity of your life of
faith: you surrender yourselves without ceasing to Jesus, and you are safe in the
certitude that He in His love takes and holds you fast, and that His answer to your
giving is the renewed and always deeper surrender of Himself to you.

According to Thy word, my Lord andKing, | am Thine, and dl that | have
Every day, this day, will | confirm it, that | am not mine own, bu am ny
Lord’'s. Fervently do | beseedt Theeto take full possesson d Thy property,
so that no one may doubt whose | am. Amen.

1. Ponder now once again the words giving and taking and having. What | give to
Jesus, He take with a divine taking. And what He takes, he has and thereafter
cares for. Now it is absolutely no longer mine. | must not take thought for it; |
may not dispose of it. O pray, let your faith find expression in adoration: Jesus
takes me: Jesus has me.

2. Should there overtake you atime of doubting or darkness whereby your assurance
that the Lord has received you has come to be lost, suffer not yourself thereby to
be dispirited. Come simply as a sinner, confess your sins: believe in His promises
that He will by no means cast out those that come to Him and begin simply on the
ground of the promisesto say: | know that He has received me.

3. Forget not what the chief element in surrender is. it is a surrender to Jesus and to
His love. Fix your eye, not upon your activity in surrender, but upon Jesus, who
calls you, who takes you, who can do al for you. This it is that makes faith
strong.

4. Faith is dways a surrender. Faith is the eye for seeing the invisible. When | look
at something, | surrender myself to the impression which it make upon me. Faith
isthe ear that hearkens to the voice of God. When | believe a message, | surrender
myself to the influence, cheering or saddening, which the tidings exercises upon
me. When | believe in Jesus, | surrender myself to Him, in reflection, in desire, in
expectation, in order that He may be in me and do that for which He has been
given to me by God.
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X.SAVIOUR FROM SIN

“Thou shalt call His name Jesus; for it is He that shall
save His people from their sins.” - Matthew 1:21

“Ye know that He was manifested to take away sins; and in Him is
no sin. Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not.” - 1 John 3:5-6

It is sn that is the caise of our misery. It is sn that provoked God, and krought His
curse uponman. He hates sn with a perfed hatred, and will do everything to roat it
out. (Deuteronamy 27:26; Isaiah 591-2; Jeremiah 444; Romans 1:18) It is to take
away sin that God gave His Son, that Jesus gave Himself. (Galatians 2:4; Ephesians
5:25, 27 1 Peter 2:24; 1 John 38) It belongs to God to set us freg na only from
punishment and curse, from disquietude and terror, bu from sin itself. (Jeremiah 27.9;
1 Peter 1.2, 1516; 2:14; 1 John 38) You knaw that He was manifested that He might
take avay our sins. Let us receve the thought deep into ou heats: it is for God to
take avay our sins from us. The better we gprehend this, the more blessed shall our
life be.

All do nd recave this. They seek chiefly to be freed from the ansequences of sin,
from fea and darkness and the punishment that sin brings. (Genesis 27:34; Isaiah
585-6; John 626; James 4.3) Just on this acourt they do nd come to the true rest of
salvation. They do nd understand that to save is to freefrom sin. Let us hald it fast.
Jesus saves through taking away sin. Then we shall learn two things.

Thefirst is to come to Jesus with every sin. (Psam 32:5; Luke 7:38; 19:7-8, 1Q John
8:11; 34:36) the sin that still attacks and owermasters you, after that you have given
yourself over to the Lord, must nat make you lose heat. There must also be no
endeavour merely in your own strength to take avay and overcome sin. Bring every
sin to Jesus. He has been ardained by God to take avay sin. He has arealy brought it
to nowht uponthe aoss and lroken its power. (Hebrews 9:26) It is His work, it is
His desire to set you freefrom it. O lean then always to come to Jesus with every sin.
Sin is your deally foe: if you confessit to Jesus, and surrender it to Him, you shall
certainly overcome it. (Romans 7:4, 9; 8:2; 2 Corinthians 7:9; 2 Thessalonians 2:3)

Lean to believe this firmly: this is the second pont. Understand that Jesus, Jesus
Himself, is the Saviour from sin. It is not you that must overcome sin with the help of
Jesus, bu Jesus Himself: Jesus in you. (Deuteronamy 8:17-18; Psalm 44:4, 8 John
16:33; 1 John 54-5) If you would thus become freefrom sin, if you would enjoy full
salvation, let it be the one endeavour of your life to stand always in full fellowship
with Jesus. Wait nat till you enter into temptation ere you have recourse to Jesus. But
let your life beforehand be dways through Jesus. Let His neanessbe your one desire;
Jesus swves from sin; to have Jesus is svation from sin (1 Corinthians 15:10;
Galatians 2:20; Philippians 4:13; Colosgans 3:3-5) O that we wuld inded rightly
understand this! Jesus will not merely save from sin as awork that He will from time
to time do in us, bu He will give it as a blessng through Himself to us and in us.
(Exodus 29:43; John 154-5; Romans 8:10; Ephesians 3:17-18) When Jesus fill s me,
when Jesus is all for me, sin has no hold on me: ‘He that abideth in Him sinneth not.’
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Yes: sin is driven ou and kept out only through the presence of Jesus. It is Jesus,
Jesus Himsdf, that, through His giving Himself to me and His living in me, is
salvation from sin.

Precious Lord, let Thy light stream over me, and let it become still clearer to
my soul, that Thou, Thou Thyself, art my salvation. To have Thee, Thee, with
me, in me - this keeps sin out. Teach me to bring every sin to Thee; let every
sin drive me into a closer alliance with Thee. Then shall Thy Jesus-name
become truly my salvation from sin. Amen.

1. Seeof what moment it is that the Christian shoud always grow in the knowledge
of sin. The sin that | do nd know, | can na bring to Jesus. The sin that | do nd
bring to Him is not taken out of me.

2. To know sin better there are required:

e The mnstant prayer, ‘ Examine me:" make known to me my transgresson and
my sin (Job 13:23; Psalm 139:23,24);

« A tender consciencethat is willi ng to be mnvinced of sin through the Spirit,
as He also uses the conscience for this end;

e The very humble surrender to the word, to think concerning sin orly as God
thinks.

« The deeper knowledge of sin will be found in these results:

e That we shal seeto be sin things which previously we did nd regard in this
light;

e That we shall percave more the excealingly sinful, the detestable charader
of sin (Romans 7:13).

3. That with the overcoming of externa sins we become dl the more encouraged
over the dee sinfulness of our nature, of the enmity of our flesh against God.
Then we give up al hope of being or of doing anything good, and we ae turned
wholly to live in faith through the Spirit.

4. O let usthank God very heatily that Jesus is a Saviour from sin. The power that
sin has had owver us, Jesus now has. The placethat sin has taken in the heat, Jesus
will now take. ‘The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made us freefrom
the law of sin and death.’
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Xl. THE CONFESSION OF SIN

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” - 1 John 1:9

The one thing that God hetes, that grieves Him, that He is provoked by, and that He
will destroy, is sn. The one thing that makes man unlreppy, is sn. (Genesis 6:5-6;
Isaiah 1324; Ezekidl 33.6; Revelation 616-17) The one thing for which Jesus had to
give His bloodwas sn. In al the intercourse betwixt the sinner and God, this is thus
the first thing that the sinner must bring to his God - sin. (Judges 10:10, 1516; 2
Chronicles 27:14; Ezra 9:6; Nehemiah 233; 9:2, 33 Jeremiah 321, 25 Daniel 9:4-5,
20)

When you came to Jesus at first, you percaved this in some measure. But you shoud
lean to understand this leson more deeply. The one cursel concerning sin is, to
bring it daily to the only One who can take it away - God Himself. You shoud lean
that one of the greaest privileges of a diild of God is - the cnfesson d sin. It isonly
the halinessof God that can consume sin; through confesson | must hand ower my sin
to God, lay it down in God, get quit of it to God, cast it into the fiery oven of God's
hay love which buns against sin like afire. God, yes, God Himself, and He done,
takes away sin. (Leviticus 4:21; Numbers 5:7; 2 Samuel 12:13. Psailm 32:5, 3819;
51:5, 19)

This the Christian daces not always understand. He has an inbarn tendency to desire to
cover sin, a to make it less or to roaot it out only when he purposes drawing nea to
God. He thinks to cover sin with his repentance and self-blame, with scorn of the
temptation that came to him, or otherwise with what he has dore or still hopes to do.
(Genesis 3:12, Exodus 32:22, 24 Isaiah 1:11,15 Luke 13:26) Young Christian, if you
would enjoy the gladnessof a complete forgivenessand a divine deansing of sin, see
to it that you wse aight the confesson d sin. In the true cnfesson d sin you have
one of the most blessed privileges of a ciild of God, ore of the degoest roats of a
powerful spiritual life.

For this end, let your confesson ke adefinite one. (Numbers 12:11, 217; 2 Samuel
24:10, 17 lsaiah 5912-13; Luke 2341; Acts 1:18-19; 22:19-20; 1 Timothy 1:13, 15
The continued indeterminate cnfesson d sin does more harm than good. It is much
better to say to God that you have nathing to confess than to confessyou knav not
what. Begin with ore sin. Let it come to a complete harmony betwixt God and you
concerning this one sin. Let it be fixed with you that this sn is through confesson
placal in God's hands. you shall experience that in such confesson there ae bath
power and blessing.

Let the confesson ke an upright one. (Proverbs 28:13; Leviticus 26:40-41; Jeremiah
31:18-19) By it deliver up the sinful deed to be laid aside. By it deliver up the sinful
feding with a view to trusting in God. Confesson implies renurciation, the putting
off of sin. Give up sin to God, to forgive it to you, and to cleanse you from it. Do na
confess if you are not prepared, if you do nd heatily desire to be freed from it.
Confession has value only as it is a giving up of sin to God.
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Let the confesson ke trustful (2 Samuel 12:13; Psalm 32:5; Isaiah 4:7) Redkon firmly
upon God adually to forgive you, and aso to cleanse you from sin. Continue in
confesgon, in casting the sin of which you desire to be rid into the fire of God's
halinessuntil your soul has the firm confidence that God takes it on His own acourt
to forgive and to cleanse avay. It isthis faith that redly overcomes the world and sin:
the faith that God in Jesus really emancipates from sin. (1 John 5:5; 2:12)

Brother, doyou undrstand it now? What must you dowith sin, with every sin? To
bring it in confession to God, to give it to God; God alone takes away sin.

Lord God, what thanks shall | express for this unspeakable blessing, that |
may come to Thee with sin. It is known to Thee, Lord, how sin before Thy
holiness causes terror and flight. It is known to Thee how it is our deepest
thought, first to have sin covered, and then to come to Thee with our desire
and endeavour for good. Lord, teach me to come to Thee with sin, every sin,
and in confession to lay it down before Thee and give it up to Thee. Amen.

1. What isthedistinction betwixt the avering of sin by God and by man? How does
man do it? How does God do it?

2. What are the great hindrances in the way of the confession of sin?

e Ignorance about sin.

* Fear to come with sin to the holy God.

« The endeavour to come to God with something good.

« Unbelief in the power of the blood and in the riches of grace.

3. Must | immediately confessan cath or a lie or a wrong word, o wait until my
feding has first cooded and leacome rightly disposed? O pray, confess it
immediately; come in full sinfulness to God, without first desiring to make it less!

4. lsit aso necessary or goodto confessbefore man? It is indispensable, if our sin
has been against man. And, lkesides, it is often good it is often easier to
adknowledge before God than before man that | have done something (James
5:16).
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XII. THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS

“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” - Psalm 32:1

“Bless the Lord, O my soul ... wiargiveth all thine iniquities.” - Psalm 103:2-3

In conredion with surrender to the Lord, it was said that the first grea blessng of the
graceof God was this - the freg complete, everlasting forgivenessof all your sins. For
the young Christian it is of gread moment that he shoud stand fast in this forgiveness
of his sns, and aways cary the cetitude of it abou with hm. To this end, ke must
especially consider the following truths.

The forgiveness of our sin is a mwmplete forgiveness (Psalim 10312 Isaiah 3817,
55:7; Micah 7:18-19; Hebrews 10:16-18) God dces nat forgive by halves. Even with
man, we redon a half forgiveness no true forgiveness The love of God is © gred,
and the aonement in the blood d Jesus © complete and pawerful, that God aways
forgives completely. Take time with God' s word to come under the full impresson
that your guilt has been botted ou whaly and atogether. God thinks absolutely no
more of your sins. ‘I will forgive ther iniquity, and their sin will | remember no
more.’ (Jeremiah 31:34; Hebrews 8:12; 10:17)

The forgivenessof our sin restores us entirely again to the love of God. (Hosea14:5;
Luke 15:22; Acts 26:18; Romans 5:1, 5 Not only does God nd impute sin any more -
that is but one half - but He redkons to us the righteousness of Jesus also, so that for
His ske we ae & dea to God as He is. Not only is wrath turned away from us, bu
the fullness of love now rests upon 8. ‘I will | ove them fredy, for Mine anger is
turned away from him.” Forgivenessis accessto al the love of God. On this acourt,
forgiveness is also introduction to all the other blessings of redemption.

Live in the full asaurance of forgiveness and let the Spirit fill your heat with the
ceatitude and the blessednessof it, and you shall have grea confidencein expeaing all
from God. Lean from the word of God, through the Spirit, to knov God aright, and to
trust Him as the ever-forgiving God. That is His name and His glory. To ore to whom
much, yea all is forgiven, He will aso give much. He will give dl. (Psalm 1033;
Isaiah 121, 3 Romans 5:10; 8:32, Ephesians 1:7; 3:5) Let it therefore be every day
your joyful thanksgiving. ‘Bless the Lord, O my soul, who forgiveth al mine
iniquities” Then forgiveness beames the power of a new life: ‘He who is forgiven
much, loves much.” The forgivenessof sins, recaved anew in living faith every day, is
a bond that binds anew to Jesus and His rvice (John 1314-15; Romans 7:1; 1
Corinthians 6:20; Ephesians 5:25-26; Titus 2:14; 1 Peter 1:17-18)

Then the forgiveness of former sins always gives courage to go immediately anew
with every new sin and trustfull y to take forgiveness (Exodus 34:6-7; Matthew 28:21;
Luke 1:77-78) Look, havever, to ore thing: the cetitude of forgivenessmust not be a
matter of memory or understanding, bu the fruit of life - living converse with the
forgiving Father, with Jesus in whom we have forgiveness (Ephesians 2:13, 18
Phili ppians 3:9; Colosgans 1:21-22) It is not enough to knaw that | once receved
forgiveness my lifein the love of God, my living intercourse with Jesus by faith - this
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makes the forgiveness of sin again aways new and powerful - the joy and the life of
my soul.

Lord God, this is the wonder of Thy grace, that Thou at a forgiving God.
Teach me evey day to know in this anew the glory of Thy love Let the Holy
Sprit evey day seal forgivenessto me as a bessng, evelasting, eve-fresh,
living, and poverful. And let my life be as a song d tharksgiving. ‘Blessthe
Lord, O my soul, whiorgiveth all thine iniquities.” Amen.

1. At bottom, forgiveness is one with justification. Forgiveness is the word that
looks more to the relation of God as Father. Justification looks more to His
acquittal as Judge. Forgiveness is a word that is more easily understood by the
young Christian. But he must also endeavour to understand the word justification,
and to obtain part in all that the Scripture teaches about it.

2. About justification we must understand:

e That manin himself iswholly unrighteous.

e That he can not be justified by works, that is, pronounced righteous before
the judgment-seat of God.

e That Jesus Christ has brought in a righteousness in our place. His obedience
isour righteousness.

e That we through faith receive Him, are united with Him; and then are
pronounced righteous before God.

e That we through faith have the certitude of this, and, as justified, draw near
before God.

e That union with Jesus is a life by which we are not only pronounced
righteous, but are really righteous and act righteously.

3. Let the certitude of your part in justification, in the full forgiveness of your sins,
and in full restoration to the love of God, be every day your confidence in
drawing near to God.
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XII1. THE CLEANSING OF SIN

“If we walk in the light, the blood of Jesus His Si@anseth us from all
sin. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” - 1 John 1:7, 9

The same God that forgives sin also cleanses from it. Not less than forgiveness is
cleansing a promise of God, and therefore a matter of faith. Asit isindispensable, asit
is impossible for man, so is cleansing as well as forgiveness certain to be obtained
from God.

And what now is this cleansing? The word comes from the Old Testament. While
forgiveness was a sentence of acquittal passed on the sinner, cleansing was something
that happened to him and in him. Forgiveness came to him through the word: in the
case of cleansing, something was done to him that he could experience. (Leviticus
8:13; 14:7-8; Numbers 19:12, 31:23-24; 2 Samuel 22:21, 25; 2 Chronicles 5:10;
Nehemiah 13:30; 28:21,25; Psalm 21:4; Madachi 3:3) Consequently with us also
cleansing is the inner revelation of the power of God whereby we are liberated from
unrighteousness, from the pollution and the working of sin. Through cleansing we
obtain the blessing of a pure heart; a heart in which the Spirit can complete His
operations with a view to sanctifying us, and revealing God within us. (Psalm 51:12;
73:1; Matthew 5:8; 1 Timothy 1:5; 2 Timothy 2:22; 1 Peter 1:22)

Cleansing is through the blood. Forgiveness and cleansing are both through the blood.
The blood breaks the power that sin has in heaven to condemn us. The blood thereby
also breaks the power of sin in the heart to hold us captive. The blood has a ceaseless
operation in heaven from moment to moment. The blood has likewise a ceaseless
operation in our heart, to purify, to keep pure the heart into which sin always seeks to
penetrate from the flesh. The blood cleanses the conscience from dead works, to serve
the living God. The marvellous power that the blood has in heaven, it has also in the
heart. (John 13:10-11; Hebrews 9:14; 10:22; 1 John 1:7)

Cleansing is aso through the word, for the word testifies of the blood and of the
power of God. (John 14:3) Hence also cleansing is through faith. It is a divine and
effectua cleansing, but it must also be received in faith ere it can be experienced and
felt. | believe that | am cleansed with a divine cleansing, even while | still percelve sin
in the flesh; through faith in this blessing, cleansing itself shall be my daily
experience.

Cleansing is ascribed sometimes to God or the Lord Jesus, sometimes to man. (Psalm
51:3; Ezekiel 30:25; John 13:2; 2 Corinthians 7:1; 1 Timothy 5:22; 2 Timothy 2:21;
James 4:8; 1 John 3:3) That is because God cleanses us by making us active in our
own cleansing. Through the blood the lust that leads to sin is mortified, the certitude
of power against it is awakened, and the desire and the will are thus made aive.
Happy is he that understands this. He is protected against useless endeavours after
self-purification in his own strength, for he knows God alone can do it. He is protected
against discouragement, for he knows God will certainly do it.



What we have now acardingly to lay the dief stressuponis foundin two things, the
desire and the reception d cleansing. The desire must be strong for ared purificaion.
Forgivenessmust be only the gateway or beginning of ahaly life. | have several times
remarked that the seaet of progressin the service of God is a strong yeaning to
bemme free from every sin, a hurger and thirst after righteousness (Psaim 19:13;
Matthew 5:6) Blessd are such as thus yean. They shall understand and recave the
promise of a cleansing through God.

They lean also what it isto dothisin faith. Through faith they know that an urseen,
spiritua, heavenly, bu very red cleansing through the blood is wrought in them by
God Himself.

Beloved child of God, you remember how we have seen that it was to cleanse us that
Jesus gave Himself. (Ephesians 5:26; Titus 2:14) Let Him, let God the Lord, cleanse
you. Having these promises of a divine deansing, cleanse yourselves. Believe that
every sin, when it is forgiven you, is also cleansed away. It shall be to you acwording
to your faith. Let your faith in God, in the word, in the blood, in your Jesus increese
continually: ‘God is faithful and righteous to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’

Lord Go, | thank Thee for these promises. Thou givest not only forgiveness,
but also cleansing. As surely as forgiveness comes first, does cleansing follow
for every one that desires it and believes. Lord, let Thy word penetrate my
heart, and let a divine cleansing from every sin that is forgiven me be the
stable expectation of my soul. Beloved Saviour, let the glorious, ceaseless
cleansing of Thy blood through Thy Spirit in me be made known to me and
shared by me every moment. Amen.

=

What is the connection between cleansing by God and cleansing by man himself?
What, according to 1 John 1:9, are the two things that must precede cleansing?
3. Iscleansing, as well as forgiveness the work of God in us? If thisis the cae, of
what inexpressble importanceisit to trust God for it. To believe that God gives
me adivine deansing in the blood when He forgives me, is the way to become
partaker of it.
4. What, acwording to Scripture, are the eidence of a pure heat?
What are ‘clean hands’? (Psalm 24)

N
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XIV. HOLINESS

“Like as He which called you is holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all manner
of living: because it is written, Ye shall be holy; for | am holy.” - 1 Peter 1:15-16

“But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto
us from God, sanctification.” - 1 Corinthians 1:30

“God chose you from the beginning unto salvation in sanctification
of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” - 2 Thessalonians 2:13

Not only salvation, bu hdiness- salvation in hdiness for this end has God chasen
and cdled us. Not only safe in Christ, but haly in Christ, must the goal of the young
Christian be. Safety and salvation are in the long run found ory in hdiness The
Christian who thinks that his slvation consists merely in safety and nd in hdiness
will find himself deceived. Young Christian, listen to the word of God: Be holy.

Andwherefore must | be haly? Becaise He who cdled youis hay, and summons you
to fellowship and conformity with Himself. How shoud any one be saved in God,
when he has not the same disposition as God? (Exodus 19:6; Leviticus 11:44; 19:2;
20:6-7)

God's hdlinessis His highest glory. In His hdiness His righteousness and love ae
united. His halinessis the flaming fire of His zed against al that is sn, whereby He
keegys Himsdlf freefrom sin, and in love makes others also freefrom it. It is as the
Holy One of Israd that He is the Redeemer, and that He dwells in the midst of His
people. (Exodus 25:11; Isaiah 26; 1214; 4315 497, 5715 Hosea 11.9)
Redemptionis given to bring us to Himself and to the fellowship of His hoiness We
can na possbly have part in the love and salvation d God if we ae not haly asHeis
holy. (Isaiah 10:18; Hebrews 12:14) Young Christians, be holy.

And what is this hadinessthat | must have? Answer: Of God are ye in Christ, who o
God is made unto you sanctificaion. Christ is your sanctificaion; the life of Christ in
you is your hadiness (1 Corinthians 1:3; Ephesians 5:27) In Christ you are sanctified;
you are haly. In Christ you must still be sanctified; the glory of Christ must penetrate
your whole life.

Holinessis more than purity. In Scripture we seethat cleansing preceles holiness (2
Corinthians 7:1; Ephesians 5:26-27; 2 Timothy 2:21) Cleansing is the taking away of
that which is wrong; liberation from sin. Holiness is the filli ng with that which is
good, dvine, with the dispasition d Jesus. Conformity to Him - this is hdliness
separation from the spirit of the world; the being fill ed with the presence of the Holy
God - thisis hdiness The tabernade was holy becaise God dwelt there; we ae haly,
as God's temple, after we have the indwelling of God. Christ’s life in us is our
holiness. (Exodus 29:43, 45; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:16-17; 6:19)

And hav do we beaome haly? By the sanctificaion d the Spirit. The Spirit of God is

named the Holy Spirit, becaise He makes us holy. He reveds and glorifies Christ in
us. Through Him Christ dwells in us, and His haly power works in us. Through this
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Holy Spirit the workings of the flesh are mortified, and God works in us both the will
and the accomplishment. (Romans 1:4; 8:2, 13; 1 Peter 1:2)

And what is now the work that we have to do to receve this hdiness of Christ
through the Holy Spirit? *God chose you to salvation, in sanctificaion d the Spirit
and elief of the truth.” (2 Thessalonians 2:13) The hdinessof Christ beacomes ours
through faith. There must naturaly first be the desire to become hay. We must
cleanse ourselves from all pdlutions of flesh and spirit by confessng them, giving
them up to God, and having them cleansed away in the blood. Then, first, can we
perfed holiness (2 Corinthians 7:1). Then, in belief of the truth that Christ Himself is
our sanctificaion, we have to take and recave from Him what is prepared in His
fullnessfor us. (John 114, 16 1 Corinthians 2:9-10) We must be deeply convinced
that Christ iswhaly and alone our sanctificaionas Heis our justificaion, and that He
will adually and paverfully work in us that which is well-pleasing to God. In this
faith we must know that we have sufficient power for holiness and that our work isto
recave this power from Him by faith every day. (Galatians 2:21;, Ephesians 2:10;
Philippians 2:13;, 4:13) He gives His Spirit, the Holy Spirit, in us, the Spirit
communicates the holy life of Jesus to us.

Yourg Christian, the ThreeOne God is the Thrice-Holy. (Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 48;
15:3-4) And this ThreeOne God is the God that sanctifies you: the Father, by giving
Jesus to you, and confirming you in Jesus; the Son, by Himsef beaming your
sanctificaion and giving you the Spirit; the Spirit, by reveding the Son in you,
preparing you as a temple for the indwelling of God, and making the Son dwell in
you. O, be holy, for God is holy.

Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, what tharks dhall | render to Thessfor the
gift of Thy Son & my sanctification, andthat | am sanctified in Him. And
what tharks for the Sgrit of sanctification to dwell in me, andtransplant the
halinessof Jesusinto me. Lord, gvemeto understandthis aright, andto long
for the experience of it. Amen.

1. What is the distinction ketwixt forgivenessand cleansing, and betwixt cleansing
and holiness?

2. What made the temple asanctuary? The indwelli ng of God. What makes us holy?
Nothing less than this. the indwelling of God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.
Obedience and purity are the way to holiness; holiness itself is something higher.

3. Inlsaiah 5217, there is a description d the man who will become haly. It is he
who, in powerty of spirit, adknowledges that, even when heisliving as arighteous
man, he has nothing, and looks to God to come and dwell in Him.

4. No oreishady but the Lord. You have a much o holinessas you have of Godin
you.

5. Theword ‘hay’ is one of the degest words in the Bible, the degpest mystery of
the Godheal. Do you desire to understand something of it, and to oltain part in
it? Then take these two thoughts, ‘1 am haly.” * Be ye haly,” and carry them in your
heart as a seed of God that has life.

6. What isthe conredion ketwixt the perseverance of the saints and perseverancein
holiness?
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XV.RIGHTEOUSNESS

“He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee,
but to justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” - Micah 6:8

“Present yourselves unto God, as alive from the dead, and your members
as instruments of righteousness. Even so how present your members as
servants to righteousness unto sanctification.” - Romans 6:13, 18-19

The word of Micah teades us that the fruit of the salvation d God is sen chiefly in
threethings. The new life must be charaderised, in my relation to God and His will
by righteousness and dang right; in my relation to my neighbou, by love and
beneficence in relation to myself, by humility and lowliness For the present, we
meditate on righteousness.

Scripture teadies us that no man is righteous before God, a has any righteousnessthat
can stand tefore God; (Psalm 14:3; 1432; Romans 3:10, 20 that man recaves the
rightnessor righteousnessof Christ for nothing; and that by this righteousness which
is recaved in faith, he is then justified before God, (Romans 3:22, 24 10:3, 10 1
Corinthians 1:30; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 2:16; Phili ppians 3:9) he is right with
God. This righteous entence of God is omething effedual, whereby the life of
righteousnessis implanted in man, and he leans to live & arighteous man, andto do
righteousness (Romans 5:17-18; 6:13, 1819; 8:3; Titus 1:8; 2:12; 1 John 229; 3:9-
10) Being right with God is foll owed by doing right. ‘ The righteous dhall li ve by faith’
a righteous life.

It is to be feaed that this is not dways understood. One thinks ometimes more of
justificdion than o righteousnessin life and walk. To understand the will and the
thoughts of God here, let us tracewhat Scripture teadies us on this point. We shall be
persuaded that the man who is clothed with a divine righteousness before God must
also walk before God and man in a divine righteousness.

Consider how, in the word, the servants of God are praised as righteous; (Genesis 6:9;
7:1; Matthew 1:19; Luke 1.6; 2:25; 2 Peter 2:7) how the favour and dessng of God
are pronourced uponthe righteous; (Psalm 1:6; 5:13, 145; 34:16, 2Q 37:17, 39
9213, 97:11; 144:8) how the righteous are cdled to confidence, to joy. (Psalm 32:11;
331; 5811; 64:11; 68.4; 97:12) Seethisespedaly in the Book d Psams. Seehow in
Proverbs, dthough you shoud take but one dapter only, al blessng is pronourced
upon the righteous. (Proverbs 10:3, 67, 11, 16, 221, 2425, 28, 3832) See how
everywhere men are divided into two classes, the righteous and the godess
(Ecdesiastes 3:17; Isaiah 310; Ezekiel 3:18, 20 1821, 23 3312 Maadi 3:18;
Matthew 5:45; 12:49; 25:46) Seehow, in the New Testament, the Lord Jesus demands
this righteousness (Matthew 5:6, 2Q 6:33) how Paul, who annources most the
doctrine of justification by faith alone, insists that this is the am of justificaion, to
form righteous men, who doright. (Romans 3:31; 6:13, 22 7:4, 6 8:4; 2 Corinthians
9:9-10; Philippians 1:11; 1 Timothy 6:11) See how John rames righteousness along
with love & the two indispensable marks of the dildren of God. (1 John 24, 11, 29
3:10; 5:2) When you pu all these fads together, it must be very evident to you that a
true Christian is a man who does righteousness in all things, even as God is righteous.
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Andwhat this righteousnessis, Scripture will also tead you. It isalife in acordance
with the commands of God, in al their breadth and height. The righteous man daes
what is right in the ees of the Lord. (Psalm 119166, 168 Luke 1.6, 75 1
Thessalonians 2:10) He takes not the rules of human adion; he aks nat what man
considers lawful. As aman who stands right with God, who walks uprightly with God,
he dreals abowve dl things even the least unrighteousness He is afraid, abowve dl, of
being partial to mself, of doing any wrong to his neighbou for the sake of his own
advantage. In grea and littl e things alike, he takes the Scriptures as his measure and
line. Asthe dly of God, e knows that the way of righteousnessis the way of blessng,
and life, and joy.

Consider, further, the promises of blessng and joy which God hes for the righteous,
and then live & one who, in friendship with God, and clothed with the righteousness
of His Son through faith, has no alternative but to do righteousness.

O Lord, who hast said, ‘There is no God else beside Me: a just God and a
Saiiowr,” Thou at my God. It is as a righteous God that Thou ae my
Saviour, and hat redeamed me in Thy Son.As a righteous God Thou makest
me also righteous, and sayest to me that the righteous all li ve by faith. O
Lord, let the new life in me be the life of faith, the life of a righteous man.
Amen.

1. Observe the mnredion ketween the doing of righteousnessand sanctificaion in
Romans 6:19, 22 ‘Present your members as srvants to righteousness unto
sanctification. ‘Having bemme servants to God, ye have your fruit unto
sanctification.” The doing of righteousness righteousnessin condwct and adion,
is the way to hdiness Obedience is the way to beacome filled with the Holy
Ghost. And the indwelling of God through the Spirit - this is holiness.

