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INTRODUCTION

It is often said that the grea aim of the preader ought to be to translate Scripture truth
from its Jewish form into the language and the thought of the nineteenth century, and
so to make it intelligible and acceptable to ou ordinary Christians. It isto be feaed
that the experiment will do more harm than good. In the @urse of the translation the
forceof the original islost. The schalar who trusts to translations will never become a
master of the language he wants to lean. A raceof Christians will be raised up, to
whom the language of God's Word, and with that the God who spoke it, will be
strange. In the Scripture words nat a littl e of Scripture truth will be lost. For the true
Christian life nothing is © hedthful and invigorating as to have eath man come and
study for himself the very words in which the Holy Ghost has spoken.

One of the words of Scripture, which is amost going out of fashion, is the word
Covenant. There was atime when it was the keynote of the theology and the Christian
life of strong and hdy men. We know how dee in Scotland it entered into the
national life and thought. It made mighty men, to whom God, and His promise and
power were wonderfully red. It will be found still to bring strength and pupose to
those who will take the troubde to bring al their life under control of the inspiring
aswurancethat they areliving in covenant with a God who has svorn faithfully to fulfil
in them every promise He has given.

This book is a humble dtempt to show what exadly the blessngs are that God has
covenanted to bestow on ws; what the asauranceis the Covenant gives that they must,
and can, and will be fulfill ed; what the hold onGod Himself is which it thus gives us;
and what the condtions are for the full and continual experience of its blessngs. | fed
confident that if | can lead any to listen to what God hes to say to them of His
Covenant, and to ded with Him as a Covenant God, it will bring them strength and

joy.

Not long ago | receved from one of my correspondents a letter with the foll owing
passage in it: “l think you will excuse and undrstand me when | say there is one
further note of power | would like so much to have introduced into your next book on
Intercesson. God Himself has, | know, been giving me some dired teading this
winter uponthe placethe New Covenant is to have in intercessory prayer ... | know
you lelieve in the Covenant, and the Covenant rights we have on acourt of it. Have
you followed ou your views of the Covenant as they bea upon this subed of
intercesson? Am | wrong in coming to the cnclusion that we may come baldly into
God's presence, and nd only ask, bu claim a Covenant right through Christ Jesus to
al the spiritual seaching, and cleansing, and knavledge, and paver promised in the
threegrea Covenant promises? If youwould take the Covenant and spe& of it as God
could enable you to spe&, | think that would be the quickest way the Lord could take
to make His Church wake up to the power He has put into our hands in giving us a
Covenant. | would be so glad if you would tell God's people that they have a
Covenant.” Though this letter was not the occasion d the writing of the book,and ou
Covenant rights have been considered in a far wider asped than their relation to
prayer, | am persuaded that nothing will help us morein ou work of intercesson, than
the entrance for ourselves persondly into what it means, that we have a Covenant
God.



My one grea desire has been to ask Christians whether they are redly seeking to find
out what exadly God wants them to be, andis willi ng to make them. It is only as they
wait, “that the mind d the Lord may be showed them,” that their faith can ever truly
see or accept, or enjoy what God cdls “His slvation.” Aslong as we exped God to
do for us what we ak or think, we limit Him. When we believe that as high as the
heavens are @owe the eath, His thoughts are dowve our thoughts, and wait on Him as
Godto do uno us acmording to His Word, as He means it, we shall be prepared to live
the truly supernatural, heavenly life the Holy Spirit can work in us the true Christ life.

May God lead every reader into the seaet of His presence and “ show him His
Covenant.”

ANDREW MURRAY

WELLINGTON, SOUTH AFRICA
November 1st, 1898



CHAPTER|
A COVENANT GOD

“Know therefore that the Lord thy God, He is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant
and mercy with them that love Him and keep His commandments.” - Deuteronomy 7:9

Men often make mvenants. They know the advantagesto be derived from them. Asan
end d enmity or uncertainty, as a statement of services and lenefits to be rendered, as
a seaurity for their certain performance, as abond d amity and goodwill, as a ground
for perfect confidence and friendship, a covenant has often been of unspeakable value.

In His infinite condescension to our human we&kness and redl, there is no passble
way in which men pledge their faithfulness that God hasnot sought to make use of, to
give us perfed confidencein Him, and the full assurance of al that He, in His infinite
riches and paver as God, hes promised to doto us. It is with this view He has
consented to bind Himself by covenant, as if He could na be trusted. Blessed is the
man who truly knows God as his Covenant God;, who knavs what the Covenant
promises him; what unwavering confidence of expedation it seaures, that al its terms
will be fulfilled to hm; what a daim and hdd it gives him on the Covenant-keegping
God Himself. To many a man, who has never thought much of the Covenant, a true
and living faith in it would mean the transformation d his whade life. The full
knowledge of what God wants to do for him; the assurance that it will be done by an
Almighty Power; the being drawn to God Himself in personal surrender, and
dependence, and waiting to have it dong; al this would make the Covenant the very
gate of heaven. May the Holy Spirit give us some vision of its glory.

When God creaed man in His image and likeness it was that he might have alife &
like His own as it was paossble for a aedure to live. This was to be by God Himself
living and working al in man. For this man wasto yield himself in loving dependence
to the wonderful glory of being the redpient, the beaer, the manifestation d a Divine
life. The one seaet of man’s happiness was to be atrustful surrender of his whale
being to the willi ng and the working of God. When sin entered, this relation to God
was destroyed; when man had dsobeyed, he feaed God and fled from Him. He no
longer knew, or loved, or trusted God.

Man coud na save himself from the power of sin. If his redemption was to be
effeded, Godmust doit al. Andif Godwasto doit in harmony with the law of man’'s
nature, man must be brought to desire it, to yield his willi ng consent, and entrust
himself to God. All that God wanted man to dowas, to believe in Him. What a man
beli eves, moves and rules his whaole being, enters into hm, and becomes part of his
very life. Salvation could orly be by faith: God restoring the life man had lost; man in
faith yielding himself to God' s work and will . The first grea work of God with man
was to get him to believe. This work cost God more cae and time and patience than
we can easlly conceave. All the dedings with individual men, and with the people of
Israd, had just this one objed, to teadr men to trust Him. Where He foundfaith He
coud do anything. Nothing dishonoued and grieved Him so much as unbelief.
Unbelief was the roat of disobedience and every sin; it made it impaossble for God to
do His work. The one thing God sought to waken in men by promise and threaening,
by mercy and judgment, was faith.



Of the many devices of which God's patient and condescending gracemade use to stir
up and strengthen faith, ore of the dief was - the Covenant. In more than ore way
God sought to effed this by His Covenant. First of al, His Covenant was always a
revelation of His purposes, hdding out, in definite promise, what God was willi ng to
work in thase with whom the Covenant was made. It was a Divine pattern of the work
God intended to doin their behalf, that they might know what to desire and exped,
that their faith might nouish itself with the very things, though as yet unseen, which
God was working out. Then, the Covenant was meant to be a security and guarantee,
as smple and dain and human-like & the Divine glory could make it, that the very
things which God had promised would indeed be brought to passand wrought out in
those with whom He had entered into covenant. Amid all delay and dsappantment,
and apparent fail ure of the Divine promises, the Covenant was to be the anchor of the
soul, pledging the Divine veradty and faithfulness and unchangeableness for the
cetain performance of what had been promised. And so the Covenant was, abowe dl,
to give man a had uponGod, as the Covenant-kegiing God, to link hm to God
Himself in expedation and hope, to bring him to make God Himself aone the portion
and the strength of his soul.

Oh that we knew how God longs that we shoud trust Him, and haw surely His every
promise must be fulfill ed to those who doso! Oh that we knew how it is owing to
nathing but our unbelief that we can nd enter into the passesson d God's promises,
and that God can na - yes, can nd - do His mighty works in us, and for us, and
through us! Oh that we knew how one of the surest remedies for our unbelief - the
divinely chosen cure for it - is the Covenant into which God hes entered with us! The
whale dispensation d the Spirit, the whole eonamy of gracein Christ Jesus, the
whale of our spiritua life, the whole of the hedth and growth and strength o the
Church, hes been laid dovn and provided for, and seaured in the New Covenant. No
wonder that, where that Covenant, with its wonderful promises, is 9 littl e thought of,
its pleafor an aboundng and unlesitating confidence in God so littl e understood, its
clam uponthe faithfulness of the Omnipotent God so littl e tested; no wonder that
Christian life shodd missthe joy and the strength, the holiness and the heavenliness
which God meant and so clearly promised that it should have.

Let us listen to the words in which God's Word cdls us to know, and worship, and
trust our Covenant-keeping God it may be we shall find what we have been looking
for: the deeper, the full experience of al God s grace ca doin us. In ou text Moses
says. “Know therefore that the Lord thy God, He is God, the faithful God, which
keepeth covenant with them that love Him.” Hea what God says in Isaiah: “The
mourtains $al depart, and the hill s be removed; but My kindness $al not depart
from theg neither shall My covenant of peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath
mercy on thee” More sure than any mountain is the fulfilment of every Covenant
promise. Of the New Covenant, in Jeremiah, God spe&ks: “1 will make an everlasting
covenant with them, that | will not turn away from them, to dothem good but | will
put My fea in their heats, that they shall not depart from Me.” The Covenant seaures
alike that God will nat turn from us, na we depart from Him: He undertakes both for
Himself and us.



Let us ask very eanestly whether the lack in ou Christian life, and speaaly in ou
faith, is not owing to the negled of the Covenant. We have nat worshipped na trusted
the Covenant-kegping God. Our soul has nat dorne what God cdled us to - "to take
had o His Covenant,” “ to remember the Covenant”; is it wonder that our faith hes
failed and come short of the blessng? God could na fulfil His promisesin us. If we
will begin to examine into the terms of the Covenant, as the title-deeds of our
inheritance, and the richeswe aeto pasesseven here on eath; if we will think o the
catainty of their fulfilment, more sure than the founditions of the everlasting
mourtains; if we will turn to the God who hes engaged to doall for us, who keeoeth
covenant for ever, ou life will become diff erent from what it has been; it can, and will
be, all that God would make it.

The grea ladk of our religionis - we need more of God. We accet salvation as His
gift, and we do nd know that the only objed of salvation, its chief blessng, isto fit us
for, and kring us badk to, that close intercourse with God for which we were aeaed,
and in which ou glory in eternity will be found.All that God hes ever dore for His
people in making a mvenant was always to bring them to Himself as their chief, their
only good, to teat them to trust in Him, to delight in Him, to be one with Him. It can
nat be otherwise. If God indeed be nothing but a very fourtain of goodressand glory,
of beauty and. Hessdness the more we can have of His presence the more we
conform to His will, the more we ae engaged in His srvice the more we have Him
ruling and working al in us, the more truly happy shal we be. If God indeed be
thereby Owner and Author of life and strength, o hdiness and heppiness and can
alone give andwork it in us, the more we trust Him, and depend and wait on Him, the
stronger and the halier and the happier we shall be. And that only is atrue and good
religious life, which brings us every day neaer to this God, which makes us give up
everything to have more of Him. No oledience can be too strict, no dependence too
absolute, no submisson too complete, no confidence too implicit, to a soul that is
learning to count God Himself its chief good, its exceeding joy.

In entering into covenant with us, God s one objed isto draw us to Himself, to render
us entirely dependent upon Himself, and so to bring us into the right position and
dispositionin which He can fill uswith Himself, Hislove, and His blessedness Let us
undertake our study of the New Covenant, in which, if we ae believers, God is at this
moment living and walking with us, with the horest purpose and surrender, at any
price to knav what God wishes to be to us, to doin us, and to have us be and doto
Him. The New Covenant may beamme to us one of the windows of heaven through
which we see into the face, into the very heart, of God.



CHAPTER I
THE TWO COVENANTS: THEIR RELATION

“It is written, that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondmaid, and one frg¢l@man, Howbeit,
the one by the bondmaid is born after the flesh; but the son isgeiveoman is born through promise.
Which things contain an allegory: for these women are two covenants.” - Galatians 4:22-24

There ae two covenants, ore cdled the Old, the other the New. God spe&ks of this
very distinctly in Jeremiah, where He says “The days come, that | will make anew
covenant with the house of Israd, na after the mvenant | made with their fathers’
(Jeremiah 31). This is quaed in Hebrews, with the aldition “In that-He saith a new
covenant, He hath made the first old.” Our Lord spoke Himself of the New Covenant
in His blood. In His dedings with His people, in His working out His grea
redemption, it has pleased God that there should be two covenants.

It has pleased Him, na as an arbitrary appantment, bu for good and wise reasons,
which made it indispensably necessary that it shoud be so, and no daherwise. The
cleaer our insight into the reasons, and the Divine reasonableness of there thus being
two covenants, and into their relation to ead ather, the more full and true can be our
own persona apprehension d what the New Covenant is meant to be to us. They
indicae two stages in God' s deding with man; two ways of serving God, a lower or
elementary one of preparation and promise, a higher or more alvanced ore of
fulfilment and pessesson. As that in which the true excdlency of the second consists
is opened upto us, we can spiritually enter into what God hes prepared for us. Let us
try and understand why there should have been two, neither less nor more.

The reason is to be foundin the fad that, in religion, in al intercourse between God
and man, there ae two parties, and that eaty o these must have the oppatunity to
prove what their part isin the Covenant. In the Old Covenant man had the oppatunity
given him to prove what He wuld do,with the ad o all the means of graceGod could
bestow. That Covenant ended in man proving his own urfaithfulness and failure. In
the New Covenant, God is to prove what He can do with man, al unfaithful and
feeble as heis, when He is al owed and trusted to do all the work. The Old Covenant
was one dependent on man’s obedience, ore which he could bresk, and dd bre&k
(Jeremiah 31:32). The New Covenant was one which God hes engaged shall never be
broken; He Himself keeps it and ensures our keeping it: so He makes it an
Everlasting Covenant.

It will repay us richly to look a littl e degoer into this. This relation d God to fallen
man in covenant is the same & it was to urfallen man as Credaor. And what was that
relation? God propaosed to make aman in His own image and likeness The chief glory
of Godisthat He haslife in Himself; that He isindependent of all else, and owves what
Heisto Himsdf aone. If the image and likenessof God was not to be amere name,
and man was redly to be like God in the power to make himself what he was to be, he
must neals have the power of freewill and self determination. This was the problem
God hed to solve in man’s credion in His image. Man was to be a cedure made by
God, and yet he was to be, as far as a aeaure could be, like God, self made. In all
God's treagment of man these two fadors were ever to be taken into acount. God was
ever to take the initiative, and be to man the source of life. Man was ever to be the



redpient, and yet at the same time the dispaser of the life God kestowed. When man
had fallen through sin, and God entered into a @mvenant of salvation, these two sides
of the relationship had still to be maintained intad. God was ever to be the first, and
man the seand. And yet man, as made in God' s image, was ever, as mond,to have
full time and oppatunity to appropriate or rejed what God gave, to prove how far he
could help himself, and indeed be self-made. His absolute dependence upon God was
nat to be forced upon tm; if it was redly to be athing of mora worth and true
blessedness it must be his deliberate and vduntary choice And this now is the reason
why there was a first and a seocond covenant, that in the first, man’s desires and eff orts
might be fully awakened, and time given for him to make full proof of what his
human nature, with the ad o outward instruction and mirades and means of grace
could acomplish. When his utter impotence, his hopeless captivity under the power
of sin had been dscovered, there cane the New Covenant, in which God was to reved
how man’s true liberty from sin and self and the aedure, his true nohlity and God-
likeness was to be foundin the most entire and absolute dependence, in God s being
and doing all within him.

In the very nature of things there was no aher way possble to God than this in
deding with a being whom He had endowed with the Godlike power of awill. And all
the weight this reason for the Divine procedure has in God's deding with His people
as awhadle, it equaly has in deding with the individual. The two covenants represent
two stages of God's educaion d man and d man's ®eking after God. The progress
and transition from the one to the other is not merely chrondogicd or historicd; it is
organic and spiritual. In greder or lessr degreeit is e in every member of the
body, as well as in the body as a whade. Under the Old Covenant there were men in
whom, by anticipation, the powers of the coming redemption worked mightily. In the
New Covenant there ae men in whom the spirit of the Old still makes itself manifest.
The New Testament proves, in some of its most important epistles,- espedally thase
to the Galatians, Romans, and Hebrews, how possble it is within the New Covenant
still to be held fast in the bondage of the Old.

This is the teating of the passage from which ou text is taken. In the home of
Abraham, the father of the faithful, Ishmad and Isaac & both foundthe one born of a
slave, the other of a freewoman; the one dter the flesh and the will of man, the other
through the promise and the power of God; the one only for atime, then to be cat out,
the other to be heir of al. A picture held upto the Galatians of the life they were
leading, as they trusted to the flesh and its religion, making a fair show, and yet
proved, by their being led captive to sin, to be, na of the freebut of the bondwoman.
Only through faith in the promise and the mighty quickening power of God could
they, could any of them, be made truly and fully freg and stand in the freedom with
which Christ has made us free.

As we procea to study the two covenants in the light of this and aher scriptures, we
shall see how they are indeal the Divine revelation d two systems of religious
worship, ead with its irit or, life-principle ruling every man who profesesto be a
Christian. We shal see how the one grea cause of the feebleness of so many
Christians is just this, that the Old Covenant spirit of bondage still has the mastery.
Andwe shall seethat nothing but a spiritua insight, with awhole-heated accetance,



and a living experience, of al the New Covenant engages that God will work in us,
can possibly fit for walking as God would have us do.

