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INTRODUCTION

The objed of this little book is first of al to remind al Christian workers of the
greanessand the glory of the work in which God gives a share. It is nothing lessthan
that work of bringing men badk to their God, at which God finds His highest glory and
blesedness Aswe seethat it is God s own work we have to work out, that He works
it through us, that in ou daing it His glory rests on us and we glorify Him, we shall
count it our joy to give ourselves to live only and wholly for it.

The am of the book at the same time is to help thase who complain, and perhaps do
nat even know to complain, that they are goparently labouing in vain, to find ou what
may be the cause of so much fallure. God' s work must be dore in God' s way, and in
God's power. It is giritual work, to be dore by spiritual men, in the power of the
Spirit. The deaer our insight into, and the more complete our submisson to, God's
laws of work, the surer and the richer will be our joy and our reward in it.

Along with this | have had in view the grea number of Christians who padicdly
take nored part in the serviceof their Lord. They have never understoodthat the dief
charaderistic of the Divine life in God and Christ is love and its work of blessng
men. The Divinelifein us can show itself in no dher way. | have tried to show that it
is God s will that every believer without exception, whatever be his pasition in life,
gives himself wholly to live and work for God.

| have dso written in the hope that some, who have the training of othersin Christian
life and work, may find thoughts that will be of use to them in teading the imperative
duty, the urgent need, the Divine blessednessof a life given to God's srvice and to
waken within the ansciousnessof the power that works in them, even the Spirit and
power of Christ Himself.

To the grea host of workersin Church and Chapel, in Misson-Hall and Open-Air, in
Day and Sunday Schods, in Endearour Societies, in Y. M. and Y. W. and Students
Associations, and al the various forms of the ministry of love throughou the world, |
lovingly offer these meditations, with the fervent prayer that God, the Grea Worker,
may make us true Fellow-Workers with Himself.

ANDREW MURRAY
WELLINGTON, February, 1901
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WAITING AND WORKING

‘They that wait uponthe Lord shall renew their strength. Neither hath the g/e seen, O
God, beside Thee, which worketh for him thaiteth for Him' - Isaiah 40:31; 64:4

Here we have two texts in which the mnredion ketween waiti ng and working is made
clea. In the first we seethat waiting brings the needed strength for working - that it
fits for joyful and urweaied work. ‘They that wait on the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up oneajles wings; they shall run, and nd be weay; they
shall walk, and nd faint.” Waiting on God hes its value in this: it makes us drong in
work for God. The seaond reveds the seaet of this grength. ‘God worketh for Him
that waiteth for Him.” The waiting on God seaures the working of God for us and in
us, ou of which ou work must spring. The two passages tead the gred leson, that
as waiting on God lies at the root of al true working for God, so working for God
must be the fruit of al true waiting on Him. Our grea need isto hdd the two sides of
the truth in perfect conjunction and harmony.

There ae some who say they wait uponGod, bu who do nd work for Him. For this
there may be various reasons. Here is one who confounds true waiting on God (in
living dired intercourse with Him as the Living One), and the devotion to Him of the
energy of the whae being, with the slothful, helplesswaiting that excuses itself from
al work until God, by some speda impulse, has made work easy. Here is ancther
who waits on God more truly, regarding it as one of the highest exercises of the
Christian life, and yet has never understood that at the roat of all true waiting there
must lie the surrender and the readinessto be whally fitted for God s use in the service
of men. And hereis dill ancther whois ready to work as well as wait, bu is looking
for some grea inflow of the Spirit’s power to enable him to do mighty works, while
he forgets that as a believer he drealy has the Spirit of Christ dwelling in Him; that
more graceis only given to those who are faithful in the little; and that it isonly in
working that we can be taught by the Spirit how to dothe greaer works. All such, and
al Christians, nead to lean that waiting has working for its objed, that it is only in
working that waiting can attain its full perfedion and dessedness It is as we devate
working for God to its true place as the highest exercise of spiritual privilege and
power, that the dsolute need and the divine blessng of waiting on God can be fully
known.

On the other hand, there ae some, there ae many, who work for God, bu know littl e
of what it is to wait on Him. They have been led to take up Christian work, uncer the
impulse of natural or religious feding, at the bidding of a pastor or a society, with bu
very littl e sense of what a haly thing it is to work for God. They do nd know that
God swork can orly be dore in God's drength, by God Himself working in us. They
have never leant that, just asthe Son d God could do nahing of Himself, bu that the
Father in Him did the work, as He lived in continual dependence before Him, so, and
much more, the believer can do nahing but as God works in im. They do nd
understand that it is only as in utter weakness we depend uponHim, His power can
rest on s. And so they have no conception d a cntinual waiting on God as being
one of the first and essential condtions of succesful work. And Christ’s Church and



the world are sufferers to-day, oh, so terribly! not only becaise so many of its
members are nat working for God, bu becaise so much working for God is dore
without waiting on God.