2. ‘Suffer it now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil al righteousness It was when the
Lord Jesus had spoken that word that He was baptized with the Spirit. Let us st
aside every temptation nd to walk in full obediencetowards God, even as He did,
and we too shall be fill ed with the Spirit. ‘Blessed are they that hunger and thirst
after righteousness.’

3. Take pains to set before yourselves the image of a man who so walks that the
name of ‘righteous; is invauntarily given to him. Think of his uprightness his
conscientious care to cause no ore to suffer the least injury, his haly fea and
caefulness to transgress nore of the ammands of the Lord - righteous, and
walking in al the mmmandments and adinances of the Lord dameless and then
say to the Lord that you should so live.

4. You uncrstand nov the grea word, ‘ The righteous dhal li ve by faith. By faith
the godess is justified, and kecomes a righteous man; by faith he lives as a
righteous man.
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XVI.LOVE

“A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one another; even as |
have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that
ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another.” - John 13:34-35

“Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: love therefore is the fulfilling of the law.” - Romans 13:10

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. If we love one
another, God abideth in us, and His love is perfected in us.” - 1 John 4:11-12

In theword of Micah, in the previous sdion, righteousnesswas the first thing, to love
mercy the second, that God demands. Righteousness $ood more in the foregroundin
the Old Testament: it isin the New Testament that it isfirst seen that love is supreme.
Utterances to this effed are not difficult to find. It is in the alvent of Jesus that the
love of God is first reveded; that the new, the dernd life, is first given; that we
bemme dildren of the Father, and krethren of one ancther. On this groundthe Lord
can then, for the first time, spe&k of the New Commandment - the commandment of
brotherly love. Righteousnessis required na lessin the New Testament than in the
Old. (Matthew 5:6, 17, 20 6:33) Yet the burden of the New Testament is, that power
has been given usfor alove that in ealy days wasimpossble. (Romans 5:5; Galatians
5:22; 1 Thessalonians 4:9; 1 John 4:11; 13:34)

Let every Christian take it deeply to heat, that in the first and the grea
commandment, the new commandment given by Jesus at His departure, the peauliar
charaderistic of adisciple of Jesusis brotherly love. And let him with hiswhale heat
yield hmself to Him, to oley that command. For the right exercise of this brotherly
love, one must take heed to more than one thing.

Love to the brethren arises from the love of the Father. By the Holy Spirit, the love of
Godis dhed abroad in ou heats, the wonderful love of the Father is unveilled to us, so
that His love beaomes the life and the joy of our soul. Out of this fourtain o the love
of Godto us gringsour love to Him. (Romans 5:5; 1 John 419) And ou loveto Him
works naturaly love to the brethren. (Ephesians 4:2, 6, 5:1-2; 1 John 31, 4:7, 2Q 5:1)
Do na attempt then to fulfil the commandment of brotherly love of yourselves: you
are not in aposition to dothis. But believe that the Holy Spirit, whoisin you to make
known the love of Godto you, also certainly enables you to yield thislove. Never say:
| fed nolove; | do nd fed asif | can forgive this man. Feding is nat the rule of your
duty, bu the command, and the faith that God gives power to oley the command. In
obedience to the Father, with the dhoice of your will, and in faith that the Holy Spirit
gives you pawer, begin to say: | will | ove him; | do love him. The feding will foll ow
the faith. Gracegives power for al that the Father asks of you. (Matthew 5:44-45;
Galatians 2:20; 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13; 5:24; Philippians 4:13; 1 Peter 1:22)

Brotherly love has its measure and rule in the love of Jesus. ‘This is my
commandment, that ye love one ancther, as | have loved you. (Luke 22:26-27; John
13:14-15, 34 Colosdans 2:13) The @ernd life that worksin usis the life of Jesus; it
knows no aher law than what we seein Him; it works with paver in us what it
wrought in Him. Jesus Himself lives in us and loves in and through us. we must
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believe in the power of thislovein us, andin that faith love & Heloved. O, do kEieve
that this is true salvation, to love even as Jesus loves.

Brotherly love must be in deed andin truth. (Matthew 12:50; 25:40; Romans 13.10; 1
Corinthians 7:19; Galatians 5:6; James 2:15-16; 1 John 316-18) It is not mere feding:
faith working by love is what has power in Christ. It manifests itself in al the
dispositions that are exumerated in the word of God. Contemplate its glorious image
in 1 Corinthians 13.4-7. Mark al the glorious encouragements to gentleness to
longsuffering, to mercy. (Gaatians 5:22; Ephesians 4:2, 32 Philippians 2:2-3;
Colosgans 3:12; 2 Thessalonians 1:3) In al your condict, let it be seen that the love
of Christ dwells in you. Let your love be ahelpful, self-saaificing love, like that of
Jesus. Hold al children of God, havever sinful or perverse they may be, fervently
dea. Let love to them tead you to love dl men. (Luke 6:32, 35 1 Peter 1:22; 2 Peter
1:7) Let your househdd, and the Church, and the world, seein you ore with whom
‘love is greatest;’ one in whom the love of God has a full dwelling, a free working.

Christian, God is love. Jesus is the gift of thislove, to bring love to you, to transplant
you into that life of godike love. Live in that faith, and you shall not complain that
you have no power to love: the love of the Spirit shall be your power and your life.

Beloved Saviour, | discern more dearly that the whale of the new lifeisalife
in love Thou Thyself art the Son ¢ God's love the gift of His love, come to
introduceusinto Hislove and gveus a dwelli ng there. And the Holy Sqrit is
given to shed alroad the love of God in ou hearts, to open a spring ou of
which shall stream love to Theg andto the brethren, andto al mankind.
Lord, heream I, ore redeamed by love, to lovefor it, andin its might to love
all. Amen.

1. Thosewhorged theword of God sometimes sy that it is of no moment what we
believe, if we but have love, and so they are for making love the one condtion d
salvation. In their zed against this view, the orthodo party have sometimes
presented faith in justification, as if love were not of so much importance Thisis
likely to be very dangerous. God is love. His Son is the gift, the bringer, of His
loveto us. The Spirit sheds abroad the love of God in the heat. The New Lifeisa
lifein love. Loveisthe gredest thing. Let it be the diief element in ou life: true
love, that, namely, which is known in the kegoing of God' s commandments. (See
1 John 3:10, 23-24; 5:2)

2. Do na wonder that | have said to you that you must love, athough you do nao
fed the least love. Not the feding, bu the will is your power: it is not in your
feding, bu in faith, that the Spirit in youis the power of your will to work in you
al that the Father bids you. Therefore, athough you fed absolutely no love to
your enemy, say in the obedience of faith: Father, | love him; in faith in the
hidden working of the Spirit in my heart, | do love him.

3. Pray, think na that thisislove, if youwish noevil to any one, or if you shoud be
willing to help, if he were in nead. No: love is much more: love islove Loveis
the disposition with which God addressed you when you were His enemy, and
afterwards ran to you with tender longing to bless you.
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XVII.HUMILITY

“And what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” - Micah 6:8

“Learn of me that | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest unto your souls.” - Matthew 11:29

One of the most dangerous enemies against which the young Christian must watch, is
pride or self-exadtation. There is no sin that works more aunningly and more hiddenly.
It knows how to penetrate into everything, even into ou servicefor God, ou prayers -
yea even into ou humility: there is nothing so small in the eathly life, nahing so
haly in the spiritual life, that self-exaltation daes not know to extrad its nutriment out
of. (2 Chronicles 265, 16§ 3226, 31 Isaiah 655; Jeremiah 7:4; 2 Corinthians 12.7)
The Christian must therefore be on hs guard against it, must listen to what Scripture
teaches about it, and about the lowliness whereby it is driven out.

Man was creaed to have part in the glory of God. He obtains this by surrendering
himself to the glorification d God. The more he seeks that the glory of God orly shall
be seen in him, the more does this glory rest upon hmsdf. (Isaiah 437, 21, John
12:28;, 13:31-32, 27:1, 45; 1 Corinthians 10:31; 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12) The more
he forgets and loses himself, desiring to be nathing, that God may be dl and ke done
glorified, the more happy shall he be.

By sin this design has been thwarted: man seeks himself and hs own will. (Romans
1:21, 23 Gracehas come to restore what sin has corrupted, and to bring man to glory
by the pathway of dying unto himself and living solely for the glory of God. Thisis
the humility or lowliness of which Jesus is the exemplar: He took nothought for
Himself, He have himself over whally to glorify the Father (John 850; Phili ppians
2:7)

He who would be freed from self-exatation must not think to oltain this by striving
against its mere workings. No: pride must be driven ou and kept out by humility. The
Spirit of life in Christ, the Spirit of His lowliness will work in us true lowliness
(Romans 8:2; Philippians 2:5)

The means that He will chiefly use for this end is the word. It is by the word that we
are deansed from gin; it is by the word that we ae sanctified and fill ed with the love
of God.

Observe what the word says abou this paint. It spe&ks of God' s aversionto pride, and
the punishment that comes uponit. (Psam 31:24; Proverbs 26.5; Matthew 23:12;
Luke 1:51; James 4.5; 1 Peter 5:5) It gives the most glorious promises to the lowly.
(Psaim 34:19; Proverbs 11:2; Isaiah 57.15; Luke 9:48; 14:11; 1814) In well-nigh
every Epistle, humility is commended to Christians as one of the first virtues.
(Romans 123, 16 1 Corinthians 13:4; Galatians 5:22, 26 Ephesians 4:2; Phili ppians
2:3; Colosgans 2:13) It is the feaure in the image of Jesus which He seeks chiefly to
impresson His disciples. His whole incarnation and redemption hes its roots in His
humiliation. (Matthew 20:26, 28; Luke 22:27; John 13:14-15; Philippians 2:7-8)
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Take singly some of these words of God from time to time axd lay them up in your
heat. The tree of life yields many different kinds of seal - the seed dso o the
heavenly plant, lowliness The sedals are the words of God. Carry them in your heat:
they shall shoot up and yield fruit. (1 Thessalonians 2:13; Hebrews 4:12; James 1:21)

Consider, moreover, how lovely, how becoming, how well-pleasing to God, lowli ness
is. As man, creaed for the honou of God, you find it befitting you. (Genesis 1:27; 1
Corinthians 11:7) As a sinner, deegply unworthy, you have nothing more to urge
against it. (Job 4Q6; Isaiah 6.5; Luke 5:8) As a redeamned soul, who knaws that only
through the deah o the natural | does the way to the new life lie, you find it
indispensable. (Romans 7:18; 1 Corinthians 25:9,10; Galatians 2:20)

But here, as everywhere in the life of grace let faith be the chief thing. Believe in the
power of the @ernal life that works in you. Believe in the power of Jesus, whois your
life. Believe in the power of the Holy Spirit who dwells in you. Attempt not to hide
your pride, or to forget it, or to root it out yourself. Confess this sn, with every
working of it that you trace in the sure confidence that the blood cleanses, that the
Spirit sanctifies. Lean of Jesusthat Heis meek and lowly in heat. Consider that Heis
your life, with al that He has. Believe that He gives His humility to you. The word:
‘Do it to the Lord Jesus, means, ‘Be dothed with the Lord Jesus.’” Be dothed with
humility, in order that you may be dothed with Jesus. It is Christ in you that shall fill
you with humility.

Blessed Lord Jesus, there never was any one amongst the children of men so
high, so holy, so glorious as Thou. And never was there any one who was so
lowly and ready to deny himself as the servant of all. O Lord, when shall we
learn that lowliness is the grace by which man can be most closely conformed
to the divine glory? O teach me this. Amen.

1. Take hedal that you do naohing to feed pride on the part of others. Take heed that
you do na suffer others to feed your pride. Take heal, abowe dl, that you do
nothing yourself to feed your pride. Let God alone dways and in al things obtain
the honou. Endeasour to olserve dl that is goodin His children, and to thank
Him heatily for it. Thank Him for all that helps you to hdd yourself in small
estean, whether it be sent through friend a foe. Resolve, espedally, never on any
acourt to be egerly bent on your own honou, when this is not acorded to you
as it ought to be. Commit this to the Father: take heed only to His honour.

2. By no means suppcse that faint-heatedness or doulting is lowliness Dee
humility and strong faith go together. The centurion who said: ‘I am not worthy
that Thou shoudst come under my roof,” and the woman who said: ‘Yea Lord,
yet even the dogs ea of the aumbs' - these two were the most humble and the
most trustful that the Lord found (Matthew 8:10; 15:28). The reason is this: the
neaer we aeto God, the lesswe aein ouseves, bu the stronger we aein Him.
The more | seeof God, the less| bemme, the degoer is my confidencein Him. To
beamme lowly, let God fill eye and heat. Where God is all, there is no time or
place for man.
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XVIIl. STUMBLINGS

“In many things we all stumble.” - James 3:2

This word of God by James is the description d what man is, even the Christian,
when he is nat kept by grace It serves to take avay from us al hope in ouselves.
(Romans 7:14, 23 Galatians 6:1) ‘Now unto Him that is able to guard you from
stumbling ... be glory, mgesty, daminion, and paver ... forevermore’ (Jude 24-25).
Thisword of God by Jude points to Him who can keep from falling, and stirs up the
soul to ascribe to Him the honou and the power. It serves to confirm our hope in God.
(2 Corinthians 1:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:24; 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17; 3:3) ‘Brethren,
give the more diligence to make your cdling and eledion sure: for if ye do these
things, ye shal never stumble’ (2 Peter 1:10). This word of God by Peter teades us
the way in which we can become partakers of the keeguing of the Almighty: the
confirmation o our eledion by Godin agodike wak (1 Peter 1:4, 8, 1). It servesto
lead usinto dli gence and conscientious watchfulness (Matthew 26:41; Luke 12:35; 1
Peter 1:13; 5:8-10)

For the young Christian, it is often a difficult question what he ought to think of his
stumblings. On this point, he ought espedally to be on hs guard against two errors.
Some bewme dispirited when they stumble: they think that their surrender was nat
sincere, and lose their confidence towards God. (Hebrews 3:6, 14 10:35) Others again
take it too lightly. They think that it can na be otherwise: they concern themselves
littl e with stumblings, and continue to live in them. (Romans 6:1; Galatians 2:18; 3:3)
Let us take these words of God to tead us what we ought to think of our stumblings.
There are three lessons.

Let no stumblings discourage you. You are cdled to perfedness yet this comes not at
once time and petience ae neadful for it. Therefore James says. ‘Let patience have its
perfed work that ye may be perfed and entire. (Matthew 5:48; 2 Timothy 3:17;
Hebrews 13:20-21; James 1:4; 1 Peter 5:10) Think na that your surrender was not
sincere; adknowledge only how we&k you still are. Think na also that you must only
continue stumbling: acknowledge only how strong your Saviour is.

Let stumbling rouse youto faith in the mighty keeper. It is becaise you have nat relied
on Him with a sufficient faith that you have stumbled. (Matthew 14:31; 17:20) Let
stumbling drive you to Him. The first thing that you must do with a stumbling is. go
with it to your Jesus. Tell it out to Him. (Psalm 38:18; 56:6; 1 John 19; 2:1) Confess
it, and receve forgiveness Confessit, and commit yourself with your weaness to
Him, and redon onHim to ke you. Sing continualy the song: ‘To Him that is
mighty to keep you, be the glory.’

And then, let stumbling make you very prudent. (Proverbs 28:14; Phili ppians 2:12; 1
Peter 1:17-18) By faith you shall strive and owercome. In the power of your kegper and
the joy and seaurity of His help, you shall have murage to watch. The firmer you
make your eledion, the stronger the cetitude that He has chasen you, and will not let
you go, the more conscientious sall you kecome, to livein all things only for Him, in
Him, through Him. (2 Chronicles 20:15, Psam 1830, 37 445, 9 John 54-5;

44



Romans 11:20; 2 Corinthians 1:24; Philippians 2:13) Doing this, the word of God
says, you shall never stumble.

Lord Jesus, a sinner who is ready to stumble evey moment would gve
honou to Thee who at mighty to keg from stumbling: Thine is the might
andthe power: | take Theeas my keger. | look to Thy love which has chaosen
me, and wait for the fulfilment of Thy word: ‘Ye shall never stumble.” Amen.

1. Let your thoughts about what the grace of God can do for you, be taken only from
the word of God. Our natural expectations - that we must just always be
stumbling - are wrong. They are strengthened by more than one thing. There is
secret unwillingness to surrender everything. There is the example of so many
sluggish Christians. There is the unbelief that can not quite understand that God
will really keep us. There is the experience of so many disappointments, when we
have striven in our own power.

2. Let no stumbling be tolerated, for the reason that it istrifling.
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X1 X. JESUSTHE KEEPER

“The Lord is Thy keeper: ... The Lord shall keep thee from
all evil; ... He shall keep thy soul.” - Psalm 121:4, 7

“I know Him whom | have believed, and | am persuaded that He is able to guard
that which | have committed unto Him against that day.” - 2 Timothy 1:12

For yourg disciples of Christ who are till we&k, there is no leson that is more
necessary than this, that the Lord has nat only recaved them, bu that He will aso
ke them. (Genesis 28:15; Deuteronamy 7:9; 32.10; Psam 27:8; 89:33-34; Romans
12:2, 29 The lovely name, ‘the Lord Thy keeper,” must for this end ke caried in the
heat, urtil the awurance of an Almighty keging becomes as drong with us as it was
with Paul, when he spake that glorious word: ‘1 know Him in whom | have believed,
and | am persuaded that He is able to guard that which | have committed urto Him
against that day.” Come and learn this lesson from him.

Lean from his to depaosit your pledge with Jesus. Paul had surrendered himself, body
and soul, to the Lord Jesus: that was His pledge which he had depaosited with the Lord.
You have dso surrendered yourselves to the Lord, bu perhaps not with the dea
understanding that it isin order to be kept every day. Do this now daily. Depasit your
soul with Jesus as a stly pledge that He will keep seaure. Do this same thing with
every part of your life. Is there something that you can na rightly hald - your heat,
becaise it istooworldly; (Psalm 31:6; Jeremiah 31:33) your tongue, becaise it is too
idle; (Psalm 51:17; 141:3) your temper, becaise it is too passonate; (Psaim 119165
Jeremiah 263-4; John 1427; Phili ppians 4.6-7; 2 Thessalonians 3:16) your cdling to
confess the Lord, becaise you are too we&k? (Isaiah 507; Jeremiah 1.9; Matthew
10:19-20; Luke 26:15) Lean, then, to deposit it as a pledge for kegping with Jesus, in
order that He may fulfil in you the promise of God abou it. You dten pray and strive
too much in vain against a sin: it is becaise, athouwgh this is dore with God's help,
youwould be the person who would overcome. No: entrust the matter whally to Jesus:
‘the battle is nat yours, bu Gods. (Exodus 14:14; Deuteronamy 3:22; 204 2
Chronicles 20:15) Leave it in His hands: believe in Him to doit for you: ‘Thisis the
victory that hath overcome the world, even your faith.” (Matthew 9:23; 1 John 53-4)
But you must first place it wholly out of your hands in His.

Lean from Paul to set your confidence only on the power of Jesus. | am persuaded
that He is able to kegp my pledge. You have an amighty Jesus to kee you. Faith
keeps itself occupied orly with His omnipotence (Genesis 17:1; 18:14; Jeremiah
3217, 27 Matthew 8:27; 28:18; Luke 1:37, 49 18:27, Romans 4:21; Hebrews 11:18)
Let your faith espedally be strengthened in what God is able to dofor you. (Romans
4:21; 14:4; 2 Corinthians 9:8; 2 Timothy 1:12) Exped with certainty from Him that
He will dofor you gred and glorious things, entirely above your own strength. Seein
the Holy Scriptures how constantly the power of God was the ground d the trust of
His people. Take these words and hide them in your heat. Let the power of Jesus fill
your soul. Ask only: ‘What is my Jesus able to do? What you redly trust Him with,
He is able to keep. (John 13:1; 1 Corinthians 1:8-9)
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Andlean aso from Paul where he obtained the asaurancethat this power would keep
his pledge: it was in his knowledge of Jesus. ‘I know Him whom | have believed:’
therefore | am asaured. (John 1014, 28 Galatians 2:20; 2 Timothy 4:18; 1 John 213
14) You can trust the power of Jesus, if you know that He is yours, if you hdd
converse with Him as your friend. Then you can say: ‘| know whom | have believed: |
know that he hads my very dea: | know and am asaured that He is able to kegp my
pledge.’ So runsthe way to the full assurance of faith: Depaosit your pledge with Jesus;
give yourselves whally, give everything, into His hands; think much onHis might, and
redkon uponHim; and live with Him so that you may aways know who He is in
whom you have believed.

Yourg disciples of Christ, pray, receve thisword: ‘The Lord is thy keeper.’” For every
wedkness every temptation, lean to depaosit your soul with Him as a pledge. You can
redkon uponit, you can shou joyfully over it: ‘The Lord shall kegp you from al evil.
(Joshua 1:9; Psalm 23:4; Romans 8:35, 39)

Holy Jesus, | take Theeas my keger. Let Thy name, ‘The Lord thy keger,’
sound & a songin my heart the whole day. Teach me in eve'y neal to deposit
my case as a pledge with Thee andto be aswured that Thou at able to ke
it. Amen.

1. There was once awoman who for yeas long, and with much prayer, had striven
against her temper, bu could na obtain the victory. On a cetain day she resolved
not to come out of her room until by eanest prayer she had the power to
overcome. She went out in the opinion that she shoud succeeal. Scarcdy had she
bee in the househdd, when something gave her offense and caused her to be
angry. She was deeoly ashamed, bust into teas, and hestened badk to her room.
A daughter, who uncaerstoodthe way of faith better than she, went to her and said,
‘Mother, | have observed your conflict: may | tell you what | think the hindrance
is? *Yes, my child, * Mother, you struggle against temper, and pray that the Lord
may help you to overcome. Thisiswrong. The Lord must do it alone. You must
give temper whaly into His hands: then He takes it whally, and He keeps you!
The mother could na at first understand this, bu later it was made plain to her.
And she enjoyed the blessedness of the life in which Jesus keeos us, and we by
faith have the victory. Do you understand this?

2. ‘TheLord must help meto overcome sin:’ the expresson is atogether outside of
the New Testament. The graceof God in the soul does not become ahelp to us.
He will do everything: ‘The Spirit has made me free from the law of sin.’

3. When you surrender anything to the Lord for keguing, take heed to two things:
that you give it whally into His hands; and that you have it there. Let Him have it
wholly: He will carry out your case gloriously.
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XX. POWER AND WEAKNESS

“He hath said unto me, My power is made perfect in weakness. Therefore will | glory in
my weaknesses, that the strength of Christ may rest upon me. Wherefore | take pleasure
in weaknesses: for when | am weak, then am | strong.” - 2 Corinthians 12:9-10

There is dmost no word that is © imperfedly understoodin the Christian life & the
word weakness Sin and shortcoming, sluggishness and dsobedience, are set to the
acourt of our weakness With this apped to weakness the true feding of guilt and
the sincere endeavour after progressare impossble. How, pray, can | be guilty, when |
do nd dowhat it is not in my power to dd? The Father can na demand d His child
what He can cetainly do independently. That, indeed, was dore by the law under the
Old Covenant; but that the Father, under the New Covenant, dces nat do. He requires
of us nathing more than what He has prepared for us power to doin His Holy Spirit.
The new life is a life in the power of Christ through the Spirit.

The aror of this mode of thinking is that people estimate their weakness na too
highly, bu too meanly. They would still do something by the exercise of all their
powers, and with the help of God. They know nat that they must be nothing before
God. (Romans 4:4-5; 11:6; 1 Corinthians 1:27-28) Y ou think that you have still alittle
strength, and that the Father must help you by adding something of His own power to
your feeble energy. Thisthought iswrong. Your wedknessappeas in the faa that you
can do nohing. It is better to spe& of utter inability - that is what the Scriptures
understand by the word ‘wedkness’ * Apart from me ye canr do ndhing.” ‘In usis no
power.” (2 Chronicles 16:9; 20:12; John 5:19; 15:5; 2 Corinthians 1:9)

Whenever the young Christian acknowledges and assents to this his we&ness then he
leans to uncerstand the seaet of the power of Jesus. He then sees that he is nat to
wait and pay to become stronger, to fed stronger. No: in hisinability, he isto have
the power of Jesus. By faith heisto recave it; heisto redcon that it is for him, and
that Jesus Himself will work in and by him. (John 155; 1 Corinthians 1:24; 15:10;
Ephesians 1:18-19; Colosgans 1:11) It then beawmes clea to hm what the Lord
means when He says, ‘My power is made perfed in your we&kness’ He knows to
return the answer, ‘When | am we&k, then am | - yeg then am | - strong.’ Yea the
wedker | am, the stronger | become. And he leans to sing with Paul, ‘I shall glory in
my weaknesss.’ ‘| take pleasure in wedknesses.” * We regjoice when we ae wek.’ (2
Corinthians 11:30; 12:9, 11; 13:4, 9)

It iswonderful how glorious that life of faith becomes for him who is content to have
nathing, or fed nothing, in himself, and aways to live on the power of his Lord. He
leansto understand what ajoyful thing it isto knav God as his grength. ‘The Lord is
my strength and song.” (Psalm 89:18; 11814; Jeremiah 122) He lives in what the
Psaims  dften express ‘I love Thee O Lord, my strength;” ‘I will sing of Thy
strength: unto Thee O my strength, will | sing praises.” (Psam 18:2; 28.7-8; 31.5;
43.2; 46:2; 59:17-18; 62:8; 81:2) He understands what is meant when a psalm says,
‘Give strength to the Lord: the Lord will give strength to His people;’ and when
another says, ‘ Give strength to God: the God d Israd, He giveth strength and powver
to His people’ (Psalm 29:1, 11, 68:35-36) When we give or ascribe dl the power to
God, then He gives it to us again.
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“l have written urto you, young men, becaise ye ae strong, and the word of God
abideth in you, and ye have overcome the Evil One.” The Christian is drong in his
Lord: (Psaim 71:16; 1 John 214) not sometimes drong and sometimes wegk, bu
aways wedk, and therefore dways drong. He has merely to knowv and wse his grength
trustfully. To be strong is a mwmmand, a behest that must be obeyed. On oledience
there comes more strength. ‘Be strong ... and He shall strengthen thine heat.’ In faith
the Christian must smply obey the mmmand, ‘Be strong in the Lord, andin the power
of His might.” (Psalm 27:14; 31:25; Isaiah 40:31; Ephesians 6:10)

The God of the Lord Jesus, the Father of glory give unto us the spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Jesus, that we may know what
is the exceeding greatness of His power to usward who believe. Amen.

1. So long as the Christian thinks of the service of God a of sanctificaion as
something that is hard and difficult, he will make no progressin it. He must see
that this very thing is for him impossible. Then he will cease still endeavouring to
do something; he will surrender himself that Christ may work all in hm. See
these thoughts st forth in detail in Profesor Hofmeyr’s book, Out of Darkness
into Light: a Course of Instruction on Conversion, the Surrender of Faith, and
Sanctification * (J.H. Rose, Cape Town), chapter third and foll owing of the third
part.

2. The mmplaint abou wedness is often nahing else than an apology for our
idleness Thereis power to be obtained in Christ for thase who will take the pains
to have it.

3. ‘Bestrongin the Lord andin the power of His might.” Mind that. | must abide in
the Lord and in the power of His might, then | become strong. To have His power
| must have Himself. The strength is His, and continues His, the wegness
continues mine. He, the Strong, works in me, the we&; |, the wegk, abide by faith
in Him, the Strong; so that I, in the self-same moment, know myself to be we&k
and strong.

4. Strength is for work. He who would be strong simply to be pious, will not be so.
He who in his weakness begins to work for the Lord, shall become strong.

* Professor N.J. Hofmeyr is snior professor of the Theologicd Coll ege of the Dutch Reformed Church,
Stellenbosch, Cape Colony. The volume referred to has been recently published in English urder the
title, The Blessed Life: How to Find and Live It (J. Nisbet & Co.), yide P. 185). - Translator
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XXI. THE LIFE OF FEELING

“We walk by faith, not by sight.” - 2 Corinthians 5:7
“Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” - John 20:29

“Said | not unto thee, that, if thduelievedst, thou shouldest see the glory of God?” - John 11:40

In conredion with your conversion there was no greaer hindrance in your way than
feding. You thought, perhaps for yeas, that you must experience something, must
fed and percave something in yourselves. It was to you as if it were too hezardous
thus smply, and withou some feding, to believe in the word, and be sure that God
had recaeved you, and that your sins were forgiven. But a last you have had to
adknowledge that the way of faith, withou feding, was the way of the word of God.
Andit has been to you the way of salvation. Through faith alone have you keen saved,
and your soul has found rest and peace. (John 3:36; Romans 3;28; 4.5, 16; 5:1)

In the further life of the Christian there is no temptation that is more persistent and
more dangerous than this same feding. The word ‘feding’ we do nd findin Scripture,
but what we cdl ‘feding’ the Scripture cdls ‘seang’. And it tells us withou easing
that not seang, bu believing, that believing right in oppaition to what we seg gives
savation. ‘Abraham, na being we& in faith, considered na his own bod/ . Faith
adheres smply to what God says. The unbelief that would seeshall not see the faith
that will not see but has enough in God, shall seethe glory of God. (2 Chronicles 7:2;
Psalm 27:13; Isaiah 7:9; Matthew 14:30-31; Luke 5:5) The man who seeks for feding,
and mourns abou it, shal not find it; the man who cares not for it shall have it
overflowing. ‘Whosoever would save his life shall lose it, and whosoever shall 1ose
his life for my sake shall findit.” Faith in the word becomes later on seded with true
feeling by the Holy Spirit. (John 12:25; Galatians 3:2, 14; Ephesians 1:13)

Child of God, lean to live by faith. Let it be fixed with you that faith is God s way to
ablessd life. When there is no feding of livelinessin prayer, when you fed cold and
dull in the inner chamber, live by faith. Let your faith look uponJesus as nea, upon
His power and faithfulness and, though you have nathing to bring to Him, believe
that He will give you all. Feding always £e&ks omething in itself; faith keeos itself
occupied with what Jesus is. (Romans 4:20-21; 2 Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 9:5-6;
James 3:16; 6:16) When you read the word, and have no feding of interest or
blesgng, rea it yet again in faith. The word will work and kring blessng; ‘the word
worketh in those that believe.” When you fed no love, believe in the love of Jesus,
and say in faith that He knows that you still | ove Him. When you have no feding of
gladness believe in the inexpressble joy that there is in Jesus for you. Faith is
blessedness and will give joy to those who are not concerned abou the self-
sufficiency that springs from joy, bu abou the glorificaion d God that springs from
faith. (Romans 15:13;, Galatians 2:20; 1 Peter 1.5, 7-8) Jesus will surely fulfil His
word: ‘Blessd are they that have nat seen, and yet have believed.” * Said | not unto
thee, that, if tholelievedst, thou shouldest see the glory of God?’