This truth of there being two stages in ou service of God, two degrees of neanessin
our worship, istypified in many things in the Old Covenant worship; perhaps nowhere
more dealy than in the diff erence between the Holy Place ad the Most Holy Placein
the temple, with the vell separating, them. Into the former the priests might always
enter to draw nea to God. And yet they might nat come too rea; the vell kept them at
adistance To enter within that, was deah. Once ayea the High Priest might enter, as
apromise of the time when the veil shoud be taken away and the full accessto dwell
in God's presence be given to His people. In Christ’s deah the veil of the temple was
rent, and His blood gives us bodnessand paver to enter into the Holiest of al and
live there day by day in the immediate presence of God. It is by the Holy Spirit, who
isaued forth from that Holiest of all, where Christ had entered, to bring its life to us,
and make us one with it, that we can have the power to live and walk always with the
consciousness of God’s presence in us.

It isthus nat only in Abraham’s home that there were the types of the two covenants,
the spirit of bondage and the spirit of liberty, bu even in God' s home in the temple.
The priests had na yet the liberty of access into the Father's presence Not only
among the Galatians, bu everywhere throughou the Church, there aeto be foundtwo
classs of Christians. Some ae @ntent with the mingled life, half flesh and helf spirit,
half self-effort and helf grace Others are naot content with this, bu are seeking with
their whole heat to know to the full what the deliverance from sin and what the
abiding full power for a walk in God's presence is, which the New Covenant has
brought and can give. God help us all to be satisfied with nahing less (SeeNote A,
on the Second Blessing.)
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CHAPTER 111
THE FIRST COVENANT

“Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice, and keep My covenant,
ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me.” - Exodus 19:5

“He declared unto you His covenant, which He commanded you to
perform, even ten commandments.” - Deuteronomy 4:13

“If ye keep these judgments, the Lord thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant.” - Deuteronomy 7:12

“I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, not according to the covenant
which | made with their fathers, which My covenant they brake.” - Jeremiah 31:31-32

We have seen haw the reason for there being two Covenantsisto be foundin the need
of giving the Divine and the human will, ead their due placein the working out of
man’s destiny. God ever takes the initiative. Man must then have the oppatunity to do
his part, and to prove aether what he can do, o neeals to have dore for him. The Old
Covenant was on the one hand indispensably necessary to waken man’s desires, to cdl
forth his efforts, to degoen the sense of dependence on God, to convince of his sn and
impotence, and so to prepare him to fed the neaed o the salvation o Christ. In the
significant language of Paul, “The law was our schodmaster unto Christ.” “ We were
kept under the law, shut up urto the faith, which shoud afterwards be reveded.” To
understand the Old Covenant aright we must ever remember its two gred
charaderistics - the one, that it was of Divine gpantment, fraught with much true
blessng, and absolutely indispensable for the working out of God's purposes; the
other, that it was only provisional and preparatory to something higher, and therefore
absolutely insufficient for giving that full salvation which man reeds if his heat or
the heart of God is to be satisfied.

Note now the terms of this first Covenant. “If ye will obey My voice and kegp My
covenant, ye shall be unto Me ahay nation.” Or, asit is expressd in Jeremiah (7:23;
11:4), “Obey My voice and | will be your God.” Obedience everywhere, espedally in
the Book d Deuteronamy, appeas as the @mndtion d blessng. “A blessng if ye
obey” (11:27). Some may ask how God could make a ©venant of which He knew that
man could na keep it. The answer opens up to us the whole nature and ohjea of the
Covenant. All educaion, Divine or human, ever deds. with its pupls on the principle
- faithfulnessin the lessis essentia to the atainment of the greaer. In taking Israd
into His training, God dedt with them as men in whom, with all the ruin sin had
brought, there still was a cnscience to judge of good and evil, a heat cgpable of
being stirred to long after God, and a will to chocse the good and to chocse Himself.
Before Christ and His slvation could be reveded and undbrstood and truly
appredated, these faaulties of man had to be stirred and wakened. The law took men
into its training, and sought, if | may use the expresson, to make the very best that
could be made of them by externa instruction. In the provision made in the law for a
symbadlic @onement and pardon,in al God s revelation d Himself through priest and
prophet and king, in His interposition in providence and grace everything was dore
that He wuld do,to touch and win the heat of His people and to give force to the
appeal to their self-interest or their gratitude, their fear or their love.
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Its work was nat withou fruit. Under the law, administered by the gracethat ever
acompanied it, there was trained upa number of men whaose grea mark was the fea
of God,and adesire to walk blamelessin all His commandments. And yet, asawhale,
Scripture represents the Old Covenant as a fallure. The law had promised life; but it
could na giveit (Deuteronamy 4:1; Galatians 3:21). The red purpose for which God
had given it was the very oppasite: it was meant by Him as “a ministration d deah.”
He gaveit that it might convinceman of his sn, and might so waken the confesson o
his impatence, and d his need of a New Covenant and a true redemption. It isin this
view that Scripture uses sich strong expressons- “By the law is the knowledge of sin:
that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may becme guilty before
God?” “The law worketh wrath.” “ The law entered, that the offence might abound.”
“That sin by the commandment might appea exceeding sinful.” “ As many as are of
the works of the law are under the curse.” “ We were kept under the law, shut up to
the faith, which shoud afterwards be reveded.” “Wherefore the law was our
schodmaster to bring usto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” The grea work
of the law was to discover what sin was: its hatefulnessas acairsed of God; its misery,
working temporal and eternal ruin; its power, binding man dowvn in hopeless savery;
and the need of a Divine interposition - as the only hope of deliverance.

In studying the Old Covenant we ought ever to keep in mind the twofold asped under
which we have seen that Scripture representsit. It was God' s gracethat gave Israd the
law, and wrought with the law to make it work ou its purpose in individual believers
and in the people & a whale. The whale of the Old Covenant was a schod of grace
an elementary schod, to prepare for the fullnessof grace ad truth in Christ Jesus. A
name is generaly given to an oljed acwrding to its chief feaure. And so the Old
Covenant is cdled a ministration d condemnation and deah, nd because there was
no gracein it-it had its Own glory (2 Corinthians 3:10-12) - but because the law with
its curse was the predominating element. The combination d the two aspeds we find
with espedal cleanessin Paul’s epistles. So he spe&ks of al who are of the works of
the law as under the airse (Gaatians 3:10). And then amost immediately after he
spedks of the law as being our benefador, a schodmaster unto Christ, into whase
charge, as to a tutor or governor, we had been given, till the time gpanted o the
Father. We ae everywhere brought badk to what we said above. The Old Covenant is
absolutely indispensable for the preparation work it had to dag utterly insufficient to
work for us a true or a full redemption.

The two grea lesons God would tead us by it are very simple. The one is the leson
of SIN, the other the lesson d HOLINESS The Old Covenant attains its objed only
as it brings men to a sense of their utter sinfulness and their hopeless impatence to
deliver themselves. Aslong as they have nat leant this, no dfer of the New Covenant
life can lay hald of them. Aslong as an intense longing for deliverance from sinning
has not been wrought, they will naturaly fall bad into the power of the law and the
flesh. The hainess which the New Covenant offers will rather terrify than attrad
them; the life in the spirit of bondage gpeas to make more dlowancefor sin, becaise
obedience is declared to be impossible.

The other is the lesoon d Holiness In the New Covenant the Triune God engages to

do al. He undertakes to give and keep the new heat, to give His own Spirit in it, to
give the will and the power to okey and doHis will. As the one demand d the first
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Covenant was the sense of sin, the one grea demand d the New isfaith that that need,
creaed by the discipline of God's law, will be met in a Divine and supernatural way.
The law can na work out its purpose, except as it brings a man to lie guilty and
helpless before the hadlinessof God. There the New finds him, and reveds that same
God, in His grace accepting him and making him partaker of His holiness.

This book is written with a very pradicd purpose. Its objed is to help believers to
know that wonderful New Covenant of gracewhich God hes made with them, and to
lead them into the living and daily enjoyment of the blessed life it seaures them. The
pradicd leson taught us by the fad that there was a first Covenant, that its one
spedal work was to convince of sin, and that withou it the New Covenant- could na
come, isjust what many Christians need. At conversion they were wnvinced of sin by
the Holy Spirit.

But this had chiefly referenceto the guilt of sin and, in some degree to its hatefulness
But ared knowledge of the power of sin, o their entire and uter impotenceto cast it
out, or to work in themselves what is good, is what they did na lean at once And
until they have leaned this, they can na possbly enter fully into the blessng of the
New Covenant. It is when a man sees that, as little & he @muld raise himself from the
dead, can he make or keg his own soul dive, that he bemmes cgoable - of
appredating the New Testament promise, and is made willi ng to wait on God to doall
in him,

Do you, my realer, fed that you are not fully living in the New Covenant, that thereis
still somewhat of the Old-Covenant spirit of bondage in you? - do come, and let the
Old Covenant finish its work in you. Accept its teading, that all your efforts are
fallures. As, at conversion, you were @ntent to fall down as a @wndemned, deah
deserving sinner, be cntent now to sink down before God in the cnfesson that, as
His redeamed child, you still fed yourself utterly impotent to doand be what you see
He asks of you. And bkegin to ask whether the New Covenant has nat perhaps a
provision you have never yet understood for meding your impotence and giving you
the strength to dowhat is well-pleasing to God. Youwill find the wonderful answer in
the assuurancethat God, by His Holy Spirit, undertakes to work everything in you. The
longing to be delivered from the life of daily sinning, and the extinction d all hope to
seaure this by our efforts as Christians, will prepare us for understanding and
acceting God's new way of salvation - Himself working in us all that is pleasing in
His sight.
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CHAPTER IV
THE NEW COVENANT

“But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the

Lord, | will put My law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God,
and they shall be My people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, saying,
Know the Lord: for they shall all know Me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, for
| will forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no more.” - Jeremiah 31:33-34

Isaiah has often been cdled the evangelicd prophet, for the wonderful cleanesswith
which he aanources the amming Redeamer, bah in His humiliation and suffering, and
in the glory of the kingdom He was to establish. And yet it was given to Jeremiah, in
this passage, and to Ezekidl, in the parallel one, to foretell what would acually be the
outcome of the Redeamer’s work and the essntial charader of the salvation He was
to effed, with a distinctness which is nowhere foundin the older prophet. In words
which the New Testament (Hebrews 8) takes as the divingly inspired revelation o
what the New Covenant is of which Christ isthe Mediator, God s plan is reveded and
we ae shown what it is that He will doin us, to make us fit and worthy of being the
people of which He is the God. Through the whale of the Old Covenant there was
always one troude: man’s heat was nat right with God. In the New Covenant the evil
isto beremedied. Its central promise is a heat delighting in God' s law and cgpabl e of
knowing and hdding fell owship with Him. Let us mark the fourfold blessng spoken
of.

1. “I will put My law in their inward pats, and write it in their hearts.” Let us
understand this well. In ou inward perts, or in ou heat, there ae no separate
chambers in which the law can be put, whil e the rest of the heat can be given upto
other things; the heat is a unity. Nor are the inward perts and the heat like a
house, which can be fill ed with things of an entirely different nature from what the
walls are made of, without any living organic conredion No; the inward perts, the
heat, are the dispasition, the love, the will, the life. Nothing can be put into the
heat, and espeaally by God, withou entering and taking possesson d it, withou
seauring its affedion and controlling its whoe being. And this is what God
undertakes to doin the power of His divine life and ogeration, to breahe the very
spirit of His law into and through the whale inward being. “I will put it into their
inward parts, and write it in their heats.” At Sinai the tables of the Covenant, with
the law written onthem, were of stone, as a lasting substance It is easy to know
what that means. The stone was whally set apart for this one thing - to cary and
show this Divine writing. The writing and the stone were inseparably conreded.
And so the heat in which God gets His way, and writes His law in power, lives
only and whally to cary that writing, and is unchangeadly identified with it. So
alone can God redise His purpose in creaion, and have His child of one mind and
one spirit with Himself, delighting in dang His will . When the Old Covenant with
the law graven onstone had dore its work in the discovering and condemning of
sin, the New Covenant would give in its deal the life of obedience and true
haliness of heat. The whade of the Covenant blesang centers in this - the heat
being put right and fitted to knov God: “I will give them an heart to know Me,
that | am the Lord; and they shal be My people, and | will be their God; for they
shall return unto Mevith their whole heart* (Jeremiah 24:7).
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2. “And | will betheir God, and they shall be My people.” Do nd passthese words
lightly. They occur chiefly in Jeremiah and Ezekiel in conredion with the promise
of the everlasting Covenant. They express the very highest experience of the
Covenant relationship. It is only when His people lean to love and olkey His law,
when their heat and life ae together whally devoted to Him and His will, that He
can be to them the dtogether inconcevable blessng which these words express “ |
will be your God.” All 1 am and have & God shall be yours. All you can need o
wish for in a God, | will be to you. In the fullest meaning of the word, I, the
Omnipresent, will be ever present with you, in al My grace ad love. |, the
Almighty One, will eacx moment work al in you by My mighty power. I, the
Thrice-Holy One, will reved My sanctifying life within you. | will be your God.
And ye shall be My people, saved and blessed, ruled and guided and povided for
by Me, knowvn and seen to be indeal the people of the Holy One, the God d glory.
Only let us give our heats time to meditate and wait for the Holy Spirit to work in
us all that these words mean.

3. “And they shall teach no more evey man his neighbour, and evey man his
brother, saying, Know the Lord, for they shall all know Me, from the least of
them unto the greatest of them, with the Lord.” Individual personal fellowship
with God, for the fedblest and the least, is to be the wonderful privilege of every
member of the New Covenant people. Each ore will know the Lord. That does not
mean the knowledge of the mind - that is not the equal privilege of all, and that in
itself may hinder the fellowship more than help it - but with that knowledge which
means appropriation and assmilation, and which is eterna life. As the Son krew
the Father becaise He was one with Him and dwelt in Him, the dild of God will
recave by the Holy Spirit that spiritua ill umination which will make God to him
the One he knows best, becaise he loves Him most and lives in Him. The promise,
“They shall be dl taught of God,” will be fulfilled by the Holy Spirit’s teading.
God will speak to each out of His Word what he needs to know.

4. " For | will forgivetheir iniquities, and | will remember their sin no more.” The
word for shows that thisisthe reason d all that precales. Becaise the blood d this
New Covenant was of such infinite worth, and its Mediator and High Priest in
heaven of such Divine power, there is promised in it such a Divine blotting out of
sin that God can na remember it. It is this entire blotting out of sin that cleanses
and sets us freefrom its power, so that God can write His law in ou heats, and
show Himself in paver as our God, and by His Spirit reved to us His deep things -
the degp mystery of Himself and His love. It is the @onement and redemption o
Jesus Christ wrought without us and for us, that has removed every obstade and
made it med for God, and made us med, that the law in the heat, and the daim on
our God, and the knowledge of Him, shoud nav be our daily life and ou eterndl
portion.

Here we now have the Divine summary of the New Covenant inheritance The last-
named blessng, the pardon d sin, is the first in order, the root of al. The secnd,
having God as our God, and the third, the Divine teading, are the fruit. The treeitself
that grows on this roat, and beas. such fruit, is what is named first - the law in the
heart.(On the law written in the heart, see Notg B
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The central demand d the Old Covenant, Obey My voice, and | will be your God, hes
now been met. With the law written in the heat, He can be our God, and we shall be
His people. Perfed harmony with God' s will, hdinessin heat and life, is the only
thing that can satisfy God's heat or ours. And it is this the New Covenant gives in
Divine power, “I will give them an heart to knov Me; and | will be their God, and
they shall be My people; for they shall turn to me with their whole heart.” It is on the
state of the heat, it is on the new heat, as given by God, that the New Covenant life
hinges.

But why, if al thisis meant to be literally and exadly true of God's people, why do
we seeso littl e of thislife, experience so little in ouselves? There is but one answer:
Because of your unbelief. We have spoken o the relation d God and man in credion
as what the New Covenant is meant to make passble and red. But the law can na be
repeded that God will not compel. He can ony fulfil His purpose & the heat is
willi ng and accepts His offer. In the New Covenant al is of faith. Let us turn away
from what human wisdom and human experience may say, and ask God Himself to
tead us what His Covenant means. If we persevere in this prayer in a humble and
teatable spirit, we can court most certainly on its promise: “They shal no more
every man tead his neighbou: Know the Lord, for they shall al know Me.” The
teaching of God Himself, by the Holy Spirit, to make us understand what He saysto
usin HisWord, is our Covenant right. Let us court uponit. It isonly by a God-given
faith that we can appropriate these God-given promises. Andit is only by a God-given
teading and inward ill umination that we can seetheir meaning, so as to believe them.
When God teadies us the meaning of His promises in a heat yielded to His Holy
Spirit, then aone we can believe and recave them in a power which makes them a
reality in our life.