Betwixt the life of feding and the life of faith the Christian has to choase every day.
Happy is he who, orce for al, has made the firm choice and every morning renews
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the dhoice, na to seek or listen for feding, but only to walk by faith, acwrding to the
will of God. The faith that keeps itself occupied with the word, with what God hes
said, and, through the word, with God Himself and Jesus His Son, shall taste the
blessednessof alifein God above. Feding seeks and aims at itself; faith honous God,
and shall be honoued by Him. Faith pleases God, and shall recave from Him the
witness in the heart of the believer that he is acceptable to God.

Lord God, the one, the only, thing that Thou desirest of Thy children is that
they shoud trust Theg andthat they shoud aways hold converse with Thee
in that faith. Lord, let it be the one thing in which | seekmy happness to
honou andto please Theeby a faith that firmly holds Thee the Invisible, and
trusts Thee in all things. Amen.

1. Thereis indeal something marvellous in the new life. It is difficult to make it
clea to the young Christian. The Spirit of God teades him to understand it after
he perseveres in grace Jesus has laid the foundation d that life in the first word
of the Sermon onthe Mount: ‘Blessed are the poa in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven’; a feding of deg powrty and d roya riches, of utter
wedknessand d kingly might, exist together in the soul. To have nothing in itself,
to have dl in Christ - that is the seaet of faith. And the true seaet of faith is to
bring this into exercise, and, in hous of barrennessand emptiness still to know
that we have all in Christ.

2. Forget nat that the faith, o which God sword spegks $ much, stands not only in
oppasition to works, bu aso in oppaition to feding, and therefore that for a pure
life of faith you must cease to seek your salvation, nd only in works, bu aso in
faith. Therefore let faith always ged against feding. When feding says, ‘In
myself, | am sinful; | am dark; | am we&k; | am poar; | am sad;’ let faith say. ‘In
Christ,| am holy; I am light; | am strong; | am rich; | am joyful.’
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XXII. THEHOLY GHOST

“And because ye are sons, God sent forth the Spirit of His
Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” - Galatians 4.6

The gred gift of the Father, through whom He obtained salvation and krought it nea
to us, is the Son. On the other hand, the grea gift of the Son, whom He sends to us
from the Father, to apply to us an inner and effedua salvation, is the Holy Spirit.
(John 7.38; 14:16, 26 Acts 1:4; 2:33; 1 Corinthians 3:16) As the Son reveds and
glorifies the Father, so the Spirit reveds and glorifies the Son. (John 1526; 16:14-15;
1 Corinthians 2:8, 12 12:3) The Spirit is in us to transfer to us the life and the
savation that are prepared in Jesus, and to make them whally ours. (Job 1417, 21
Romans 8:2; Ephesians 3:17, 19 Jesus whoisin heaven is made present in us, dwells
in us, by the Spirit. We have seen that in order to beaome partaker of Jesus there ae
aways two things necessary: the knowledge of the sin that is in us, and d the
redemption that isin Him. It is the Holy Spirit who continually promotes this doulde
work in believers. He reproves and comforts, He anwvinces of sin and He glorifies
Christ. (John 16:9, 14)

The Spirit convinces of sin. He is the light and the fire of God, through whom sin is
unveiled and consumed. He is ‘the Spirit of judgment and d burning,” by whom God
purifies His people. (Isaiah 44; Zedariah 1210-11, Matthew 3:11-12) To the
anxious Ul who complains that he does not fed his sn deely enough, we must
often say that there is no limit asto hov deg his repentance must be. He must come
daily just as he is; the degoest conviction dten times comes after conversion. To the
young convert we have simply to say: let the Spirit whoisin you convince you always
of sin. Sin, which formerly you krew but by name, He will make you hete. Sin, which
you hed nd seen in the hidden depths of your heat, He will make you knav, and with
shame oonfess Sin, o which you fancied that it was not with you, and which you hed
judged severely in ahers, He will point out to you in yourself. (Psalm 1397, 23
Isaiah 1017; Matthew 7:5; Romans 14:4; 1 Corinthians 2:10; 14:24-25) And He will
tead you with repentance and self-condemnation to cast yourself upon grace &
entirely sinful, in order to be thereby redeemed and purified from it.

Beloved brother, the Holy Spirit isin you as the light and fire of God to unweil and to
consume sin. The temple of God is hay, and this temple you are. Let the Holy Spirit
in you have full mastery to pant out and expel sin. (Psaim 19:13; 13923; Micah 38;
1 Corinthians 3:17; 2 Corinthians 3:17; 5:16) After He makes you knowv sin, He will
at every turn make you know Jesus as your life and your sanctification.

And then shall the Spirit who rebukes also comfort. He will glorify Jesusin you, will
take what is in Jesus and make it known to you. He will give you knawledge
concerning the power of Jesus bloodto cleanse, (1 John 17; 5:6) and the power of
Jesus' indwelling to keep. (John 1421, 23 Ephesians 3:17; 1 John 324; 4:13) He will
make you see how literally, how completely, how certainly Jesus is with you every
moment, to do Himself al his own Jesus-work in you. Yea in the Holy Spirit, the
living, almighty, and ever-present Jesus shal be your portion; you shall also know
this, and have the full enjoyment of it. The Holy Spirit will tead youto bring al your
sin and sinfulnessto Jesus, and to knawv Jesus with His complete redemption from sin
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as your own. As the Spirit of sanctification, He will drive out sinin arder that He may
cause Jesus to dwell in you. (Romans 1:4; 5:5; 8:2, 13; 1 Peter 1:2)

Beloved yourng Christian, take time to understand and to become fill ed with the truth:
the Holy Spirit is in you. Review all the asaurances of God's word that this is .
(Romans 8:14, 16 1 Corinthians 6:19; 2 Corinthians 1:22; 6:16; Ephesians 1:13)
Pray, think na for a moment of living as a Christian withou the indwelling of the
Spirit. Take pains to have your heat fill ed with the faith that the Spirit dwellsin you,
and will do His mighty work, for through faith the Spirit comes and works (Galatians
3:2, 5, 15 5:5) Have agrea reverence for the work of the Spirit in you. See&k Him
every day to believe, to oley, to trust, and He will t ake and make known to you all that
there is in Jesus. He will make Jesus very glorious to you and in you.

O my Father, | thank Thee for this gift which Jesus sent me from Thee, the
Father. | thank Thee that | am now the temple of Thy Spirit, and that He
dwells in me. Lord, teach me to believe this with the whole heart, and to live
in the world as one who knows that the Spirit of God is in him to lead him.
Teach me to think with deep reverence and filial awe on this, that God isin
me. Lord, in that faith I have the power to be holy. Holy Spirit, reveal to me
all that sinisin me. Holy Spirit, reveal to me all that Jesusisin me. Amen.

1. The knowledge of the person and the work of the Holy Spirit is for us of just as
much importance as the knowledge of the person and the work of Christ.

2. Concerning the Holy Spirit, we must endeasour espedally to hdd fast the truth
that He is given asthefruit of the work of Jesus for us, that He is the power of the
life of Jesus in us, and that through Him, Jesus Himself, with His full salvation,
dwells in us.

3. In oder to enjoy al this, we must be filled with the Spirit. This smply means,
emptied of al else and full of Jesus. To deny ourselves, to take up the aoss to
follow Jesus. Or rather, thisis the way in which the Spirit leads us to His full ness
No ore has the power to enter fully into the deah o Jesus but he whois led by
the Spirit. But He takes him that desires this by the hand and brings him.

4. Asthewhde of salvation, the whale of the new lifeis by faith, so is this also true
of the gift and the working of the Holy Spirit. By faith, nd by works - nat in
feeling, do | receive Him, am | led by Him, am | filled with Him.

5. Asclea and dfinite e my faith isin the work that Jesus only and aone finished
for me, so clea and definite must faith be in the work that the Holy Spirit
acomplishes in me, to work in me the willi ng and the performing of all that is
necessary for my salvation.
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XXI1l. THE LEADING OF THE SPIRIT

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. The Spirit Himself
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are children of God.” - Romans 8:14, 16

It is the very same Spirit that leads us as children who also asaures us that we ae
children. Withou His lealing there can be no asaurance of our filiation. True full
aswrance of faith is enjoyed by him who surrenders himself entirely to the leading of
the Spirit.

In what does this leading consist? Chiefly in this, that our whole hidden inner lifeis
guided by Him to what it ought to be. This we must firmly believe. Our growth and
increase, our development and progress is not our work but His: we ae to trust Him
for this. As atreeor animal grows and kecomes large by the spirit of life which God
has given to it, so also daes the Christian by the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. (Hosea
14:6-7; Matthew 6:28; Mark 4:26, 28 Luke 2:40; Romans 8:2) We have to cherish the
joyful assurancethat the Spirit whom the Father gives to us does with divine wisdom
and power guide our hidden life, and bring it where God will have it.

Then there ae dso speda diredions of this leading. ‘He will | ead you into al the
truth; When we rea the word of God, we ae to wait upon Him, to make us
experience the truth, the esential power of what God says. He makes the word living
and poverful. He leads us into a life @rrespondng to the word. (John 663, 1426;
16:13; 1 Corinthians 2:10, 14; 1 Thessalonians 2:13)

When you pray, you can redkon uponHis leading: ‘ The Spirit helpeth our infirmities.’
He leads us to what we must desire. He leals us into the way in which we aeto pray,
trustfully, persistently, mightily. (Zech 12:10; Romans 8:26-27; Jude 12, 20)

In the way of sanctificaion it is He that will lead: He leals us in the path of
righteousness He leads usinto al the will of God. (1 Corinthians 6:19,2Q 1 Peter 1:2,
15)

In ou spe&ing and working for the Lord, He will | ead. Every child has the Spirit:
every child has need of Him to know and to dothe work of the Father. Withou Him
no child can pease or serve the Father. The leading of the Spirit is the blessed
privilege, the sure token, the only power of a dild of God. (Matthew 10:20; Acts 1.8;
Romans 8:9, 13; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 1:13)

And hav then can you fully enjoy this leading? The first thing that is necessary for
this is faith. You must take time, young Christian, to have your heat fill ed with the
deg and living consciousness that the Spirit is in you. Read al the glorious
dedarations of your Father in His word concerning what the Spirit is in you and for
you, unil the @wnwvction whaly fill s you that you are redly a temple of the Spirit.
Ignorance or unbelief on this point makes it impossble for the Spirit to spe&k in you
and to lead you. Cherish an ever-abiding asaurance that the Spirit of God dwvells in
you. (Acts 19:2; Romans 5:5; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 2 Corinthians 5:5; Galatians 3:5, 14)
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Then the secondthing that is necessary is this: you are to hold yourself till, to attend
to the voice of the Spirit. Asthe Lord Jesus ads, so dces the Spirit. Asthe Lord Jesus
ads, so dees aso the Spirit: ‘He shal naot cry nor lift up His voice’ He whispers
gently and quetly: only the soul that sets itself very silently towards God can percave
His voice and guidance When we becmme to a needless extent engrossed with the
world, with its business its cares, its enjoyments, its literature, its padliti cs, the Spirit
can nd lead us. When ou service of God is a bustling and working in ou own
wisdom and strength, the Spirit can na be head in us. It is the we&, the smple, who
are willi ng to have themselves taught in humility, that receve the leading of the Spirit.
Sit down every morning, sit down dften in the day, to say: Lord Jesus, | know nathing,
I will be silent: let the Spirit lead me. (1 Chronicles 19:12; Psam 62; 2, 6 1312,
Isaiah 43:2; Habakkuk 2:20; Zech. 4:6; Acts 1:4)

And then: be obedient. Listen to the inner voice and dowhat it says to you. Fill your
heat every day with the word, and when the Spirit puts you in mind o what the word
says, betake yourself to the doing of it. So you become capable of further teading: it
is to the obedient that the full blessng of the Spirit is promised. (John 1415-16; Acts
5:32)

Yourg Christian, know that you are atemple of the Spirit, and that it is only through
the daily leading of the Spirit that you can walk as a dild of God, with the witness
that you are pleasing the Father.

Precious Saviour, imprint this lesson deeply on my mind. The Holy Spiritisin
me. His leading is every day and everywhere indispensable for me. | can not
hear His voice in the word when | do not wait silently upon Him. Lord, let a
holy circumspectness keep watch over me, that | may always walk as a pupil
of the Spirit. Amen.

1. It is often asked: How do | know that | shal continue standing, that | shal be
kept, that | shall increase? The question dshonous the Holy Spirit - is the token
that you do nd know Him or do nd trust Him. The question indicates that you are
seeking the seaet of strength for perseverance in yourself, and nd in the Holy
Spirit, your heavenly Guide.

2. As God sessto it, that every moment there is air for me to breahe, so shall the
Holy Spirit unceaingly maintain life in the hidden depths of my soul. He will nat
break off his own work.

3. From the time that we recave the Holy Spirit, we have nothing to do bu to
honou his work: to kegp ou hands off from it, and to trust Him, and to let Him
work.

4. The beginning and the end d the work of the Spirit is to reved Jesus to me, and
to cause me to abide in Him. As onas | would fain look after the work of the
Spirit in me, | hinder Him: He can na work when | am not willi ng to look upon
Jesus.

5. The voice of the Father, the voice of the good Shepherd, the voice of the Holy
Spirit is very gentle. We must lean to become ded to ather voices, to the world
and its news of friends and their thoughts, to ou own Ego and its desires. then
shall we distinguish the voice of the Spirit. Let us often set ourselves slent in
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prayer, entirely silent, to offer up our will and our thoughts, and, with our eye
upon Jesus, to keep ear and heart open for the voice of the Spirit.
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XXIV.GRIEVING THE SPIRIT

“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were
sealed unto the day of redemption.” - Ephesians 4:30

It is by the Holy Spirit that the diild of God is sded: separated and stamped and
marked as the possesson d God. This sding is not adeal o externa adion that is
finished orcefor al. It isaliving process which has power in the soul, and gives firm
aswrance of faith, oy when it is experienced through the life of the Spirit in us. On
this acount we ae to take grea care not to grieve the Spirit: in Him aone ca you
have erery day the joyful certitude and the full blessng of your child-ship. * It is the
very same Spirit that leads us who witnesses with ou spirit that we ae dildren of
God. And hav can any one grieve the Spirit? Abowve dl by yielding to sin. He is the
Holy Spirit, given to sanctify us, and, for every sin from which the blood cleanses us,
to fill us with the haly life of God, with God. Sin grieves Him. (Isaiah 5310; Acts
7:51; Hebrews 10:29) For this reason the word of God presently states by name the
sins against which abowve dl we aeto be on ou guard. Mark only the four grea sins
that Paul mentions in connection with our text.

There is first lying. There is no single sin that in the Bible is 9 brought into
conredionwith the devil aslying. Lying isfrom hell, andit goesonto hell. Godisthe
God d truth. And the Holy Spirit can na possbly carry forward His blessed working
in aman o woman that lies, that is insincere, that does injury to the truth. Young
Christian, review with care what the word of God says abou lying and liars, and pray
God that you may never speak anything but the literal truth. Grieve not the Holy Spirit
of God. (Psalm 5:7; Proverbs 12:22; 21:28; John 8:44; Revelation 21:8, 27; 22:15)

Then there is anger. ‘Let al bitterness and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil -
spe&king, be put away from you. Hastiness proneness to anger, sin of temper is,
along with lying, the most common sin by which the Christian is kept badk from
increasse in grace (Matthew 5:22, 2627, 1 Corinthians 1:10-11; 3:3; 131, 3
Galatians 5:5; 1521, 26 Colosdans 3:8, 12 1 Thessalonians 5:15; James 3:14)
Christian, let al passonatenessby put away from you: this follows on the command
nat to grieve the Spirit. Believe that the Holy Spirit, the grea power of God, isin you.
Surrender yourself every day to His indwelling, in faith that Jesus can keep you by
Him: He will make and kee you gentle. Yeg believe, | pray you, in the power of
God, and d Jesus and d the Holy Spirit to overcome temper. (Matthew 11:29; 1
Corinthians 6:19-20; Galatians 6:1; Ephesians 2:16-17; Colosdans 1:8; 2 Timothy
1:12) Confessthe sin: God shall cleanse you from it. Grieve not the Holy Spirit of
God.

Then there is stealing: al sin against the property or possesson d my neighbou: all
deceotion and dshoresty in trade, whereby | do wrong to my neighbou, and seek my
own advantage & his cost. The law of Christ is love whereby | seek the advantage of
my neighbou as well as my own. O the love of money and poperty, which is
inseparable from self-seeking - it is incompatible with the leading of the Holy Spirit.
The Christian must be aman who is known as horest to the badk-bonre, righteous, and
loving his neighbour as himself. (Luke 6:31; Romans 13:10; 1 Thessalonians 4:6)
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Then says the goostle: ‘no corrupt speech - but such asis goodfor edifying as the cae
may be.” Even the tongue of God's child belongs to his Lord. He must be known by
his mode of speed. By his ge&ing, he can grieve or please the Spirit. The sanctified
tongue is a blesang nat only to his neighbous but to the spesker himself. Foul talk,
idle words, fodlish jests - they grieve the Holy Spirit. They make it impossble for the
Spirit to sanctify and to comfort and to fill the heat with the love of God. (Proverbs
10:19-21, 31; 18:20; Ecclesiastes 5:1-2; Matthew 12:36; Ephesians 5:4; James 3:9-10)

Yourg Christian, | pray you, grieve nat the Holy Spirit of God by these or other sins.
If you have committed such sins, confessthem, and God will cleanse you from them.
By the Holy Spirit you are seded if you would walk in the stability and joy of faith,
listen to the word: ‘Grieve not the Holy Sprit of God.’

Lord God, my Father in heaven, do, | pray thee, cause me to understand what
marvellous grace Thou art manifesting to me, in that Thou hast given to me
Thy Holy Spirit in my heart. Lord, let this faith by the argument and the
power for cleansing me from every sin. Holy Jesus, sanctify me, that in my
thinking, speaking, acting - in all things, Thine image may appear. Amen.

1. The thought of the Christian abou this word, ‘Grieve not the Holy Spirit’ is a
touchstone as to whether he understands the life of faith.
 For someitisaword o terror and fea. A father once brought a dild to the

train to go on a journey with the new governess with whom she was to
remain. Before her departure he said: ‘I hea that she is very sensitive and
takes things much amiss take cae that you do naehing to grieve her.” The
poa child had no peasant journey: it appeaed to her very grievous to bein
anxious fear of one who was so prone to take anything wrong amiss.

e Thisis the view of the Holy Spirit which many have: a Being whom it is
difficult to satisfy, who thinks littl e of our we&ness and who, even though
we take pains, is discontented when our work is not perfect.

2. Ancther father aso brought his daughter to the train to go onajourney, andto be
atime from home: but in company with her mother, whom she loved very dealy.
‘You are to be agood child, said the father, ‘and doeverything to please your
mamma; otherwise you shall grieve her and me.” * Oh, certainly, papal’ was the
joyful answer of the dild. For she felt so happy to be with her mother, and was
willing to do her utmost to be agreeable to her.

e There ae dildren of Godto whom the Holy Spirit is $ well known in His
tender, helpful love, and the Comforter and the Good Spirit, that the word,
‘Grieve nat the spirit of God' has for them a gentle, encouraging power. May
our fear to grieve Him always be the tender childlike fear of trustful love.

* Kindschap - a word coined by the writer to expressthe relation of a dild. Our childhood expresses
rather the state or stage of child-life. - Translator
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XXV.FLESH AND SPIRIT

“And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as
unto carnal, as unto babes in Christ.” - 1 Corinthians 3:1

“l am carnal, sold under sin: to will is present with me, but to do that which is good is not. The law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of death. Ye are not in the
flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you.” - Romans 7:14, 18; 8:2, 9

“Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now perfected in the flesh? If ye are led by the Spirit, ye are not
under the law. If we live by the Spirit, by the Spirit let us also walk.” - Galatians 3:3; 5:18, 25

It is of grea importance for the young Christian to understand that there ae in him
two natures, which strive aggainst one another. (Galatians 5:17, 2425; 6:8; Ephesians
4:22, 24 Colosgans 3:9-10; 1 Peter 4:2) If we weigh the texts noted above, we shall
see that the word of God teaches us the following truths on this point.

Sin comes from the flesh: the reason why the Christian still does sn is that he yields
to the flesh and daes not walk by the Spirit. Every Christian has the Spirit and lives by
the Spirit, but every Christian dces not walk by the Spirit. If he walks by the Spirit, he
will nat fulfil the desires of the flesh. (Romans 8:7; 1 Corinthians 3:1, 3 Galatians
5:16, 25)

So long as there ae still i n the Christian strife and envy, the word of God cdls him
canal. He would indeed dogood, bu he can nd: he does what he would na, becaise
he still strivesin his own strength and nd in the power of the Spirit. (Romans 7:18; 1
Corinthians 3:3; Galatians 5:15, 26)

The flesh remains under the law, and seeks to obey the law. But through the flesh the
law is powerless and the endearour to dogoodis vain. Its language is: ‘| am carnd,
sold uncer sin: to will is present with me, bu to do that which is good is nat.’
(Romans 6:14-15; 7:4, 6; 8:3, 8; Galatians 5:18; 6:12-13; Hebrews 7:18; 8:9, 13)

Thisis not the condtion in which God would have his child remain. The word says.
‘It is God that worketh in you, bdh to will and to work.” * The Christian must not
only live by the Spirit, but aso wak by the Spirit. He must be aspiritual man, and
abide entirely under the leading of the Spirit. (Romans 8:14; 1 Corinthians 2:15; 3:1;
Galatians 6:1) If he thus walks, he will no longer do what he would na. He will no
longer remain in the mndtion d Romans 7, as a new-born babe, still seeking to fulfil
the law, bu in Romans 8, a one who through the Spirit is made freefrom the law with
its commandment, ‘do this,” which gives no paver, bu brings deah, and who walks,
not in the oldness of the letter, but in the newness of the Spirit. (Romans 7:6; 8:2, 13)

There ae Christians that begin with the Spirit, bu end with the flesh. They are
converted, ban again through the Spirit, bu fall unconscioudly into a life in which
they endearour to overcome sin and ke hay through their own exertion, through
doing their best. They ask God to help them in these their endeavours, and think that
this is faith. They do nd understand what it is to say: ‘In me, that is, in my flesh,
dwelleth no good thing,” and that therefore they are to ceae from their own
endeavours, in order to do God' s will, whaly and ony through the Spirit. (Romans
7:18; Galatians 3:3; 4:9; 5:4, 7)
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Child of God, pay, lean what it is to say of yoursalf, just as you are, even after the
new birth: ‘1 am carnal, sold under sin.” Endeavour no longer to be doing your best,
and to be praying to God, and to be trusting Him to help you. No: lean to say: ‘The
law of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus made me freefrom the law of sin and o deah.
Let your work every day be to have the Spirit work in you, to walk by the Spirit, and
you shall be redeamed from the life of complaining, ‘the goodthat | would | do nd;’
into a life of faith, in which it is God that worketh in you both to will and to do.

Lord God, teach me to acknowledge with all my heart that in me, that is, in
my flesh, dwelleth nothing good. Teach me also to cease from every thought,
as if | could with my own endeavours serve or please Thee. Teach me to
understand that the Spirit is the Comforter, who frees me from all anxiety and
fear about my own powerlessness, in order that He may work the strength of
Christ in me. Amen.

In order to understand the conflict betwixt flesh and Spirit, we must espedally
se&k to have a tea insight into the wnredion ketween Romans 7 and 8. In
Romans 7:6 Paul had spoken of the twofold way of serving God, the one in the
oldnessof the letter, the other in the newnessof the Spirit. In Romans 7:14-16 he
describes the first, in Romans 8:1-16 the seaond. This appeas clealy when we
observe that in chapter 7 he mentions the Spirit but once the law more than
twenty times; in Romans 8:1-16, the Spirit sixteen times. In Romans 7 we seethe
regenerate soul, just as he is in himself with his new nature, desirous, bu
powerless to fulfil the law, mourning as one who ‘is cagptive under the law of
sin.’ In Romans 8 we hea him say, ‘the law of the Spirit of life in Christ made me
freefrom the law of sin” Romans 7 describes the erer-abiding condtion d the
Christian, contemplated as renewed, bu not experiencing by faith the power of
the Holy Spirit: Romans 8 his life in the freedom which the Spirit of God redly
gives from the power of sin.

It is of very grea importance to understand that the conflict between grace ad
works, between faith and ore's own pawer, between the Holy Spirit and
confidence in ouselves and the flesh, always continues to go on, na only in
conredion with conversion and the recetion d the righteousness of God, bu
even further, into a walk in this righteousness On this acourt the Christian has
to watch very carefull y against the deeo inclination d his heat still to work in his
own behalf, when he sees in himself anything wrong or when he would foll ow
after haliness instead of always and orly trusting in Jesus Christ, and so serving
God in the Spirit.

In order to make dea the oppasition between the two methods of serving God,
let me alduce ®nseautively in their entirety the passages in which they are
expresed with speaal distinctness Compare them with cae. Pray God for the
Spirit in order to make you undrstand them. Take deeoly to heat the lessonasto
how you are to serve God well, and how not.

e The circumcision of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter. (Romans 2:29)

e To him that worketh na but believeth, hisfaith isred<oned for righteousness
(Romans 4:5)
e Ye are not under the law but under grace. (Romans 6:14)
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We have been dscharged from the law, so that we serve in newness of the
Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter. (Romans 7:6)

«  Weknow that the law is siritual, bu | am carnal, sold under sin. (Romans
7:14)

e The ordinance of the law is fulfilled in us, who walk nat after the flesh bu
after the Spirit. (Romans 8:4)

* Yerecaved na the Spirit of bondage again to fea, bu ye receved the Spirit
of adoption. (Romans 8:15)

e The righteousness which is of the law is: ‘The man that doeth these things
shall li ve by them? But the righteousnesswhich is of faith saith thus, Say not
in thine heat, Who shall ascend? Who shall descend? But what saith it? The
word is nigh thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart. (Romans 5:5-8)

e Ifitis by grace, it is no more of works. (Romans 11:6)

e | could na spe&k unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, as unto babes
in Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:7)

« llive; and yet no longer I, but Christ liveth in me. (Galatians 2:20)

e Therighteous $dll li ve by faith; yet the law is not of faith: but the man that
doeth these things shall live by them. (Galatians 3:11-12)

e If the inheritance is of the law, it is no more of promise. (Galatians 3:19)

e Sothat thou art no longer a bondservant, but a son. (Galatians 4:7)

*  Wherefore, brethren, we ae not children of a handmaid, bu of the free
woman. (Galatians 4:31)

« Walk by the Spirit and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. (Galatians 5:16)

e If ye are led by the Spirit, ye are not under the law. (Galatians 5:18)

«  Who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus, and have no
confidence in the flesh. (Philippians 3:3)

e Ancther priest, who hath been made not after the law of a cana
commandment, but after the power of an endless life. (Hebrews 8:16)

4. Beloved Christian, you have recaved the Holy Spirit from the Lord Jesus to
reved Him and His life in you, and to mortify the working of the body of sin.

Pray much to be fill ed with the Spirit. Live in the joyful faith that the Spirit isin

you, as your Comforter and Teader, and that through Him all will come right.

Lean by heat thistext, and let it live in your heat and onyour lips: ‘We ae the

circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus, and

have no confidence in the flesh.’

* The Dutch version has - ‘and to accomplish.’ - Translator
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XXVI.THELIFE OF FAITH

“The righteous shall live by his faith.” - Habakkuk 2:4

“We have been discharged from the law, so that we serve in newness
of the Spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.” - Romans 7:6

“I live; and yet no longer I, but Christ liveth in me: and that life which
I now live in the flesh | live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave Himself up for me.” - Galatians 2:20

The word from Habakkuk is thrice quaed in the New Testament as the Divine
representation o salvation in Christ by faith alone. (Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11;
Hebrews 10:38) But that word is oftentimes very imperfedly understood, as if it ran:
Man shall on hs conversion ke justified by faith. The word includes this, bu signifies
much more. It says that the righteous $all live by faith: the whale life of the righteous,
from moment to moment, shall be by faith. (Romans 5:17, 2% 6:11; 8:2; Galatians
2:20; 1 John 5:11-12)

We dl know how sharp is the oppasition which God in His word presents betwixt the
gracethat comes by faith and the law that works - demands. Thisis generally admitted
with referenceto justification. But that distinction hdds just as much of the whdelife
of sanctificaion. The righteous sl li ve by faith aone, that is, shall have power to
live acording to the will of God. As at his conversion he found it necessary to
understand that there was nothing goodin him, and that he must recave grace & one
that was powerlessand godless so must he & a believer just as clealy understand that
in him there is nothing good, and that he must recave his power for good every
moment from above. (Romans 7:18; 8:2, 13 Hebrews 11:38) And hs work must
therefore be every morning and every hou to look upand believe and recave his
power from abowve, ou of hisLord in heaven. | am not to dowhat | can, and hopin
the Lord to supdy strength. No: as one who hes been dead, who is literally able for
nathing in himself, and whose life is in his Lord abowve, | am to redkon by faith on
Him who will work in me mightily (Romans 4:17; 2 Corinthians 1:9; Colossans 1:20;
2:3)

Happy the Christian who uncerstands that his greaest danger every day is again to fall

under the law, and to be fain to serve God in the flesh with his own strength. Happy
when he discerns that heis not under the law which just demands and yet is powerless
through the flesh, bu is under gracewhere we have simply to receve what has been
given. Happy when he fully appropriates for himself the promise of the Spirit who
transfers al that isin Christ to him. Yeg happy when he understands what it isto live
by faith, and to serve, na in the oldnessof the letter, but in the newnessof the Spirit.

(Romans 7:4, 6; 12:5-6; Galatians 5:18; Philippians 3:3)

Let us make our own the words of Paul: they present to usthe true life of faith: ‘1 have
been crucified with Christ; yet | live” My flesh, nd only my sin, bu my flesh, al that
is of myself, my own living and willi ng my own power and working, have | given up
to deah. I Live nolonger - of myself, | can na. | will nat live, or do anything. (John
15:4-5; 1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 12:10) Christ lives in me: He Himself, by
His Spirit, is my power, and teadies and strengthens me to live a | ought to do.And
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that life which | now live in the flesh, | live by faith in Him: my grea work is to
reckon upon Him to work in Him, as well the willing as the accomplishment.

Young Christian, let this life of faith be your faith.

O my Lord Jesus, Thou art my life: yea, my life. Thou livest in me, and art
willing to take my whole life at Thine own charges. And my whole life may
daily be a joyful trust and experience that Thou art working all in me.
Precious Lord, to that life of faith will | surrender myself. Yea, to Thee |
surrender myself, to teach me and to reveal Thyself fully in me. Amen.

1. Do you dscern the aror of the expresson - if the Lord helps me - the Lord must
help me? In natural things we spe&k thus, for we have a cetain measure of power,
and the Lord will i ncrease it. But the New Testament never uses the expresson
‘help’ of the graceof God in the soul. We have asolutely no paver - God is not
to help us, becaise we ae wed&k: no,Heisto give His life and His power in us as
entirely impotent. He that discerns this aright will learn to live by faith alone.

2. ‘Withou faith it isimpaossbleto peae God; ‘All that is not of faith is sn.” Such
works of the Spirit of God teat us how redly every deed and dsposition d our
life is to be full of faith.

3. Henceour first work every day is anew to exercise faith in Jesus as our life; to
believe that He dwellsin us, and will do all for us and in us. This faith must be
the mood d our soul the whaole day. This faith can na be maintained except in
the fellowship and nearness of Jesus Himself.

4. Thisfath hasits power in the mutual surrender of Jesus and the believer to eath
other. Jesus first gives Himself whally for us. The believer gives himself whally
in order to be taken into passesson and guided by Jesus. Then the soul can na
even doubt if He will do all for it.
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XXVII. THE MIGHT OF SATAN

“ Simon,Simon, behold, Satan asked to have you, that he might sift you as wheat:
but | made supplication for thee, that thy faith fail not.” - Luke 22:31-32

There is nothing that makes an enemy so dangerous as the fad that he remains hidden
or forgotten. Of the threegrea enemies of the Christian, the world, the flesh, and the
devil, the last is the most dangerous, na only becaise it is he that, strictly spe&ing,
lends to the others what power they have, bu also becaise he is not seen, and,
therefore, little known o feaed. The devil has the power of darkness he darkens the
eyes, so that men do na know him. He surrounds himself with darkness so that heis
not observed. Y eg he has even the power to appea as an angel of light. (Matthew 4.6;
2 Corinthians 4:4; 11:14) It is by the faith that reaognises things unseen that the
Christian is to endeavour to know Satan, even as the Scripture has revealed him.

When the Lord Jesus was living uponeath, His gread work was to overcome Satan.
When at His baptism He was fill ed with the Spirit, this fullness of the Spirit brought
him into contad with Satan as head of the world o evil spirits, to combat him and to
overcome him. (Matthew 4:1,10 After that time the eyes of the Lord were dways
open to the power and working of Satan. In all sin and misery He saw the revelation d
the mighty kingdom of the very same superior, the evil one. Not only in the
demoniacs, bu aso in the sick, He saw the enemy of God and man. (Matthew 12:28;
Mark 4:15; Luke 13:16; Acts 10:38) In the alvice of Peter to avoid the aoss and in
his denial of his Lord, where we shoud think of the revelation d the natural charader
of Peter, Jesus saw the work of Satan. (Matthew 26:23; Luke 22:31-32) In His own
suffering, where we rather spe& of the sin o man and the permisson d God, Jesus
percaves the power of darkness Hiswhoework in living and in dying wasto destroy
the works of Satan, as He shall also at His scond coming utterly bruise Satan himself.
(Luke 10:18; 22:3, 53 John 1231; 14:30; 16:11; Romans 16:20; Colossans 2:15; 2
Thessalonians 2:8-9; 1 John 3:8)

His word to Peter, compared with the personal experience of the Lord, gives us a
feaful insight into the work of the enemy. ‘Satan hath eagerly desired you, says
Jesus. ‘As aroaring lion, he walketh abou, seeking whom he may devour,” says Peter
himself later on. (1 Corinthians 7:5; 2 Corinthians 2:10; 1 Peter 5:8) He has no
unlimited power, bu he is always eager to make use of every wea or unguarded
moment. ‘ That he might sift you as whea:” what a picture! This world, yea even the
Church of Chrigt, isthe threshing-floor of Satan. The @rn belongsto God; the dhaff is
his own. He sifts and sifts continually, and all that fals through with the daff he
endeavours to take for himself. And many a Christian is there who daesfall through in
a terrible fashion, and who, were it not for the intercesson d his Lord, would perish
for ever. (1 Corinthians 5:5; 1 Timothy 1:20)

Satan has more than ore sieve. The first is generaly wordly-mindedness- the love of
the world. Many aoneis pious in his time of poverty, bu when he becomes rich, he
again egerly strives to win the world. Or in the time of conversion and awakening he
appeas very zedous, bu through the cae of the world heisled astray. (Matthew 4.9;
8:22; 1 Timothy 6:9-10; 2 Timothy 4:10)
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A second sieve is self-love and self-seeking. Whenever any one does not give himself
undividedly to serve his Lord and his neighbour, and to love his neighbour in the
Lord, it soon appears that the principal token of adisciple islacking in him. It will be
manifest that many a one, with a fair profession of being devoted to the service of
God, fails utterly on this point, and must be reckoned with the chaff. Lovelessness is
the sure token of the power of Satan. (John 8:44; 1 John 3:10, 15; 4:20)

Yet another sieve, a very dangerous one, is self-confidence. Under the name of
following the Spirit, one may listen to the thoughts of his own heart. He is zealous for
the Lord, but with a carnal zeal, in which the gentleness of the Lamb of God is not
seen. Without being observed, the movements of the flesh mingle with the workings
of the Spirit, and while he boasts that he is overcoming Satan, he is being secretly
ensnared by him. (Galatians 3:3; 5:13)

O itisaserious life here upon the earth, where God gives permission for Satan to set
his threshing floor even in the Church. Happy are they who with deep humility, with
fear and trembling, distrust themselves. Our only security is in the intercession and
guidance of Him who overcame Satan. (Ephesians 6:10, 12, 16) Far be from us the
idea that we know all the depths of Satan, and are a match for al his cunning
stratagems. It is in the region of the spirit, in the invisible, that he works and has
power, as well asin the visible. Let us fear lest, while we have known and overcome
him in the visible, he should prevail over us in the spiritual. May our only security be
the conviction of our frailty and weakness, our confidence in Him who certainly keeps
the lowly in heart.

Lord Jesus, open our eyes to know our enemy and his wiles. Cause us to see
him and his realm, that we may dread all that is of him. And open our eyesto
see how Thou hast overcome him, and how in Thee we are invincible. O teach
uswhat it is to be in Thee, to mortify all that is of the mere Ego and the will
of the flesh, and to be strong in weakness and lowliness. And teach us to
bring into prayer the conflict of faith against every stronghold of Satan,
because we know that Thou wilt bruise him under our feet. Amen.

1. What comfort does the knowledge of the existence of Satan give us? We know
then that sin is derived from a foreign power which has thrust itself into our
nature, and does not naturally belong to us. We know besides that he has been
entirely vanguished by the Lord Jesus, and thus has no power over us so long as
we abide trustfully in Christ.

2. The whole of this world, with al that isin it, is under the domination of Satan:
therefore there is nothing, even what appears good and fair, that may not be
dangerous for us. In al things, even in what is lawful and right, we must be led
and sanctified by the Spirit, if we would continue liberated from the power of
Satan.

3. Satan is an evil spirit: only by the good Spirit, the Spirit of God, can we offer
resistance to him. He works in the invisible: in order to combat him, we have, by
prayer, to enter into the invisible. He is a mighty prince: only in the name of One
who is mightier and in fellowship with Him can we overcome.

4. What aglorious work is labour for souls, for the lost, for drunkards, for heathen; a
conflict to rescue them from the might of Satan. (Acts. 26:18)
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5. In the Revelation the victory over Satan is ascribed to the blood of the Lamb.
(Revelation 12:11) Christians have aso testified that there is no power in
temptation, because Satan readily retreats when one appeals to the blood, by
which one knows that sin has been entirely expiated, and we are thus also wholly

freed from his power.
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XXVIII. THE CONFLICT OF THE CHRISTIAN

“Strive to enter in by the narrow door.” - Luke 13:24

“Fight the good fight of the faith.” - 1 Timothy 6:12

“I have fought the good fight, | have finished the course, | have kept the faith.” - 2 Timothy 4:7

These texts ek of a twofold conflict. The first is addressed to the unconverted:
‘Strive to enter in by the narrow doar.” Entrance by a doar is the work of a moment:
the sinner is nat to strive to enter during his whale lifetime: he is to strive and doit
immediately. He is nat to suffer anything to hdd him badk; he must enter in. (Genesis
19:22; John 10:9; 2 Corinthians 6:2; Hebrews 4:6-7)

Then comes the second, the life-long conflict: by the narrow doa | come upon the
new way. On the new way there ae still aways enemies. Of this life-long conflict
Paul says: ‘I have fought the good fight, | have finished the murse, | have kept the
faith. With resped to the a@ntinuows corflict, he gives the dharge: ‘Fight the good
fight of faith.’

There is much misunderstanding abou this twofold conflict. Many strive dl their life
against the Lord and His simmons, and, kecause they are nat at rest, bu fed an inner
conflict, they think that this is the conflict of a Christian. Asauredly nat: this is the
struggle against God d one who is nat willi ng to abandon everything and surrender
himself to the Lord. (Acts 5:39; 1 Corinthians 10:22) This is not the @nflict that the
Lord would have. What He says is that the aonflict is concerned with entering in: but
not a conflict for long yeas. No: He desires that you shoud breg through the enemies
that would hold you back, and immediately enter in.

Then foll ows the second conflict, which endures for life. Paul twice cdl s this the fight
of faith. The dief charaderistic of it is faith. He who undrstands well that the
principal element in the battle is to believe, and ads acwrdingly, daces certainly cary
off the palm: just as in ancther passage Paul says to the Christian combatant: ‘Withal
taking up the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be &leto quench all the fiery darts of
the evil one.” (Ephesians 6:16; 1 John 3:4-5)

And what then daes it mean, this ‘fight of faith’? That, while | strive, | am to believe
that the Lord will help me? No: it is not so, although it often is so understood.

In a conflict it is of supreme importance that | shoud be in a stronghdd or fortress
which can na be taken. With such astronghold awe&k garrison can dffer resistanceto
a powerful enemy. Our conflict as Christians is now no longer concerned with going
into the fortress No: we have gonein, and are now in; and so long aswe remain in it,
we aeinvincible. The stronghald, this gable fort, is Christ. (Psalm 18:3; 46:2; 62:2-3,
6-8; 144 2; Ephesians 6:10) By faith we ae in Him: by faith we know that the enemy
can make no progressagainst our fortress The wiles of Satan al go forth onthe line
of enticing us out of our fortress of engaging us in conflict with him on the open
plain. There he dways overcomes. But if we only strive in faith, abiding in Christ by
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faith, then we overcome, becaise Satan then has to ded with Him, and becaise He
then fights and owrcomes. (Exodus 14:14; Joshua 5:14; 2 Chronicles 23:15; John
26:33, Romans 8:37;, 2 Corinthians 2:14) ‘This is the victory that hath overcome the
world, even ou faith.” Our first and gredaest work is thus to believe. As Paul said
before he mentions the warlike equipment of the Christian: ‘From henceforth be
strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might.’

The reason why the victory is only by faith, and why the fight of faith is the good
fight, is this: it is the Lord Jesus who puchased the victory, and who therefore done
gives power and daminion ower the enemy. If we ae, and abide, in Him, and surrender
ourselves to live in Him, and by faith appropriate what He is, then the victory is in
itself our own. We then understand: ‘ The battle is not yours, bu God's. The Lord your
God shal fight for you, and ye shall be still.” Just as we in oppaition to God can
achieve nathing good d ourselves, but in Christ please Him, so dsoisit in oppaition
to Satan: in ouselves we adhieve nathing, bu in Christ we ae more than conquerors.
By faith we stand in Him righteous before God, and just so in Him are we strong
against our enemies. (Psalm 44:4,9; Isaiah 45:24)

In this light we can read and take home to ouselves al the node passages in the Old
Testament, espedally in the Psalms, where the glorious conflict of God in behalf of
his people is poken of. Fea, or spiritlessess or uncertainty, makes wegk, and can
nat overcome: faith in the living God is equal to everything. (Deuteronamy 20:3, 8§
Joshua 6:20; Judges 7:3; Psalm 18:32-40; Hebrews 11:23) In Christ this truth is now
still more red. God has come nea. His power works in us who telieve; it isredly He
that fights for us.

O Lord Jesus, who art the Prince of the army of the Lord, the Hero, the
Victor, teach me to be strong in Thee my stronghold, and in the power of Thy
might. Teach me to understand what the good fight of faith is, and how the
one thing that | have need of is, always to look to Thee, to Thee, the supreme
Guide of faith. And, consequently, in me, too, let this be the victory that
overcometh the world, namely, my faith. Amen.

1. The onflict of faith is no civil war, in which ore haf of the kingdom is divided
against the other. This would be insurredion. This is the one conflict that many
Christians know: the unrest of the @nscience, and the powerless wrestling of a
will which consents to that which is good, bu does nat perform it. The Christian
has nat to overcome himself. This his Lord daes when he surrenders himself.
Then heis free ad strong to combat and owvercome the enemies of his Lord and
of the kingdom. No soorer, however, are we willi ng that God shoud have His
way with us than we ae foundstriving against God. This also is truly conflict, bu
it is not the good fight of faith.

2. In Galatians 5 referenceis made to the inner conflict; for the Galatians had na yet
entirely surrendered themselves to the Spirit, to wak after the Spirit. ‘The
conredion, says Lange, ‘shows that this conflict betwixt the flesh and the Spirit
of God is not endess bu that there is expeded o the Christian a complete
surrender of himself, in arder to be led ony by the one principle - the Spirit; and
then, further, arefusal to oley the flesh.” The believer must nat strive against the
flesh, to overcomeit: this he can na do. What heisto doisto choaose to whom he
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will subject himself: by the surrender of faith to Christ, to strive in Him through
the Spirit, He has a divine power for overcoming.
Hence, as we have seen in connection with the beginning of the new life, our one

work every day and the whole day is to believe. Out of faith come all blessings
and powers, also the victory for overcoming.

69



XXIX.BE A BLESSING

“Get thee out of they country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's
house, unto the land that | will show thee; and | will make of thee a great
nation, and | will bless thee; and be thou a blessing.” - Genesis 12:1-2

In these first words that God spake to Abraham, we have the short summary of al that
God hasto say to hm andto us as His children. We seewhat the goal is to which God
cdls us, what the power that caries us to that goal, and what the place where the
power is found.

Be ablessng: that is the goa for which God separates Abraham and every believing
child of His.

God would have him and s made to understand that, when he blesses us, this is
catanly not simply to make us happy, bu that we shoud still further communicae
His blessng. (Matthew 5:34-35; 10:8; 18:33) God Himsdlf is love, and therefore He
blesses. Love seeketh na itself: when the love of God comesto us, it will seek others
through us. (Isaiah 4310-11; 1 Corinthians 13.5; 1 John 411) The yourg Christian
must from the beginning understand that he has receved gracewith the definite am of
bemming a blesang to athers. Pray, keg na for yourself what the Lord gives to you
for others. Offer yourself expresdy and completely to the Lord, to be used by Him for
others: that is the way to be blessed oveflowingly yourself. (Psalm 1125, 9 Proverbs
11:24-25; Matthew 25:40; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 2 Corinthians 9:6; Hebrews 6:10)

The power for this work will be given. ‘Be ablessng’: ‘I will blesstheg’ says the
Lord. You are to be personally blessed yourself, personally sanctified and fill ed with
the Spirit, and peace and paver of the Lord: then you have power to bess (Luke
24:49; John 738; 14:12) In Christ God hes ‘blessed us with all spiritual things': let
Jesus fill you with these blessngs, and you shall cetainly be ablessng: you reed na
doult or fea. The blesang of God includes in it the power of life for multiplicaion,
for expansion, for communicaion. See in the Scriptures how blessng and
multi plication go together. (Genesis 1:22, 28 9:1; 22:17; 26:24) Blessng aways
includes the power to bessothers. Only give the word o the Almighty God, ‘1 will
blessTheg’ timeto sink into your spirit. Wait uponGod, that He Himself may say to
you, ‘| will blessthee’ Let your faith cleave fast to this. God will make it truth to you
above all asking and thinking. (2 Corinthians 9:8, 11; Ephesians 1:3; Hebrews 6:14)

But for this end you must also betake yourself to the placeof blessng: the land o
promise, the simplelife of faith in the promises. ‘ Get theeout thy land and thy father’s
house,” says the Lord. Departure, separation from the life of nature and the flesh, in
which we were born of our father Adam, is what God would have. The offering up o
what is most predous to man is the way to the blessng of God. (Luke 28:29-30; John
12:24-25; 2 Corinthians 6:17-18) ‘Get theeto a land that | will show theg’ says the
Lord, ou of theold lifeto anew life, where | alone an your guide; that is, alife where
God can have me whally for Himself alone, where | walk only on the promises of God
- a life of faith.
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Christian, God will i n a Divine fashion fulfil to you His promise, ‘1 will blessthee’ O
go, pray, ou of your land and your father’s house, ou of the life of nature and the
flesh, ou of intercourse with the flesh and this world, to the New Life, the life of the
Spirit, the life in fellowship with God to which He will | ead you. There you become
receptive of His blessng; there your heat becomes open to full faith in His word, ‘I
will blesstheé; there He can fulfil that word to you, and make you full of Hisblessng
and pover to be ablessng to athers. Live with God, separated from the world: then
shall you hea the voice of God spe& with power: ‘I will blessthe€; ‘Be thou a
blessing.’

O nvy Father, show me the way to that promised land where Thou bringest
Thy people to have them whadlly for Thyself. | will abandoneveything to
follow Thee to hdd converse with Theealone, in order that Thou mayest fill
me with Thy blessng. Lord, let Thy word, ‘I will blessthee’ livein my heart
asaword o God: then shall I givemyself whally to livefor others andto bea
blessing. Amen.

1. Godisthe gred, the only Fountain of blessng: as much of God as | have in me,
so much blessng can | bring. | can work much for others withou blessng.
Actualy to be ablessng, | must begin with that word, ‘1 will blesstheé: then the
other, ‘Be a blessing’ becomes easy.

2. In order to become ablessng, begin onasmall scde: yield yourself up for others.
Live to make others happy. Believe that the love of God dwells in you by the
Spirit, and give yourself whally to be ablessng and ajoy to those who are round
abou you. Pray God to shed abroad His love in you still further by the Spirit. And
believe very firmly that God can make you a greaer blessng than you can think,
if you surrender yourself to Him for this end.

3. But this surrender must have time in solitary prayer, that God may obtain
possesson d your spirit. Thisis for you the departure from your father’s house:
separate yourself from men that God may speak with you.

4. What think you? Was Abraham ever fill ed with regret that he placed hmself so
entirely under the leading of God? Then do you likewise.

5. Do you nav know the two words which are the source of al promises and all
commands to the dildren of believing Abraham? The promise is: ‘I will bless
thee.” The command is: ‘Be a blessing.’ Pray, take them both firmly for yourself.

6. And doyou nav understand where these two words to Abraham are fulfill ed? In
separation from his father’s house - in the walk in fellowship with God.
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XXX. PERSONAL WORK

“Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation: and uphold me with a free spirit. Then will | teach
transgressors Thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto Thee.” - Psalm 51:12-13

“I believe, for | will speak.” - Psalm 116:10

“But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost is come upon you.” - Acts 1:8

Every redeemed man is cdled to be awitnessfor his Lord. Not only by a gody walk,
but by personal effort must | serve and make known my Lord. My tongue, my speed,
is one of the principal means of intercourse with ahers and influence uponthem. It is
but a half dedicaion, when | do nd also bring the offering of the lips, to spe& for the
Lord. (Psalm 40:10-11; 66:16; 71:8, 15, 24; Hebrews 13:15)

Of this work there is inconcevably red neeal. There ae thousands of Christians who
continualy enjoy the preading of the word, and yet do nd understand the way of
salvation. The Lord Jesus not only preaded to the multitudes, bu also spoke to
individuals acarding to their neads. (Luke 7:40; John 33; 4:7) Scripture is full of
examples of thase who told to athers what the Lord had dore for them, and who thus
becane ablessng to them. (Exodus 18:8, 1Q 2 Chronicles 5:3) The teader alone can
nat do thiswork of personal spe&king: every ransomed soul must co-operate with him.
He is in the world as a witness for his Lord. His own life can na come to its full
healthy increase, if he does not confess his Lord and work for Him.

That witnessfor the Lord must be apersona withness We must have the courage to
say, ‘He has redeemed me: He will aso redeem you: will you nd accept this
redemption? Come, let me show you the way.” (John 142, 46 4:28, 39 Acts 11:19)
There ae hundeds who would be glad if the personal question were put to them, ‘Are
you redeemed? What keeps you ladk? Can | not help you to go to the Lord? Parents
ought to sped& personally with their children, and pu the question, ‘My child, have
you arealy recaved the Lord Jesus? Teadersin Sabbath schodsandin day schods,
when they tead the word of God, owght to bring forward the persona question,
whether the dhildren have redly recaved salvation, and owght to seek the oppatunity
of also puting the question to them separately. Friends must spe&k with their friends.
Yes: before all else should this work be done.

Such work must be the work of love. Let souls fed that you love them tenderly. Let
the humility and gentleness of love, as this was to be seen in Jesus, be seen dso in
you. At every turn surrender yourself to Jesus to be filled with His love: not by
feding, bu by faith in this love, can you doyour work. ‘Beloved, keep yourselvesin
the love of God. And onsome have mercy who are in doult; and some save, snatching
them out of the fire; and onsome have mercy with fea.” The flesh dften thinks that
strength and force do more than love and patience But that is not so: love adieves
everything: it has overcome on the cross. (Hebrews 3:13; 10:24; Jude 21, 23)

Such work must be the work of faith, o faith working by love: faith that the Lord

desires to use you and will use you. Be nat afraid onacourt of your we&kness lean
in the Scriptures what glorious promises God from time to time gave to those who hed
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to spek for Him. (Exodus 4:11-12; Joshua 1:9; Isaiah 504, 11, Jeremiah 1.6-7;
Matthew 10:19-20) Surrender yourself continually to God to be used for the rescue of
souls, and take your stand onthe fad that He who has redeamed you for this end, will
for this end Hess you. Although your work is in wegness and fea, athough no
blesang appeas to come, be of good courage: a His time, we shal reg. (2
Chronicles 15:7; Psdm 1266-7; Haggal 2:5; Galatians 8:9; 1 John 516) Be fill ed
with faith in the power of God, in His blessng uponyou, and in the cetainty of the
heaing of prayer. ‘If any man see his brother sinning a sin na unto deah, he shall
ask, and God will give him life” Whether it be the most miserable and regleded, o
whether it be the decent but indifferent who daes nat know his sn, take courage, the
Lord is mighty to bless: He hears prayer.

But abowe dl - for thisis the principal point, - cary out this work in fellowship with
Jesus. Live dosdly with Him - live entirely for Him - let Jesus be in al your own life
and He will spe& and work in you. (Acts 4:13; 2 Corinthians 3:5; 8:3) Be full of the
blessng of the Lord, full of His Spirit and His love, and it can na be otherwise than
that you shoud be ablessng. You shal be aleto tell what He is continualy for you.
Youshal havethelove andthe murage, with all humility, to pu to souls the question,
‘Isit well with you? Have you indeel the Lord Jesus as your Saviour? And the Lord
will made you experience the rich blessng which is promised to those who live to
bless others.

Y ourg Christian, ke awitnessfor Jesus. Live & onewhoiswhaly given away to Him
to watch and to work for His honour.

Blessed Lord, who hast redeemed me to serve the Father in the proclamation
of His love, | will with a free spirit offer myself to Thee for this end. Fill my
heart for this end with love to Him, to Thee, and to souls. Cause me to see
what an honour it is to do the work of redeeming love, even as Thou didst do
it. Strengthen my confidence that Thou art working with Thy power in my
weakness. And let my joy be to help soulsto Thee. Amen.

1. The question is often asked, ‘What can | do to work for the Lord? Can you nd

take a ¢assin the Sabbath schod? Perhaps you live in the muntry where there ae
children that have no hou of the Sabbath devoted to them. Perhaps there ae
heahen children, a even grown-up people of the farms, who do ndé go to
Church. Seewhether you can na gather them together in the name of Jesus. Make
it a matter of prayer and faith. Although you dothis work with trembling, you
may be sure that to begin to work will make you strong.
Or can you do nohing for the drculation d books and trads? When you have a
bookthat has been useful to you, ader six or twelve apies of it. Spek of it, and
offer it for sale: you can dogrea serviceby this means. So also with trads: if you
aretoo poa to give them for nothing, have them to sell: you may procure blessng
by this method. It will espeaally help you to spe& to athers, if you begin with
telling what is in a book.

2. But the principal thingis personal spe&king. Do na had badk becaise youfed no
freedom. The Lord will give you freedom in His own time. It is incredible how
many are lost through ignorance No ore has ever personaly made it clea to
them how they can be saved. The thought that a change must first be sought and
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felt is so deeply rooted that the most faithful preaching is often of no avail against
it. By their erroneous ideas, people misunderstand everything. Begin then to speak
and to help souls to understand that they are to receive Jesus just as they are, that
they can certainly know that He receives them, and that this is the power of a new
and holy life.
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XXXI. MISSIONARY WORK

“And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole
creation. And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with
them, and confirming the word by the signs that followed.” - Mark 16:15, 20

Every friend d Jesus is a friend d missons. Where there is a hedthy spiritua life,
there is a love for the missonary cause. When you consider the reasons of this, you
obtain an insight into the glory of missons, and into your cdling to embrace this
cause & apart of your soul’s life. Come and hea how much there is to make
missionary work glorious and precious.

1. It is the cause for which Jesus left the throne of hearen. The heahen are His
inheritance, given to Him by His Father. It is in heghendan that the power of
Satan has been establi shed. Jesus must have Himself vindicaed as the conqueror.

His glory, the coming and manifestation d His kingdom, depend on missons.
(Isaiah 2:8; Matthew 24:14; 28:18, 28; Mark 13:10; Luke 21:24; Romans 11:25)

2. Missonary work isthe principal aim of the cdhurch oneath. All the last words of
the Lord Jesus teath usthis. (Mark 26:15; Luke 24:47, John 2718; Acts 1.8) The
Lord is the head and He has made himself dependent uponHis body, uponHis
members, by whom alone He can doHiswork. (1 Corinthians 7:21) As a member
of Christ, as a member of the durch, shall | not give myself to take part in the
work, that this goal may be reached?

3. Itisthework for which the Holy Spirit was given. Seethis in the promise of the
Spirit: in the lealing of the Spirit to Peter and Barnabas and Saul. (Acts 1:8;
11:12, 2324; 8.2, 4, 22:21) In the history of the Church we find that times of
revival go handin hand with new zed for the missonary cause. The Holy Spirit is
always a holy enthusiasm for the extension of the kingdom.

4. Missonary work brings blessng on the Church. It rouses to heroic deedls of faith
and self-denial. It has furnished the most glorious instances of the wondous
power of the Lord. It gives hearenly joy over the cnwversion d sinners to thase
who watch for it with love aad prayer. It cleanses the heat to understand God's
gred plans, and to await the fulfilment of them in supgicaion. Missonary work
isatoken o lifein a Church, and krings more life. (Acts 14:7-8; 15:4-5; Romans
11:25, 33; 15:10; Ephesians 3:5, 8, 10)

5. What a blessng it is for the world. What would we have been, had na
misgonaries come to ou heahen forefathers in Europe? What a glorious blessng
has onto missonary work already won in some lands? What help is there for the
hunded millions of heahen, if not in missons? (Isaiah 496, 12, 18,22, 54:1-2)
Heaven and hell ook uponmissons as the battlefield where the powers of Satan
and d Jesus Christ encourter one another. Alas! that the wnflict shoud be
carried on so feebly.

6. Therewill be ablessng for your own soul in love for missonary work. (Proverbs
11.:24-25; Isaiah 58:7-8)
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Youwill be exercised in faith. Missonary work is a caise for faith, where ererything
goes on slowly, and nd acarding to the fancy of men. You will lean to cleave to
God and the word.

Love will be avakened. You will | ean to go ou of yourselves and your little drcle,
and with an open eye and alarge heat to live in the interests of your Lord and King:
you will feel how little true love you have, and you will receive more love.

Youwill be drawn into prayer. Your cdling and paver as an intercessor will become
cleaer to you, and therewith the blessedness of thus co-operation for the kingdom.
Youwill discern haw it is the highest conformity to Him who came to seek the logt, to
give up your own ease and rest to fight in love the fight of prayer against Satan in
behalf of the heathen.

Y ourg Christian, missonary work is more glorious and hdy than you suppcse. There
ismore blesgng in it than you are avare of. The new life in you dgpends uponit more
than you can as yet understand. Yield yourself up anew in obedience to the word to
give missons a large placein your heat; yes, in your heat. The Lord Himself will
further teach and bless you.

Andif youwould know how to have your love for missons, as the work of your Lord,
increased, attend to the following hints: - Beaome aguainted with the missonary
cause. Endeasour by writings and bools to knov what the @mndtion and reed o
heahendam is; what, by the blessng of the Lord, has been drealy dore there; what
the work is that is being done now. Spe& with athers abou this cause. Perhaps there
could be ingtituted in your neighbouhood a littl e missonary society. Perhaps one of
your prayer-medings, say, once amonth, could be set apart for prayer in behalf of the
misgonary cause. Pray aso for this in seaet. Let the coming of the kingdom have a
definite placein your seaet prayers. Endeavour to follow the material for prayer in the
promises of the word abou the heahen, in the whoe Scriptures, espeaaly in the
prophet Isaiah. (Isaiah 496, 18, 2122; 54:1, 3 601, 3,11, 16 622) Give dso for
misgons. nat only when you are asked; not merely what you can spare withou feding
it; but set apart for this cause aportion d what you passssor ean. Let the Lord see
that you are in eanest with His work. If there is missonary work that is being dorein
your neighbouhood, show yourself a friend to it. Althowgh there be much
imperfedionin that work, - and where is there work of man that is perfed? - complain
nat of the imperfedion, bu look uponthe esence of the caise, the endeavour to oley
the coommand d the Lord, and give your prayer and your help. A friend o Jesus is a
friend d missons. Love for missonary work is an indispensable dement of the new
life.

Son ¢ God, when Thou ddst breathe Thy Sgrit upon Thy disciples, saying,
‘Recave yethe Holy Ghaost,” Thou ddst add ‘As the Father hath sent Me,
even so send | you. Lord, hereamI: send me also. Breathe Thy Sgrit into me
also, that | may live for Thy kingdom. Amen.

1. ‘Unknown makes unbeloved, isaword that is geaally true of missonary work.
He who is aajuainted with the wonders that God has wrought in some lands, will
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praise and thank God for what the missonary enterprise has achieved, and will be
strengthened in his faith that missionary work is really God’s own cause.
Among the books that help to awaken interest in missons are biographies of
misgonaries. ‘The life of Henry Martyn’ is one, formerly issued by the Book
Society. ‘Uncle Charles is the name of a book with an acournt of missonary
work in South Africa Some books on misgons are generally to be foundin ou
Sabbath school libraries.

We shoud rever forget that the misgonary cause is an enterprise of faith. It
requires faith in the promises of God, in the power of God. It has need of love -
love to Jesus, whereby the heat is fill ed with desire for His honou, and love to
souls, that longs for their safety. It is a work of the Spirit of God, ‘whom the
world can na receve': therefore the world can approve of missons only when
they go forward with the highest prosperity.