But isit redly possble, amid the wea and tea of daily life, to walk in the experience
of these blessngs? Are they redly meant for all God's children? Let us rather ask the
guestion, Is it posgble for God to do what He has promised. The one part of the
promise we believe-the mmplete and perfed pardon d sin. Why shoud we not
beli eve the other part - the law written in the heat, and the direa Divine fell owship
andteating? We have been so acaistomed to, separate what God hes joined together,
the objedive, ouward work of His Son, and the subjedive, inward work of His Spirit,
that we consider the glory of the New Covenant abowve the Old to consist chiefly in the
redeeming work of Christ for us, and nd equally in the sanctifying work of the Spirit
in us. It isowing to thisignorance and unkelief of the indwelli ng of the Holy Spirit, as
the power through whom God fulfils the New Covenant .promises, that we do nd
really expect them to be made true to us.

Do let us turn ou heats away from all past experience of falure, as caused by
nothing but unbelief; dolet us admit fully and reatily, what fail ure has taught us, the
absolute imposshility of even a regenerate man walking in God's law in his own
strength, and then turn ou heats quietly and trustfully to our own Covenant God. Let
us heir what He says He will do for us, and kelieve Him; let us rest on His
unchangeabl e faithfulnessand the surety of the Covenant, onHis Almighty power and
the Holy Spirit working in us; and let us give up ouselvesto Him as our God: He will
prove that what He has dore for us in Christ is not one whit more wonderful than
what He will do in us every day by the Spirit of Christ.
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CHAPTER YV
THE TWO COVENANTSIN CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE

“These women are two covenants: one from M@&in&i, bearing children unto bondage,
which is Hagar. Now this Haganswereth to Jerusalem that now is, for she is in bondage
with her children. But the Jerusalem which is above is free, which is our mother. So then,
brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free. With freedom did Christ set us
free. Stand fast, therefore, and be not entangled again in a yoke of bondage.” - Galatians 4:24-5:1

The house of Abraham was the Church of God d that age. The division in his house,
one son, hs own son, bu born after the flesh, the other after the promise, was a
divinely-ordained manifestation d the division there would be in al ages between the
children of the bondvoman, those who served God in the spirit of bondage, and thase
who were dildren o the freg and served Him in the Spirit of His Son. The passage
teades us what the whale Epistle confirms: that the Galatians had become entangled
with a yoke of bondage, and were nat standing fast in the freedom with which Christ
makes freeindedl. Instead o living in the New Covenant, in the Jerusalem which is
from abowe, in the liberty which the Holy Spirit gives, their whole walk proved that,
though Christians, they were of the Old Covenant, which bringeth forth children urto
bondge. The passage teadies us the grea truth, which it is of the utmost consequence
for us to apprehend thoroughly, that a man, with a measure of the knowledge and
experience of the graceof God, may prove, by alega spirit, that he is yet pradicdly,
to a large etent, uncer the Old Covenant. And it will show us, with wonderful
clearness; what the proofs are of the absence of the true New Covenant life.

A caeful study of the Epistle shows us that the diff erence between the two Covenants
IS e in threethings. The law and its works is contrasted with the heaing of faith,
the flesh and its religion with the flesh crucified, the impotence to good with a walk
in the liberty and the power of the Spirit. May the Holy Spirit reved to us this twofold
life.

The first antithesis we find in Paul’ s words, “ Receaved ye the Spirit by the works of
the law, or the heaing of faith?’ These Galatians had indeed been ban into the New
Covenant; they had receved the Holy Spirit. But they had been led away by Jewish
teaders, and, though they had been justified by faith, they were seeking to be
sanctified by works; they were looking for the maintenance and the growth of their
Christian life to the observance of the law. They had na understoodthat, equally with
the beginning, the progressof the Divine life is alone by faith, day by day recaving its
strength from Christ alone; that in Jesus Christ naothing avail s but faith working by
love.

Almost every believer makes the same mistake & the Galatian Christians. Very few
lean a conversion at once that it is only by faith that we stand, and walk, and live.
They have no conception d the meaning of Paul’s teading abou being dea to the
law, freaed from the law - abou the freedom with which Christ makes us free “As
many as are led by the Spirit are not under the law.” Regarding the law as a Divine
ordinance for our diredion, they consider themselves prepared and fitted by
conversion to take up the fulfilment of the law as a natural duty. They know nat that,
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in the New Covenant, the law written in the heat neelds an urceaing faith in aDivine
power, to enable us by a Divine power to keep it. They can na understand that it is
nat to the law, bu to a Living Person, that we ae now bound,and that our obedience
and hdinessare only possble by the unceaing faith in His power ever working in us.
It is only when this is seen, that we are prepared truly to live in the New Covenant.

The secondword, that reveds the Old Covenant spirit, is the word “flesh”, Its contrast
is, the flesh crucified. Paul asks. “Are ye so fodlish? Having begunin the Spirit, are ye
made perfed in the flesh?” Flesh means our sinful human nature. At his conversion
the Christian has generally no conception d the terrible evil of his nature, and the
subtlety with which it offers itself to take part in the service of God. It may be most
willi ng and dli gent in God's srvicefor atime; it may devise numberlessobservances
for making His worship pleasing and attradive; and yet this may be dl only what Paul
cdls “making a fair show in the flesh,” “glorying in the flesh,” in man's will and
man’s efforts. This power of the religious flesh is one of the grea marks of the Old
Covenant religion; it misses the deg humility and spirituality of the true worship of
God - a heart and life entirely dependent upon Him.

The proof that our religion is very much that of the religious flesh, is that the sinful
flesh will be foundto flourish along with it. It was thus with the Galatians. Whil e they
were making a fair show in the flesh, and glorying in it, their daily life was full of
bitterness and envy and hetred, and aher sins. They were biting and devouring one
another. Religious flesh and sinful flesh are one: no wonder that, with a grea ded of
religion, temper and selfishnessand worldlinessare so dften foundside by side. The
religion of the flesh can not conquer sin.

What a @ntrast to the religion d the New Covenant! What is the placethe flesh has
there? “They that are Christ’s have aucified the flesh, with its desires and affedions.”
Scripture spedks of the will of the flesh, the mind d the flesh, the lust of the flesh; all
this the true believer has e to be wndemned and crucified in Christ: he has given it
over to the deah. He not only accepts the Cross with its beaing of the aurse, and its
redemption from it, as his entranceinto life; he glories in it as his only power day by
day to owvercome the flesh and the world. “I am crucified with Christ.” * God forbid
that | shoud glory save in the aossof my Lord Jesus Christ, by which | am crucified
to the world.” Even as nathing lessthan the deah of Christ was neaded to inaugurate
the New Covenant, and the resurredion life that animates it, there is no entrance into
the true New Covenant life other than by a partaking of that death.

“Fdlen from grace” This is a third word that describes the wndtion d these
Galatians in that bondage in which they were redly impotent to al true good. Paul is
nat speaking of afina falling away here, for he still addresses them as Christians, bu
of their having wandered from that walk in the way of enabling and sanctifying gace
in which a Christian can get the victory over sin. As long as graceis principally
conreded with pardon and the entrance to the Christian life, the flesh is the only
power in which to serve and work. But when we know what exceeding abundance of
gracehas been provided, and hav God “makes al grace &ound,that we may abound
to all goodworks,” we know that, asit is by faith, so too it is by grace &one that we
stand a single moment or take a single step.
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The mntrast to thislife of impatence and fail ure is foundin the one word, “the Spirit.”
“If ye be led of the Spirit, ye ae not under the law,” with its demand onyour own
strength. “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall nat” - a definite, certain promise - ”ye shall
nat fulfil the lusts of the flesh.” The Spirit gives liberty from the law, from the flesh,
from sin. “The fruit of the Spirit islove, peacgjoy.” Of the New Covenant promise, “I
will put My Spirit within you, and | will cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye
shall keep My judgments,” the Spirit is the ceter and the sum. He is the power of the
supernatural life of true obedience and holiness.

Andwhat would have been the murse that the Galatians would have taken if they had
accepted this teating of St. Paul? Asthey hea his question, “Now that ye have mme
to knonv God, hav turn ye badk again into the we& and beggarly rudiments, where -
unto ye desire to be in bondge ajain?’ They would have felt that there was but one
course. Nothing else awuld help them but at once to turn bad again to the path they
had left. At the point where they had left it, they could enter again. With any one of
them who wished to doso, this turning away from the Old Covenant legal spirit, and
the renewed surrender to the Mediator of the New Covenant, could be the ad¢ of a
moment - one single step. As the light of the New Covenant promise dawned upon
him, and he saw how Christ wasto be dl, and faith all, and the Holy Spirit in the heat
al, and the faithfulness of a Covenant-kegping God all in al, he would fed that he
had bu one thing to do- in uter impotence to yield hmself to God, and in simple
faith to count uponHim to perform what He had spoken. In Christian experiencethere
may be still the Old Covenant life of bondage and failure. In Christian experience
there may be alife that gives way entirely to the New Covenant grace ad spirit. In
Christian experience, when the true vision has been recaved of what the New
Covenant means, a faith that rests fully on the Mediator of the New Covenant can
enter at once into the life which the Covenant secures.

| can na too eanestly beg all believerswholong to knaw to the utmost what the grace
of God can work in them, to study caefully the question as to whether the
adknowledgment that our being in the bondage of the Old Covenant is the reason d
our failure, and whether a dea insight into the posshility of an entire change in our
relationto God, is nat what is nealed to give us the help we seek. We may be seeking
for our growth in a more diligent use of the means of grace and a more eanest
striving to live in acordance with God s will, and yet entirely fail. The reason s, that
thereisaseaet root of evil which must be removed. That roct is the spirit of bondage,
the legal spirit of self-effort, which hinders that humble faith that knows that God will

work al, and yields to Him to doit. That spirit may be foundamidst very gred zed
for God's srvice and very eanest prayer for His grace it does not enjoy the rest of
faith, and can na overcome sin, becaise it does nat stand in the liberty with which
Christ has made us freg and daes nat know that where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is liberty. There the soul can say: “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath
made me free from the law of sin and deah.” When orcewe amit heatily, na only
that there ae falingsin ou life, bu that there is smething radicdly wrong that can
be changed, we shall turn with a new interest, with a degoer confesson d ignorance
and impotence, with a hope that looks to God aone for teading and strength, to find
that in the New Covenant there is an actual provision for every need.
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CHAPTER VI
THE EVERLASTING COVENANT

“They shall be My people, and | will be their God. And | will make an everlasting
covenant with them, that | will not turn away from them, to do them good; but | will
put My fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from Me.” - Jeremiah 32:38, 40

“ A new heart also will | give you, and a new spirit will | put within you: and | will take

the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will give you an heart of flesh. And | will put

my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My

judgments, and do them. Moreover, | will make a covenant of peace with them: it
shall be an everlasting covenant with them.” - Ezekiel 36:26-27; 37:26

We have had the words of the institution d the New Covenant. Let us listen to the
further teatiing we have concerning it in Jeremiah and Ezekiel, where God spe&ks of
it as an everlasting Covenant.

In every covenant there ae two parties. And the very foundation d a @venant rests
on the thought that ead party isto be faithful to the part it has undertaken to perform.
Unfaithfulness on either side breaks the covenant.

It was thus with the Old Covenant. God hed said to Israd, Obey My wice, and | will
be your God. (Jeremiah 7:23;, 11:4) These simple words contained the whole
Covenant. And when Israd disobeyed, the Covenant was broken. The question d
Israd being able or not able to olbey was nat taken into consideration: disobedience
forfeited the privileges of the Covenant.

If aNew Covenant wereto be made, and if that was to be better than the Old, this was
the one thing to be provided for. No New Covenant could be of any profit unless
provision were made for seauring obedience. Obediencethere must be. God as Creaor
could never take His credures into His favour and fellowship, except they obeyed
Him. The thing would have been an impaosshility. If the New Covenant is to be better
than the Old, if it isto be an everlasting Covenant, never to be broken, it must make
some sufficient provision for securing the obedience of the Covenant people.

And this is indeed the glory of the New Covenant, the glory that excdleth, that this
provision hes been made. In a way that no human thought could have devised, by a
stipulation that never entered into any human covenant, by an undertaking in which
God s infinite condescension and paver and faithfulness are to be most wonderfully
exhibited, by a supernatura mystery of Divine wisdom and grace the New Covenant
provides a guaranteg na only for God's faithfulness but for man’s too! And thisin
no aher way than by God Himself undertaking to seaure man’s part as well as His
own. Do try and get hold of this.

It is just because this, the esentia part of the New Covenant, so exceals and
confounds al human thoughts of what a mvenant means, that Christians, from the
Galatians downwards, have not been able to see ad believe what the New Covenant
redly brings. They have thought that human urfaithfulnesswas a fador permanently
to be redkoned with as something utterly unconqguerable and incurable, and that the
posshility of alife of obedience, with the withessfrom within of a good conscience,
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and from abowve of God's pleasure, was nat to be expeded. They have therefore sought
to stir the mind to its utmost by arguments and motives, and rever redised hav the
Holy Spirit is to be the unceaing, unversal, all-sufficient worker of everything that
has to be wrought by the Christian.

Let us beseed God eanestly that He would reved to us by the Holy Spirit the things
that He hath prepared for them that love Him; things that have not entered into the
heat of man; the wonderful life of the New Covenant. All depends upon ou
knowledge of what God will work in us. Listen to what God says in Jeremiah o the
two parts of His everlasting Covenant, shortly after He had annourced the New
Covenant, and in further elucidation d it. The central thought of that, that the heart is
to be put right, is here reiterated and confirmed. “| will make an everlasting covenant
with them, that | will not turn away from them, to do them good.” That is, God will
be unchangeably faithful. He will naot turn from us. “But | will put My fear into their
heart, that they shall not depart from Me.” This is the second Helf: Israd will be
unchangeably faithful too. And that becaiuse God will so pu His fea in their heat,
that they shall not depart from Him. As faithfully as He undertakes for the fulfilment
of His part, will He undertake for the fulfilment of their part, that they shall not depart
from Him!

Listen to God's word in Ezekiel, in regard to ore of the terms of His Covenant of
peace His everlasting Covenant. (Ezekiel 34:25; 36:27; 37:26): “I will put My Spirit
within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments,
and dothem.” In the Old Covenant we have nothing of this ort. You have, on the
contrary, from the story of the golden cdf and the bre&king of the Tables of the
Covenant onward, the sad fad of continual departure from God. We find God longing
for what He would so fain have seen, bu was nat to be found.”O that there were such
an heat in them, that they .would fea Me, and ke al My commandments always’
(Deuteronamy 5:29). We find throughou the Book d Deuteronamy, a thing withou
parall el in the history of any religion a religious lawgiver, that Moses most distinctly
prophesies their forsaking of God, with the terrible aurses and dspersion that would
come uponthem. It isonly at the dose of his threas (Deuteronamy 30:6) that he gives
the promise, of the new time that would come: “The Lord thy God will circumcise
thine heat, to love the Lord thy God with al thine heat, and with al thy soul, and
thou shalt obey the voice of the Lord thy God.” The whoe Old Covenant was
dependent on man’s faithfulness “The Lord thy God keepeth covenant with them that
keep His commandments.” God's kegoing the Covenant availed littl e, if man dd na
kegp it. Nothing could help man urtil the “If ye shall diligently keep” of the law, was
replaced by the word of promise, “I will put My Spirit in you, and ye shall keep My
judgments, and dothem.” The one supreme difference of the New Covenant; the one
thing for which the Mediator, and the Blood, and the Spirit were given; the one fruit
God sought and Himself engaged to bring forth was this. a heat fill ed with His fea
and love, a heat to cleare unto Him and nd depart from Him, a heat in which His
Spirit and His law dwells, a heart that delights to do His will.

Hereistheinmost seaet of the New Covenant. It deds with the heat of man in away
of Divine power. It not only appeds to the heat by every motive of fea or love, of
duty or gratitude. That the law aso dd. But it reveds God Himself, cleansing our
heat and making it new, changing it entirely from a stony heat into a heat of flesh, a
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tender, living, loving heat, puting His Spirit within it, and so, by His Almighty
Power and Love, breahing and working in it, making the promise true, “1 will cause
you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments.” A heat in perfed
harmony with Himself, alife and walk in His way - God haes engaged in Covenant to
work this in us. He undertakes for our part in the Covenant as much as for His own.

This is nothing but the restoration d the original relation ketween God and the man
He had made in His likeness He was on eath to be the very image of God, kecaise
God was to live and to work all in him, and he to find hs glory and dessdnessin
thus owing al to God. This is the excealing dory of the New Covenant, of the
Pentecostal dispensation, that by the Holy Spirit God could nov again be the
indwelli ng life of His people, and so make the promise aredity: “I will cause you to
walk in My statutes.” With God's presence seaured to us every moment of the day - “I
will not turn away from them”; with God's “fea put into ou heat “ by His own
Spirit, and ou heat thus respondng to His haly presence with ou heats thus made
right with God, we can, we shall walk in His statutes, and keep His judgments.

My brethren, the grea sin of Israd under the Old Covenant, that by which they grealy
grieved Him, was this. “they limited the Holy One of Israd.” Under the New
Covenant there is no lessdanger of this sn. It makes it impossible for God to fulfil
His promises. Let us &k, above everything, for the Holy Spirit’s teading, to show
us exadly what God hes establi shed the New Covenant for, that we may honou Him
by believing all that His love has prepared for us.