Let no friend d misgons beawme discouraged when the work proceeals dowly.
Although all baptized men are nat converted, although even amongst the wnwverts
thereis gill much perversity, and some fall bad after afair professons. Amongst
our forefathers in Europe, awhale century was occupied with the introduction o
Christianity. Sometimes a nation recaved Christianity to cast it off again after
thirty or forty yeas. It required athousand yeas to bring them up to the height at
which we now stand. Let us not exped too much from the heahen at once, bu
with love and petience and firm faith, pray and work, and exped the blessng of
God.
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XXXIN. LIGHT AND JOYFULNESS

“Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they walk, O Lord, in the light
of Thy Continence. In Thy name do they rejoice all the day.” - Psalm 89:15-16

“Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart.” - Psalm 47:11

“I am the Light of the world: he thdblloweth me shall not walk
in the darkness, but shall have the light of life.” - John 8:12

“I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and
your joy no one taketh away from you.” - John 16:22

“As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing.” - 2 Corinthians 6:10

A father will always be e@er to see his children joyful. He does dl that he can to
make them happy. Hence God also desires that His children shoudd walk before Him
in gladnessof heat. He has promised them gladness He will giveit. (Psalm 89:16-17;
Isaiah 2929; John 2622, 1 Peter 1:8) He has commanded it: we must take it and walk
in it at all times. (Psalm 32:1; Isaiah 12:5-6; 1 Thessalonians 5:16; Philippians 4:4)

Thereason d thisis nat difficult to find. Gladnessis aways the token that something
redly satisfies me and hes grea value for me. More than anything else is gladnessfor
what | possessa recommendation d it to athers. And gladnessin God is the strongest
proof that | have in God what satisfies and satiates me, that | do nd serve Him with
dread, o to be kept, bu becaise He is my salvation. Gladnessis the token o the truth
and the worth of obedience showing whether | have pleasure in the will of God.
(Deuteronamy 2847, Psalm 40:9; 11911) It is for this reason that joy in God is
acceptable to Him, so strengthening to believers themselves, and to al who are aound
the most eloquent testimony of what we think of God. (Nehemiah 811; Psaim 68:4;
Proverbs 4:18)

In the Scriptures light and gladnessare frequently conneded with ead ather. (Esther
8:16; Proverbs 13:9; 15:30; Isaiah 6020) It is o in nature. The joyful light of the
morning awakens the birds to their song and gladdens the watchers who in the
darkness have longed for the day. It is the light of God' s countenance that gives the
Christian his gladness in fell owship with his Lord, he can, and always will, be happy:
the love of the Father shines like the sun uponHis children. (Exodus 10:23; 2 Samuel
23.4; Psalm 36:10; Isaiah 601, 2Q 1 John 15; 4:16) When darkness comes over the
soul, it is aways through ore of two things, through sin o through untelief. Sin is
darkness and makes dark. And unlelief also makes dark, for it turns us from Him,
who alone is the light.

The question is metimes put, Can the Christian walk aways in the light? The
answer of our Lord is clea, ‘He that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness’ It is
sin, the turning from behind Jesus to ou own way, that makes dark. But at the
moment we anfess $n, and have it cleansed in the blood, we ae again in the light.
(Joshua 7:13; Isaiah 5810, 59:1-2, 9 Matthew 1514-15; 2 Corinthians 6:14;
Ephesians 5:8, 14 1 Thessalonians 5:5; 1 John 210) Or it is unbelief that makes dark.
We look to ouselves and ou strength; we would seek comfort in our own feding, or
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our own works, and all becomes dark. As onas we look to Jesus, to the full ness to
the perfed provisionfor our nealsthat isin Him, al islight. He says, ‘1 am the Light:
he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness bu shall have the light of life” So
long as | believe, | have light and gladness (John 1236; 11:40; Romans 1513, 1
Peter 1:8)

Christians, who would walk acwrding to the will of the Lord, hea what His word
says. ‘Finaly, my brethren, rgjoice in the Lord. Rgoicein the Lord aways: again, |
will say, Regoice’ (Philippians 3:1; 4:3) In the Lord Jesus there is joy unspedkable,
and full of glory: believing in Him, rgjoice in this. Live the life of faith: that life is
salvation and glorious joy. A heat that gives itself undvidedly to follow Jesus, that
lives by faith in Him and His love, shall have light and gladness Therefore, soul, only
believe. Do na seek gladness in that case you will nat find it, becaise you are
seeking feding. But seek Jesus, follow Jesus, believe in Jesus, and gladness il be
added to you. ‘Not seang, bu believing, rgoice with joy unspegable and full of

glory.’

Lord Jesus, Thou are the Light of the world, the Effulgence of the
unapproachable light, in whom we see the light of God. From Thy
countenance radiates upon us the illumination of the knowledge of the love
and glory of God. And thou art ours, our light and our salvation. O teach us
to believe more firmly that with Thee we can never walk in the darkness. Let
gladness in Thee be the proof that Thou art all to us, and our strength to do
all that Thou wouldst have us do. Amen.

1. The gladnessthat | have in anything is the measure of its worth in my eyes: the
gladnessin a person, the measure of my pleasure in im: the gladnessin a work
the measure of my pleasure in it. Gladnessin God and His rviceis one of the
surest tokens of healthy spiritual life.

2. Gladnessis hindered by ignorance, when we do nd rightly understand God and
His love and the blessdness of His wrvice by unbelief, when we still seek
something in ou own strength o feding: by double-heartedness, when we ae
not willing to give up and lay aside everything for Jesus.

3. Understand this saying: ‘He that seeks gladness $ial not find it; he that seeks the
Lord and His will, shal find gladnessunsought.” Think over this. He that seeks
gladnessas a thing of feding, seeks himself: he would fain be happy: he will not
findit. He that forgets himself to live in the Lord and His will, shall be taught of
himself to regoice in the Lord. It is God, God Himself, who is the God d the
gladness of our rgoicing: see&k God, and you have gladness You have then
simply to take and enjoy it by faith.

4. To thank much for what God is and dces, to believe much in what God says and
will do, is the way to abiding gladness.

5. ‘Thelight of the g/es gladdens the heat.” God hes nat intended that His children
shoud walk in the darkness Satan is the prince of the darkness God is light:
Christ is the Light of the world: we ae dildren o the light: let us walk in the
light. Let us believe in the promise, ‘ The Lord shall be to thee a everlasting light.
Thy sun shall no more go dawn, for the Lord shall be to thee a everlasting light,
and the days of thy mourning shall be ended.
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XXXIT. CHASTISEMENT

“Blessed is the man whom Thohastenest, O Lord, artdachest out of Thy law;
that Thou mayest give him rest from the days of adversity.” - Psalm 94:12

“Before | was afflicted, | went astray; but now | observe Thy word. It is good for
me that | have been afflicted; that | might learn Thy statutes.” - Psalm 119:67, 71

“He chastens us for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.” - Hebrews 12:10

“Count it all joy, my brethren, when ye fall into manifold temptations;
knowing that the proof of your faith worketh patience.” - James 1:2-3

Every child of God must at one time or ancther enter the schod of trial. What the
Scriptures tead us is confirmed by experience. And the Scriptures tead us further,
that we ae to court it a joy when God takes us into this shod. It is a part of our
heavenly blesedness to be elucaed and sanctified by the Father through
chastisement.

Not that trial in itself brings a blesang. (Isaiah 53; Hosea 7:14-15; 2 Corinthians
7:10) Just asthereisno profit in the ground s being made wet by rain o broken up ty
the plough, when nosedl is cast into it, so there ae dildren of God that enter into
trial and have littl e blesgng from it. The heat is oftened for a time, but they know
nat how to oltain an abiding blessng from it. They know not what the Father has in
view with them in the school of trial.

In a good schod there ae four things necessary - a definite am, a good text-book, a
capable teacher, a willing pupil.

1. Letthe am of trial be dea to you. Holinessis the highest glory of the Father, and
aso of the dhild. He ‘chastens us for our profit that we may be partakers of His
Holiness’ (Isaiah 27.8-9; 1 Corinthians 11:32, Hebrews 2:10; 12:11) In tria the
Christian would dften have only comfort. Or he seeks to be quiet and contented
under the speda chastisement. This is indeed the beginning; but the Father
desires mething else, something higher. He would make him haly, hdy, for his
whale life. When Job said, ‘Blessed be the name of the Lord, this was gill but
the beginning of his shod-time: the Lord had still more to teach hm. God would
unite our will with His hay will, na only on the one point in which He is trying
us, bu in everything: God would fill us with His haly Spirit, with His haliness
This is the aim of God; this also must be your aim in the school of trial.

2. Let the word of God at this time be your reading book. Seein ou trials how in
affliction God would tead us out of Hislaw. The word will reved to you why the
Father chastens you, hav deeply He loves you in the midst of it, and haow rich are
the promises of His consolation. Tria will give new glory to the promises of the
Father. In chastisement have remurse to the word. (Psalm 1194950, 92, 143
Isaiah 40:1; 43:2; 1 Thessalonians 4:8)

3. Let Jesus be your teader. He Himself was sanctified by suffering: it was in
suffering that He leaned full obedience He has a wonderfully sympathetic heat.
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Have much intercourse with Him. Seek nat your comfort from much speaking on
the part of men or with men. Give Jesus the opportunity of teaching you. Have
much converse with Him in solitude. (Isaiah 2616; 61:1-2; Hebrews 2:10, 1718,
5:9) The Father has given you the word, the Spirit, the Lord Jesus your
sanctificaion, in order to sanctify you: affliction and chastisement are meant to
bring you to the word, to Jesus Himsdlf, in arder that He may make you partaker
of Hishdliness It isin fellowship with Jesus that consolation comes as of itself (2
Corinthians 1:3-4; Hebrews 13:5-6)

4. Be awilling pupl. Acknowledge your ignorance Think na that you undbrstand
the will of God. Ask and exped that the Lord would tead you the leson that you
are to lean in affliction. To the mee there is the promise of teading and
wisdom. Seek to have the ea open, the heat very quiet, and turned towards God.
Know that it is the Father that has placed you in the schod of tria: yield yourself
with all willi ngnessto hea you taught. He will blessyou gredly in this. (Psam
25:9; 39:2, 10; Isaiah 50:4-5)

‘“Happy is the man whom Thou chastenest, and teadest out of Thy law.” * Court it all
joy when ye fal into manifold temptations,” ‘that ye may be perfed, lacking in
naothing.” Regard the time of trial as a time of blessng, as a time of close mnwerse
with the Father, of being made partaker of His haliness and you shall aso regjoicingly
say: ‘It is good for me that | have been afflicted.’

Father, what thanks shall | express to Thee for the glorious light that Thy
word casts upon the dark trials of this life. Thou wilt by this means teach me,
and make me partaker of Thy holiness. Hast Thou considered the suffering
and the death of Thy beloved Son not too much to bring holiness near to me,
and shall 1 not be willing to endure Thy chastisement to be partaker of it? No:
Father, thanks be unto Thee for Thy precious work: only fulfil Thy counsel in
me. Amen.

1. In chastisement it is first of all necessary that we shoud be possessd by the
thought: This is the will of God. Although the trial comes through ou own folly
or the perversity of men, we must adknowledge that it is the will of God that we
shoud bein that suffering by means of that folly or perversity. We seethis clealy
in Joseph and the Lord Jesus. Nothing will give us rest but the willing
acknowledgment: this is the will of God.

2. The seoondthought is: God will s not only the tria, but also the consolation, the
power, and the blessng in it. He who adknowledges the will of God in the
chastisement itself is on the way to see ad experience the acompaniments also
as the will of God.

3. The will of God is as perfed as He Himself: let us not be draid to surrender
ourselves to it: no ore suffers loss by deeming the will of God urcondtionally
good.

4. Thisishdiness to knav and to adore the will of God, to unte one's =If whally
with it.

5. Pray, sek na comfort in trial in connedion with men. Do na mingle too much
with them: seeto it rather that you ded with God and His word. The objed of
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tria isjust to draw you away from what is earthly, in order that you may turn to
God and give Him time to unite your will with His perfect will.
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XXXIV. PRAYER

“Thou, when thowprayest, enter into thine inner chamber, and having shut the door, pray to thy
Father which is in secret, and thy Father whageth in secret shall recompense thee.” - Matthew 6:6

The spiritual life with its growth depends in grea measure on prayer. According as |
pray much or littl e, pray with pleasure or as a duty, pray acording to the word of God
or my own inclination, will my life flourish o deca. In the word of Jesus quaed
above, we have the leading ideas of true prayer.

Alone with God: that is the first thought. The doa must be shut, with the world and
man ouside, becaise | am to have mnverse with God undsturbed. When God met
with His srvants in the olden time, He took them alone. (Genesis 28:22-23; 22.5;
32:24; Exodus 33:11) Let the first thought in your prayer be: here ae God and | in the
chamber with eat ather. According to your conviction d the neanessof God will be
the power of your prayer.

In the presence of your Father: this is the second thought. You come to the inner
chamber, because your Father with His love awaits you there. Although you are wld,
dark, sinful; athough it is doultful whether you can pray at all; come, becaise the
Father is there, and there looks uponyou. Set yourself beneah the light of his eye.
Believe in His tender fatherly love, and ou of this faith prayer will be born. (Matthew
6:8; 7:11)

Court certainly upon an aswer: that is the third pant in the word of Jesus. ‘Your
Father will recompense you openly.” There is nothing abou which the Lord Jesus has
spoken so pasitively asthe cetainty of an answer to prayer. Pray, review the promises.
(Matthew 6:7-8; 11:24; Luke 28:8; John 1413-14; 157, 16 16:23-24) Observe how
constantly in the Psams, that prayer-book d God's saints, God is cdled uponas the
God who heas prayer and gives answers. (Psam 3:5; 4:4; 6:10;, 10:17; 27:6, 22, 25
20:2, 7, 10; 34:5, 7, 18; 38:16; 40:2; 65:3; 66:19)

It may be that there is much in you that prevents the answer. Delay in the aaswer is a
very blessed dscipline. It leads to self-seaching as to whether we ae praying amiss
and whether our lifeis truly in harmony with ou prayer. It rouses to a purer exercise
of faith. (Joshua 7:12; 1 Samuel 8:18; 14:37-38; 28.6, 15 Proverbs 21:13; Isaiah 115;
Micah 34; Hagga 1:9; James 1.6; 4:3; 5:16) It condwts to a doser and more
persistent converse with God. The sure mnfidence of an answer is the seaet of
powerful praying. Let this always be with us the dief thing in prayer. When you pray,
stop in the midst of your prayer to ask, Do | believe that | am receving what | pray
for? Let your faith receve axd hdd fast the answer as given: it shal turn ou
acording to your faith. (Psam 1459; Isaiah 3019; Jeremiah 333; Madadi 3:10;
Matthew 9:29; 15:28; 1 John 3:22; 5:14-15)

Beloved yourg Christians, if there is one thing abou which you must be
conscientious, it isthis: seaet converse with God. Your lifeis hid with Christ in God.
Every day must youin prayer ask from abowve, and by faith recave in prayer what you
neeal for that day. Every day must persona intercourse with the Father and the Lord
Jesus be renewed and strengthened. God is our salvation and ou strength: Christ is

83



our life and our holiness: only in persona fellowship with the living God is our
blessedness found.

Christian, pray much, pray continually, pray without ceasing. When you have no
desire to pray, go just then to the inner chamber. Go as one who has nothing to bring
to the Father, to set yourself before Him in faith in His love. That coming to the
Father, and abiding before Him, is already a prayer that He understands. Be assured
that to appear before God, however passively, aways brings a blessing. The Father not
only hears. He seesin secret, and He will recompense it openly.

O my Father, who hast so certainly promised in Thy word to hear the prayer
of faith, give to me the Spirit of prayer, that | may know how to offer that
prayer. Graciously reveal to me Thy wonderful Fatherly love, the complete
blotting out of my sinsin Christ, by which every hindrance in this direction is
taken away, and the intercession of the Spirit in me, by which my ignorance
or weakness can not deprive me of the blessing. Teach me with faith in Thee,
the Three-One, to pray in fellowship with Thee. And confirm me in the strong
living certitude that | receive what | believingly ask. Amen.

1. In prayer the principal thing is faith. The whole of salvation, the whole of the new
life is by faith, therefore aso by prayer. There is al too much prayer that brings
nothing, because there islittle faith in it. Before | pray, and while | pray, and after
| have prayed, | must ask: Do | pray in faith? | must say: | believe with my whole
heart.

2. To arrive at this faith we must take time in prayer: time to set ourselves silently
and trustfully before God, and to become awake to His presence: time to have our
soul sanctified in fellowship with God: time for the Holy Spirit to teach usto hold
fast and use trustfully the word of promise. No earthly knowledge, no earthly
possessions, no earthly food, no intercourse with friends, can we have without
time, sufficient time. Let us not think to learn how to pray, how to enjoy the
power and the blessedness of prayer, if we do not take time with God.

3. And then there must be not only time every day, but perseverance from day to
day. Timeisrequired to grow in the certitude that we are acceptable to the Father,
and that our prayer has power, in the confidence which knows that our prayer is
according to His will and is heard. We must not suppose that we know well
enough how to pray, and can but ask, and then it is over. No: prayer is converse
and fellowship with God, in which God has time and opportunity to work in us, in
which our souls dieto their own will and power, and become bound up and united
with God.

4. For encouragement in persistent prayer, the following instance may be of service.
In an address delivered at Calcutta, George Muller recently said that in 1844 five
persons were laid upon his heart, and that he began to pray for their conversion.
Eighteen months passed by before the first was converted. He prayed five years
more, when the second was converted. After twelve and a half years, yet another
was converted. And now he aso aready prayed forty years for the other two,
without letting slip a single day; and till they are not converted. He was,
nevertheless, full of courage in the sure confidence that these two aso would be
given him in answer to his prayer.



XXXV.THE PRAYER MEETING

“Again | say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they
shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father which is in heaven. For where two or three
are gathered together in My name, there am | in the midst of them.” - Matthew 28:19-20

The Lord Jesus has told us to go into the inner chamber and hdd ou personal
converse with God by prayer in seaet, and nd to be seen of men. The very same voice
tells us that we ae dso to pray in fellowship with ore ancther. (Matthew 6:6; Luke
9:18, 2§ Andwhen He went to heaven, the birth o the Christian Church took dacein
a prayer meding which ore hunded and twenty men and women held for ten days.
(Acts. 1:14) The Day of Penteaost was the fruit of unanimous persevering prayer. Let
every one who would please the Lord Jesus, who desires the gift of the Spirit with
power for his congregation a Church, who would have the blessng of fellowship
with the dildren of God, attached himself to a prayer meding, and pove the Lord
whether He will make good His word and kestow uponit a speda blessng. (2
Chronicles 20:4, 17 Nehemiah 9:2-3; Jod 2:16-17, Acts 12.5) And let him give help
in it, so that the prayer meeting may be such as the Lord presented it to us.

For a blessed prayer-meding, there must be, first of al, agreament concerning the
thing which we desire. There must be something that we redly desire to have from
God; and concerning thiswe aeto bein harmony. There must be inner love and unty
amongst the supdiants, - al that is grife, envy, wrath, lovelessness makes prayer
powerless (Psaim 1331, 3 Jeremiah 584; Matthew 5:23-24; Mark. 11:25) - and then
agreement on the definite objed that is desired. (Jeremiah 3239; Acts 4:24) For this
endit is entirely proper that what people ae to pray for shoud be stated in the prayer
meding. Whether it be that one of the members would have his particular needs
brought forward, a whether others would bring more general needs to the Lord, such
as the mnversion d the unconverted, the reviva of God's children, the anainting of
the teader, the extension d the kingdom, let the objeds be annourced beforehand.
Andlet no ore then suppase that there is unanimity whenever oneis content to joinin
prayer for these objeds. No: we ae to take them into ou heat and life, bring them
continually before the Lord, be inwardly eager that the Lord shoud give them: then
we are on the way to the prayer that has power.

The second feaure that charaderises aright prayer meding is the mming together in
the name of Jesus and the consciousness of His presence The Scripture says, ‘The
name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runreth into it, and is sfe’
(Proverbs 18:10) * The name is the expresson d the person. When they come
together, believers are to enter into the name of Jesus, to betake themselves within this
name & their fortressand abock. In this name they mingle with ore ancther before the
Father, and ou of this name they pray: this name makes them also truly one with ead
other. And when they are thus in this name, the living Lord Himself is in their midst:
and He says that this is the reason why the Father cetainly heas them. (John 1413
14; 157, 16 16:23-24) They arein Him, and He isin them, and ou of Him they pray,
and their prayer comes before the Father in His power. O let the name of Jesus be
redly the paint of union, the meding place in ou prayer medings, and we shall be
conscious that He is in our midst.

85



Then there is the third feaure of united prayer of which the Lord has told us. our
request shall certainly be dore of the Heavenly Father. The prayer shall certainly be
answered. O we may well cry out in these days, ‘Where is the God d Elijah? for He
was a God that answered. ‘ The God that shall answer, He shall be God, said Elijah to
the people. And he said to God, ‘Answer me, Lord; answer me; that this people may
adknowledge that Thou, O Lord, art God. (1 Chronicles 18:24, 37 James 5:16) When
we ae @ntent with much praying, with continuows praying, withou answer, then
there will be littl e answer given. But when we understand that the answer as the token
of God s pleasurein ou prayer isthe principal thing, and are not willi ng to be @mntent
withou it, we shall discover what isladingin ou prayer, and shall set ourselves 2 to
pray that an answer may come. And this surely we may firmly believe: the Lord takes
delight in answering. It is a joy to Him when His people so enter into the name of
Jesus, and pray out of it, that He can give what they desire. (Acts. 125; 2 Corinthians
1:11; James 4:8; 5:16-17)

Children of God, havever young and weg you may still be, here is one of the
institutions prepared for you by the Lord Jesus Himself to supdy you with help in
prayer. Let every one make use of the prayer meding. Let every one go in a praying
and believing frame of mind, seeking the name and the presence of the Lord. Let every
one seek to live and pray with his brethren and sisters. And let every one exped surely
to see glorious answers to prayer.

Blessed Lord Jesus, who hast given us commandment to pray, as well in the
solitary inner chamber as in public fellowship with one ancther, let the one
habit always make the other more precious as complement and confirmation.
Let the inner chamber prepare us, and awaken the need for union with Thy
people in prayer. Let Thy presence there be our blessedness. And let
fellowship with Thy people strengthen us surely to expect and receive
answers. Amen.

1. There ae many places of our courtry where prayer medings might be agrea
blessng. A pious man or woman who shoud orce aweek or on Sabbath at mid-
day gather together the inhabitants on a farm-placeor the neighbous of two o
three places that are nat far from one another, might be ale to oltain grea
blessng. Let every believing reader of this portioninqure if there does not exist
in his neighbouhoodsome such need, and let him make abeginning in the name
of the Lord. Let me therefore eanestly put the question to every reader: Is there a
prayer-meding in your district? Do you faithfully take part in it? Do you knawv
what it is to come together with the dildren of God in the name of Jesus, to
experience His presence and His hearing of prayer?

2. Thereis abook, ‘The Hour of Prayer,” with suitable portions for reading out in
such gatherings. Or let this book, ‘The New Life,’ be taken, a portion read, and
some of the texts reviewed and spoken upon: this will give material for prayer.

3. ‘Will the prayer meding do no tarm to the inner chamber? is a question
sometimes asked. My experience is just the reverse of this result. The prayer
meding is a schod of prayer. The we& lean from more advanced petitioners.
Materia for prayer is given: oppatunity for self-seaching; encouragement to
more prayer.
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4. Would that it were more genera in prayer medings for people to spedk of definite
objeds for which to pray; things in which ore can definitely and trustfully look
out for an answer, and concerning which ore can knov when an answer comes.
Such announcements would greatly further unanimity and believing expectations.

* The Dutch version has - ‘and is set in a high room.’ - Translator
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XXXVI. THE FEAR OF THE LORD

“Blessed is the man thé&tareth the Lord. He shall not be afraid of evil
tidings. His heart is established, he shall not be afraid.” - Psalm 112:1, 7-8

“So the Church, walking in the fear of the Lord and in the
comfort of the Holy Ghost, was multiplied.” - Acts 9:31

The Scriptures use the word ‘fea’ in atwofold way. In some places it spe&s of ‘fea’
as mething wrong and sinful, and in the strongest terms it forbids us to ‘fea.’
(Genesis 15:1; Isaiah 813; Jeremiah 3240, Romans 8:15; 1 Peter 3:14; 1 John 418)
In well-nigh ore hunded paces occurs the word: ‘Fea nat.’” In many other places, on
the mntrary, fea is praised as one of the surest tokens of true godiness acceptable to
the Lord, and fruitful of blessng to us. (Psam 22:24, 26 3318, 1121; 11513
Proverbs 28:14) The people of God kea the name: those that fea the Lord. The
distinction betwixt these two lies in this smple fad: the one is unbelieving fea, the
other is believing. Where fea is foundconneded with ladk of trust in God, there it is
sinful and very hurtful. (Matthew 8:26; Revelation 219) The fea, onthe other hand,
that is couded with trust and hom in God, is for the spiritua life etirely
indispensable. The fea that has man and what is temporal for its obed, is
condemned. The fea that with childlike confidence and love honous the Father, is
commanded. (Psam 33:18; 147:11; Luke 12:4, 7) It is the believing, na dlavish, bu
filial, fea of the Lord that is presented by the Scriptures as a source of blessng and
power. He that feas the Lord will fea nothing else. The fea of the Lord will be the
beginning of al wisdom. The fea of the Lord is the sure way to the enjoyment of
God s favour and protedion. (Psalm 56.5, 12 Proverbs 1:7; 9:10; 10:27; 19:23; Acts.
9:31; 2 Corinthians 7:1)

There ae some Christians who by their uphkringing are led into the fea of the Lord,
even before they come to faith. Thisis a very grea blessng: parents can give a ¢ild
no greaer blessng than to bring him up in the fea of the Lord. When those who are
thus brought up are brought to faith, they have agrea advantage: they are, as it were,
prepared to walk in the joy of the Lord. When, onthe wntrary, others that have not
this preparation, come to conversion, they have need o speaal teating and vigilance,
in order to pray for and awaken this holy fear.

The dements of which this fea is composed are many and glorious. The principal are
the following:

There ae haly reverence and awe before the glorious majesty of God and kefore the
All Holy. These guard against the superficiaity that forgets who God is, and that takes
no pains to honou Him as God. (Job 426; Psaim 5:8; Isaiah 6.2, 5 Habakkuk 220;
Zechariah 2:3)

Thereisdeg humility that isafraid of itself, and coudes deep confidencein God with
an entire distrust in itself. Conscious weaknessthat knows the subitlety of its own heat
aways dreads doing anything contrary to the will or honou of God. But just because
he feas God, such an ore firmly redkons on Him for protedion. And this same
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humility inspires him in al his intercourse with his fellow-men. (Luke 182, 4
Romans 11:20; 1 Peter 3:5)

There is circumspedness or vigilance With hdy forethought, it seeks to knaw the
right path, to watch against the enemy, and to be guarded against al li ghtness or
hastiness in speed, resolve, and condwct. (Proverbs 2.5, 11 8:12-13; 13:33; 16.6;
Luke 1:74)

And there ae dso in it haly zed and courage in watching and striving. The fea of
displeasing the Lord by not condicting one's lf in everything as His srvant, incites
to being faithful in that which is least. The fea of the Lord takes all other fea away,
and gives inconcevable murage in the cetitude of victory. (Deuteronamy 6:2; Isaiah
12:2)

And ou of this fea is then ban joy. ‘Reoice with trembling:’ the fea of the Lord
givesjoy its depth and stability. Fea is the roat, joy the fruit: the deeer the fea, the
higher the joy. On this acourt it is said: ‘Ye that fea the Lord praise Him;’ * Ye that
fear the Lord, bless the Lord.” (Psalm 22:24; 135:20)

Y ourg disciples of Christ, hea the voice of your Father, ‘Fea the Lord, ye His saints.’
Let dee fea of the Lord and dead of all that might displease or grieve Him, fill you.
Then shall you rever have ay evil to fea. He that feas the Lord and seeks to doall
that pleases Him, for him shall God also doall that he desires. The dildlike believing
fea of God will |ead you into the love and joy of God, while slavish, unk&lieving,
cowardly fear is utterly cast out.

O my God, unite my heart for the fear of Thy name. May | always be amongst
those that fear the Lord, that hope in His mercy. Amen.

1. What are some of the blessngs of the fea of God? (Psalm 31:20; 11513; 127:11;
145:19; Proverbs 1, 7, 8, 13, 14, 27; Acts 10:35)

2. What are the reassons why we ae to fea God? (Deuteronamy 10:17, 2021;
Joshua 4:24; 1 Samuel 12:24; Jeremiah 522, 10:6-7; Matthew 10:28; Revelation
15:4)

3. Itisespedaly the knowledge of God in His greaness power, and glory that will
fill the soul with fea. But for this end, we must set ourselves slent before Him,
and take time for our soul to come under the impression of His majesty.

4. ‘Hedelivered mefrom all my feas.” Doesthis apply to every different sort of fea
by which you are hindered? There is the fea of man (Isaiah 4112-13; Hebrews
13:16); the fea of heavy tria (Isaiah 4Q1-2); the fea of our own wedkness
(Isaiah 4110); fea for the work of God (1 Chronicles 28:20); the fea of deah
(Psalm 23:4).

5. Do you nov understand the word: ‘Blessd is the man that feas the Lord. His
heart is established, he shall not be afraid’?
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XXXVII. UNDIVIDED CONSECRATION

“And Ittai answered, As the Lord liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be,
whether for death or for life, even there also will thy servant be.” - 2 Samuel 15:21

“Whosoever he be of you thanounceth not all that he
hath, he can not be My disciple.” - Luke 14:33

“Come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch no unclean
thing; and | will receive you, and will be to you a Father.” - 2 Corinthians 6:17-18

“Yea verily, and | count all things to be loss for Christ Jesus my Lord.” - Philippians 3:8

We have drealy said that surrender to the Lord is omething that for the Christian
always obtains newer and ceegoer significance When this takes place he amomes to
understand hav this surrender involves nothing lessthan a mmplete and undvided
conseaation to live only, aways, whaly for Jesus. as entirely as the temple was
dedicaed to the service of God alone, so that every one knew that it existed only for
that purpose; as entirely as the offering on the dtar could be used orly acwrding to
the mommand d God, and no o had aright to dspase of one portion d it otherwise
than God had said: so entirely do you kelong to your Lord, and so undvided must
your conseaation to Him be. God continually reminded Israd that He had redeaned
them to be His posssson. (Exodus 19:4-5; Leviticus 1:8-9; Deuteronamy 7:6;
Romans 12:1; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17) Let us see what this implies.

Thereis persond attachment to Jesus, and intercourse with Him in seaet. He will be,
He must be, the beloved, the desire, the joy of our souls. It is nat, in the first instance,
to the service of God, bu to Jesus as our Friend and King, ou Redeaner and God,
that we aeto be mnseaated. (John 1421; 15:14-15; 21:17; Gaatians 2:10) It isonly
the spiritual impulse of a personal cordial love that can set usin a condtion for alife
of complete @nseaation. Continually did Jesus use the words. ‘For My sake,
‘Follow Me,” My disciple’; He Himsalf must be the central point. (Matthew 10:32-
33, 3738, 40 Luke 14:26-27, 33 18:22) He gave Himsdlf: to desire to have Him, to
love, to depend on Him, is the characteristic of a disciple.