Andif we ask for the caise of the unbelief, that prevents the fulfilment of the promise,
we shall find that it is nat far to seek. It is, in most cases, the ladk of desire for the
promised besgng. In al who came to Jesus on eath the intensity of their desire for
the heding they needed made them ready and glad to believe in His word. Where the
law has doreits full work, where the ad¢ual desireto be freed from every sinis grong,
and masters the heat, the promise of the New Covenant, when orceredly understood,
comes like bread to a famishing man. The subtle unkelief, that thinks it impossble to
be kept from sinning, cuts away the power of acceting the provision d the
everlasting Covenant. God's Word, “I will put My fea in their heat, that they shall
not depart from Me”; “ | will put My Spirit within you, and ye shall kegp My
judgment,” is understood in some feeble sense, acording to ou experience and nd
acording to what the Word and what God means. And the soul settles down into a
despair, or a self-contentment, that says it can never be otherwise, and makes true
conviction for sin impossible.

Let me say to every reader who would fain be ale to believe fully al that God says:
Cherish every whisper of the @mnscience and d the Spirit that convinces of sin.
Whatever it be, a hasty temper, a sharp word, an urioving or impatient thought,
anything of selfishnessor self - will cherish that which condemnsiit in you, as part of
the schoding that is to bring you to Christ and the full possesson d His slvation.
The New Covenant is meant to med the neal for a power of not sinning, which the
Old could na give. Come with that nedd; it will prepare and open the heat for al the
everlasting Covenant seaures you. It will bring you to that humble axd entire
dependence uponGod in His Omnipotence and His Faithfulness in which He can and
will work all He has promised.
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CHAPTER VII
THE NEW COVENANT: A MINISTRATION OF THE SPIRIT

“Ye are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God;
not on tables of stone, but on tables that are hearts of flesh ... Our sufficiency is of God; who also
made us sufficient as ministers of the New Covenant; not of the letter, but of the Spirit: for the letter
killeth, but the Spirit giveth life. For if the ministration of death came with glory, how shall not rather
the ministration of the Spirit be with glory? For if the ministration of condemnation is glory, much
rather doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory.” - 2 Corinthians 3:3, 6-10

In this wonderful chapter Paul reminds the Corinthians, in spe&ing of his ministry
among them, of what its chief charaderistics were. As a ministry of the New
Covenant he antrasts it, and the whale dispensation d which it is part, with that of
the Old. The Old was graven in stone, the New in the heat. The Old could be written
in ink, and was in the letter that kill eth; the New, of the Spirit that maketh aive. The
Old was aministration d condemnation and deah; the New, of righteousnessand life.
The Old indeed bad its glory, for it was of Divine gopantment, and krought its Divine
blessang; but it was a glory that passed away, and had noglory by reason d the glory
that excdleth, the excealing dory of that which remaineth. With the Old there was
the veil onthe heat; in the New, the vell i s taken away from the face ad the heat, the
Spirit of the Lord gives liberty, and, refleding with unweiled facethe glory of the
Lord, we ae dhanged from glory to glory, into the same image, as by the Spirit of the
Lord. The glory that excdleth proved its power in this, that it not only marked the
dispensation onits Divine side, bu so exerted its power in the heat and life of its
subjeds, that it was e in them too, as they were dhanged by the Spirit into Christ’s
image, from glory to glory.

Think a moment of the mntrast. The Old Covenant was of the letter that kill eth. The
law came with its literal instruction, and sought by the knowledge it gave of God's
will to apped to man'sfea and hislove, to his natural powers of mind and conscience
andwill . It spoketo him asif he muld oley, that it might convince him of what he did
nat know, that he could na obey. And so it fulfill ed its misson : “The commandment
which was unto life, this | foundto be unto deah.” In the New, onthe @ntrary, how
different was everything. Instead of the letter, the Spirit that giveth life, that breahes
the very life of God, the life of heaven into us. Instead of a law graven in stone, the
law written in the heat, worked into the heat’s affedion and pavers, making it one
with them. Instead of the vain attempt to work from withou inward, the Spirit and the
law are put into the inward parts, thence to work outward in life and walk.

This passage brings into view that which is the distinctive blessng of the New
Covenant. In working out our salvation God hbestowed upon $ two wonderful gifts.
We red: “God sent forth His Son, that He might redeem them that were under the
law, that we might receve the alogion d sons. And kecause ye ae sons, God sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into your heats, crying, Abba, Father.” Here we have the
two parts of God s work in salvation. The one, the more objedive, what He did that
we might become His children - He sent forth His Son. The sewond, the more
subjedive, what He did that we might live like His chil dren He sent forth the Spirit of
His Soninto ou heats. In the former we have the external manifestation d the work
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of redemption; in the other, its inward appropriation; the former for the sake of the
latter. These two halves form one great whole, and may not be separated.

In the promises of the New Covenant, as we find them in Jeremiah and Ezekidl, as
well as in ou text and many other passages of Scripture, it is manifest that God's
grea objed in salvationisto get possesson d the heat. The heat isthered life; with
the heat a man loves, and will s, and ads; the heat makes the man. God made man’'s
heat for His own dwelli ng, that in it He might reved Hislove and His glory. God sent
Christ to accomplish a redemption by which man’s heat could be won bad to Him;
nathing but that could satisfy God. And that is what is accomplished when the Holy
Spirit makes the heat of God's child what it shoud be. The whole work of Christ’s
redemption - His Atonement and Victory, His Exaltation and Intercesson, His glory at
the right hand o God - al these ae only preparatory to what is the dief triumph o
His grace the renewal of the heat to be the temple of God. Through Christ God gives
the Holy Spirit to glorify Him in the heat, by working there dl that He has dore and
is doing for the soul.

In a grea ded of our religious teading a fea, lest we shoud derogate from the
honou of Christ, has been alleged as the reason for giving His work for us, on the
Cross or in heaven, a greaer prominence than His work in ou heat by the Holy
Spirit. The result has been that the indwelli ng of the Holy Spirit, and His mighty work
asthelife of the heat, as very littl e known in true power. If we look carefully at what
the New Covenant promises mean, we shall seehow the “sending forth of the Spirit of
His Soninto ou heats’ isindeed the amnsummation and crown of Christ’s redeeming
work. Let us just think of what these promises imply.

In the Old Covenant man had failed in what he had to do.In the New, God is to do
everything in im. The Old could only convict of sin. The New is to pu it away and
cleanse the heat from itsfilthiness In the Old it was the heat that was wrong; for the
New anew heat is provided, into which God pus His fea and His law and His love.
The Old demanded, b fail ed to seaure obedience in the New, God causes us to walk
in His judgments. The New is to fit man for a true haliness a true fulfilment of the
law of loving God with the whale heat, and ou neighbous as ourselves, awalk truly
well-pleasing to God. The New changes a man from glory to glory after the image of
Christ. All becaise the Spirit of God's Son is given into the heat. The Old gave no
power: in the New all is by the Spirit, the mighty power of God. As complete & the
reign and paver of Christ on the throne of heaven, is His dominion onthe throne of
the heart by His Holy Spirit given to USEE NOTE C, on GEORGHRULLER.)

It is aswe bring all these traits of the New Covenant life together into ore focus, and
look at the heat of God's child as the objea of this mighty redemption, that we shall
begin to understand what is aured to us, and what it isthat we aeto exped from our
Covenant God. We shal see wherein the glory of the ministration d the Spirit
consists, even in this, that God can fill our heart with His love, and make it His abode.

We ae acaistomed to say, and truly so, that the worth of the Son d God, who cameto
die for us, is the measure of the worth of the soul in God's sght, and d the greaness
of the work that had to be dore to save it. Let us even so see that the Divine glory of
the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the Father and the Son, is the measure of God's longing
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to have our heat whaly for Himself, of the glory of the work that is to be wrought
within us, of the power by which that work will be accomplished.

We shall seehow the glory of the ministration d the Spirit is no aher than the glory
of the Lord, asit is not only in heaven, bu resting upon s and dwvelling in us, and
changing us into the same image from glory to glory. The inconcevable glory of our
exated Lord in heaven has its courterpart here on eath in the excealing gory of the
Holy Spirit who glorifies Him in us, who lays His glory on s, as He dhanges us into
His likeness.

The New Covenant has no paver to save andto blessexcept as it is a ministration d
the Spirit. That Spirit worksin lesser or greaer degree as Heis negleded and grieved,
or yielded to and trusted. Let us honou Him, and give Him His place a the Spirit of
the New Covenant, by expecting and accepting all He waits to do for us.

He is the grea gift of the Covenant. His coming from heasen was the proof that the
Mediator of the Covenant was on the throne in glory, and coud nav make us
partakers of the heavenly life.

Heis the only teater of what the Covenant means. dwelling in ou heat, He wakens
there the thought and the desire for what God has prepared for us.

He is the Spirit of faith, who enables us to believe the otherwise incomprehensible
blessing and power in which the New Covenant works, and to claim it as our own.

He is the Spirit of grace ad d power, by whom the obedience of the Covenant and
the fellowship with God can be maintained without interruption.

He Himself is the Possessor and the Beaer and the Communicator of al the Covenant
promises, the Revealer and the Glorifier of Jesus, its Mediator and Surety.

To believe fully in the Holy Spirit, as the present and abiding and all-comprehending
gift of the New Covenant, has been to many a one a entrance into its fullness of
blessing.

Begin at once, child of God, to give the Holy Spirit the placein thy religion He has in
God s plan. Be till before God, and believe that He is within theg and ask the Father
to work in theethrough Him. Regard thyself, thy spirit as well as thy body, with hdy
reverence & His temple. Let the wnsciousnessof His hay presence and working fill
thee with hdy cdm and fea. And ke sure that all that God cdls theeto be, Christ
through His Spirit will work in thee.
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CHAPTER V111
THE TWO COVENANTS: THE TRANSITION

“Now the God of peace, who brought again from the dead the great Shepherd
of the sheep, in the blood of the everlasting covenant, even our Lord Jesus,
make you perfect in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which
is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ.” - Hebrews 13:20-21

The transition from the Old Covenant to the New was not slow or gradual, bu by a
tremendous crisis. Nothing less than the deah of Christ was the dose of the Old.
Nothing lessthan His resurredion from the dead, through the blood d the everlasting
Covenant, the opening of the New. The path of preparation that led upto the aisis
was long and slow; the rending of the vell, that symbalised the end d the old worship,
was the work of a moment. By a deah, orcefor al, Christ's work, as fulfill er of law
and pophets, as the end d the law, was for ever finished. By a resurredion in the
power of an endless life, the Covenant of Life was ushered in.

These events have an infinite significance, as reveding the darader of the Covenants
they are related to. The deah of Christ shows the true nature of the Old Covenant. It is
elsawhere cdled “a ministration d deah” (2 Corinthians 3:7). It brought forth nahing
but deah. It ended in deah; only by deah could the life that had been lived under it be
brought to an end. The New was to be aCovenant of Life; it had its birth in the
omnipotent resurredion pover that brought Christ from the dead; its one mark and
blesang is, that all it gives comes, na only as a promise, but as an experience, in the
power of an endesslife. The Deéah reveds the utter inefficacy and insufficiency of
the Old; the Life brings nigh and imparts to us for ever al that the New has to dfer.
An insight into the completeness of the transition, as e in Christ, prepares us for
apprehending the redity of the dange in ou life, when, “like & Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also walk in newness of life.”

The complete difference between the life in the Old and the New is remarkably
illustrated by a previous passage in the Epistle (Hebrews 9:16). After having said that
a deah for the redemption d transgressons had to take place ee the New Covenant
could be established, the writer adds, “Where atestament is, there must of necessty
be the deah o him that made it.” Before any heir can oltain the legacy, its first
owner, the testator, must have died. The old proprietorship, the old life, must
disappea entirely before the new heir, the new life, can enter upon the inheritance
Nothing but deah can work the transference of the property. It is even so with Chrigt,
with the Old and the New Covenant life, with our own deliverance from the Old and
our entrance on the New. Now, having been made dea to the law by the body of
Christ, we have been dscharged from the law, having died to that wherein we were
holden - here is the cmmpleteness of the deliverance from Christ’s sde; “so that we
serve” - here is the coompletenessof the diange in ou experience ‘in newness of the
spirit, and not in oldness of the letter.”

The trangition, if it isto be red and whaole, must take placeby a deah. As with Christ
the Mediator of the Covenant, so with His people. the heirs of the Covenant. In Him
we ae dea to sin; in Him we ae dead to the law. Just as Adam died to God, and we
inherit a nature adually and redly dead: in sin, dead to God and His kingdom, so in
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Christ we died to sin, and inherit a nature ac¢ualy dead to sin and its dominion. It is
when the Holy Spirit reveds and makes red to us this deah to sin and to the law too,
as the one @ndtion d alife to God, that the transition front the Old to the New
Covenant can be fully redised in us. The Old was, and was meait to be, a
“ministration o deah “; until it has completely dore its work in us there is no
complete discharge from its power. The man who sees that self is incurably evil and
must die; who gives sif utterly to deah as he sinks before God in uter impotence and
the surrender to His working; who consents to deah with Christ on the aossas his
desert, and in faith accepts it as his only deliverance he doneis prepared to be led by
the Holy Spirit into the full enjoyment of the New Covenant life. He will lean to
understand hav completely deah makes an end to all self-effort, and haw, as he lives
in Christ to God, everything henceforth is to be the work of God Himself.

See how beautifully our text brings out this truth, that just as much as Christ’s
resurredion ou of deah was the work of God Himsdlf, isour life equally to be whally
God's own work too. Not more dired and wonderful than was in Christ the transition
from deah to life, isto be in us the experience of what the New Covenant life is to
bring. Noticethe subjed of the two verses. In verse 20 we have what God has donein
raising Christ from the dead; in verse 21, what Godisto do in us, working in us what
Is pleasing to Him. (20) “The God d peace who krought from the deal that grea
Shepherd of the shee, even ou Lord Jesus, (21) Make you perfed in every goodthing
to do His will, working in you that which is pleasing in His sght, through Jesus
Christ.” We have the name of our Lord Jesus twice In the first case it refers to what
God hes dore to Christ for us, raising Him; in the secnd, to what God is doing
through Christ in us, working His pleasure in us. Becaise it is the same God
continuing in us the work He began in Christ, it isin us just what it was in Christ. In
Christ’s deah we see Him in uter impotence dlowing and courting upon God to
work al and give Him life. God wrought the wonderful transition. In us we seethe
same; it is only as we give ourself unto that deah too, as we atirely ceae from self
and its works, as we lie, as in the grave, waiting for God to work all, that the God d
resurrection life can work in us all His good pleasure.

It was “through the blood d the everlasting Covenant,” with its atonement for sin, and
its destruction d sin’s power, that God effeded that resurredion. It is through that
same bloodthat we ae redeemed and freed from the power of sin, and made partakers
of Christ’s resurredion life. The more we study the New Covenant, the more we shall
seethat its one am is to restore man, ou of the Fall, to the life in God for which he
was creded. It does this first, by delivering him from the power of sin in Christ’s
deah, and then by taking possesgon d his heat, hislife, for God to work al in him
by the Holy Spirit. The whole agument of the Epistle to the Hebrews as to the Old
and New Covenants is here summed upin these oncluding verses. Just as He raised
Christ from the deal, the God d the everlasting Covenant can and will now make you
perfed in every goodthing to doHis will, working in you that which is well-pleasing
in His sght through Jesus Christ. Your doing His will i s the objed of creaion and
redemption. God's working it al in you is what redemption has made possble. The
Old Covenant of law and effort and fail ure has ended in condemnation and ceah. The
New Covenant is coming to give, in al whom the law has dain and krought to baw in
their utter impotence, the law written in the heat, the Spirit dwelli ng there, and God
working all, both to will and to do, through Jesus Christ.
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Oh for a Divine revelation that the transition from Christ’s deah, in its impatence, to
Hislifein God s power, isthe image, the pledge, the power of our transition ou of the
Old Covenant, when it has slain us, to the New, with God working in us all in all!

The transition from Old to New, as effeded in Christ, was sudden. Is it so in the
believer? Not aways. In us it depends upon a revelation. There have been cases in
which a believer, sighing and struggling against the yoke of bondage, has in ore
moment had it given to hm to see what a wmplete salvation the New Covenant
brings to the heat and the inner life, through the ministration o the Spirit, and by
faith he has entered at once into his rest. There have been aher cases in which,
gradual as the dawn o day, the light of God hes risen uponthe heat. God's offer of
entrance into the enjoyment of our New Covenant privileges is aways urgent and
immediate. Every believer isa dild o the New Covenant, and heir of all its promises.
The deah of the Testator gives him full right to immediate possesson. God longs to
bring us into the land of promise; let us not come short through unbelief.

There may be someone who can hardly believe that such amighty changein hislifeis
within his read, and yet who would fain knonv what he isto doif there is to be any
hope of his attaining it. | have just said, the deah of the testator gives the heir
immediate right to the inheritance. And yet the heir, if he be aminor, does not enter on
the possesgon. A term of yeas ends the stage of minority oneath, and heisnolonger
under guardians. In the spiritual life the state of pupll age ends, na with the expireeof
yeas, bu the moment the minor proves his fitnessfor being made freefrom the law,
by accepting the liberty there is in Christ Jesus. The transition, as with the Old
Testament, as with Christ, as with the disciples, comes when the time is fulfill ed and
all things are now ready.

But what is one to dowhoislonging to be thus made ready? Accept your deah to sin
in Christ, and ad it out. Acknowledge the sentence of deah on everything that is of
nature: take and kee the placebefore God d utter unworthiness and helplesaess
sink daowvn before Him in humility, meekness patience, and resignation to His will and
mercy. (If you would understand the full meaning of this clause and knav how to
pradise its teading, consult a little book just pulished, Dying to Self: A Golden
Diaogue. By Willi am Law, with Notes by Rev. Andrew Murray. (Nisbet and Co.) See
also Note E.) Fix your heat uponthe grea and mighty God, who in His gracewill

work in you above what you can ask or think, and will make you a monument of His
mercy. Believe that every blessng of the Covenant of graceis yours; by the deah o
the Testator you are attitled to it al - and onthat faith ad, knowving that al is yours.
The new heat is yours, the law written in the heat is yours, the Holy Spirit, the sed
of the Covenant, is yours. Act on this faith, and count uponGod as Faithful and Able,
and oH so Loving, to reved in you, to make true in you, al the power and glory of
His everlasting Covenant.

May God reved to usthe diff erence between the two lives under the Old and the New;
the resurredion paver of the New, with God working al in us, the power of the
transition seaured to us in deah with Christ and life in Him. And may He tead us at
once to trust Christ Jesus for a full participation in all the New Covenant secures.
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CHAPTER IX
THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT

“Behold the blood of the covenant, which the Lord hath
made with you.” - Exodus 24:8; Hebrews 9:20

“This cup is the new covenant in My blood.” - 1 Corinthians 11:25; Matthew 26:28
“The blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified.” - Hebrews 10:29

“The blood of the everlasting covenant.” - Hebrews 13:21

The bloodis one of the strangest, the deepest, the mightiest, and the most heavenly of
the thoughts of God. It lies at the very roat of bath Covenants, bu speaally of the
New Covenant. The difference between the two Covenants is the diff erence between
the blood d besasts, and the blood d the Lamb of God The power of the New
Covenant has no lesser measure than the worth of the blood d the Son d God! Y our
Christian experience ought to know of no standard of peacewith God, and puity from
sin, and paver over the world, than the blood d Christ can give! If we would enter
truly and fully into all the New Covenant is meant to be to us, let us beseed God to
reved to us the worth and the power of the blood d the Covenant, the preaous blood
of Christ!

The First Covenant was not brought in withou blood. There @wuld be no Covenant of
friendship between a hay God and sinful men withou atonement and reconcili ation;
and noatonement withou a deah as the penalty of sin. God shake: “I have given you
the blood uponthe dtar to make an atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that
maketh an atonement for the soul.” The blood shed in deagh meant the deah o a
saaifice slain for sin of man; the blood sprinkled onthe dtar meant that vicarious
deah accepted of God for the sinful one. No forgiveness no covenant withou blood
shedding.

All thiswas but type and shadow of what was one day to become amysterious redity.
What no thought of man or angel could have @mnceaved, what even now passth all
understanding, the Eternal Son o God took flesh and Hood, and then shed that blood
as the blood d the New Covenant, na merely to ratify it, but to open the way for it
and to make it possble. Yeg more, to be, in time and eternity, the living power by
which entrance into the Covenant was to be obtained, and al life in it be seaured.
Until we lean to form our expedation d alife in the New Covenant, acording to the
inconcevable worth and paver of the blood d God's Son - we never can have even
an insight into the entirely supernatural and heavenly life that a dhild of God may live.
Let us think for a moment on the thredold light in which Scripture teates us to
regard it.

In the passage from Hebrews 9:15 we real “For this cause Christ is the Mediator of a
new covenant, that a deah having taken pacefor the redemption d the transgressons
that were under the first covenant, they that have been cdled may recave the promise
of the @erna inheritance” The sins of the ages, of the First Covenant, which had only
figuratively been atoned for, had gathered up kefore God. A deah was neaded for the
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redemption d these: In that deah and Hood shedding of the Lamb of God nd only
were these atoned for, but the power of all sin was for ever broken.

The blood d the New Covenant is redemption dood, a purchase price and ransom
from the power of Sin and the Law. In any purchase made on eath the transference of
property from the old owner to the new is complete. Its worth may be ever so grea
andthe had onit ever so strong, if the pricebe paid, it is gone for ever from him who
owned it. The hald sin had on s was terrible. No thought can redise its legitimate
clam on wsunder God's law, its awful tyrant power in enslaving us. But the blood d
God's Son hes been paid. “Ye were redeaned, nd with corruptible things as slver
and gold, from your vain manner of life handed dowvn from your fathers, bu with
predous blood, as of alamb withou spat, even the blood d Christ.” We have been
rescued, ransomed, redeamed ou of our old netural life under the power of sin, uterly
and eternally. Sin has nat the dlightest clam on us, na the slightest power over us,
except as our ignorance or unbelief or half-heatedness alows it to have dominion.
Our New Covenant birthright is to stand in the freedom with which Christ has made
us free Until the soul sees, and desires and accepts, and claims the redemption and the
liberty which hes the blood d the Son d God for its purchase price and its measure,
and its security, it never can fully live the New Covenant life.

Aswonderful asthe blood-shedding for our redemption is the blood-sprinkling for our
cleansing. Here is indeed another of the spiritual mysteries of the New Covenant,
which lose their power when understood in human wisdom, withou the ministration
of the Spirit of life. When Scripture spe&s of “having our heats gprinkled from an
evil conscience” of “ the blood d Christ cleansing our conscience” of our singing
here on eath (Reveation 15), “To Him that washed us from our sinsin His blood;’ it
brings this mighty, quickening blood d the Lamb into dired contad with ou heats. It
gives the asaurance that that blood, in its infinite worth, in its Divine sin-cleansing
power, can kegp us clean in ou walk in the sight and the light of God. It is as this
blood d the New Covenant is known, and trusted, and waited for, and recaved from
God, in the Spirit’s mighty operation in the heat, that we shall begin to believe that
the blessed promise of a New Covenant life and walk can be fulfilled.

Thereis one more thing Scripture teates concerning this blood d the New Covenant.
When the Jews contrasted Moses with ou Lord Jesus, He spake: “ Except ye ed the
flesh of the Son d man, and dink His blood, ye have nat life in yourselves. He that
edeth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, abideth in Me, and | in im.” As if the
redeeming, and sprinkling, and washing, and sanctifying does not sufficiently express
the intense inwardness of its adion and its power to permedae our whole being, the
drinking of this predous blood is dedared to be indispensable to having life. If we
would enter deep into the Spirit and pawver of the New Covenant, let us, by the Holy
Spirit, drink deep of this cup-the cup of the New Covenant in His blood.

On acourt of sin there @muld be no covenant between man and God withou blood.
And noNew Covenant withou the blood d the Son d God. Asthe deansing away of
sins was the first condtionin making a mvenant, so it is equaly the first condtion d
an entranceinto it. It has ever been foundthat a degoer appropriation d the blessngs
of the Covenant must be preceaded by a new and deeper cleansing from sin. We know
how in Ezekiel the words abou God's causing us to walk in His gatutes are preceled
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by “From all your filthinesswill 1 cleanse you.” And then later we read (Ezekiel
3723, 25, “Nether shal they defile themselves any more with any of ther
transgressons; | will cleanse them: so shall they be My people, and | will be their
God. Moreover, | will make aCovenant of peacewith them; it shall be an everlasting
Covenant with them.” The mnfesgon and casting away, and the deansing away of sin
in the blood, are the indispensable, bu all-sufficient, preparation for a life in
everlasting Covenant with God.

Many fed that they do nd understand a redise this wonderful power of the blood.
Much thought does not help them; even prayer does not appea to kring the light they
se&k. The blood d Christ is a Divine mystery that passes al thowght. Like every
spiritua and heavenly blessng, thistoo, bu this espeadaly, neelsto be imparted to us
by the Holy Spirit. It was “through the Eternal Spirit” that Christ offered the saaifice
in which the bloodwas $hed. The blood ted the life of Christ, the life of the Spirit, in
it. The outpouring of the bloodfor us was to prepare the way for the outpouring of the
Spirit on ws . It is the Holy Spirit, and He done, who can minister the blood d the
everlasting Covenant in power. Just as He leals the soul to the initial faith in the
pardon that blood has purchased, and the peaceit gives, He leals further to the
knowledge and experience of its cleansing power. Here again, too, by faith - afaith in
a heavenly power, of which it does not fully understand, and can na define, the
adion, bu of which it knows that it is an operation d God's mighty power, and
effeds a deansing that does give a t¢ean heat. A clean heat, first known and
accepted by the same faith, gpart from signs or fedings, apart from sense or reason,
and then experienced in the joy and the fellowship with God it brings. Oh! let us
believe in the blood d the everlasting Covenant, and the deansing the Holy Spirit
ministers. Let us believe in the ministration d the Holy Spirit, urtil our whae lifein
the New Covenant becomes entirely His work, to the glory of the Father and of Christ.

The blood d the Covenant, O mystery of mysteries! O grace &owve dl gracé O
mighty power of God, opening the way, into the hdliest, and into ou heats, and into
the New Covenant, where the Holy One and ou heat med! Let us ask God much, by
His Holy Spirit, to make us know what it is and works. The transition from the deah
of the Old Covenant to the life of the New was, in Christ, “ through the blood d the
Everlasting Covenant.” No otherwise will it be with us.
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CHAPTER X
JESUS, THE MEDIATOR OF THE NEW COVENANT

“I give thee for a covenant of the people.” - Isaiah 42:6; 49:8

“The Lord shall suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger
of the covenant, whom ye delight in.” - Malachi 3:1

“Jesus was made Surety of a better covenant.” - Hebrews 7:22

“The Mediator of the Better Covenant, established upon better promises ...
The Mediator of the New Covenant ... Ye are come to Jesus, the
Mediator of the New Covenant.” - Hebrews 8:6; 9:15; 12:24

We have here four titles given to ou Lord. Jesus in conredion with the New
Covenant. He is Himself cdled a Covenant. The union between God and man, which
the Covenant aims at, was wrought out in Him personadly; in Him the reconcili ation
between the human and Divine was perfedly effeded; in Him His people find the
Covenant with all itsblessngs; Heis al that God hes to give, andisthe asarancethat
it is given ... He is cdled the Messnger of the Covenant, becaise He cane to
establish and to proclaim it ... He is the Surety of the Covenant, na only becaise He
paid ou debt, bu as He is Surety to us for God, that God will fulfil His part; and
Surety for us with God, that we will fulfil our part ... And He is Mediator of the
Covenant, becaise & the Covenant was established in His atoning blood, is
administered and applied by Him, is entered uponaone by faith in Him, so it is
experimentally known orly through the power of His resurredion life, and His never-
ceaing intercesson. All these names paint to the one truth, that in the New Covenant
Christis all in all.

Thesubed is o large that it would be impossble to enter uponall the various aspeds
of this predous truth. Christ’s work in atonement and intercesson, in His bestowal of
pardon and the Holy Spirit, in His daily communicaion d grace ad strength, are
truths which lie & the very foundation o the faith of Christians. We nead na spe& of
them here. What spedally needs to be made dea to many is how, by faith in Christ as
the Mediator of the New Covenant, we adualy have accssto and enter into the
enjoyment of al its promised blessngs. We have drealy seen, in studying the New
Covenant, how all these blessngs culminate in the one thing that the heat of man is
to be put right, as the only passhble way of hisliving in the favour of God, and God's
love finding its stisfadion in hm. That he is to receve aheat to fea God, to love
Godwith all his grength, to obey God, and to keep al His datutes. All that Christ did
and daes has this for its am; al the higher blessngs of peace ad fellowship flow
from this. In this God's saving power and love find the highest proof of their triumph
over sin. Nothing so reveds the graceof God, the power of Jesus Christ, the redity of
salvation, the blesedness of the New Covenant, as the heat of a believer, where sin
once abounded, with grace now abounding more exceedingly within it.

| do nd know how | can better set forth the glory of our Blessed Lord Jesus as He
acomplishes this, the red objea of His redeeming work, and as He takes entire
posesson d the heat He has bouwght and won and cleansed as a dwelling for His
Father, than by painting out the placeHe takes, and the work He does, in the cae of a
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soul whois being led ou of the Old Covenant bondage with its failure, into the red
experience of the promise axd powver of the New Covenant. (For a pradicd
illustration in the life of Canon Battersby, see Note D). In thus gudying the work of
the Mediator in an individual, we may get a truer conception d the red glory and
greanessof the work He adually acomplishes, than when we only think o the work
He has dore for dll. It isin the gplicaion d the redemption here in the life of eath,
where sin abounded, that its power is ®e. Let us seehow the entrance into the New
Covenant blessing is attained.

The first step towards it, in ore who hes been truly converted and assured o his
acceptancewith God, is the sense of sin. He sees that the New Covenant promises are
nat made true in his experience There is not only indwelling sin, bu he finds that he
gives way to temper, and salf-will , and worldliness and aher known transgressons of
God's law. The obedience to which God cdls and will fit him, the life of abiding in
Christ’s love which is his privilege, the power for a holy walk, well pleasing to God -
in al this his conscience @ndemns him. It isin this conviction d sin that any thought
or desire of the full New Covenant blessng must have its rise. Where the thought that
obedience is an imposshility, and that nothing but a life of faillure and self-
condemnation is to be looked for, has wrought a seaet despair of deliverance, or
contentment with ou present state, it is vain to spe&k of God's promise or power. The
heat does nat respond it knows well enouwgh, it is sure, the liberty spoken o is a
drean. But where the disstisfadion with ou state has wrought a longing for
something better, the heart is open to receive the message.

The New Covenant is meant to be the deliverance from the power of sin; a keen
longing for this is the indispensable preparation for entering fully into the Covenant.

Now comes the seaondstep. Asthe mindis direded to the literal meaning of the terms
of the New Covenant, in its promises of cleansing from sin, and a heat fill ed with
God s fea and God's law, and a power to kegp God' s commands and rever to depart
from Him; as the g/e is fixed onJesus the Surety of the Covenant, who will Himself
make it al true; and as the voice is head o witnesses who can dedare how, after
yeas of bondage, al this has been fulfill ed in them - the longing begins to grow into a
hope, and the inquiry is made, as to what is needed to enter this blessed life.

Then follows ancther step. The heat-seaching question comes whether we ae
willi ng to give up every evil habit, all our own self-will, al that is of the spirit of the
world, and surrender ourselves to be whally and exclusively for Jesus. God can na
take so complete possesson d aman, and Hesshim so wonderfully, and work in him
so mightily, unessHe has him very completely, yea whaly for Himself. Happy the
man who is ready for any sacrifice.

Now comes the last, the simplest, and yet often the most difficult step. And hereit is
we neal to knov Jesus as Mediator of the Covenant. As we hea of the life of
haliness and oledience, and Mctory over sin, which the Covenant promises, and rea
that it will beto usacmrding to ou faith, so that if we daim it in faith it will surely be
ours, the heat often fails for fea. | am willi ng, bu have | the power to make, and
what is more, to maintain this full surrender? Have | the power, the strong faith, so to
grasp and hdd this offered besgng, that it shal indeed be and continue mine? How
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such guestions perplex the soul urtil it finds the aaswer to them in the one word:
Jesus! 1t isHe who will bestow the power to make the surrender and to believe. This
isas surely and as exclusively His work, as atonement and intercesson are His alone.
As aure & it was His to win and ascend the throne, it is His to prove His dominionin
the individual soul. It is He, the Living One, who is in Divine power to work and
maintain the life of communion and victory within us. He is the Mediator and Surety
of the Covenant - He, the God-man, who has undertaken na only for al that God
requires, but for all that we need too.

When thisis s, the believer leans that here, just as a conversion, it is al of faith.
The one thing needed now is, with the eye definitely fixed on some promise of the
New Covenant, to turn from self and anything it could or nead do,to let go sdf, and
fall into the ams of Jesus. He is the Mediator of the New Covenant: it is His to lead
us into it. In the asaurance that Jesus, and every New Covenant blessng, is arealy
ours in virtue of our being God's children; with the desire now to appropriate and
enjoy what we have hitherto al owed to lie unused; in the faith that Jesus now gives us
the neaded strength in faith to claim and accept our heritage & a present possesson;
the will dares baldly to do the deead, and to take the heavenly gift - alife in Christ
acording to the better promises. By faith in Jesus you have seen and receved Him as
to you, in full truth, the Mediator of the New Covenant, bah in heaven arid in your
heart. He is the Mediator who makes it true betweendaddou, as your experience.