Then there is pulic confesson. What has been given to any one, that he will have
adknowledged by al as his property. His possessons are his glory. When the Lord
Jesus manifests His grea graceto a soul in redeaming it, He desires that the world
shoud see ad know it: He would be known and honoued as its proprietor. He
desires that every one that belongs to Him shoud confess Him, and that it shoud
come out that Jesus is King. (Exodus 33:16; Joshua 24:15; John 1335) Apart from
this pulic confesgon, the surrender is but a half-heated ore. As a part of this pulic
confesgon, it isaso required that we shoud join His people and adknowledge them as
our people. The one new commandment that the Lord gave, the sure token by which
al shoud reagnize that we ae His disciples, is brotherly love. Although the dildren
of Godin alocdity are few, or despised, a full of imperfedion, yet do youjoin them.
Love them: hald intercourse with them. Attach yourself to them in prayer medings
and aherwise. Love them fervently: brotherly love has wonderful power to open the
heat for the love and the indwelling of God. (Ruth 1:16; John 1512; Romans 7:5; 1
Corinthians 12:20-21; Ephesians 4:14, 16; 1 Peter 1:22)
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To complete mnseaation, there dso belongs sparation from sin and the world.
Touch na the unclean thing. Know that the world is under the power of the Evil One.
Ask na how much o it you can retain withou being lost. Ask nat always what is sn
andwhat islawful. Even of that which islawful, the Christian must oftentimes make a
willi ng renurciation, in order to be ale to live whaly for his God. (1 Corinthians
8:13; 9:25, 27 10:23, 2 Corinthians 6:16-17; 2 Timothy 2:4) Abstinence eszen from
lawful things is often indispensable for the full imitation o the Lord Jesus. Live &
one who is redly separated for God and His haliness He who renources everything,
who counts everything loss for Jesus sake, shall even in this life recave an
hundedfold. (Genesis 22.16-17; 2 Chronicles 25.9; Luke 1829, John 1224-25;
Philippians 3:8)

And what | separate from everything, | will use. Entire cnseaation hes its eye upon
making us useful and fit for God and His service Let there not be with you the least
doult as to whether God hes need dof you, and will make you a grea blessng. Only
give yourself unreservedly into His hands. Present yourself to Him, that He may fill
you with His blessing, His love, His Spirit: you shall be a blessing. (2 Timothy 2:21)

Let no ore fea that this demand for a mmplete mnseaationistoo hgh for him. You
are not under the law which demands, bu gives no paver. You are under grace which
itself works what it requires. (2 Corinthians 9:8; 2 Thesslonians 1:11-12) Like the
first surrender, so is every fresh dedication yielded to this Jesus, whom the Father has
given to doall things for you. Conseaationisadeed o faith, apart of the glorious life
of faith. It is on this acourt that you have to say: It isnat |, bu the graceof God in
me, that will doit. | live only by faith in Him who works in me a well the willi ng as
the performance. (1 Corinthians 15:10; Galatians 2:20; Philippians 2:13)

Blessd Lord, open the eys of my heart that | may seehow completely Thou
wouldst have me for Thyself. Be Thou in the hidden depths of my heart the
one power that kegxs me occupied, and hdds me in passesson. Let all know
of me that Thou at my King, that | ask only for Thy will. In my separation
from the world, in my surrender to Thy people and to Thy will, let it be
manifest that | am wholly, yea, wholly, the Lord’s. Amen.

1. Thereiswéll-nigh no pant of the Christian life in conredion with which | shoud
more desire to urge you to pray to God that He may enlighten your eyes, than this
of the entire wnseaation that God desires. In myself and ahers, | discover that
with ou own thoughts we can form no conception hav completely God Himself
would take possesson d our will andlivein us. The Holy Spirit must reved this
in us. Only then indeed daes a wnwiction arise of how littl e we understand this.
We ae nat to think: | seetruly how entirely | must live for God, bu | can na
acomplish this: no,we aeto say: | am still blind, | have still no view of what is
the glory of alifein which Godisdl: if | shoud orce seethat, | would strongly
desire and believe that, not I, but God, should work it in me.

2. Let there not be in your mind the least doult as to whether you have given
yourself to God, to live whaly and orly as His. Express this conviction dten
before Him. Acknowledge that you do no yet seeor understand what it means,
but abide by this, that you desire it to be so. Redkon onthe Holy Spirit to sed

91



you, to stamp you as God's entire possesson. Even if you stumble and dscover
self-will , hdd fast your integrity, and trustfully aver that the deep, firm choice of
your heart is in all things, in all things, to live to God.

Kegy always before your eyes that the power to give dl to the Lord, and to be dl
for the Lord, arises from the fad that He has given al for you, that He is all for
you. Faith in what He did for you is the power of what you do for Him.
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XXXVII. ASSURANCE OF FAITH

“Looking unto the promise of God, Abraham wavered not through unbelief,
but waxed strong through faith, giving glory to God, and being fully assured
that, what He had promised, He was able also to perform.” - Romans 4:20-21

“My little children, let us not love in word, neither with the tongue; but in deed and truth. Hereby shall
we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our heart before Him.” - 1 John 3:18,19

“And hereby we know that He abideth in us, by the Spirit which He gave us.” - 1 John 3:24

Every child of God hes neal of the asaurance of faith: the full certitude of faith that
the Lord has receved hm and made him His child. The Holy Scripture dways ge&s
to Christians as those that know that they are redeamed, that they are now children of
God, and that they have receved eternal life. (Deuteronamy 26:27-28; Isaiah 445;
Galatians 4:7; 1 John 512) How, pray, can a child love or serve his father, while heis
uncertain whether his father will redly acknowledge him as a dild? We have drealy
spoken onthis point in a previous chapter; but oftentimes by ignorance or distrust a
Christian again comes into darkness for this reason we will now ded with it once
again of set purpose.

Scripture names threethings by which we have our certitude: first, faith in the word;
after thatworks;and then, in and with both of thetiee Holy Spirit.

First, faith in the word. Abraham is to us the grea exemplar of faith, and also o the
aswrance of faith. And what then says the Scripture @ou the cetitude that he had?
He was fully asaured that what God hed promised He was able dso to perform. His
expedation was only from God, and what God haed promised. He relied uponGod to
dowhat He had said: the promise of God was for him his only but sufficient asurance
of faith. (John 3:33, 5:24; Acts 27:25; Romans 4:21-22; 1 John 5:10-11)

There ae many young Christians who think that faith in the word is not sufficient to
give full certitude: they would fain have something more. They imagine that
aswurance, a sure inward feding or conwviction, is what is given abowve or outside of
faith This is wrong. As | have nead of nothing more than the word of a trustworthy
man to give me complete cetitude, so must the word of God ke my certitude. People
err becaise they seek something in themselves and in their feding. No: the whale of
salvation comes from God: the soul must not be occupied with itself or its work, bu
with God: he that forgets himself to hea what God says, and to rely uponHis promise
as mething worthy of credit, has in this fad the full est asaurance of faith. (Numbers
23:19; Psam 89:35) He does nat doult the promises, but is grong in faith, giving God
the glory, and being fully assured that what was promised God is also able to perform.

Then the Scripture names aso works: by unfeigned love we shall asaure our heats. (1
John 318-19) Here caefully observe this: asaurance by faith in the promise, withou
works, comes first. The godess man who recaves grace knows this only from the
word. But then, later on, assuranceisto follow from works. ‘ By works was faith made
perfed.” (John 1510, 14 Galatians 5:6; James 2:22; 1 John 314) The treeis planted
in faith; withou fruits. But when the time of fruit arrives, and nofruit appeas, then |
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may doult. The more dealy | at the outset hald the asaurance of faith, withou works,
on the word alone, the more certainly shall works follow.

And bdh - asaurance by faith and by works - come by the Spirit. Not by the word
aone, and nd by works as mething that | myself do, bu by the word as the
instrument of the Spirit, and by works as the fruit of the Spirit, has a child of God the
heavenly certification that he is the Lord’s. (John 4:13; Romans 8:13-14; 1 John 3:24)

O let us believe in Jesus as our life, and abide in Him, and assurance of faith shall
never be lacking to us.

O my Father, teach me to find my assurance of faith in a life with Thee, in
cordial reliance upon Thy promises, and in cordial obedience to Thy
commands. Let Thy Holy Spirit also witness with my spirit that | am a child of
God. Amen.

1. The importance of the aswurance of faith lies in the fad, that | can na possbly
love or serve & a diild a God d whom | do nd know whether He loves and
acknowledges me as His child.

2. Thewhde Bibleis one gred proof for the asaurance of faith. Just becaise it thus
spedks of itself, it is nat always named. Abraham and Moses knew well that God
had receved them: otherwise they could na serve or trust Him. Israd knew that
God hed redeemed them: for this reason they had to serve God. How much more
must this be the cae in the greder redemption o the New Testament? All the
Epistles are written to men of whom it is presuppased that they know and confess
that they are redeemed, holy children of God.

3. Faith and oledience ae inseparable, as root and fruit. First, there must be the
root, and the roat must have time withou fruits; then later on come surely the
fruits: first assurance withou fruits by living faith in the word; then, further
aswrance from fruits. It is in a life with Jesus that asaurance of faith is exalted
firmly above all doubt.

4. Asarance of faith is much helped by confesson. What | express beaomes from
me more evident; | am bound and confirmed by it.

5. Itisat thefed of Jesus, looking up into His friendly countenance, listening to His
loving promises, it is in intercourse with Jesus Himsef in prayer, that all
doubtfulness of mind falls away. Go thither for the full assurance of faith.
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XXXIX.CONFORMITY TO JESUS

“Foreordained to be conformed to the image of His Son.” - Romans 8:29

“I have given you an example, that ye also should do as | have done to you.” - John 13:15

The Bible speaks of atwofold conformity, atwofold likeness that we bear. We may be
conformed to the world or to Jesus. The one excludes and drives out the other.
Conformity to Jesus, where it is sought, will be secretly prevented by conformity to
the world more than anything else. And conformity to the world can be overcome by
nothing but conformity to Jesus.

Y oung Christian, the new life of which you have become partaker isthe life of God in
heaven. In Christ that life is revealed and made visible. What the workings and fruits
of eterna life were in Jesus, they shall aso be in you: in His life you get to see what
eternal life will work in you. It can not be otherwise: if for this end you surrender
yourself unreservedly to Jesus and the dominion of eternal life, it will bring forth in
you awak of wonderful conformity to that of Jesus. (Matthew 20:27-28; Luke 6:40;
John 6:57; 1 John 2:6; 4:17)

To the true imitation of Jesus in His example and growth in inward conformity to
Him, two things especially are necessary. These are a clear insight that | am really
called to this, and a firm trustthat it is possible for me.

One of the greatest hindrances in the spiritua life is that we do not know, that we do
not see, what God desires that we should be. (Matthew 22:19; Luke 24:16; 1
Corinthians 3:1-2; Hebrews 5:11-12) Our understanding is still so little enlightened,
we have still so many of our own human thoughts and imaginations about the true
service of God, we know so little of waiting for the Spirit who alone can teach us. We
do not acknowledge that even the clearest words of God do not have for us the
meaning and power that God desires. And so long as we do not spiritually discern
what likeness to Jesus is, and how utterly we are called to live like Him, there can be
but little said of true conformity. Would that we could only conceive our need of a
special heavenly instruction on this point. (1 Corinthians 2:12-13; Ephesians 1:17-18)

Let us for this end earnestly examine the Scriptures in order to know what God says
and desires about our conformity to Christ. (John 13:15; 15:10, 12; 27:18; Ephesians
5:2; Philippians 2:5; Colossians 3:18) Let us unceasingly ponder such words of
Scripture, and keep our heart in contact with them. Let it remain fixed with us that we
have given ourselves wholly to the Lord, to be all that He desires. And let us trustfully
pray that the Holy Spirit would inwardly enlighten us and bring usto afull view of the
life of Jesus so far as that can be seen in abeliever. (1 Corinthians 11:1; 2 Corinthians
3:18) The Spirit will convince us that we, no less than Jesus, are absolutely called to
live only for the will and glory of the Father: to be in the world even as Heis.

The other thing that we have need of is the belief that it is really possible for us with
some measure of exactness to bear the image of our Lord. Unbelief is the cause of
impotence. We put this matter otherwise. Because we are powerless, we think we dare
not believe that we can be conformed to our Lord. This thought is in conflict with the
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word of God.Wedo nd haveit in our own power to cary ourselves after the image of
Jesus. No: He is our head and ou life. He dwells in us, and will have His life work
from within, ouwards, with divine power, through the Holy Spirit. (John 1423; 2
Corinthians 13:3; Ephesians 3:17-18)

Y et thiscan na be gart from our faith. Faith is the cnsent of the heat, the surrender
to Him to work, the reception d Hisworking. ‘Beit unto you acarding to your faith,
is one of the fundamental laws of the kingdom of God. (Zedchariah 86; Matthew 8:29;
Luke 1:37, 45 28:27; Galatians 2:20) It is something incredible what a power unbeli ef
has to hinder the working and the blessng of the Almighty God. The Christian who
would be partaker of conformity to Christ must spedally cherish the firm trust that
this blessng is within his read, is entirely within the range of possbility. He must
lean to look to Jesus as Him to whom he by the graceof God Almighty can, in his
measure, be redly conformable. He must believe that the same Spirit that was in Jesus
isalso in him; that the same Father that led and strengthened Jesus aso watches over
him; that the same Jesus that lived on eath now lives in hm. He must cherish the
strong asaurancethat this ThreeOne God is at work in changing him into the image of
the Son. (John 14:19; 17:19; Romans 8:2; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Ephesians 1:19-20)

He that believes this sal receve it. It will not be withou much prayer: it will require
espedaly converse, ceaelessintercourse with God and Jesus. Yet he that desires it
and is willing to give time and sacrifice to it, certainly receives it.

Son of God, Effulgence of the glory of God, the very image of His substance, |
must be changed into Thine image. In Thee | see the image and the likeness of
God in which we are created, in which we are by Thee created anew. Lord
Jesus, let conformity to Thee be the one desire, the one hope of my soul.
Amen.

1. Conformity to Jesus. we think that we understand the word: but how little do we
comprehend that God redly expeds we shoud live even as Jesus. It requires
much time with Him, in prayer and pond¥ing of His example, at al rightly to
concave it. The writer of these precepts has written a book onthis theme, has
often spoken o it, and yet he sometimes feds as if he must cry out: Is it redly
true? Has God indeed called us to live even as Jesus?

2. ‘Like Jesus: Thoughts on the image of the Son d God and ou conformity to
Him,’ isthetitle of abookin which the various feaures of the image of Jesus and
the sure way of receiving them are set forth.

3. Conformity to the world is drengthened espedally by intercourse with it: It isin
intercourse with Jesus that we shall adopt His mode of thinking, His disposition,
His manners.

4. The dief feaure of the life of Jesusisthis: He surrendered Himself whally to the
Father in behaf of men. This is the dief feaure of conformity to Him: the
offering up of ourselves to God for the redemption and blessing of the lost.

5. The dief feaure His inner disposition was - chil dlikeness absolute dependence
on the Father, grea willi ngnessto be taught, cheaful preparednessto dothe will
of the Father. Be specially like Him in this.
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XL.CONFORMITY TO THEWORLD

“I beseech you, brethren, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God. And
be not fashioned according to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” - Romans 12:1-2

Be nat conformed to this world. But what is conformity to the world? The oppasite of
conformity to Jesus: for Jesus and the world stand dredly oppcsed to eat ather. The
world crucified Him. He and His disciples are not of the world. The spirit of this
world can na recave the Spirit of God, for it sees Him not and knavs Him nat. (John
14:17; 17:14, 16; 1 Corinthians 2:6, 8)

And what is the spirit of this world? The spirit of this world is the disposition that
animates mankind in their natural condtion, where the Spirit of God hes naot yet
renewed them. The spirit of this world comes from the Evil One, who is the prince of
thisworld, and has dominion ower all that are nat renewed by the Spirit of God. (John
14:30; 16:11; 1 Corinthians 2:12)

And in what does the spirit of this world, a conformity to it, manifest itself? The
word o God gives the answer: *All that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the
lust of the eyes, and the vainglory of life, is nat of the Father, bu is of the world.” The
craving for pleasure or the desire to enjoy the world; the aaving for property, or the
desire to passessthe world; the aaving for glory, or the desire to be honoued in the
world: these are the three chief forms of the spirit of the world. (1 John 2:15-16)

And these three ae one in root and essence The spirit of this world is, that man
makes himself his own end: he makes himself the central point of the world: al
credion, so far as he has power over it, must serve him; he seeks hislifein the visible.
This is the spirit of the world: to seek one’s =if and the visible. (John 544) And the
Spirit of Jesus:. to live nat for one’s &lf and nd for the visible, bu for God and the
things that are invisible. (2 Corinthians 4:18; 5:7-15)

It isavery terrible and serious thought that once can carry on a busy fashionable life,
free from manifest sin ar unrighteousness and yet remain in the friendship o the
world, and thereby in enmity against God. (James 4:4)

Where the cae for the eathly, for what we ed and what we shoud drink, for what we
possess or may still get into passsesson, for what we can have brought forth in the
eath and made to increese, isthe diief element in ou life, there we ae @mnformed to
this world. It is a terrible and a very serious thought that one can maintain to all
appeaance aChristian life and think that one is trusting in Christ, while yet one is
living with the world for self and the visible. (Matthew 6:32-33) For this reason the
command comes to al Christians with grea emphasis. Be @mnformed, nd to this
world, but to Jesus.

And hav can |, for this end, come to be not conformed to the world? Real ou text
over again with consideration: we real there two things. Observe what goes before. It
is those that have presented their bodes to God as a saaifice on the dtar that have it
said to them: Be nat conformed to the world. Offer yourself to God - that is
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conformity to Jesus; live every day as one that is offered upto God, crucified in Christ
to the world: then you shall not be conformed to the world. (Galatians 6:14)

Observe dso what foll ows: Be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is the perfed will of God. There must be acontinuous growing renewal of
our mind. This takes placeby the Holy Spirit, when we let ourselves be led by Him.
Then we lean to judge spiritually of what is acording to the will of God and what is
acording to the spirit of the world. A Christian who strives after the progressve
renewa of his whole mind shall not be conformed to the world: the Spirit of God
makes him conformed to Jesus. (2 Corinthians 6:14, 16 Ephesians 5:17; Hebrews
5:14)

Christians, pray, do lelieve that Jesus has obtained for you the power to overcome the
world, with its deg hidden seductions to living for ourselves. Believe this: believein
Him as Victor: and you also have the victory. (John 16:33; 1 John 5:4-5)

Precious Lord, we have presented ourselves to Thee as living sacrifices. We
have offered up ourselves to God. We are not of the world, even as Thou art
not of the world. Lord, let our mind be enlightened by the renewing of the
Holy Ghost, that we may rightly see what the spirit of thisworld is. And let it
be seen in us that we are not of thisworld, but are conformed to Jesus. Amen.

1. Worldly pleasures. Is dancing sin? What harm is there in paying billi ards? Why
may a Christian na go to the play? One has smetimes wished that there were in
the Scriptures adistinct law to forbid such things. God hes intentionally nat given
this. If there were such a law, it would make men orly externally pious. God
would pu ead ore upon tria whether his inner disposition is worldly or
heavenly. Pray, lean Romans 12:1,2 by heat, and ask the Spirit of God to make
it living in you. The Christian who dfers himsef up to God, and kecomes
transformed by the renewing of the mind to prove the perfed will of God, will
spedily lean whether he may dance or play billi ards. The Christian whois afraid
only of hell, bu not of conformity to the world, can na seewhat the Spirit of God
gives His children to see.

2. Itisremarkable that the trinity of the god d this world, in John's Epistle, is e
as well in the temptation in Paradise as in that of the Lord Jesus.

e Thelust of the flesh:
The woman saw that the tree was good for food.
Command that those stones become bread.
e Thelust of the eyes:
And that it was a delight to the eyes.
The devil showeth Him al the kingdoms of the world.
e Andthevainglory of life.
And that the tree was to be desired to make one wise.
Cast Thyself down.

3. Consider what | say to you: It is only conformity to Jesus that will keep out
conformity to the world. Let conformity to Jesus be the study, the endeavour of
your soul.
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XLI. THE LORD’S DAY

“And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it: because that in it
He rested from all His work which God had created.” - Genesis 2:3

“On that day, the first day of the week, Jesus came and stood in the
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.” - John 20:19

“I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day.” - Revelation 1:10

Man abides under the law of time. He must have time for what he would do @ obtain.
In a wonderful way God gives him time for intercourse with Himself. One day in
seven God separated for fellowship with Himself.

The grea objed of God s gift of thisday is sid to be, that it may serve & atoken that
God desires to sanctify man. (Exodus 31:13, 17 Ezekiel 20:12, 20 Endeavour, pray,
to uncerstand well that word *haly:’ it is one of the most important words in the Bible.
God is the Holy One: that alone is haly to which God communicaes His haliness by
reveding Himself thereby. We know that the temple was hady, becaise God dwvelt
there. God had taken passesson d it. He gave Himself to dwell there. So would God
also sanctify man, take passesgon d him, fill him with Himself, with His own life,
His dispasition, His hainess For this end, God took passsson d the seventh day,
appropriating it to Himself: He sanctified it. And He cdls man also to sanctify it, and
to acknowledge it as the Lord's day, the day of the Lord’'s presence and spedal
working. He that does this, that sanctifies this day, shall, as God has promised, be
sanctified by Him. (Read with attention Exodus 31:12-17, especially verse 13.)

God Hessd the seventh day by sanctifying it. The blessng of God is the power of
life, lodged by Him in anything, whereby it has a result full of blessng. Grass and
cdtle, and man He blessed with power to multiply. (Genesis 1:22, 28 22:17) And so
He lodged in the seventh day a power to bless the promise that every one that
sanctifies this day shall be sanctified and Hessed by it. We must acaistom ourselves
aways to think o the Sabbath as a blessed day, that certainly brings blessng. The
blessing bound up with it is very great. (Isaiah 46:4, 7; 48:13-14)

Thereis gill athird word that is used of the institution d the Sabbath: ‘God rested on
the seventh day,” and, as it stands in Exodus, ‘was refreshed’ or gladdened. God
would sanctify and Hessus, by introducing us into His rest. He would bring us to see
that we ae not to buden ouseves with ou caes and wedkness we ae to rest in
Him, in His finished work, in His rest, which He takes because dl is in order. This
rest is not the outward cessation d employments; no: it is the rest of faith, by which
we ceae from our works as God dd from His, because dl i sfinished. Into this rest we
enter by faith in the finished work of Jesus, in surrender to be sanctified by God.
(Hebrews 4:3, 10)

Because Jesus finished the seaond credion in His resurredion, and we, by the power
of His resurredion, enter into life and rest, the seventh day is changed to the first day
of the week. There is no spedfic statement on this point: under the New Testament,
the Spirit takes the placeof the law. The Spirit of the Lord led His disciples to the
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cdebration d thisday. It was the day, na only onwhich the Lord was raised, bu also
on which, in al likelihood, the Spirit was poued ou: not only on which the Lord
manifested Himself during the forty days, bu on which the Spirit also spedally
worked (John 20:1, 19, 26; Acts. 1:8; 20:7: 1 Corinthians 26:2; Revelation 1:10)

The chief lessons that we have to learn about this day are the following:

The principa aim of the Sabbath is to make you hdy, as Godis hay. God would have
you hdy: this is glory, this is blessedness this is His blessng, this His rest. God
would have you hdy, filled with Himself and His hdiness (Exodus 2943, 45
Ezekiel 37:27-28; 1 Peter 1:15-16)

In ader to sanctify you, God must have you with Him, in His presence ad
fellowship. You are to come avay from al your struggling and working to rest with
Him: to rest quietly, withou exertion a anxiety, in the cetitude that the Son hes
finished everything, that the Father cares for you in everything, that the Spirit will
work everything in you. In the haly rest of asoul that is converted to God, that is slent
towards God, that remains slent before His presenceto hea what God spe&s in him,
that rekons upon God to achieve dl, God can reved Himsef. (Psaim 522, 6
Habakkuk 2:20; Zechariah 2:13; John 19:30) It is thus that He sanctifies us.

We sanctify the day of rest, first by withdrawa from al externa business and
distradion; but then espedally by employing it as God's day, belonging to the Lord,
for what He destined it, fellowship with Himself.

Take heed, onthe other hand, that you do nd use the day of rest only as a day for the
pulic observance of divine worship. It is espedaly in private persona intercourse
that God can bessand sanctify you. In the church, the understanding is kept adive,
and you have the ordinances of preading, unted prayer and paise, to ke you
occupied. But we do nd there dways know whether the heat is redly deding with
God, istaking delight in Him. This takes placein solitude. O, acaistom yourself, then,
to be done with the Lord your God. Not only spe& to Him: let Him spe&k to you: let
your heat be the temple in whase haly silence His voice is head. Rest in God: then
will God say of your heart: This is my rest, here will | dwell. (Psalm 122:13-14)

Y ourg Christian, set gred store by the haly, the blessed day of rest. Long for it. Thank
God for it. Keep it very hay. And, abowe dl, let it be aday of inner fell owship with
your God, of a living converse with His love.

Holy God, | thank Thee for the holy day which Thou givest me as a token that
Thou wilt sanctify me. Lord God, it is Thou who didst sanctify the day by
taking it for Thyself: sanctify me in like manner by taking me for Thyself.
Teach me so to enter into Thy rest, so to find my rest in Thy love, that my
whole soul shall be silent before Thee, in order that Thou mayest make
Thyself and Thy love known in me. And |et every Sabbath be to me a foretaste
of the eternal rest with Thee. Amen.

1. The Sabbath was the first of al the means of grace instituted even before the
Fall. You can not see too high a value upon it.
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Observe how spedally the Three One God hes reveded Himself uponthe day of
rest. The Father rested onthis day. The Son rose from the dead uponit. The Spirit
sanctified this day by His geda workings. You may on this day exped the
fellowship and the powerful workings of the Three-One.

What is meant by the word ‘haly’ ? Of what is the day of rest atoken, acerding to
Exodus 31:13? How did God sanctify the day of rest? How does He sanctify us?
There aein this courtry peauliar difficultiesin the way of the quiet cdebration o
the day of rest in a vill age, where the church is often very full. Yet one ca lay
aside that which is unrecessary and receve the influx of company. We can fix an
hour in which there shall be reading and singing.

It is a matter of grea importanceto bring up children aright, for the sanctification
of the Sabbath day, by avoiding worldly society and conversation, by acaistoming
them to read something that may be useful for them. For the younger children,
there shoud be in every place aSabbath schod. For the older children, it would
be well to come together in conredion with such a bookas this, every one with a
Bible, and to review texts.

There is no ketter day than the Lord's day for doing good to body and soul. Let
the works of Satan onthis day come to an end, and work for the heahen and the
ignorant be carried forward.

The principal point is this: the day of rest is the day of God's rest, of rest in and
with God, and d intercourse with Him. It is God that will sanctify us. He does
this by taking possession of us.

101



XLIlI.HOLY BAPTISM

“Go ye therefore, and make disciples * of all the nations, baptizing them into
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever | commanded you.” - Matthew 28:19

“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.’ - Mark 26:16

In these words of the institution d baptism, we find its meaning comprehended asin a
summary. Theword ‘teady’ means: ‘make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them.’
The believing disciple, as he is baptized in the water, is also to be baptized o
introduced into the name of the Three One God. By the name of the Father, the new
birth and life & a dild in the love of the Father are seaured to him: (Galatians 3:26-
27, 4.6-7) by the name of the Son, participation in the forgivenessof sins and the life
that isin Christ: (Colossans 2:12) by the name of the Holy Spirit, the indwelli ng and
progressve renewal of the Spirit. (Titus 2:5-6) And every baptized believer must
aways look upon lptism as his entrance into a cvenant with the Three One God,
and as a pledge that the Father, the Son, and the Spirit will i n course of time do for
him all that they have promised. It requires alife-long study to know and enjoy all the
blessing that is presented in baptism.

In ather passages of Scripture the thricetwo-fold blessng is again set forth separately:
thus we find bound upvith it the new birth required to make a dild of God.‘Except a
man be born of water and the Sprit, he can na enter into the kingdom of God. The
baptized dsciple has in God a Father, and he has to live & a dild in the love of this
Father. (John 3:3, 5)

Then, again, baptism is brought more diredly into connedion with the redemption
that is in Christ. Consequently, the first and simplest representation d it is the
forgiveness or washing away of sins. Forgivenessis aways the gateway or entrance
into al blesgng: hence baptism is aso the saaament of the beginning of the Christian
life; but of abeginning that is maintained through the whale life. It is on this acourt
that in Romans 6 baptism is represented as the seaet of the whale of sanctificaion,
the entrance into alife in unon with Jesus. ‘Or are ye ignorant that all we who were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His deah? And then follows in verses
4-11,the more predse eplanation d what it isto be baptized into the deah of Jesus,
and to arise out of this with Him for a new life in Him. This is elsewhere very
powerfully comprehended in this one word: ‘As many of you as were baptized into
Christ did pu on Christ.” Thisaoneistheright life of a baptized dsciple: he has put
on Christ. (Romans 6:3-4; Galatians 3:27, Colosgans 2:12) As one is plunged into
water and passes under it, so is the believing confessor baptized into the deah of
Christ, in order then to live and walk clothed with the new life of Christ.

Andthere ae other passages where again there is conneded with baptism the promise
of the Spirit, na only as the Spirit of regeneration, bu as the gift bestowed from
heaven upon laievers for indwelli ng and seding, for progressve renewal. ‘He saved
us through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghaost, which He
poued ou upon wsrichly.” Renewal is here the adivity of the Spirit, whereby the new
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lifethat is planted in the new birth penetrates our whole being, so that al our thinking
and doing is sanctified by Him. (Romans 12:2; Ephesians 4:23; Titus 2:5-6)

Andall thisrich blessng which liesin baptism isrecaved by faith. ‘He that beli eveth,
and is baptized, shall be saved.” Baptism was not only a confesson onman’s part of

the faith that he whowould be adisciple dready had, bu equally on God's part a sed

for the confirmation d faith, a cvenant token in which the whaole treasury of grace
lay open, to be enjoyed throughou life. As often as a baptized believer sees a baptism
administered, a refleds uponit, it isto be to hm an encouragement to pressby an
over-growing faith into the full li fe of salvation that the Three One desires to work in
him. The Holy Spirit is given to appropriate within us all the love of the Father and all

the graceof the Son. The believing candidate for baptism is baptized into the deah of

Christ, has put on Christ: the Holy Spirit is in him to give him al this as his daily
experience. (Ephesians 4:14-15; Colossians 2:16)

Lord God, make Thy holy baptism always operative in my soul as the
experience that | am baptized into the death of Christ. And let Thy people
everywhere understand by Thy Spirit what rich blessing lies thrown open in
the baptism of their children. Amen.