The fea has osmetimes been expressd that, if we press ® urgently the work that
Christ through the Spirit does in the heat, we may be drawn dff from trusting in what
He has dore and ever is doing, to what we ae eperiencing of its working. The
answer is smple. It is with the heart alone that Christ can be truly known or
honoued. It isin the heart the work of graceis to be dore, and the saving power of
Christ to be displayed. It isin the heart aone the Holy Spirit has His phere of work;
there Heisto work Christ’s likenessit is there done He can glorify Christ. The Spirit
can only glorify Christ by reveding His saing power in us. If we were to spe& of
what we are to do in cleansing our heat and keeping it right, the fear would be well -
grounced. But the New Covenant cdls us to the very oppaite. What it tell s us of the
Atonement, and the Righteousness of God it has won for us, will be our only glory
even amid the highest halinessof heaven: Christ’s work of halinesshere in the heat
can ornly deegoen the mnsciousness of that Righteousness as our only plea The
sanctificaion d the Spirit, as the fulfilment of the New Covenant promises, is al a
taking of the things of Christ and reveding and imparting them to us. The deeper our
entrance into and ou possesson d the New Covenant gift of a new heat, the full er
will be our knowledge and ou love of Him who is its Mediator; the more we shall
glory in Him alone. The Covenant deds with the heat, just that Christ may be found
there, may dwell there by faith. As we look at the heat, na in the light of feding or
experience, bu in the light of the faith of God s Covenant, we shall lean to think and
spe&k of it as God daes, and begin to knowv what it is, that there Christ manifests
Himself and there He and the Father come to make their abode.
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CHAPTER XI
JESUS, THE SURETY OF A BETTER COVENANT

“And inasmuch as it is not without the taking of an oath: by so much also hath Jesus become the Surety
of a better covenant. Wherefore also He is able to save completely them that draw near unto God
through Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.” - Hebrews 7:20, 22, 25

A surety is one who stands good for ancther, that a cetain engagement will be
faithfully performed. Jesus is the Surety of the New Covenant. He stands surety with
us for God - that God's part in the Covenant will faithfully be performed. And He
stands surety with God for us, that our part will be faithfully performed too. If we ae
to live in covenant with God, everything depends upon ou knowing aright what Jesus
seaures to us. The more we know and trust Him, the more asaured will our faith be
that its every promise and every demand will be fulfill ed, that alife of faithful kegping
of God s Covenant isindeeal passble, becaise Jesus is the Surety of the Covenant. He
makes God'’s faithfulness and ours equally sure.

Wereal that it was because His priesthoodwas confirmed by the oath of God, that He
becane the Surety of a so much better Covenant. The oath of God gives us the
seaurity that His surety-ship will seaure dl the better promises. The meaning and
infinite value of God's oath had been explained in the previous chapter. “In every
dispute the oath is final for confirmation. Wherein God, keing minded to show more
abundantly unto the heirs of the promise the immutability of His coursdl, interposed
with an aeth, that by two immutable things, in which it is imposgble for God to lie,
we may have astrong encouragement.” We thus have not only a Covenant, with
catan definite promises; we have not only Jesus, the Surety of the Covenant; but at
the badk of that again, we have the living God, with a view to ou having perfed
confidence in the unchangeadleness of His coursd and promise, coming in between
with an cath. Do we nat begin to seethat the one thing God aims at in this Covenant,
and asks with regard to it, is an absolute confidencethat He is going to doall He has
promised, hovever difficult or wonderful it may appea? Hisoathisan end o al fea
or dould. Let no ore think of understanding the Covenant, of judging or saying what
may be expeded from it, much lessof experiencing its blessngs, urtil he meds God
with an Abraham like faith, that gives Him the glory, andis fully assured that what He
has promised He is able to perform. The Covenant is a seded mystery, except to the
soul who is going withou reserve to trust God, and abandonitself to His word and
work.

Of the work of Christ, as the Surety of the better Covenant, our passage tell s us that,
because of this priesthoodconfirmed by oath, He is able to save mmpletely those who
draw nea to God through Him. And this, becaise “He ever liveth to make
intercesson for them.” As Surety of the Covenant, He is ceaelesdy engaged in
watching their neals, and presenting them to the Father, in receving His answer, and
imparting its blessng. It is becaise of this never-ceaing mediation, receving and
transmitting from God to us the gifts and pavers of the heavenly world, that He is
able to save ammpletely - to work and maintain in us a salvation as complete & Godis
willi ng it shoud be, as complete & the Better Covenant has asaured us it shall be, in
the better promises upon which it was established. These promises are expounced
(chapter 8:7-13) as being nore other than those of the New Covenant of Jeremiah,
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with the law written in the heat by the Spirit of God as our experience of the power of
that salvation.

Jesus, the Surety of a better Covenant, Jesus is to be our asaurance that everything
conreded with the Covenant is unchangeably and eternally sure. In Jesus the keynote
isgiven o al our intercourse with God, d al our prayers and cesires, of al our life
andwalk, that with full assuranceof faith and hoge we may look for every word of the
Covenant to be made fully true to us by God's own power. Let us look a some of
these things of which we ae to be fully asared, if we ae to breahe the spirit of
children of the New Covenant.

Thereis the love of God. The very thought of a Covenant is an alli ance of friendship.
And it is as a means of asauring us of His love, of drawing us close to His heat of
love, of getting our heats under the power of Hislove, andfill ed with it - it is becaise
God loves us with an infinite love, and wants us to know it, and to give it complete
liberty to bestow itself on ws, and Hessus, that the New Covenant has been made, and
God's own Son keen made its Surety. This love of God is an infinite Divine energy,
doing its utmost to fill the soul with itself and its blessedness Of this love God's Son
is the Messenger; of the Covenant in which God reveds it to us He is the Surety; let
us lean that the diief neel in studying the Covenant and keeping it, in see&king and
claiming its blesangs, is the exercise of a strong and confident asaurance in God's
love.

Then there is the aaurance of the sufficiency of Christ’s finished redemption. All that
was neaded to pu away sin, to freeus entirely and for ever from its power, has been
acomplished by Christ. His blood and deah, His resurredion and ascension, have
taken us out of the power of the world and transplanted us into a new life in the power
of the heavenly world. All this is Divine redity; Christ is Surety that the Divine
righteousness and the Divine accetance, that al sufficient Divine grace ad strength,
are ever ours. He is Surety that al these can and will be communicaed to us in
unbroken continuance.

It is even so with the asaurance of what is needed on ou part to enter into thislifein
the New Covenant. We shrink bad, either from the surrender of al, because we know
nat whether we have the power to let it go, a from the faith for al, becaise we fea
ours will never be so strong or so bdd asto take dl that is offered usin this wonderful
Covenant. Jesus is Surety of a better Covenant. The better consists just in this very
thing, that it undertakes to provide the dildren of the Covenant with the very
dispositions they neal, to accept and enjoy it. We have seen haw the heat is just the
central obed of the Covenant promise. A heat circumcised to love God with al the
heat, a heat into which God's law and fea have been pu, so that it will not depart
from Him - it is of al this Jesusis the Surety under the oath of God. Let us sy it once
more: Surely the one thing God asks of us, and hes given the Covenant and its Surety
to seaure - the confident trust that all will be done in us that is needed - is what we
dare not withhold.

| think some of us are beginning to see what has been ou gred mistake. We have

thought and spoken grea things of what Christ did onthe Cross and daes on the
Throne, as Covenant Surety. And we have stopped there. But we have not expected
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Him to do great things in our hearts. And yet it is there, in ou heat, that the
consummation takes placeof the work on the Crossand the Throne; in the-heat the
New Covenant has its full triumph; the Surety is to be known na by what the mind
can think of Him in heaven, bu by what he does to make Himself known in the heat.
There is the placewhere His love triumphs and is enthroned. Let us with the heat
believe and receve Him as the Covenant Surety. Let us, with every desire we entertain
in conredion with it, with every duty it cdls us to, with every promise it holds out,
look to Jesus, under God's oath the Surety of the Covenant. Let us believe that by the
Holy Spirit the heat is His home and His throne. Let us, if we have not dore it yet, in
a definite ad¢ of faith, throw ourselves utterly on Him, for the whole of the New
Covenant life and walk. No surety was ever so faithful to his undertaking as Jesus
will beto Hison our behalf, in our hearts.

And nav, nawithstanding the strong confidence and consolation the oath of God and
the Surety of the Covenant gives, there ae some still | ooking wistfully at this blessed
life, and yet afraid to trust themselves to this wondous grace They have a onception
of faith as omething grea and mighty, and they know and fed that theirsis not such.
And so their feeblenessremains an insuperable barrier to their inheriting the promise.
Let metry and say once gain: Brother, the ad of faith, by which you accept and enter
thislifein the New Covenant, is hat commonly an ad of power, but often of weakness
and fea and much trembling. And even in the midst of all this feebleness it is not an
ad in your strength, bu in aseaet and perhaps unfelt strength, which Jesus the Surety
of the Covenant gives you. God hes made Him Surety, with the very obed of
inspiring us with courage and confidence He longs, He déelights to kring you into the
Covenant. Why not bow before Him, and say meekly: He does hea prayer; He brings
into the Covenant; He enables a soul to believe; | may trust Him confidently. And just
begin quetly to believe that there is an Almighty Lord, given by the Father, to do
everything nealed to make all Covenant gracewhally true in you. Bow low, and look
up ou of your low estate to your glorified Lord, and maintain your confidence that a
soul, that in its nothingness trusts in Him, will receive more than it can ask or think.

Dea believer, come and ke abeliever. Believe that God is showing you hawv entirely
the Lord Jesus wants to have you and your life for Himself; how entirely He is willi ng
to take dharge of you and work all in you;, how entirely you may even nov commit
your trust, and your surrender, and your faithfulnessto the Covenant, with al you are
and are to be, to Him, your Blessed Surety. If thou believest, thou shalt seethe glory
of God. What Christ has undertaken, you may confidently count upon His
performing.

In asense, and measure, and paver that passth knowledge, Jesus Christ is Himself all

that God can either ask or give, al that God wants to seein ws. “He that believeth in
me, out of him shall flow rivers of living water.”
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CHAPTER XI|I
THE BOOK OF THE COVENANT

“And Moses took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they
said, All that the Lord hath said will we do and be obedient. And Moses took the blood, and

sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the Lord hath
made with you concerning all these wards.” - Exodus 24:7-8; compare with Hebrews 9:18-20

Here is a new asped in which to regard God's blessed Book. Before Moses grinkled
the blood, Fe read the Book d the Covenant, and oliained the people' s accetance of
it. And when he had sprinkled it, he said, “Behald the blood d the mvenant, which
the Lord hath made concerning all these words.” The Book contained al the
condtions of the Covenant; only through the Book could they know al that God
asked of them, and all that they might ask of Him. Let us consider what new light may
be thrown bah uponthe Covenant and uponthe Book, by the one thought, that the
Bible is the Book of the Covenant.

The very first thought suggested will be this, that in nahing will the spirit of our life
and experience, as it lives either in the Old o the New Covenant, be more manifest
than in ou dedings with the Book. The Old had abookas well asthe New. Our Bible
contains both. The New was enfolded in the Old; the Old is unfolded in the New. It is
possble to read the Old in the spirit of the New; it is possble to read the New as well
as the Old in the spirit of the Old.

What this irit of the Old is, we can na seeso clealy anywhere ajust in Israd when
the Covenant was made. They were & oncerealy to promise: “All that the Lord heth
said will we do and ke obedient.” There was 9 littl e sense of their own sinfulness or
of the haliness and glory of God, that with perfed self-confidence they considered
themselves able to undertake to ke the Covenant. They understood littl e of the
meaning of that blood with which they were sprinkled, a of that deah and
redemption of which it was the symbol.

In their own strength, in the power of the flesh, they were ready to engage to serve
God. It is just the spirit in which many Christians regard the Bible; as a system of
laws, a curse of instruction to dred us in the way God would have us go. All He
asks of usis, that we shoud do ou utmost in seeking to fulfil them; more we can na
do; this we ae sincerely realy to do. They know little or nothing of what the deah
means through which the Covenant is established, o what the life from the dea is
through which alone a man can walk in covenant with the God of heaven.

This sf-confident spirit in Israd is explained by what had happened just previoudly.
When God had come down onMourt Sinai in thunderings and lightnings to give the
law, they were gredly afraid. They said to Moses-: “Let not God spe&k with us, lest
we die; speak thouwith us, and we will hea.” They thought it was Smply a matter of
heaing and knawing; they could for certain okey. They knew nat that it is only the
presence and the fea, and the neaness and the power of God humbling us and
making us afraid, that can conquer the power of sin and give the power to oley. It is
so much easier to receve the instruction from man, and live, than to wait and hea the
voice of God and de to al our own strength and goodress It is ho aherwise that
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many Christians &k to serve God without ever seeking to live in daily contad with
Him, and withou the faith that it is only His presence ca kee from sin. Their
religionis a matter of outward instruction from man: the waiting to hea God's voice
that they may obey Him, the deah to the flesh and the world that comes with a dose
walk with God, are unknonvn. They may be faithful and dli gent in the study of their
Bible, in reading .or heaing Bible teading; to have & much as possble of that
intercourse with the Covenant God Himself which makes the Christian life possble -
this they do not seek.

If you would be delivered from all this, lean ever to read the Book d the New
Covenant in the New Covenant Spirit. One of the very first articles of the New
Covenant has reference to this matter. When God says, | will put My law in their
inward parts, and write it in their heats, He engages that the words of His Holy Book
shall no longer be mere outward teading, bu that what they command shall be our
very dispasition and delight, wrought in us as a birth and a life by the Holy Spirit.
Every word o the New Covenant then becomes a Divine asaurance of what may be
obtained by the Holy Spirit’s working. The soul leansto seethat the letter kill eth, that
the flesh profiteth nahing. The study, and knavledge of, the delight in, Bible words
and thoughts, can na profit, except as the Holy Spirit is waited onto make them life.
The accetance of Holy Scripture in the letter, the recetion d it in the human
understanding, is een to be & fruitlessas was Israd’s at Sinai. But as the Word o
God, spoken by the Living God through the Spirit into the heat that waits on Him, it
is foundto be quick and pawverful. It then is a word that worketh effecdually in them
that believe, giving within the heat the adual possesson d the very graceof which
the Word has spoken.

The New Covenant is aministration d the Spirit (seeChapter VII). All itsteading is
meant to be teading by the Holy Spirit. The two most remarkable dapters in the
Bible on the preadting of the gospel are those in which Paul expounds the seaet of
this teading (1 Corinthians 2; 2 Corinthians 3). Every minister ought to see whether
he can passhis examination in them. They tell us that in the New Covenant the Holy
Spirit is everything. It is the Holy Spirit entering the heat, writing, reveding,
impressng upon it God's law and truth, that alone works true obedience No
excdlency of speed o human wisdom can in the least profit God must reved by His
Holy Spirit to preater and heaer the things He hath prepared for us. What is true of
the preadier is equally true of the heaer. One of the grea reasons that so many
Christians never come out of the Old Covenant, never even know that they are in it,
and have to come out of it, isthat thereis © much head knowledge, withou the power
of the Spirit in the heat being waited for. It is only when preaders and heaers and
readers believe that the Book d the New Covenant neads the Spirit of the New
Covenant, to explain and apply it, that the Word of God can do its work.

Lean the doule lesson. What God heth joined together, let no man pu asunder. The
Bible is the Book d the New Covenant. And the Holy Spirit is the only minister of
what belongs to the Covenant. Exped not to understand a profit by thy Bible
knowledge withou seeking continually the teading of the Holy Spirit. Beware lest
thy eanest Bible study, thy excdlent books, or thy beloved teachers take the place of
the Holy Spirit! Pray daily, and perseveringly, and kelievingly for His teading. He
will write the Word in thy heart.

39



The Bible isthe Book d the New Covenant. Ask the Holy Spirit spedally to reved to
theethe New Covenant in it. It is inconcevable what lossthe Church of our day is
suffering because so few believers truly live & its heirs, in the true knowledge and
enjoyment of its promises. Ask God, in humble faith, to give theein al thy Bible
reading, the spirit of wisdom and revelation, enlightened eyes of thine heat, to know
what the promises are which the Covenant reveds; and what the Divine seaurity in
Jesus, the Surety of the Covenant, that every promise will be fulfill ed in theein Divine
power; and what the intimate fell owship to which it admits theewith the God d the
Covenant. The ministration d the Spirit, humbly waited for and li stened to, will make
the Book d the Covenant shine with new light, even the light of God' s courtenance
and a full salvation.

All this applies gedaly to the knowledge of what adually the New Covenant is
meant to work. Amid al we hea, and read, and uncderstand d the different promises
of the New Covenant, it is quite possble that we never yet have had that heavenly
vision d it as a whale, that with its overmastering power compels accetance Just
hea once ajain what it redly is. True obedience and fellowship with God, for which
man was creaed, which sin broke off, which the law demanded, bu could na work,
which God's own Son came from heaven to restore in ou lives, is now brought
within our reach and offered us. Our Father tells us in the Book d the New
Covenant that He now expeds us to live in full and unlioken obkedience and
communion with Him. He tell s us that by the mighty power of His Son and Spirit He
Himself will work thisin us: everything has been arranged for it. He tell s us that such
alife of unkroken oledienceis possble becaise Christ, as the Mediator, will li ve in
us and enable us eath moment to live in Him. He tell s us that al He wants is smply
the surrender of faith, the yielding ourselves to Him to do His work. Oh! let us look,
and see this holy life, with all its powers and blessings, coming down from God in
heaven, in the Son and His Spirit. Let us believe that the Holy Spirit cen give us a
vision d it, as a prepared Gift, to be bestowed in living power, and take possesson o
us. Let uslook upvard andlook inward, in the faith of the Son and the Spirit, and God
will show us that every word written in the Book d the Covenant is not only true, but
that it can be made spirit and truth within us, and in our dailythife can indeed be.
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CHAPTER X111
NEW COVENANT OBEDIENCE

“Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My
covenant, then ye shall be a holy nation unto Me.” - Exodus 19:5

“And the Lord Thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul. And thou shalt obey
the voice of the Lord, and do all His commandments.” - Deuteronomy 30:6, 8

“And | will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk
in My statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments.” - Ezekiel 36:27

IN making the New Covenant, God said very definitely, “Not after the cvenant |
made with your fathers.” We have leant what the fault was with that Covenant: it
made God s favour dependent uponthe obedience of the people. “If ye obey, | will be
your God.” We have leant how the New Covenant remedied the defed: God Himself
provided for the obedience It changes “If ye keg My judgments” into “1 will put My
Spirit within you, and ye shall kee.” Instead of the Covenant and its fulfilment
depending on man’s obedience God undrtakes to ensure the obedience The Old
Covenant proved the need, and panted ou the path, d hadliness the New inspires the
love, and gives the power, of holiness.

In conredion with this change, a serious and most dangerous mistake is often made.
Because in the New Covenant obedience no longer occupies the placeit had in the
Old, asthe mndtion d the Covenant, and freegracehas taken its place justifying the
ungodly, and bestowing gfts on the rebelli ous, many are under the impresson that
obedience is now no longer as indispensable as it was then. The eror is a terrible
one. The whae Old Covenant was meant to tead the lesoon d the ésolute and
indispensable necessty of obedience for a life in God's favour. The New Covenant
comes, na to provide asubstitute for that obedience in faith, bu through faith to
seaure the obedience, by giving a heat that delightsin it and hes the power for it. And
men abuse the freegrace that withou our own oledience accpts us for alife of new
obedience, when they rest content with the grace withou the obedience it is meant
for. They boast of the higher privil eges of the New Covenant, whil e its chief blessng,
the power of a holy life, a heart delighting in God's law, and a life in which God
causes and enables us, by his indwelling Spirit, to keg His commandments, is
negleaed. If there is one thing we need to knowv well, it is the placeobediencetakesin
the New Covenant.

Let our first thought be: Obedience is esential. At the very roct of the relation d a
creaure to his God, and d God admitting the aedure to His fellowship, lies the
thought of obedience It is the one only thing God spoke of in Paradise when “the
Lord God commanded the man “ nat to ea of the forbidden fruit. In Christ’s grea
savation it is the power that redeaned us. “ By the obedience of one shal many be
made righteous.” In the promise of the New Covenant it takes the first place God
engages to circumcise the heats of His people - in the putting off of the body of the
flesh, in the arcumcision d Christ - to love God with al their heat, and to olbey His
commandments. The aowning gft of Christ’s exaltation was the Holy Ghast, to bring
salvationto us as an inward thing. The first Covenant demanded oledience, and failed
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because it could na find it. The New Covenant was expressly made to provide for
obedience. To alifein the full experience of the New Covenant blesang, obedienceis
essential.

It is this indispensable necessty of obediencethat explains why so dften. the entrance
into the full enjoyment of the New Covenant has depended uponsome single ad¢ of
surrender. There was omething in the life, some evil or doultful habit, in regard to
which conscience had dften said that it was not in perfed acord with God's perfed
will . Attempts were made to push aside the trouldesome suggestion. Or unbelief said
it would be impassble to overcome the habit, and maintain the promise of obedience
to the Voice within. Meantime, all our prayer appeaed of no avall. It was as if faith
coud na lay hod o the blessng which was full in sight, until at last the soul
consented to regard this littl e thing as the test of its surrender to olkey in everything,
and d its faith that in everything the Surety of the Covenant would give power to
maintain the obedience With the evil or douliful thing gven up, with a good
conscience restored, and the heat’s confidence before God asaured, the soul could
receive and possess what it sought. Obedience is essential.

Obedience is possible. The thought of a demand which man can na possbly render,
cuts at the very roct of true hope and strength. The seaet thought, “No man can oley
God,” throws thousands badk into the Old Covenant life, and into a false peacethat
God daes not exped more than that we do ou best. Obedience is possble: the whoe
New Covenant promises and secures this.

Only understand aright what obedience means. The renewed man has dill the flesh,
with its evil nature, out of which there aise invaluntary evil thoughts and dspositions.
These may be foundin atruly obedient man. Obedience deds with the doing of what
isknown to be God swill, as taught by the Word, and the Holy Spirit, and conscience
When George Muller spoke of the grea happiness he had had for more than sixty
yeasin God's rvice he dtributed it two things - He had loved God s Word, and “he
had maintained a good conscience, na wilfully going on in a @murse he knew to be
contrary to the mind d God.” When the full light of God kroke in upon Gerhard
Tersteegen, he wrote: “I promise, with Thy help and pawver, rather to give up the last
drop d my blood, than knawvingly and willi ngly in my heat or my life be untrue and
disobedient to Thee.” Such obedience is an attainable degree of grace.

Obedience is possble. When the law is written in the heat; when the heat is
circumcised to love the Lord with al our heat, and to olkey Him; when the love of
God is $ed abroad in the heat; it means that the love of God's law and d Himself
has now beamme the moving power of our life. This love is no vague sentiment, in
man’s imagination d something that exists in heaven, bu a living, mighty power of
God in the heat, working effedually acording to His working, which worketh in us
mightily. A life of obedience is possible.

This obedience is of faith. “By faith, Abraham obeyed.” By faith the promises of the
Covenant, the presence of the Surety of the Covenant, the hidden in-working of the
Holy Spirit, and the love of God in Hisinfinite desire and paver to make truein us all
Hislove and promises, must live in us. Faith can bring them nigh, and make uslivein
the very midst of them. Christ and Hie wonderful redemption reed na remain at a
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distance from us in heaven, bu can become our continual experience However cold
or feeble we may fed, faith knaws that the new heat isin us, that the love of God's
law is our very nature, that the teading and paver of the Spirit are within us. Such
faith knows it can oley. Let us hea the voice of our Saviour, the Surety of the
Covenant, as He says, with a deeper, fuller meaning than when He was on eath:
“Only believe. If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.”

And last of all, let us understand: Obedience is blessedness. Do na regard it only as
the way to the joy and desangs of the New Covenant, bu as itself, in its very nature,
joy and heppiness To have the voice of God teating and guiding you, to be united to
God in willi ng what He will s, in working out what He works in you by His Spirit, in
doing His Holy Will, and deasing Him - surely al thisis joy unspeable and full of
glory.

To ahedthy man- it isadelight to walk or work, to pu forth his grength and conquer
difficulties. To a dlave or a hireling it is bondchge and weainess The Old Covenant
demanded oledience with an inexorable must, and the threa that followed it. The
New Covenant changes the must to can and may. Do ask God, by the Holy Spirit, to
show you haw “you have been creaed in Christ Jesus unto good works,” and haw, as
fitted as avine is for beaing gapes, your new nature is perfedly prepared for every
goodwork. Ask Him to show you that He means obedience, na only to be apossble
thing, bu the most delightful and attradive gift He has to bestow, the entrance into
His love and all its blessedness.

In the New Covenant the cief thing is not the wonderful treasure of strength and
graceit contains, na the Divine seaurity that that treasure never can fail, bu this, that
the living God gives Himself, and makes Himself known, and takes possesson d us
as our God. For this man was creaed, for this He was redeemed again, for this, that it
maybe our adua experience, the Holy Spirit has been given and is dwelling in us.
Between what God hes already wrought in us, and what He waits to work, obedience
IS the bles=ed link. Let us &k to walk before Him in the cnfidence that we ae of
those wholive in the node and hdy consciousness my one work isto oley God. (In a
volume just pubished, The Schod of Obedience, the thoughts of this chapter are more
fully worked out.)

What can be the reason, | ask once gain, that so many believers have seen <o littl e of
the beauty of this New Covenant life, with its power of hay and joyful obedience?
“Their eyes were halden that they knew Him not.” The Lord was with the disciples,
but their heats were blind. It is 2 still. It is as with Elisha's srvant, al heaven is
around hm and he knows it not. Nothing will help bu the prayer, “Lord, open his
eyes, that he may see” Lord, is there not someone who may be realing this, who just
needs one touch to see it all? Oh! give that touch!

Just listen, my brother. Thy Father loves theewith an infinite love, and longs to make
theg even today, His haly, happy, obedient child. Hea His message: He has for thee
an entirely different life from what thou art living. A life in which His grace shall
actually work in thee every moment all He asks thee to be. A life of simple dildlike
obedience, dang for the day just what the Father shows theeto be His will. A lifein
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which the abiding love of thy Father, and the abiding presence of thy Saviour, and the
joy of the Holy Spirit, can keep thee, and make thee glad and strong.

Thisis His message. Thislifeisfor thee. Fear not to accept thislife, to give up thyself
to it and its entire obedience. In Christ it is possible, it is sure.

Now, my brother, just turn heavenward and ask the Father, by the Holy Spirit, to show
thee the beautiful heavenly life. Ask and expect it. Keep thine eyes fixed upon it. The
great blessing of the New Covenant is obedience; the wonderful power to will and
do as God wills. It isindeed the entrance to every other blessing. It is paradise restored
and heaven opened - the creature honouring his Creator, the Creator delighting in His
creature; the child glorifying the Father, the Father glorifying the child, as He changes
him, from glory to glory, into the likeness of His Son.



CHAPTER X1V
THE NEW COVENANT: A COVENANT OF GRACE

“Sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are
not under the law, but under grace.” - Romans 6:34

The words, Covenant of grace though na found in Scripture, are the orred
expresson d the truth it abundantly teades, that the mntrast between the two
covenants is nore other than that of law and grace Of the New Covenant, graceis the
grea charaderigtic: “The law came in, that the offence might abound but where sin
abouncdd, grace did abound more exceealingly.” It is to bring the Romans away
entirely from under the Old Covenant, and to tead them their placein the New, that
Paul writes: “Ye ae nat under the law, bu under grace” And he asaures in them that
if they believethis, andliveinit, their experience would confirm God's promise: “Sin
shall not have dominion ower you.” What the law could na do - give deliverance from
the power of sin ower us - gracewould effed. The New Covenant was entirely a
Covenant of grace In the wonderful graceof God it had its origin; it was meant to be
a manifestation d the riches and the glory of that grace of grace and by grace
working in us, all its promises can be fulfilled and experienced.

The word grace is used in two senses. It isfirst the gradous dispositionin God which
moves Him to love us fredy withou our merit, and to bestow all His blesangs upon
us. Then it also means that power through which this gracedoes its work in us. The
redeeming work of Christ, and the righteousnessHe won for us; equally with the work
of the Spirit in us, as the power of the new life, are spoken of as Grace It includes all
that Christ has dore and still does, al He has and gives, al Heis for us and in us.
Johnsays, “We beheld His glory, the glory of the Only Begotten o the Father, full of
grace adtruth.” “ The law was given by Moses grace ad truth came by Jesus Christ.”
“And d His fullness have dl we receved, and grace for grace” What the law
demands, gracesupgies. The @ntrast which John ponted ou is expounded by Paul:
“The law came in, that the offence might abound;, and the way be prepared for the
aboundng of gracemore excealingly. The law points the way, bu gives no strength
to walk in it. The law demands, bu makes no provision for its demands being met.
The law burdens and condemns and slays. It can waken desire, but not satisfy it. It can
rouse to effort, bu not seaure success It can apped to motives, bu gives no inward
power beyondwhat man himself has. And so, while warring against sin, it becane its
very aly in giving the sinner over to a hopelesscondemnation. “The strength of sinis
the law.”

To deliver us from the bondage and the dominion d sin, grace cane by Jesus Christ.
Its work istwofold. Its excealing abundanceis e in the free ad full pardonthereis
of al transgresson, in the bestowal of a perfed righteousness and in the accetance
into God s favour and friendship. “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sin acarding to the riches of His grace” It is not only at conversion
and ou admittance into God's favour, bu throughou all our life, at ead step of our
way, and amid the highest attainments of the most advanced saint; we owe everything
to grace and grace #ne. The thought of merit and work and worthinessis for ever
excluded.
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The excealing abundance of graceis equally seen in the work which the Holy Spirit
every moment maintains within us. We have found that the central blessng of the
New Covenant, flowing from Christ’s redemption and the pardon d our sins, is the
new heat in which God' s law and fea and love have been pu. It isin the fulfilment
of this promise, in the maintenance of the heart in a state of meeknessfor God's
indwelling, that the glory of graceis gedally seen. In the very nature of things this
must be so. Paul writes: “Where sin abounded, gracedid more excealingly abound”
And where, as far as | was concerned, dd sin abound All the sin in eath and hell
could na harm me, were it nat, for its presencein my heat. It is there it has exercised
its terrible dominion. And it is there the excealing abundance of grace must be
proved, if it is to benefit me. All gracein eath and heaven could na help me; it is
only in the heat it can be recaved, and knavn, and enjoyed. “Where sin abounced,”
in the heat, there “gracedid more excealingly abound that as sn reigned in deah,”
working its destruction in the heat and life, “even so might gracereign,” in the heat
too, “through righteousnessinto eterna life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” As had
been said just before, “ They that receve the @undance of graceshal reign in life
through Jesus Christ.”

Of this reign of gracein the heat Scripture spegs wondous things. Paul spe&ks of
the gracethat fitted hm for his work, of “the gift of that grace of God which was
given me acording to the working of His power.” “The grace of our Lord was
excealing abundant, with faith and love.” “ The grace which was bestowed uponme
was not found \ain, bu | labaured more abundantly than they all; yet not I, bu the
grace of God which was with me.” * He said urto me, My graceis sufficient for thee
My strength is made perfed in weakness” He speds in the same way of grace &
working in the life of believers, when he exhorts them to “be strong in the gracethat is
in Christ Jesus’; when he tells us of “the graceof God’ exhibited in the liberality of
the Macealonan Christians, and “ the excealing gaceof God “ in the Corinthians;
when he encourages them: “God is able to make dl grace &doundin you, that ye may
abound umo every goodwork.” Graceis not only the power that moves the heat of
God in its compasgon towards us, when He aq@uits and accets the sinner and makes
him a dild, bu is equally the power that moves the heat of the saint, and povides it
eat moment with just the dispasition and the power which it neals to love God and
do His will.

It isimpossble to spe too strongly of the neal there is to know that, as wonderful
and free and alone sufficient as is the gracethat pardors, is the gracethat sanctifies;
we aejust as absolutely dependent uponthe latter as the former. We can doasllittle to
the one @ the other. The gracethat works in us must as exclusively do al in us and
through us as the gracethat pardons does al for us. In the one cae & the other,
everything is by faith aone. Not to apprehend this brings a doulde danger. On the one
hand, people think that grace ca na be more exalted than in the bestowal of pardon
on the vile and urworthy; and a seaet feding arises that, if God be so magnified by
our sins more than anything else, we must not exped to be freed from them in this
life. With many this cuts at the roat of the life of true haliness On the other hand,
from nat knowing that grace is aways and aone to do al the work in ou
sanctificaion and fruit-beaing, men are thrown upontheir own efforts, their life
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remains one of feeblenessand bonagge under the law, and they never yield themselves
to let grace do all it would.

Let us listen to what God' s Word says:. “ By grace have ye been saved, through faith;
nat of works, lest any man shoud glory. For we ae His workmanship, creded in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God afore prepared that we shoud walk in them”
Gracestands in contrast to good works of our own na only before mwnwversion, bu
after conversion too. We ae aeaed in Christ Jesus for good works, which God hed
prepared for us. It is grace #one can work them in us and work them out through us.
Not only the cmmmencement but the cntinuance of the Christian life is the work of
grace “Now if it is by graceit is no more of works, otherwise graceis no more grace
therefore. it is of faith that it may be acording to grace” As we seethat graceis
literaly and absolutely to doall in us, so that all our adings are the showing forth of
gracein us, we shall consent to live the life of faith - alife in which, every moment,
everything is expeded from God. It is only then that we shall experiencethat sin shall
not, never, not for a moment, have dominion over us.

“Ye ae not under the law, bu under grace” There ae three possble lives. One
entirely under the law; one eitirely under grace one amixed life, partly law, partly
grace It is this last against which Paul warns the Romans. It is this which is ©
common, and works such ruin among Christians. Let us find ou whether this is nat
our position, and the caise of our low state. Let us beseed God to open ou eyes by
the Holy Spirit to seethat in the New Covenant everything, every movement, every
moment of our Christian life, is of grace aboundng gace grace &oundng
excealingly, and working mightily. Let us believe that our Covenant God waits to
cause dl graceto aboundtoward us. And let us begin to live the life of faith that
depends upon, and trusts in, and looks to, and ever, waits for God, through Jesus
Christ, by the Holy Spirit, to work in us that which is pleasing in His sight.

Grace unto you, and peace be multiplied!
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CHAPTER XV
THE COVENANT OF AN EVERLASTING PRIESTHOOD

“That My covenant might be with Levi. My covenant was with him of life and peace; and |
gave them to him for the fear wherewith he feared Me, and was afraid before My name.
The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips; he walked with

Me in peace and equity, and did turn many away from iniquity.” - Malachi 2:4-6

Israd was meant by God to be anation d priests. In the first making of the Covenant
this was distinctly stipulated. “If ye will obey My voice, and kegp My covenant, ye
shall be unto Me akingdom of priests.” They were to be the stewards of the orades of
God; the dannels through whom Gods knowledge axd Hessng were to be
communicaed to the world; in them all nations were to be blessed. Within the people
of Israd one tribe was gedaly set apart to embody and emphasise the priestly idea
The first-born sons of the whale people were to have been the priests. But to seaure a
more wmplete separation from the rest of the people, and the entire giving up d any
share in their passesgons and pusuits, God chaose one tribe to be exclusively devoted
to the work of proving what constitutes the spirit and the power of priesthood.Just as
the priesthood d the whae people was part of God's Covenant with them, so the
speaal cdling of Levi is goken of as God's Covenant of Life and Peacebeing with
Him, as the Covenant of an everlasting priesthood.All this was to be apicture to help
them and s, in some measure, to apprehend the priesthood d His own Blessed Son,
the Mediator of the New Covenant.