And what are we now to think of Infant Baptism? With the asaurance that those who
cleare only to God s word, namely, the Baptists, will say to us: You can nd adduce a
single passage in Scripture where the baptism of little children is spoken of.

Our answer is that this is thoroughly taught us in Scripture, na indeed by separate
texts, bu by its whale tenor. The reason why the Lord Jesus did na name cildren
spedaly, was that this was atogether unrecessary. From the time of Abraham
onwards God hed engrained it in His people, that in His covenant He dways redkoned
parents and chil dren together. He deds, na with separate individuals aone, but with
househdlds: the faith of a father held good for the dild, so long as the diild dd na
violate the covenant.

1. In Abraham, Isaacobtained part; in every father amongst the people of Israd his
child oltained pert in the mvenant between Me and theg and thy seed after thee
to be a God unto thee, and thy seed after thee.’ (Genesis 17:7.)

2. Even so in conredion with the Pasover, it was ordained that, when a stranger
would join the people, al his males shoud be drcumcised. (Exodus 12.48) Up to
the time of Christ it was unguestionably the cae that, when any one belonged to
the people of God a desired to become atadhed to them, his littl e dildren were
recaved along with him. If the Lord had desired to change this, a very express
injunction was needed for the purpose.

3. How expresdy did the Lord Jesus dedare of children: *Of such is the kingdom of
God. And uncer the kingdom shoud he not have a a Christian the privil ege that
he had as a Jew? Yes: the mvenant of Abraham is gill confirmed from child to
child.

4. The aswer of Paul to the goal-kegoer confirms the continuance of what God hed
instituted: ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.’
Although there were no children in that house, this promise cnfirms the principle
that God deals, not merely with individuals, but with households.
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5. ‘Therefore ae your children hdy.” Sincethe dild itself is hdly, it has of itself a
right to the holy token of the covenant.

* The Dutch version, like our Authorised, has ‘teach’ here.
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XLIl. THE LORD’S SUPPER

“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread

which we break, is it not a communion of the body of Christ?” - 1 Corinthians 10:16

“He that eateth My flesh andrinketh My blood abideth in Me, and I in him.
He thateateth Me, he also shall live because of Me.” - John 6:56-57

All life has nead of food it is sustained by nouishment which it takes in from
withou. The heavenly life must have heavenly food nothing lessthan Jesus Himself
isthe bread o life: ‘He that eaeth Me shall live by Me.” (Psalm 42:3; Matthew 4.4;
John 6:51)

This heavenly food, Jesus, is brought nea to usin two of the means of grace the word
and the Lord’s Supper. The word comes to present Jesus to us from the side of the
intelleaual life, by our thoughts. The Lord’s Supper comes in like manner to present
Jesus to us from the side of the emotiond life, by the physicd senses. Man hes a
doule nature: he has girit and bod. Redemption kegins with the spirit, but it would
also penetrate to the body, (Romans 8:23; 1 Corinthians 6:13, 15, 1920; Phili ppians
3:21) Redemptionis nat complete until this mortal body aso shall sharein glory. The
Supper is the pledge that the Lord will also change our body of humiliation and make
it like His own glorified bod/ by the working whereby He subdues al things to
Himself. It is not smply because dl that is corpored is more dea and intelli gible for
us, that the Lord gives Himself in the bread o the Supper. No: by the body, Scripture
often understands the whole man. In the Supper, Christ would take possesson d the
whae man, bod/ and soul, to renew and sanctify it by the power of His haly body and
blood. Even His body shares in His glory: even His body is communicaed by the
Holy Spirit. Even ou body is fed with His haly body, and renewed by the working of
the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 26:26; John 6:54-55; Romans 8:11, 13)

This feeding with the body of Christ takes place onthe side of the Lord by the Spirit,
on ou side by faith. On the side of the Lord by the Spirit: for the Spirit communicaes
to us the power of the glorified bod/, whereby even ou bodes, acording to
Scripture, beacome members of His body. (1 Corinthians 6:15, 17 12:13; Ephesians
5:23, 30 The Spirit givesusto drink o the life-power of His blood, so that that blood
bemmes the life and the joy of our soul. The bread is a participation in the body: the
cup is a participation in the blood.

And this takes placeon ou side by faith: a faith that, above what can be seen o
understood, redkons on the wonder-working power of the Holy Spirit to unte us
redly, alike in soul and bod/, with ou Lord, by communicaing Him inwardly to us.
(Luke 1:37; 1 Corinthians 2:9, 12)

This is what the Heidelberg Catechism intends in Question and Answer 76.

‘What is it to eat the glorified body of Christ and to drink His shed blood?’

‘It is not only to recaeve with a believing heat the whae suffering and dying of
Christ, and thereby to oltain forgivenessof sins and eterndl life, but also therewith, by
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the Holy Spirit, who dwells alike in Christ and in us, to be so urited more and more
with His blessed body, that we, dthough He is in heaven and we ae uponeath, are
nevertheless flesh of His flesh and bore of His bore, and so live and are governed
eternally by one Spirit, as the members of our body by a soul.” *

This deeply inward unon with Jesus, even with His body and Hood,is the grea aim
of the Lord's Supper. All that it teades and gives us of the forgivenessof sins, of the
remembrance of Jesus, of the cnfirmation d the divine cvenant, of union with ore
another, of the aanourcement of the Lord’'s deah till He cmes, must leal to this:
complete oneness with Jesus through the Spirit. (Matthew 26:28; Luke 22:19; John
6:56; 25:4; 1 Corinthians 10:17; 11.25; Revelation 320) ‘He that eaeth My flesh and
drinketh My blood abideth in Me, and | in him. He that edeth Me, he shal live by
Me.’

It is reaily understood that the blessng of the Supper depends very much on
preparation within the inner chamber, on the hurger and thirst with which ore longs
for the living God. (Job 1113; Isaiah 451, 3 Matthew 5:6; Luke 1:53; 1 Corinthians
11:8) Do na imagine, however, that the Supper is nothing but an emblematic token of
what we drealy have by faith in the word. No: it is a spiritual adua communicaion
from the exalted Lord in heaven of the powers of His life: yet this, only acerding to
the measure of desire and faith. Prepare for the Lord’s Supper, therefore, with very
eanest separation and prayer. And then exped that the Lord will, with His heavenly
power, in a way to you incomprehensible, yet sure, renew your life.

Blessed Lord, who didst institute the Supper in order to communicate Thyself
to Thy redeemed as their food and their power of life, O teach us to use the
Supper. Teach us at every opportunity to eat and to drink with great hunger
and thirst for Thyself and for full union with Thee, believing that the Holy
Soirit feeds us with Thy body and gives us to drink of Thy blood. Amen.

1. Inconredionwith the Supper let us be espedally on ou guard against the ideaof
a mere divine service of the mngregation a transitory emotion. Preading and
addreses may make an edifying impresson, while there is little power or
blessing.

2. For a med, the first requisite is hurger. A strong hunger and thirst for God is
indispensable.

3. In the Supper, Jesus desires to give Himself to us, and would have us give
ourselves to Him. These are great and holy things.

4. The lesons of the Supper are many. It is a feast of remembrance a feast of

reconciliation; a @venant feast; a love feast; a feast of hope. But al these

separate thoughts are only subardinate parts of the principal element: the living

Jesus would give Himself to usin the most inward union. The Son d God would

descend into ou inmost parts, He would come in to cedebrate the Supper with us.

‘He that eaeth My flesh and drinketh My blood, let him abide in Me, and | in

him.’

And then union with Jesus is union with His people in love and sympathy.

The preparatory addressis nat itself the preparation: it is only a help to the private

preparation which one must have in intercourse with Jesus.

28
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7. To hold festival with God at His table is something of unspeakable importance.
Pray, do not suppose that, because you are a Christian, it is easy for you to go and
sit down. No: betake yourself to solitude with Jesus, that He may speak to you
and say how you are to prepare you heart to eat with Him, yea, with Himself.

It is very useful to take the whole week before the Supper for preparation and the
whole week after for reflection.

* ‘Der Heidelbergisch&atechismus,’ 28, 5:76.
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XLIV. OBEDIENCE

“Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, ye shall be a
peculiar treasure unto Me from among all peoples.” - Exodus 19:5

“The Lord will surely bless thee, if thou only diligently hearken
unto the voice of the Lord thy God.” - Deuteronomy 25:4-5

“By faith Abraham obeyed.” - Hebrews 11:8

“He learned obedience by the things which He suffered; and having been made perfect,
He became unto all them that obey Him the author of eternal salvation.” - Hebrews 5:8-9

Obedience is one of the most important words in the Bible and in the life of the
Christian. It was in the way of disobedience that man lost the favour and the life of
God: it is only in the way of obedience that that favour and that life can again be
enjoyed. (Romans 5:19; 6:16; 1 Peter 1:2, 14, 22 God can na possbly take pleasure
in thase who are not obedient, or bestow His blessng uponthem. ‘If ye will obey My
voice inded, ye shal be apealliar tressure unto Me;’ ‘ The Lord will surely bless
theg if thou ony dili gently heaken urto the voice of the Lord thy God. These aethe
eternal principles according to which alone man can enjoy God’s favour and blessing.

We seethisin the Lord Jesus. He says: ‘If ye kegp My commandments, ye shall abide
in My love; even as | have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in His love’
He was in the love of the Father, bu coud na abide there otherwise than by
obedience And He says that thisis equally for us the one way to abide in His love: we
must kegp His commandments. He cane to open for us the way badk to God: this way
was the way of obedience only he that through faith in Jesus walks in this way shall
come to God. (Genesis 22:17-18; 26:4-5; 1 Samuel 25:22; John 25:10)

How glorioudly is this conredion betwixt the obedience of Jesus and ou own
expressd in Hebrews 5: ‘He leaned oledience and becane unto al them that obey
Him the author of eternal salvation.! Thisisthe bond d unity between Jesus and His
people, the paint of conformity and inward uranimity. He was obedient to the Father:
they, on the other hand, are obedient to Him. He and they are both obedient. His
obedience nat only atones for, bu drives out their disobedience He and they bea one
token: obedience to God. (Romans 6:17; 2 Corinthians 10:5; Philippians 2:8)

This obedienceis a dharaderistic of the life of faith. It is cdled the obedience of faith.
(Acts 6:7; Romans 1:5; 16:26) There is nathing in eathly things that so spurs on men
to work as faith: the belief that there is advantage or joy to be foundis the seaet of all
work. ‘By faith Abraham, when he was cdled, oleyed:” acwording to what | believe
shall my works be. The faith that Jesus made me free from the power of sin for
obedience and sets me in a suitable @ndtion for it, has a mighty power to make me
obedient. Faith in the overflowing blessng which the Father gives to it, faith in the
promises of the love and indwelling of God, d the full nessof the Spirit which comes
by this channel, strengthens for obedience (Deuteronamy 28:1; Isaiah 635; John
14:15, 21, 23; Acts 5:32)
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The power of this faith, again, as dso o obediencelies espedaly in intercourse with
the living God Himself. There is but one Hebrew word for ‘obeying voice and
‘hearing voice’ to hea aright prepares to oley. It iswhen | lean the will of God, nd
in the words of aman o abook, bu from God Himself, when | hea the voice of God,
that | shall surely believe what is promised and dowhat is commanded. The Holy
Spirit is the voice of God: when we hea the living voice spe&, obedience becomes
easy. (Genesis 121, 4 31:13, 16 Matthew 14:28; Luke 5:5; John 104, 27) O let us
then wait in silence uponGod, and set our soul open before Him, that He may spe&k
by His Spirit. When in ou Bible-reading and praying we lean to wait more upon
God, so that we can say: My God has goken this to me, has given me this promise,
has commanded this, then shall we dso oley. ‘To listen to the voice€ eanestly,
diligently, is the sure way to obedience.

With aservant, awarrior, a dild, a subjed, obedienceis indispensable, the first token
of integrity. And shall God, the living, glorious God, find no oledience with us?
(Maadi 1:6; Matthew 7:21) No: let cheeful, purctua, predse obedience from the
beginning be the token o the genuineness of our fellowship with the Son whose
obedience is our life.

O Father, who makest us Thy dhildren in Christ, Thou makest us in Him
obedient children, as He was obedient. Let the Holy Sprit make the
obedience of Jesus © gorious and paverful in us, that obedience shall be the
highest joy of our life. Teach usin eveything orly to seekto know what Thou
desirest and then to do it. Amen.

For a life of obedience these things are required:

1. Dedsivesurrender. | must no longer have to ask in every single cae: Shall | or
shall | not, must I, can |, be obedient? No: it must be such an unquestionable
thing, that | shall know of nothing else than to be obedient. He that cherishes such
adispasition and thinks of obedience & athing that stands firm, shall find it easy,
yea, shall literally taste in it great joy.

2. The knowledge of God's will through the Spirit. Pray, do nd imagine that,
becaise you knawv the Bible in some sort, you knowv the will of God. The
knowledge of God s will i s something spiritual: let the Holy Spirit make known
to you the knowledge of God’s will.

3. Thedoing d all that we know to be right. All doing teades men: all doing of
what is right teates men oledience All that the word, a conscience or the
Spirit tellsyouisright, adually doit. It helps to form doing into a hay habit, and
IS an exercise leading to more power and more knowledge. Do what is right,
Christian, out of obedience to God, and you shall be blessed.

4. Faith in the power of Christ. You have the power to obey: be sure of this.
Although you do not feel it, you have it in Christ your Lord by faith.

5. The glad aswrance of the blessng of obedience It unites us with ou God, it
wins His good geasure and love, it strengthens our life, it brings the blessedness
of heaven into our heart.
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XLV.THEWILL OF GOD

“Thy will be done, as in heaven so on earth.” - Matthew 6:10

The glory of heaven, where the Father dwells, is that His will i s dore there. He who
would taste the blessednessof hearen must know the Father who is there, and doHis
will, as it is done in heaven. (Daniel 4:35)

‘Heaven is an urending haly kingdom, of which the throne of God isthe central point.
Aroundthis throne there ae innumerable multitudes of pure, freebeings, al ordered
under powers and daminions. An indescribably rich and many-sided adivity fill s their
life. All the highest and nobbest that kegxs man occupied is but afaint shadow of what
finds placein this invisible world. All these beings possess eat their free personal
will . The will, however, has in self-conscious freedom, by its own choice beame one
with the haly will of the haly Father, so that, in the midst of adiversity that flashes out
in a million forms, oy one will is acomplished - the will of God. All the rich,
blessed movement of the inhabitants of heaven has its origin and its am in the will of
God.’

And why is it then that His children oneath do na regard this will as their highest
joy? Wherefore is it that the petition, ‘ Thy will be done & in heaven, is for the most
part couded with thoughts of the severe, the trying elements in the will of God, d the
impaosshility of our aways rgjoicing in God s will ? The caiseis this: we do nd take
pains to know the will of God in its glory and keauty, as the ananation d love, as the
source of power and joy, as the expresson d the perfedion d God. We think o
God s will only in the law that He gave and that we can na ke, o in the trias in
which this will appeas in conflict with ou own. O let us no longer do this, bu take
pains to undxstand that in the will of God al His love axd Hessedness are
comprehended and can be gprehended by us. (Galatians 1:4; Ephesians 1.5, 9, 11
Hebrews 10:10)

Hea what the word says abou the will of God: and the glorious things that are
destined for us in this will.

‘Thisis the will of my Father, that every one that beholdeth the Son and kelieveth on
Him shoud have dernal life’ The will of God is the rescue of sinners by faith in
Christ. He that surrenders himself to this glorious will to seek souls dhal have the
asarancethat God will blesshiswork to ahers; for he caries out God s will, even as
Jesus did it. (John 4:35; 5:30; 6:38, 40)

‘It isnot the will of your Father which isin heaven that one of these littl e ones fioud
perish.” The will of God is the maintenance, the strengthening, the keeping of the
wedkest of His children. What courage shall he have who untes himself cordialy with
this will. (Matthew 28:14)

‘Thisis the will of God, even your sanctificaion.” With His whde heat, with al the

power of Hiswill, is God willi ng to make us haly. If we but open ou heat to believe
that it is nat the law, bu the will of God, something that He cetainly gives and daes
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where we permit Him, then shall we regjoice over our sanctificaion a stable and sure.
(1 Thessalonians 4:3; 5:23)

‘In everything gve thanks: for thisis the will of God in Christ Jesus to yowrward.” A
joyful, thankful lifeiswhat God hes destined for us, is what He will work in us: what
He desires, that He cetainly does in those who donat withstand Him, bu receve and
suffer His will to work in them. (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

What we require then is to surrender our spirit to be fill ed with the thought, that what
God would have He will certainly bring to passwhen we do nd resist Him. And if we
further consider how glorious, and good, and perfed the will of God is, shal we not
then yield ouselves with the whde heat, that this will may bring itself to
accomplishment in us? (Romans 12:2)

To thisend, let us believe that the will of Godis Hislove. Let us sewhat blessngsin
the word are cwnneded with the doing of this will. (Matthew 7:21; 1250 John 717,
9:31; Ephesians 5:17; 6:6; 1 John 217) Let us think of the glory of heaven as
consisting in the doing of God' s will, and make the choice that that our life on eath
shall be. And let us with prayer and meditation suffer ourselvesto be led of the Spirit
to know this will aright. (Romans 12:2; Colossians 1:9; 4:12; Hebrews 10:36; 13:21)

When we have thus leaned to know the will of God onits glorious heavenly side in
the word, and have dore it, it will not be difficult for us also to bea this will where it
appeas to be oontrary to ou nature. We shall be so fill ed with the aloration d God
and His will, that we shall resolve to see and approve, and love this will in
everything. And it will be the most glorious thought of our life that there is to be
nathing, nahing, in which the will of God must nat be known and honouwed. (Psalm
42:9; Matthew 26:39; Hebrews 10:7, 9)

O my Father, this was the glory of the Lord Jesus, that He did not His own
will, but the will of His Father. This His glory | desire to have as mine.
Father, open mine eyes and my heart to know the perfection, the glory of Thy
will, and the glory of a life in this will. Teach me to understand Thy will
aright, then willingly and cheerfully to execute it; and where | have to hear it,
to do thisalso with filial adoration. Amen.

1. To dothewill of Godfrom the heat in prosperity isthe only way to bea thiswill
from the heart in suffering.

2. To dothe will of God, | must know it spiritualy. The light and the power of the
Spirit go together: what He teades to see & God s will, He cetainly teades all
to do. Meditate much on Romans 122, and pay eanestly to see God's will
aright.

3. Lean aways to adore the will of God in the least and the worst thing that man
doesto you. It is nat the will of God that His child shoud be proved thereby. Say
then alwaysin the least as well asthe greaest trids: It isthe will of God that | am
in this difficulty. This brings the soul to rest and silence, and teades it to honou
God in the trial. On this point read the dapter, ‘Is God in everything? In the
excellent little book, ‘The Christians Secret of Salvation.” *
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4. When God gave awill to man, He gave him a power whereby he could accept or
rged the will of God. Child of God, pay, open your will to receve the will of
God with its full power, and to be filled with it. This is heavenly glory and
blessedness to be @nscious every day: my will isin harmony with God's will;
God’s will lives in me. It is the will of God to work this in you.

* The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Lifey H.W.S.F.E.Longely, chapter 8, page 83. - Translator
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XLVI. SELF-DENIAL

“Then said Jesus unto His disciples, If any man would come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.” - Matthew 16:24

Self-denia was an exercise of which the Lord Jesus often spoke. He mentioned it
severa times as an indispensable token of every true disciple. He @mnreds it with
crossbeaing and losing life. (Matthew 10:38-39; Luke 9:23; 14:27, John 1224-25)
Our old lifeis 9 sinful, and remains to the end so sinful, that it is never in a condtion
for anything good. It must therefore be denied and mortified, in order that the new life,
the life of God, may have freedominion owr us. (Romans 6:6; 8:13; Galatians 2:20;
5:24; 6:14; Colossans 3:5) Let the young Christian resolve from the very beginning to
deny himself whaly, in aceordance with the injunction d his Lord. At the outset, it
seems severe: he will find that it is the source of inconceivable blessing.

Let self-deniad readc ou cana understanding. It was when Peter had spoken
acording to the thought of the natural understanding, that the Lord had to say to him:
‘Thou mindest not the things of God, bu the things of men. You must deny
yourselves and your own thoughts. We must be caeful that the adivity of our
understanding with the word and prayer, in endeasouring to read the knowledge of
what is God s will, does nat deceve us with a service of God that is not in spirit and
in truth. Deny your carnal understanding; bring it to silence in hdy silencegive place
to the Holy Spirit; let the voice of God ke head in your heat. (Matthew 26:21; 1
Corinthians 1:17, 27; 2:6; Colossians 2:18)

Deny aso your own will, with al its lusts and desires. Let it be once for all
unguestionable that the will of God in everything is your choice and that therefore
every desire that does nat fall in with thiswill, must be mortified. Pray, believe that in
the will of God there is heavenly blessedness and that therefore self-denial appeas
severe only at the outset, bu, when you exercise yourself heatily in it, becomes a
greda joy. Let the body with al its life dide under the law of self-denial. (Matthew
26:39; Romans 6:13; 1 Corinthians 9:25, 27)

Deny also your own honou. Seek na it, bu the honou of God. This brings sich a
rest into the soul. ‘How can ye believe,’ says Jesus, ‘which receve glory one of
another? Although your honou be hurt or reviled, commit it to God to watch ower it.
Be content to be little, to be nothing. ‘Blessed are the poar in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom.’ (John 5:44; 7:18; 8:50; 1 Thessalonians 2:6)

Deny, in like manner, your own power. Cherish the deg conwviction that it is those
who are we&, those who are nothing, that God can use. Be very much afraid of your
own endeasours in the service of God, havever sincere they may be. Although you
fed as if you hed power, say before God that you have it naot, that your power is
nathing: continuows denia of your own power is the way to enjoy the power of God. It
is in the heat that dies to its own power, that the Holy Spirit deades to dwell and
bring the power of God. (2 Corinthians 3:5; 12:9)

Deny espeaally your own interests. Live not to please yourself, bu your neighbour.
He that seeks his own life shal lose it; he that would live for himself shall not find
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life. But he that would redly imitate Jesus, to share in His joy, let him give hislife &
He did, let him saaifice his own interests. (Romans 15:1, 3 1 Corinthians 10:23-24;
Ephesians 2:4)

Beloved Christian, at conversion you hed to make a doice betwixt your own self and
Christ, which you shoud oley. You then said: ‘Not I, bu Christ’ Now you are to
confirm this choice every day. The more you doso, the more joyful and dessed will it
be for you to renource the sinful self, to cast aside unhdy self-working, and suffer
Jesus to be all. The way of self-denial is a way of deep heavenly blessedness.

There ae very many Christians that observe nothing of this way. They would have
Jesus to make them freefrom purnishment, but naot to liberate them from themselves,
from their own will . But the invitation to dscipleship still always rings: ‘If any man
would come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.’

The reason as well as the power for self-denial, we find in the littl e word Me. ‘If any
man would come dter Me, let him deny himself, and follow Me.” The old life isin
ourselves. the new life isin Jesus. the new life can na rule withou driving out the
old. Where one’'s own self had everything to say, it must be nothing. This it would
fain na be: onthis acoun there must be dl the day denial of one's <lf, imitation o
Jesus. He, with His teading, His will, His honou, His interests, must fill the heat.
But he that has and knavs Him, willi ngly denies himself: Christ is © predousto him,
that he saaifices everything, even himself, to win Him. (Gaatians 2:20; Phili ppians
3:7-8)

This is the true life of faith. Not aceording to what nature sees or thinks to be
acceptable, dol live, bu acording to what Jesus says and would have. Every day and
every hou | confirm the wonderful bargain: ‘Not I, bu Christ:” | nothing, Christ
everything. ‘Ye died, and nolonger have power, or will, or honou; ‘your lifeis hid
with Christ in God:.” Christ’s power and will aone prevail. O soul, cheefully deny
that sinful wretched self, in order that the glorious Christ may dwell in you.

Predous Saviour, teach me what self-denial is. Teach me so to dstrust my
heart that in nahing shal | yield to its fancy. Teach me so to know Theethat
it shall be impossble for me to do anything else than to dffer up myself to
possess Thee and Thy life. Amen.

1. Of thedenia of the natural understanding Tersteegen says: ‘ God and His truth are
never known aright, save by such an ore &, by the dying of his canal nature, his
inclinations, passons, and will, is made very eanest and silent; and by the
abandorment of the manifold deliberations of the understanding, has become very
smple and childlike. We must give our heat and ou will entirdly to God,
forsaking our own will in al things, releasing ourselves espedaly from the
manifold imaginations and adivities of the understanding, even in spiritual
things, that it may colled itself silently in the heat, and dvell asin the heat with
God. Not in the head, bu in the heat is foundthe living truth itself, the anointing
that teades us al things. In the heat is foundthe living fountain of light. Any
one that livesin a heat entertained with God, will often with a glance of the e/e
discern more truth than another with the greatest exertion.’
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Rea the a&ove passage with care: you will find in it the reason why we have
severa times sid, that when you read or pray you must at every oppatunity keep
quiet for alittl e and set yourself in entire silence before God. Thisis necessary, to
bring the adivity of the natural understanding to silence and to set the heat open
before God, that He may spek there. In the heat is the temple where worship in
spirit and truth takes place Distrust, deny your understanding in spiritua things.
The natural understanding is in the heal: the spiritua understanding is in the
heat, the temple of God. O preserve in the temple of God a hay silence before
His countenance: then He will speak.

‘The peauliar mark of Christian self-denia is inward cheafulnessand joy in the
midst of privation. The word of God makes unceaing joy a duty. This gladsome
disposition, which, hailing from eternity, has all change and vicisstude under
foat, will hald its ground, no only in times of severe suffering, bu also in the
self-denial of every day and hour that is inseparable from the Christian life.’
What al am | to deny? Deny yourself. How shall | know where and when to deny
myself? Do so dways andin everything. Andif you do na rightly understand that
answer, knowv that no ore can give you the right explanation o it but Jesus
Himself. To imitate Him, to be taught of Him, isthe only way to self-denial. Only
when Jesus comes in, does self go out.
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XLVII. DISCRETION

“For wisdom shall enter into thine heart, and knowledge shall be pleasant unto thy soul;
discretion shall watch over thee, understanding shall keep thee.” - Proverbs 2:10-11

“My son, keep sound wisdom and discretion: so shall they be life unto thy soul.” - Proverbs 3:21-22

“Ye ought to be quiet, and to do nothing rash.” - Acts. 19:36

Indiscretion is not merely the sin of the unconverted: amongst the people of God, it is
often the cause of much evil and misery. Wereal of Moses: ‘ They angered him also at
the waters of Meribah, so that it went ill with Moses for their sakes: becaise they were
rebellious against his irit, and he spake unadvisedly with his lips of Uzzah's
touching the ak: ‘And God smote him there for his error’ (margin, rashness. (2
Samuel 6:7; Psalm 106:38; Proverbs 12:18)

What discretionis, andwhy it is $ necessary, may be eaily explained. When an army
marches into the province of an enemy, its sfety depends on the guards which are set,
which are to be dways on the watch, to knav and to give warning when the enemy
approadhes. Advance guards are sent out that the territory and paver of the enemy
may be known. This prudence, which looks out beforehand and looks round, is
indispensable.

The Christian lives in the province of the enemy. All that surrounds him may bemme
asnare or an occasion d sin. Therefore his whole walk is to be caried ou in a hay
reserve and watchfulness in arder that he may do ndhing indiscred. He watches and
prays that he may nat enter into temptation. (Matthew 26:41: Luke 1:36; Ephesians
6:18; 1 Peter 4:7; 5:8) Prudence keeps guard over him. (1 Samuel 18:14; Matthew
10:16; Luke 1:17; 16:8; Ephesians 5:15; Titus 2:4)

Discretion kegos watch ower the lips O what lossmany a dild of God suffers by the
thought that if he only spe&ks nothing wrong, he may spe& what he will . He knows
nat how, through much spe&king, the soul beaomes ensnared in the distradions of the
world, becaise in the multitude of words there is nat wanting transgresson.
Discretion endeavours not to spe&, save for the glory of God and Hessng to
neighbours. (Psalm 39:2; 141:3; Proverbs 10:19; Ecclesiastes 5:1-2)

Over the ea also dscretion kegps guard. Through the gate of the ea comes to me dl
the news of the world, all the indiscred speed o others, to infed me. Very hurtful for
the soul is eggernessfor news. One can afterwards no more look into ore's lf: one
lives whally in the world roundabout. Corinth was much more godiessthan Athens;
but in thislast place where they ‘ spent their time in nahing else but either to tell or to
hea some new thing,” very few were conwverted. Take heed, says Jesus, what ye hea.
(Proverbs 2:2; 18:15; Mark 4:24; Acts 17:21)

On this acourt, discretion kegps watch owver the society in which the Christian

mingles. ‘He that separateth himself seeketh his own desire.” The dild of God hes no
the freedom to yield hmself to the society of the world so much and so long as he
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would: he must know the will of his Father. (Psalm 1:1; Proverbs 28:1; 2 Corinthians
6:14; 2 Thessalonians 3:14; 2 John 10-11)

Discretion kegys watch ower al lawful occupations and pesessons. It knows how
gradually and stedthily the love of money, worldly-mindedness the seaet power of
the flesh, oldains the upper hand, and that it can never redon itself free from this
temptation. (Matthew 13:22; Luke 21:34; 1 Timothy 6:9, 17)

And, abowe dl, it kegos watch owver the heat, becaise there ae the isaues of life, there
is the fourtain ou of which everything springs. Remembering the word, ‘he that
trusteth in his own heat is a fod, it walks in deg humility, and it works out
salvation with fear and trembling. (Proverbs 3:21, 23; 4:23; 28:16; Jeremiah 31:33)

And whence has the soul the power to be with a never-resting watchfulness on its
guard against the thousand dangers that surroundit on all sides? Is it nat fatiguing,
exhausting, harassng, to have thus to watch always and rever to be & rest in the
cetainty that there is no danger? No: absolutely not. Discretion krings just the highest
restfulness It has its saurity and strength in its heavenly Keeper, who slumbers not
nor slegos. In confidence in Him, under the inspiration o His Spirit, discretion dces
itswork: the Christian walks as one that is wise; the dignity of a haly prudence alorns
him in al hisadions. The rest of faith, the faith that Jesus watches and guards, binds
to Him in love, and hdy discretion springs as of its own acord from a love that
would na grieve or abandonHim, from a faith that has its drength for everything in
Him.

O Lord my God, guard me, that | may not be of the indiscreet in heart. Let the
prudence of the righteous always characterise me, in order that in everything
I may be kept from giving offense. Amen.

1. To orewho kestowed gred care on having his horse and cart in thoroughly good
order, it was once said: Come, it is not necessary to be dways taking so much
pains with this. His answer was. | have dways found my prudence paid. How
many a Christian has nead o this leson. How many a young Christian may well
pray for this - that his conversion may be, acwrding to God's word, ‘to the
prudence of the righteous.’

2. Discretion hes its root in self-knowledge. The degper my knowledge of my
impatence and the sinfulness of my flesh is, the greaer is the nead o
watchfulness. It is thus our element of true self-denial.

3. Discretion hesits power in faith: the Lord is our Kegoer, and He does His kegping
through the Spirit keeping us in mind. It is from Him that our discretion comes.

4. ltsadivity isnot limited to ouselves: it readies out espedally to ou neighbou,
in the way of giving him no dfense, andin laying no stumbling-block in hisway.
(Romans 14:13; 1 Corinthians 8:9; 10:32; Philippians 1:10)

5. It finds grea delight in slence so as to commit its way to the Lord with
composure and celiberation. It esteems highly the word of the town-clerk of
Ephesus: ‘Ye ought to be quiet, and to do nothing rash.’

6. In grea generas and their victories, we seethat discretion is not timidity: it is
consistent with the highest courage and the most joyful certitude of victory.
Discretion watches against rashness, but enhances the courage of faith.
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XLVIII. MONEY

“Money answereth all things.” - Ecclesiastes 10:19
“I verily dedicate the silver unto the Lord from my hand.” - Judges 17:3

“Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the bankers, and at my
coming | should have received back mine own with interest.” - Matthew 25:27

It isin his deding with the world and its possessons, that the Christian finds one of
the oppatunities in which he isto manifest his =lf-denial and the spirit of discretion.
(John 1715-16; 1 Corinthians 7:31) Sinceit isin money that al vaue or property on
eath will findsitsexpresson, so it isespeaaly in his deding with money that he can
show whether he is free from worldlinessto deny himself and to serve his God. In
order rightly to comprehend this, we must consider for a little what falls to be said
about money.

What is money the token of? It is the token of the work by which aman eansit: of his
industry, and zed, and ability in that work: of his siccess and the blessng of God
uponthe work. It is also the token of all that | can dowith money: the token o the
work that others would dofor me, of the power that | thereby have to acampli sh what
| desire, of the influencewhich | exercise on those that are dependent uponme for my
money: atoken of al the possessons or enjoyments that are to be obtained by money:
atoken o al uponeath that can make life desirable: yeg atoken of life itself, which
without the purchase of indispensable food can not be supported.

Money is thus, indeed, o eathly things, ore of the most desirable and fruitful. No
wonder that it is thus esteemed by all.

What is the danger of money? What is the sin that is dore with it, that the Bible and
experience shoud so warn us to be prudent in deding with it? There is the
anxiousnessthat knows nat if there will be sufficient money. (Matthew 6:31) Thereis
the mvetousnessthat longs too much for it. (1 John 216) Thereis the dishoresty that,
withou grossdeception a theft, does nat give to a neighbou what belongs to him.
(James 5:4) There is the lovelessess that would draw everything to ore's =f and
does not kegy anather. (Luke 16:21) There is love of money, which seeks after riches
and lands in avarice (1 Timothy 6:9-10, 17 There is robbery of God and the poar in
withholding the share that belongs to them. (Proverbs 7:24, 26; Malachi 3:8)

What is the blessng of money? If the danger of sinis 0 gred, would it not be better if
there were no money? Is it not better to be withou money? No: even for the spiritual
life money may be agred blessng: as an exercise in industry and adivity, (Proverbs
13:4; 18:19) in cae and emnamy: as a token of God's blessng upon ou work:
(Proverbs 10:4, 22 as an oppatunity for showing that we can pesssessand lay it out
for God, withou withhdding it or cleaving to it; that by means of it we can manifest
our generosity to the poa and ou overflowing love for God's cause: (Isaiah 47.7-8,
10-11; 2 Corinthians 8:14-15) as ameans of glorifying God by our beneficence, and o
spreading among men the gold o hearenly blessng: (2 Corinthians 9:12-13) as a
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thing that, acarding to the aurance of Jesus, we can exchange for a treasure in
heaven. (Matthew 19:21; Luke 12:33)

And what is now the way to be freed from the danger and to be led into the right
blessing of money?

Let God be Lord over your money. Receve dl your money with thanksgiving, as
coming from God in answer to the prayer: ‘Give us this day our daily bread. (1
Chronicles 29:14)

Lay it al down before God as belonging to Him. Say with the woman: ‘I verily
dedicate the silver unto the Lord.’ (1 Timothy 4:4-5)

Let your deding with your money be apart of your spiritual life. Receve, and pssess
and give out your money as one who has been bought at a high price redeaned, na
with silver and gold, but with the precious blood. (Luke 19:8)

Make what the word of God says of money, of eathly good,a spedal study. The word
of the Father alone teaches how the child of the Father is to use blessing.

Reflead much onthe fad that it is not given to you for yourself alone, bu for you and
your brethren together. The blessng of money isto dogoodto ahers, and make them
rejoice.

Remember espedaly that it can be given up to the Father and the service of His
kingdom for the up-building of His siritual temple, for the extension o His svay.
Every time of spiritual blessng mentioned in Scripture was a time of cheeful giving
for God's cause. Even the outpouing of the Holy Spirit make itself known in the
giving of money for the Lord. (Exodus 36:5; 1 Chronicles 29:6, 9; Acts. 2:15; 4:34)

Christian, understand it: al the degpest deliberations of the heat and its most spiritual
adivities can manifest themselves in the way in which we ded with our money. Love
to God, love to ou neighbour, victory over the world by faith, the hope of everlasting
treassure, fathfulness as geward, joy in God's wrvice cheeaful sdf-denia, hdy
discretion, the glorious freedom of the dildren of God, can al be seen in the use of
money. Money can be the means of the most glorious fellowship with God, and the
full enjoyment of the blessedness of being able to honour and serve Him.

Lord God, make me rightly discern in what close connection my money stands
with my spiritual life. Let the Holy Spirit lead and sanctify me, so that all my
earning and receiving, my keeping and dispensing of money may always be
well-pleasing to Thee and a blessing to my soul. Amen.

1. JohnWedey aways said that there were threerules abou the use of money which
he gave to men in business and by which he was aure that they would experience
benefit.

« Make as much money as you can. Be industrious and diligent.
e Save & much money as you can. Be no spendthrift, live frugaly and
prudently.
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e« Give away as much money as you can. That is the divine destination of
money; that makes it an everlasting blessing for yourselves and others.
2. Acquant yourself with the magnificent prayer of David in 1 Chronicles 29.

Receive it into your soul; it teaches us the blessedness and the glorification of
God that spring from cheerful giving.
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XLIX. THE FREEDOM OF THE CHRISTIAN

“Being made free from sin, ye became bond-servants of righteousness. Being
made free from sin, ye have your fruit unto sanctification.” - Romans 6:18, 22

“But now we have been discharged from the law.” - Romans 7.6

“The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me
free from the law of sin and of death.” - Romans 8:2

Freedom is counted in Scripture & one of the gredaest privileges of the dhild of God.
There is nathing in history for which nations have made grea saaifices except
freedom. Slavery is the lowest condtion into which man can sink, for in it he can no
longer dispose of himself. Freedom is the deepest need of his nature.

To befreg then, isthe condtionin which anything can develop itself acarding to the
law of its nature, that is, acording to its disposition. Withou freedom nothing can
attain its destiny or become what it ought to be. This is true dike of the animal and
man, o the rpored and the spiritual. It was for this cause that God in Israd chose
the redemption ou of the slavery of Egypt into the glorious liberty of God s people, as
the everlasting type of redemption ou of the savery of sin into the liberty of the
children of God. (Exoduws 1:14; 4:23; 6:5; 20:2; Deuteronamy 24:8) On this acour,
Jesus sid oneath: ‘If the Son shall make you free ye shall be freeindeed.” And the
Holy Scriptures tead us to stand fast in the freedom with which Christ made us free
A right insight into this freedom opens up to us one of the gredest glories of the life
that the grace of God has prepared for us. (John 8:32, 36; Galatians 4:21, 31; 5:1)

In the three passages, from the Epistle to the Romans, in which sanctification is dedt
with, athredold freedom is goken of. Thereis freedom from sin in the sixth chapter,
freedom from the law in the seventh, freedom from the law of sin in the eighth.

There is freedom from sin (Romans 6:7, 18, 2. Sin is represented as a power that
rules over man, under which he is brought and taken captive, and that urges him as a
slaveto evil. (John 834; Romans 7:14, 23 2 Peter 2:19) By the deah of Christ andin
Christ of the believer, who is one with Him, he is made eantirely free from the
dominion d sin: it has no more power over him. If, then, he still does gn, it isbecaise
he, na knowing his freedom by faith, permits sn still to rule over him. But it by faith
he fully accepts what the word of God thus confirms, then sin has no paver over him:
he overcomes it by the faith that he is made free from it. (Romans 5:21; 6:12, 14)

Then there is freadom from the law. This leals us deeper into the life of gracethan
freedom from sin. According to Scripture, law and sin always go together. ‘The
strength of sin is the law:” The law does nothing but make the offense greder.
(Romans 4:15; 5:13, 2Q 7:13;, 1 Corinthians 15.56) The law is the token of our
sinfulness can na help us against sin, bu with its demand for perfed obedience gives
us over hopelessto the power of sin. The Christian who dcaes not discern that he is
made freefrom the law will still always abide under sin. (Romans 6:15; 7:5) Christ
and the law can na rule over us together: in every endeavour to fulfil the law as
believers, we ae taken captive by sin. (Romans 7:5, 23 The Christian must know that
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he is entirely freefrom the law, from the you must that stands withou us and ower us:
then for the first time shall he know what it is to be free from sin.

Then there is aso freadom from the law of sin, adual li beration from the power of sin
in o members. What we have in Christ, freedom from sin and from the law, is
inwardly appropriated for us by the Spirit of God. ‘The law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus made me freefrom the law of sin and d deah.” The Holy Spirit in us
takes the placeof the law over us. ‘If ye aeled df the Spirit, ye ae not under the law.’
Freang from the law is not anything externa, bu takes place acording to the
measure the Spirit obtains dominionin us and leals us. ‘Where the Spirit of the Lord
is, there is liberty.” According as the law of the Spirit rules in us, we ae made free
from the law, from the law of sin. We ae then freeto dowhat we, as God's children,
would fain do, free to serve God. (2 Corinthians 3:17; Galatians 5:18)

Free expresses a condtion in which nahing hinders me from being what | would be
and ouwght to be. In ather words, free is to be &le to dowhat | would. The power of
sin ower us, the power of the law against us, the power of the law of sinin us, hinder
us. But he that stands in the freedom of the Holy Spirit, he that is then truly freg
nathing can prevent or hinder him from being what he would be and owght to be. Asit
is the nature of a tree to grow upwards, and it also grows as it is free from all
hindrances, so a diild of God then grows to what he ought to be aad shall be. And
acording as the Holy Spirit leads him into this freedom, there springs up the joyful
consciousness of his drength for the life of faith. He joyfully shous: ‘I can doall
things in Him that strengtheneth me.” * Thanks be unto God which aways leadeth usin
triumph in Christ.’

Son of God, anointed with the Spirit to announce freedom to the captives,
make me also truly free. Let the Spirit of life in Thee, my Lord, make me free
fromthe law of sin and of death. | am Thy ransomed one. O let me live as Thy
freed one, who is hindered by nothing from serving Thee. Amen.

1. Thefreedom of the Christian extends over hiswhale life. He is freein relation to
the institutions and teadings of men. ‘Y e were bought with a price become not
bondservants of men. (1 Corinthians 7:23; Colossans 2:20) He is free in
relation to the world, and in the use of what God gives. he has power to posEssit
or to dispense with it, to enjoy it or to sacrifice it. (1 Corinthians 8:8; 9:4-5)

2. Thisfreedom is nolawlesness We ae freefrom sin and the law to serve God in
the Spirit. We ae not under the law, bu give ourselves, with free ¢toice and in
love, to Him who loved. ws. (Romans 6:18; Galatians 5:13; 1 Peter 2:16) Not
under the law, also na withou law; but in the law; a new, a higher law, ‘The law
of the Spirit of life;” ‘ the law of liberty,” the law written in ou heats, is our rule
and measure. (1 Corinthians 9:21; James 1:15; 2:12) In this last passage the
translation ought to be: ‘bound by a law to Christ.’

3. Thisfreedom has its subsistence from the word and aso in it: the more the word
abides in me, and the truth lives in me, the freer | become. (John 8:31-32, 36)

4. Freedom manifestsitself inlove. | am freefrom the law, and from men, and from
institutions, to be ale now like Christ to surrender myself for others. (Romans
14:13, 21; Galatians 5:13; 6:1)
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This glorious liberty to serve God and ou neighbou in love is a spiritua thing.
We can na by any means ®ize it and daw it to us. It beaomes known orly by a
lifein the Holy Spirit. ‘Where the Spirit of the Lord is there liberty.” * If ye aeled
by the Spirit, ye ae not under thelaw.’ It isthe Holy Spirit that makes free Let us
suffer ourselves to be introduced by Him into the dfecual glorious liberty of the
children of God. ‘The Spirit of life in Christ Jesus freed me from the law of sin
and of death.’
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L. GROWTH

“So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed upon the earth; and should sleep and
rise night and day, and the seed should spring up and grow, he knoweth not how. The earth
beareth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the ear.” - Mark 4:26-28

“The Head, from whom the whole boitgreaseth with the increase of God” - Colossians 2:19

“That we may grow into Him which is the Head, even Christ, from
whom the whole body maketh the increase.” - Ephesians 4:15-16

Deah is dways a standing still: li fe is always movement, progressveness Increase or
growth is the law of all creaed life; consequently, the new life in man is destined to
increase, and always by beaoming stronger. As there ae in the seed and in the eath a
life and paver of growth by which the plant is impelled to have its full height and
fruit; soistherein the seal of the dernal life an impelling force by which also that life
always increases and grows with a divine growth, urtil we come to a perfed man, to
the measure of the stature of the fullnessof Christ. (Ephesians 4:12; 2 Thessalonians
1:4)

| this parable of the seed that springs up d itself, and becomes grea and beas fruit,
the Lord teades us two of the most important lessons on the increase of the spiritual
life. The one is that of itself-sufficiencythe other that of itgradualness.

Thefirst lesonis for those that ask what they are to doin order to grow and advance
more in grace Asthe Lord said of the body: ‘Which of you by being anxious can add
one aubit unto his dature? consider the lili es of the field hawv they grow;” so He says
to us here that we can do nahing, and reed to do nahing, to make the spiritua life
grow. (Hoseal4:16; Matthew 6:25, 27%28) Do you nd seehow, while man dept, the
sedal sprang up and kecane high, he knew not how, and hav the eath brought forth
fruit of itself? When man has once sowed, he must red<on that God cares for the
growth: he has not to care: he must trust and rest.

And must man then donathing? He can do ndhing: it is from within that the power of
life must come: from the life, from the Spirit implanted in him. To the growth itself he
can contribute nothing: it shall be given hm to grow. (Psalm 92:14; Galatians 2:20;
Colossians 3:3)

All that he can doisto let the life grow. All that can hinder the life, he must take avay
and keep away. If there ae thorns and thistles that take avay place ad powver in the
soil which the plant shodd have, he can take them away. (Jeremiah 4:13; Matthew
13:22-23) The plant must have its placein the eath alone and undvided. For this the
husbandman can care: then it grows further of itself. So must the Christian take avay
what can hinder the growth o the new life: to surrender the heat entire and undvided
for the new life, to hdd it alone in passesson and to fill it, so that it may grow free
and unhindered. (Song of Solomon 2:15; Hebrews 12;1)

The husbandman can aso bring forward what the plant requires in the way of food o
drink: he can manure or moisten the soil as it may be needful. So must the believer see
to it that for the new life there is brought forward nouishment out of the word, the
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living water of the Spirit, by prayer. It isin Christ that the new life is planted: from
Him it increases with divine increase: abide roated in Him by the exercise of faith: the
life will grow of itself. (2 John 154-5; Colosgans 2:6-7) Give it what it must have:
take away what can hinder it: the life will grow and increase of itself.

Then comes in the secndleson d the parable: the gradualness of the growth: ‘first
the blade, then the ea, then the full cornin the ea.’” Do na exped everything at once
Give God time. By faith and endurance we inherit the promises: the faith that knows
that it has everything in Christ: the enduance that expeds everything in its time
acording to the rule and the order of the divine government. Give God time. Give the
new life time. It is by continued abiding in the eath that the plant grows: it is by
continuows ganding in grace in Christ Himself, in whom God hes planted us, that the
new life grows. (Hebrews 3:13; 6:12, 15; James 5:7)

Yes: give the new life only sufficient time: time in prayer: time in intercourse with
God: timein continuous exercise of faith: timein persistent separation from the world.
Give it time: slow but sure, hidden bu red, in apparent weakness but with heavenly
power, is the divine growth with which the life of God in the soul grows up to the
perfect man in Christ.

Lord God, gaciously strengthen the faith of Thy children, that their growth
and pogressarein Thy hands. Enale them to seewhat a predous, powerful
life was implanted in them by Thyself, a life that increases with a dvine
increase. Enalle them by faith and paience to inherit the promises. And
teach themin that faith to take away all that can hinder the new life, to bring
forward dl that can further it, so that Thou mayest make Thy work in them
glorious. Amen.

1. For aplant, the principal thing is the son in which it stands and ou of which it
draws its grength. For the Christian, this also is the principa thing: he is in
Christ. Christ is al: he must grow up in Him, for out of Him the body obtains its
increase. To abide in Christ by faith - that is the main thing.

2. Remember that faith must set itself towards a silent restfulness that growth is just
like that of the lili es on God s hands, and that He will seeto it that we increase
and grow strong.

3. By thisfirm and joyful faith, we become ‘ Strengthened with all power acwording
to the might of His glory, unto al patience and long-suffering with joy.’
(Colossians 1:11)

4. This fath, that God caes for our growth, takes away al anxiety, and gives
courage for doing the two things that we have to da the taking away of what may

be obstructive to the new life, the bringing forward of what may be serviceable.

5. Observe well the distinction ketwixt planting and growing. Planting is the work of
a moment: in a moment the eath recaves the sead: after that comes the slow
growth. Withou delay - immediately must the sinner recave the word: before
conversion there is no delay. Then with time follows the growth of the seed.

6. Themain thing is Christ: from Him and in Him is our growth. He is the soil that
of itself brings forth fruit, we know not how. Hold daily intercourse with Him.

There is a book ‘Abide in Christ’ (Nisbet and Co.), with meditations for a month on

the blessed life of continued fellowship with Him.
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L1. SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

“O how love | Thy law: it is my meditation all the day.” - Psalm 119:97
“Ye search (or search ye) the Scriptures: and these are they which bear witness of Me.” - John 5:39

“The word did not profit them, because they were not
united by faith with them that heard.” - Hebrews 4:2

At the beginning of this book there is more than ore passage uponthe use of God's
word in the life of grace Ere | take leare of my readers, | would fain orce aain come
badk to this al-important paint. | can na too eanestly and ugently addressthis cdl to
my beloved yourg brothers and sisters. Upon your use of the word of God your
spiritua life in grea measure depends. Man lives by the word that proceeadeth from
the mouth of God. Therefore seek with your whole heat to lean how to use God's
word aright. To this end, receive the following hints.

Read the word more with the heart than with the understandng: with the
understanding | would knav and comprehend; with the heat | desire, and love, and
hold fast. Let the understanding be the servant of the heat. Be much afraid of the
understanding of the canal nature, that can na receave spiritual things. (1 Corinthians
1:12, 27 2:6, 12 Colossans 2:18) Deny your understanding, and wait in humility on
the Spirit of God. On every occasion, still ke silent amidst your reading of the word,
and say to yourselves: this word | now recave in my heat, to love andto let it livein
me. (Psalm 119:10-11, 47; Romans 10:8; James 1:21)

Read the word always in fell owship with the living God. The power of aword depends
on my conwviction regarding the man from whom it comes. First set yourself in loving
fellowship with the living God unar the impresson d His neanessand love: ded
with the word under the full conviction that He, the @erna God, is gpe&king with you;
and let the heat be silent to listen to God, to God Himself. (Genesis 17:3; 1 Samuel
3:9-10; Isaiah 504; 52:6; Jeremiah 1:2) Then the word certainly becomes to you a
great blessing.

Rea the word, as a living word in which the Sgrit of God dwells, andthat certainly
works in those that believe The word is ®eal. Sead has life, and grows and yields fruit
of itself. The word hes life, and d itself grows and yields fruit. (Mark 4:27-28; John
6:63; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:23) If you do no whaly understandit, if you do
nat fed its power, cary it in your heat; ponder it and meditate uponit: it will of itself
begin to yield a working and growth in you. (Psalm 11915, 40, 48, 692 Timothy
3:16-17) The Spirit of God is with and in the word.

Red it with the resolveto be, na only a hearer, bu a dcer of the word. Let the grea
guestion ke: What would God nav have of me with this word? If the answer is. He
would have me believe it and redkon uponHim to fulfil it: do this immediately from
the heat. If the word isa command d what you are to do,yield yourself immediately
to doit. (Matthew 5:19-20; 7:21, 24 Luke 11:28; James 1:21, 25 O there is an
unspedkable blessednessin the doing of God sword, and in the surrender of myself to
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be and to ad just as the word says and would have it. Be nat heaers, but doers of the
word.

Real the word with time. | see more and more that one obtains nothing on eath
without time. Give the word time. Give the word time, at every occasion onwhich you
sit down to real it, to come into your heat. Give it time, in the persistence with which
you cleave to it, from day to day, and month after month. (Deuteronamy 6:5; Psam
1:2; 11997, Jeremiah 1516) By perseverance you kewmme exercised and more
acaustomed to the word: the word begins to work. Pray, be not dispirited when you do
nat understand the word. Hold on take aurage: give the word time: later on the word
will explain itself. David had to meditate day and night to understand it.

Read the word with asearching d the Scriptures. The best explanation d the Bibleis
the Bible itself. Take threeor four texts upona point: set them close to ore another
and compare them. Seewherein they agree aad wherein they differ; where they say the
same thing or again something else. Let theword of God at one time be deaed upand
confirmed by what He said at another time on the same subjed: this is the safest and
the best explanation. Even the saaed writers use this method d instruction with the
Scriptures: ‘and agan.’ (Isaiah 3416; John 1937, Acts. 17:11; Hebrews 2:13) Do na
complain that this method takes too much time and pains: it is worthy of the pains:
your pains will be rewarded. On eath you have nothing withou pains. (Proverbs 2:4-
5; 3:13,18 Matthew 13:44) Even the bread o life we have to ed in the swed of our
face He that would go to heaven never goes withou taking pains. Seach the
Scriptures: it will be richly recompensed to you.

Yourg Christian, let one of my last and most eanest words to you ke this. on your
deding with the word of God depend your growth, your power, your life. Love God's
word then; estean it sweder than horey: better than thousands of gold or silver. In the
word, God can and will reved His heat to you. In the word, Jesus will communicate
Himself and al His grace In the word, the Holy Spirit will come in to you, to renew
your heat and all your thowghts, acarding to the mind and will of God. O, then, read
nat simply enough of the word to keg you from dedension, bu redkon it one of your
chief occupations on eath to yield yourself that God may fill you with His word, that
He may fulfil His word in you.

Lord God, what graceit is that Thou speakest to us in Thy word, that we in
Thy word have accessto Thy heart, to Thy will, to Thy love O forgive us our
sins aganst Thy predous word. And, Lord, let the new life become so strong
by the Spirit in us, that all its desire shall be to abide in Thy word. Amen.

1. Psam 119.1n the midde of the Bible stands this psam, in which the praise and
the love of God' s word are so strikingly expressed. It is not enough for us to read
through the divisions of this psam successvely: we must take its principa paints,
and ore with ancther seek what is said in dfferent passages uponead o these.
Let us, for example, take the following points, observing the indicaions of the
answers, and seek in this way to come under the full impresson d what is taught
us of the glory of God’s word:
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The blessng that the word gives. Verses 1-2, 6, 9, 11,14, 24, 4547, and so

on.

The appellations that in this psalm are given to God’s word.

How we have to handle the word. (Observe - walk - keep - mark - and so on.)
Prayer for divine teaching. Verses 5, 10, 12, 18-19, 26.

Surrender to obedience to the word. Verses 93, 105-106, 112, 128, 133.
God’s word the basis of our prayer. Verses 41, 49, 58, 76, 107, 116, 170.
Observance as the ground of confidence in prayer. Verses 77, 159, 176.
Observance as promised upon the hearing of prayer. Verses 8, 17, 32-33, 44.

« The power to observe the word. Verses 32, 36, 41-42, 117, 135, 146.

e The praise of God’s word. Verses 54, 72, 97, 129, 130, 144.

* The confident confession of obedience. Verses 102, 110, 121, 168.

e Persona intercourse with God, seen in the use of Thou and I, Thine and
Mine.

| have merely mentioned a few points and a few verses. See&k out more aad mark
them, urtil your mind is fill ed with the thoughts abou the word, which the Spirit of
God desires to give you.

Read with grea thoughtfulness the words of that man of faith, George Muller. He
says: ‘The power of our spiritua life will be according to the measure of the room
that the word of God takes upin ou life andin ou thoughs.” After an experience of
fifty-four yeas, | can solemnly dedare this. For threeyeas after my conversion | used
the word little. Since that time | seached it with dligence and the blessng was
wonderful. From that time, | have read the Bible through a hunded timesin order, and
at every time with increasing joy. Whenever | start afresh with it, it appeasto me s a
new book. | can na express how greda the blessng is of faithful, daly, regular
seaching of the Bible. The day is lost for me, onwhich | have used norouncded time
for enjoying the word of God.

‘Friends sometimes say: | have so much to do,that | can find notime for regular Bible
study. | believe that there ae few that have to work harder than | have. Yet it remains
a rule with me never to begin my work until | have had red swed fellowship with
God. After that | give myself heatily to the businessof the day, that is, to God s work,
with only intervals of some minutes of prayer.’
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LII. THE LORD THE PERFECTER

“I will cry unto God most High; unto God thaerformeth all things for me.” - Psalm 57:2
“The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me.” - Psalm 138:8

“Being confident of this very thing, that He which began a good work
in you will perfect it until the day of Jesus Christ.” - Philippians 1.6

“For of Him, and through Him, and unto Him are all things.
To Him be the glory for ever and ever.” - Romans 11:36

We rea that David was once dispirited by unbelief, and said: ‘I shall one day perish
by the hand d Saul.” So even the Christian may indeed fea that he shall one day
perish. Thisis becaise he looks upon hmself and what isin him, and dces nat set his
trust whally upon God. It is becaise he does nat yet know God as the Perfeder. He
does nat yet know what is meant by His name being: ‘1 am the Alpha aad the Omega:
the Beginning and the End: the First and the Last.’ If | redly believe in God as the
beginning out of whom all is, then must | aso trust Him as the continuation by whom,
as also the End to whom, all is.

God is the beginning: ‘He who kegan a goodwork in you:’ * Ye have not chosen Me,
but | have dhosen you. It is God's free doice from before the foundation d the
world, that we have to thank that we becane believers, and have the new life. (John
15:16; Romans 8:29-30; Ephesians 1.4, 11 Those that are still unconverted have
nathing to dowith this eledion: for them there is the offer of grace ad the summons
to surrender. Outside, over the doar of the Father, stands the superscription: ‘Him that
cometh urto Me, | will in nowise cat out.” This every one can see and undrstand.
No soorer are they inside the doa than they see ad undrstand the other
superscription: ‘All that the Father giveth Me shall come to me.” (John 637) Then
they can dscen haw al things are of God: first obedience to the command o God,
then insight into the counsel of God.

But then it is of grea moment to hdd fast this truth: He has begun the good work.
Then shall every thought of God strengthen the mnfidencethat He will also perfed it.
His faithfulness His love, His power, are dl pledged that He will perfed the good
work that He began. Pray, read hov God hes taken more than ore oath regarding His
unchangeabl e faithfulness your soul will rest in this and find courage. (Genesis 28:15;
Psalm 89:29, 34-36; Isaiah 54:9-10; Jeremiah 33:25-26)

And haw shall He finish Hiswork? What has its origin from Him is sustained by Him,
and shall one day be brought to Him and His glory. There is nothing in your life,
temporal or spiritual, for which the Father will not care, because it has influence upon
you for eternity. (Matthew 6:25, 34 1 Peter 5:7) There is no moment of day or night
in which the silent growth of your soul is nat to go forward: the Father will take cae
of this, if you believe. There is no part of your destiny as a child of God, perhaps in
things of which you have & yet nat the least thought, but the Father will continue and
complete Hiswork in it. (Isaiah 27.2-3; 51:12-13) Yet upon ore condtion. You must
trust Him for this. You must in faith suffer Him to work. Y ou must trustfully say: The
Lord will perfed that which concerneth me. You must trustfully pray: | will cry unto
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God that performeth al things for me. Christian, pray, let your soul become full of the
thought: The whale cae, for the cntinuation and the perfeding of God swork in me,
is in His hands. (Hebrews 10:35; 13:5-6, 20-21; 1 Peter 5:10)

And how glorious $al the perfeding not be. In ou spiritual life, God is prepared to
exhibit His power in making us partakers of His hdlinessand the image of His Son.
He will make usfit, and set usin a @wndtion for al the blessed work in His kingdom
that He would have from us. Our body He will make like to the glorious body of His
Son. We may wait for the coming of the Son Himself from heaven to take His own to
Him. He will unite usin ore body with al His chosen, and will receve and make us
dwell for ever in His glory. O how can we think that God will not perfed His work?
He will surely do it, He will gloriously do it, for every one that trusts Him for it.

Child of God, pay, say in deg asdurance of faith: The Lord will perfed that which
concerneth me. In every neal say continually with grea boldness | will cdl on God,
that performeth all things for me. And let the song of your life be the joyful doxology:
‘From Him, and through Him and to Him are dl things: to Him be the glory for ever.
Amen.

Lord God, who shalt perfect that which concerneth me, teach me to know
Thee and to trust Thee. And let every thought of the new life go hand in hand
with the joyful assurance: He who began a work in me will perfect it. Amen.

1. ‘Hethat endueth to the end, the same shall be saved.’ It brings but littl e profit to
begin well; we must hald the beginning of our hope firm unto the end. (Matthew
10:27; 24:13; Hebrews 3:14,16; 11:12)

2. The perseverance of the saints - in hdiness- is one of the charaderistic aticles of
doctrine of the Reformed Church. The grace of regeneration is inadmissible.

3. How do we eplain the faling away of some believers? They were only
temporary believers. they were partakers only of the workings of the Spirit.
(Hebrews 6:4)

4. How dol know whether | am partaker of the true new birth? ‘As many as are led
by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God' (Romans 8:14). The faith that God
has recaved me is matured, is confirmed, by works, by a wak uncer the leading
of the Spirit.

5. How can any one know for certain that he will persevere unto the end? By faith in
God the Perfeder. We may take the Almighty God as our keeper. He that gives
himself in sincerity to Him, and trusts whally in Him to perfea His work, oltains
a divine certitude that the Lord has Him, and will hold him fast unto the end.

Child of God, live in fellowship with your Father: live the life of faith in your Jesus
with an undvided heat, and all fea of falling away shall be taken away from you.
The living seding of the Holy Spirit shall be your assurance of perseverance unto the
end.
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