Like Israd, all God's people, uncer the New Covenant, are aroyal priesthood. The
right of free ad full access to God, the duty and pover of mediating for our
fellowmen and keing God's channel of blessng to them, is the inalienable birthright
of every believer. Owing to the feeblenessand incgpadty of many of God's children,
their ignorance of the mighty graceof the New Covenant, they are utterly impotent to
take up and exercise their priestly functions. To make up for this ladk of service, to
show forth the excealing riches of His gracein the New Covenant, and the power He
gives men of beaming, just as the priests of old were the forerunrers of the Grea
High Priest, His foll owers and representatives, God still alows and invites thase of
His redeaned ores who are willing, to dffer their lives to this blessed ministry. To
him who acceots the cdl, the New Covenant brings in speaa measure what God hes
said: “My Covenant of Life and Peaceshall be with hm”; it becomes to him in very
dead “the Covenant of an everlasting priesthood” As the Covenant of Levi’'s
priesthoodissued and culminated in Christ’s, ousisales from that again, and receves
from it its blessing to dispense to the world.

To those who desire to knaw the @ndtions on which, as part of the New Covenant,
the Covenant of an everlasting priesthoodcan be recaved and caried ou, a study of
the condtions onwhich Levi recaved. the priesthoodwill be most instructive. We ae
nat only told that God chaose that tribe, bu what there speaally was in that tribe that
fitted it for the work. Maadi says: “I gave him My covenant for the fea wherewith
he feaed Me, and was afraid before My name.” The referenceis to what took dace &
Sinal when Israd had made the molten cdf. Moses cdled all who were onthe Lord's
side, who were realy to avenge the dishonou dore to God, to come to hm. The tribe
of Levi did so, and at his bidding took their swords, and slew threethousand d the
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idolatrous people (Exodus 32:26-29). In the blessng with which Moses blessd the
tribes before his deah, their absolute devotion to God, withou considering relative or
friend, is mentioned as the proaof of their fithessfor God' s srvice (Deuteronamy 33.5-
11): “Let Thy Thummim and Thy Urim be with Thy haly one, who said urto his father
and to his mother, | have not known thee neither did he a&nowledge his own
brethren, na know his own children: for they have observed Thy word and kept Thy
covenant.”

The same principle is grikingly ill ustrated in the story of Aaron's grandson, Phiness,
where he, in his zed for God, exeauted judgment on dsobedienceto God s command.
The words are most suggestive. “And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Phineas, the
son d Eleaar, the son d Aaron, heth turned away My wrath from the dildren o
Israd, in that he was jealous with My jealousy among them, so that | consumed them
nat in My jedousy. Wherefore say, Behadd, | give unto hm My covenant of peace
and it shal be unto hm, and hs sa after him, the @venant of an everlasting
priesthood becaise he was jealous for his God, and made an atonement for the
children of Israd” (Numbers 25:10-13). To be jedous with God's jedousy, to be
jedous for God s honou, and rise up against sin, is the gate into the Covenant of an
everlasting priesthood,is the seaet of being entrusted by God with the saaed work of
teading His people, and buning incense before Him, and turning many from iniquity
(Deuteronomy 33:10; Malachi 2:6).

Even the New Covenant is in danger of being abused by the seeking of our own
happinessor hainess more than the honou of God a the deliverance of men. Even
where these ae nat entirely negleded, they do nd always take the placethey are
meant to have - that first placethat makes everything, the deaest and bkest, secondary
and subadinate to the work of helping and dessng men. A redless disregard o
everything that would interfere with God's will and commands, a being jedous with
God s jedousy against sin, awitnessng and a fighting against it at any saaifice - this
is the school of training for the priestly office.

It isthis the world needs nowadays - men of Godin whom the fire of God buns, men
who can stand and spe& and ad in powver on kehaf of a God who, amid His own
people, is dishonoued by the worship of the golden cdf. Understand that as you will,
of the place given to money and rich men in the durch, o the prevaence of
worldlinessand luxury, or of the more subtle danger of a worship meant for the true
God, uner forms taken from the Egyptians, and suited to the wisdom and the canal
life of this world. A religion God can na approve is often found even where the
people still professto bein covenant with God. “ Conseaate yourselves today unto the
Lord, even every man upon Is brother.” This cdl of Moses is as much needed today
as ever. To each one who responds there is the reward of the priesthood.

Let all who would know to the full what the New-Covenant means, remember God' s
Covenant of Life and Peacewith Levi. Accept of the haly cdling to be an intercessor,
and to bun incense before the Lord continually. Love, work, pray, believe, as one
whom God hes 9ought and foundto stand in the gap before Him. The New Covenant
was dedicaed by a saaifice and a deah: redkon it your most wonderful privil ege,
your fullest entranceinto itslife, as you refled the glory of the Lord, and are changed
into the same image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord, to let the Spirit
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of that sacrifice and death be the moving power in all your priestly functions. Sacrifice
yourself, live and die for your fellowmen.

One of the great objects with which God has made a Covenant with us, is, as we have
said so often, to waken strong confidence in Himself and His faithfulness to His
promise. And one of the objects that He has in wakening and so strengthening the
faith in us, isthat He may use us as His channels of blessing to the world. In the work
of saving men, He wants intercessory prayer to take the first place. He would have us
come to Him to receive, from Him in heaven, the spiritua life and power which can
pass out from us to them. He knows how difficult and hopeless it is in many-eases to
deal with sinners;, He knows that it is no light thing for us to believe that in answer to
our prayer the mighty power of God will move to save those around us; He knows that
it needs strong faith to persevere patiently in prayer in cases in which the answer is
long delayed, and every year appears farther off than ever. And so He undertakes, in
our own experience, to prove what faith in His Divine power can do, in bringing down
al the blessings of the New Covenant on ourselves, that we may be able to expect
confidently what we ask for others.

In our priestly life there is still another aspect. The priests had no inheritance with
their brethren; the Lord God was their inheritance. They had access to His dwelling
and His presence, that there they might intercede for others, and thence testify of what
God isand wills. Their personal privilege and experience fitted them for their work. If
we would intercede in power, do let us live in the full realisation of New Covenant
life. It gives us not only liberty and confidence with God, and power to persevere; it
gives us power with men, as we can testify to and prove what God has done to us.
Herein is the full glory of the New Covenant, that, like Christ, its Mediator, we have
the fire of the Divine love dwelling in us, and consuming us in the service of men.
May to each of usthe chief glory of the New Covenant be that it is the Covenant of an
everlasting priesthood.
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CHAPTER XVI
THE MINISTRY OF THE NEW COVENANT

“Ye are our epistle, written in our hearts, known and read of all men: being made manifest that ye are
an epistle of Christministered by us, written not with ink, butvith the Spirit of theliving God: not in
tables of stone, but in tables that are hearts of flesh. And such confidence have we through Christ
Godward: not that we are sufficient of ourselves, to account anything as from ourselves;
but our sufficiency is from God: who also made us sufficientiaisters of a new covenant; not
of the letter, but of the Spirit; for the lettieifleth, butthe Spirit giveth life.” - 2 Corinthians 3:2-6

We have seen that the New Covenant is a ministration d the Spirit. The Holy Spirit
ministers al its grace ad Hesdng in Divine power and life. (It may be well to real
again and compare Chapter VII.: “The New Covenant: a Ministration d the Spirit.”)
He does this through men, who are cdled ministers of a New Covenant, ministers of
the Spirit. The Divine ministration d the Covenant to men, and the eathly ministry of
God's srvants, are equally to be in the power of the Holy Spirit. The ministry of the
New Covenant has its glory and its fruit in this, that it is al to be ademonstration d
the Spirit and of power.

What a contrast this to the Old Covenant. Moses had indeed receved o the glory of
God shining upon hm, bu had to pu a veil on hs face Israd was incgpable of
looking on it. In heaing and reading Moses, there was a veil on their heats. From
Moses they might receve knowledge and thoughts and desires - the power of God's
Spirit, to enable them to seethe glory of what God spe&ks, was not yet given. Thisis
the exceading dory of the New Covenant, that it is a ministration d the Spirit; that its
ministers have their sufficiency from God, who makes them ministers of the Spirit,
and makes them able so to spedk the words of God in the Spirit, that they are written
in the heat, and that the hearers become legible, living epistles of Christ, showing the
law written in their heart and life.

The ministry of the Spirit! What a glory thereisin it! What a resporsibility it brings!
What a sufficiency of gracethereis provided for it! What a privilege, to be aminister
of the Spirit!

What tens of thousands we have throughou Christendam who are cdl ed ministers of
the gospel. What an inconcevable influence they exert for life or for deah ower the
millions who depend uponthem for their knowledge and participation d the Christian
life. What a power there would be if al these were ministers of the Spirit! Let us gudy
the word, urtil we seewhat God meant the ministry to be, and lean to take our part in
praying and labouring to have it nothing less.

God hath made us ministers of the Spirit. The first thought is that a minister of the
New Covenant must be aman personally possessd o the Holy Spirit. There is a
twofold work of the Spirit: one in giving a haly disposition and charader, the other in
qualifying and empowering a man for work. The former must always come first. The
promise of Christ to His disciples, that they shoud receve the Holy Spirit for their
service was very definitely given to those who had foll owed and loved Him, and kept
His commandments. It is by no means enough that a man have been ban o the Spirit.
If heisto be a ‘sufficient minister” of the New Covenant, he must know what it is to
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be led by the Spirit, to walk in the Spirit, and to say, “The law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and ceah.” Who that wants to
lean Gree&k or Hebrew would accept a professor who herdly knows the dements of
these languages? And hav can a man be aminister of the New Covenant, which is ©
entirely “a ministration d the Spirit,” a ministration d heavenly life and pawer,
unless he knows by experience what it is to live in the Spirit? The minister must,
before everything, be apersonal proof and witnessof the truth and paver of God in
the fulfilment of what the New Covenant promises. Ministers are to be picked men;
the best spedmens and examples of what the Holy Spirit can doto sanctify a man, and
by the working of God’s power in him to fit him for His service.

God hath made us ministers of the Spirit. Next to this thowght, of being personaly
possessed by the Spirit, comes the truth that al their work in the ministry can be dore
in the power of the Spirit. What an ursped&ably predous asaurance - Christ sends
them to doa heavenly work, to doHis work, to be the instruments in His hands, by
which He works He dothes them with a heavenly power. Their cdling is “to preath
the gospel with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.” As far as fedings are
concerned, they may have to say as Paul: “I was with you in we&ness and in fea,
and in much trembling.” That does nat prevent their adding, nay rather, that may just
be the seaet of their being able to add: “My preading was in demonstration d the
Spirit and d power.” If aman isto be aminister of the New Covenant, a messenger
and ateader of itstrue blessng, so asto lead God's children to livein it, nahing less
will do than a full experience of its power in himself, as the Spirit ministers it.
Whether in hisfeading on God s word himself, or his seking in it for God' s message
for his people, whether in seaet or intercessory prayer, whether in private intercourse
with souls or puldic teading, heisto wait upon,to receve, to yield to the energising
of the Holy Spirit, as the mighty power of God working with him. This is his
sufficiency for the work. He may every day afresh claim and recave the anointing
with fresh oil, the new inbreathing from Christ of His own Spirit and life.

God hath made us ministers of the Spirit. There is omething still, of no less
importance The Minister of the Spirit must espedally seeto it that he lead men to the
Holy Spirit. Many will say, If he be led o the Spirit in teading men, is not that
enough? By no means. Men may become too dependent on hm; men may take his
Scripture teading at seoond-hand, and, while there is power and Hessng in his
ministry, have reason to wonder that the results are not more definitely spiritua and
permanent. The reason is smple. The New Covenant is: they shall no longer every
man tead his brother, know the Lord, for al shal know Me, from the least even to
the gredest. The Father wants every child, from the least, to live in continual
personal intercourse with Himself. This can na be, except as he is taught and helped
to knov and wait on the Holy Spirit. Bible study and payer, faith and love ad
obedience, the whale daily walk must be taught as entirely dependent on the teading
and working of the indwelling Spirit.

The minister of the Spirit, very definitely and perseveringly, pants away from himself
to the Spirit. Thisiswhat Johnthe Baptist did. He was fill ed with the Holy Spirit from
his birth, bu sent men away from himself to Christ, to be by Him baptized with the
Spirit. Christ did the same. In His farewell discourse He cdled His disciples to turn
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from His persona instruction to the inward teading of the Holy Spirit, who shoud
dwell in them, and guide them into the truth and power of all He had taught them.

There is nathing so neaded in the Church today. All it s feeblenessand formaliti es and
worldliness the ladk of hdliness of persona devotionto Christ, of enthusiasm for His
cause and kingdom, is owing to ore thing - the Holy Spirit is not known and honoued
and yielded to, as the one only, as the one dl-sufficient source of ahdly life. The New
Covenant is nat known as a ministration d the Spirit in the heat of every believer.
The one thing needful for the Church is - the Holy Spirit in His power dwelli ng and
ruling in the lives of God's saints. And as one of the diief means to this there ae
nealed ministers of the Spirit, themselves living in the enjoyment and powver of this
grea gift, who persistently labour to bring their brethren into the possesson d their
birthright: the Holy Spirit in the heat, maintaining, in Divine power, an urceaing
communion with the Son and with the Father. The ministration d the Spirit makes the
ministry of the Spirit possble and effecdua. And the ministry of the Spirit again
makes the ministration d the Spirit an adua experimenta redity in the life of the
Church.

We know how dependent the Church is on its ministry. The @mnwerse is no lesstrue.
The ministers are dependent on the Church. They are its children; they breahe its
atmosphere; they share its hedth or sickliness they are dependent uponits fellowship
and intercesgon. Let nore of us think that al that the New Covenant cdls usto is to
see that we personally accept and rgjoice in its blessngs. No, indead; God wants
everyone who enters into it to knaw that its privileges are for all His children, and to
give himsef to make this known. And there is no more dfedua way of doing this
than taking thought for the ministry of the Church. Compare the ministry aroundyou
with its pattern in God' s word (see spedally 1 Corinthians 2; 2 Corinthians 3). Join
with athers who knov how the New Covenant is nathing, if it be not a ministration o
the Spirit, and cry to God for a spiritual ministry. Ask the leading of God the Holy
Ghost to tead you what can be dore, what you can do,to have the ministry of your
Church become atruly spiritual one. Human condemnation will do as little good as
human approbation. It is as the supreme placeof the Holy Spirit, as the representative
and reveder of the Father and the Son, is made dea to us, that the one desire of our
heat, and ou continual prayer, will be, that God would so dscover to al the
ministers of His word their heavenly cdling, that they may, above everything, seek
this one thing - to be sufficient ministers of the New Covenant, na of the letter, but of
the Spirit
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CHAPTER XVII
HISHOLY COVENANT

“To remember His Holy Covenant; to grant unto us that we, being delivered
out of the hands of our enemies, should serve Him without fear, in
holiness and righteousness before Him, all our days.” - Luke 1:68-75

When Zadarias was fill ed with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, he spoke of God's
visiting and redeaming His people, as a remembering of His Holy Covenant. He
speeks of what the blessngs of that Covenant would be, na in words that had been
used before, but in what is manifestly a Divine revelation to him by the Holy Spirit;
and gathers up al the former promises in these words “ That we shoud serve Him
withou fea, in holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life.”
Holinessin life and serviceis to be the grea gift of the Covenant of God s Holiness
As we have seen before, the Old Covenant proclaimed and demanded hdiness the
New provides it; holiness of heart and life is its great blessing.

There is no attribute of God so dfficult to define, so peauliarly a matter of Divine
revelation, so mysterious, incomprehensible, and inconcevably glorious, as His
Holiness It is that by which He is gedally worshipped in His majesty on the throne
of heaven (Isaiah 6.2; Revelation 48; 15:4). It unites His righteousness that judges
and condemns, with His love, that saves and Hesss. As the Holy One He is a
consuming fire (Isaiah 1017) ; as the Holy One He loves to dwell among His people
(Isaiah 126). Asthe Holy One He is at an infinite distance from us; as the Holy One
He comesinconcavably nea, and makes us one with, makes us like Himself. The one
purpose of His holy Covenant is to make us holy as He is holy.

As the Holy One He says. “ | am hadly; be ye haly; | am the Lord which hall ows you,
which make you hdy.” The highest concevable summit of blessednessis our being
partakers of the Divine nature, of the Divine holiness.

This is the gred blessng Christ, the Mediator of the New Covenant, brings. He has
been made unto us “both righteousnessand sanctification” - righteousnessin order to,
as a preparation for, sanctificaion (Remember that the words sanctify, sanctity, saint
are the same & make hay, hdiness hdy one.) or hadiness He prayed to the Father:
“Sanctify them; for thelr sakes | sanctify Myself, that they themselves may also be
sanctified in truth.” In Him w