Among the members of the body of Christ there is a grea diversity of gifts and
operations. Some, who are @mnfined to their homes by reason d sickness or other
duties, may have more time for waiting on God than oppatunity of direa working for
Him. Others, who are over-pressed by work, find it very difficult to find time and
quiet for waiting on Him. These may mutually supdy ead ather’slad. Let thase who
have time for waiting on God definitely link themselves to some who are working. Let
those who are working as definitely clam the ad o those to whom the spedal
ministry of waiting on God hes been entrusted. So will the unity and the hedth of the
body be maintained. So will those who wait know that the outcome will be power for
work, and thase who work, that their only strength is the grace obtained by waiting.
So will God work for His Church that waits on Him.

Let us pray that as we proceal in these meditations on working for God, the Holy
Spirit may show us how saaed and hav urgent our cdling is to work, how absolute
our dependence is uponGod's drength to work in us, how sure it is that thase who
wait on Him shall renew their strength, and hav we shal find waiting on God and
working for God to be indeed inseparably one.

1. Itis only as God works for me, and in me, that | can work for Him.

2. All His work for me is through His life in me.

3. He will most surely work, if I wait on Him.

4. All Hisworking for me, and my waiting on Him, has but one am, to fit me for His
work of saving men.
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GoOODWORKSTHE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

‘Ye aethelight of the world. Let your light shine before men, that they may seeyour
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heavenMatthew 5:14, 16

A light is dways meant for the use of those who are in darkness that by it they may
see The sun lights up the darknessof thisworld. A lamp is hung in aroom to give it
light. The Church of Christ is the light of men. The God d this world hath blinded
their eyes, Christ’s disciples are to shine into their darkness and give them light. As
the rays of light stream forth from the sun and scater that light al abou, so the good
works of believers are the light that streams out from them to conquer the surroundng
darkness, with its ignorance of God and estrangement from Him.

What a high and hdy placeis thus given to ou goodworks. What power is attributed
to them. How much depends uponthem. They are nat only the light and hedth and
joy of our own life, bu in every deed the means of bringing lost souls out of darkness
into God's marvellous light. They are even more. They not only bless men, bu they
glorify God, in leading men to knov Him as the Author of the grace seen in His
children. We propose studying the teading of Scripture in regard to good works, and
speaally al work dore diredly for God and His kingdom. Let us listen to what these
words of the Master have to teach us.

The aim of good works - It is, that God may be glorified. Y ou remember how our Lord
said to the Father: ‘| have glorified Theeon the eath, | have finished the work which
Thou gavest Me to do! We read more than orce of His mirades, that the people
glorified God. It was becaise what He had wrought was manifestly by a Divine
power. It is when ou good works thus too are something more than the ordinary
virtues of refined men, and bea the impressof God uponthem, that men will glorify
God. They must be the good works of which the Sermon on the Mourt is the
embodment - alife of God's children, ddang more than ahers, seeking to be perfea
as their Father in heaven is perfed. This glorifying of God by men may not mean
conversion, bu it is a preparation for it when an impresson favourable to God hes
been made. The works prepare the way for the words, and are a evidence to the
reality of the Divine truth that is taught, while without them the world is powerless.

The whale world was made for the glory of God. Christ came to redeem us from sin
and lring us bad to serve and glorify Him. Believers are placed in the world with this
one objed, that they may let their light shine in goodworks, so as to win men to God.
Astruly as the light of the sunis meant to lighten the world, the good works of God's
children are meant to be the light of those who knav and love not God. What need
that we form a right conception d what good works are, as beaing the mark of
something heavenly and dvine, and having a power to compel the almisson that God
IS in them.

The power of good works - Of Christ it is written: ‘In Him was life, and the life was
the light of men.” The Divine life gave out a Divine light. Of His disciples Christ said:
‘If any man follow Me, be shall not walk in darkness but have the light of life.” Christ



isour lifeand light. When it is said to us, Let your light shine, the degpest meaning is,
let Christ, who dwells in you, shine. As in the power of His life you do your good
works, your light shines out to all who see you. And because Christ in you is your
light, your works, however humble and feeble they be, can carry with them a power of
Divine conviction. The measure of the Divine power which works them in you will be
the measure of the power working in those who see them. Give way, O child of God,
to the Life and Light of Christ dwelling in you, and men will see in your good works
that for which they will glorify your Father which isin heaven.

The urgent need of goodworks in believes - As needful as that the sun shines every
day, yea, more so, is it that every believer lets his light shine before men. For this we
have been created anew in Christ, to hold forth the Word of Life, as lights in the
world. Christ needs you urgently, my brother, to let His light shine through you.
Perishing men around you need your light, if they are to find their way to God. God
needs you, to let His glory be seen through you. As wholly as a lamp is given up to
lighting a room, every believer ought to give himself up to be the light of a dark
world.

Let us undertake the study of what working for God is, and what good works are as
part of this, with the desire to follow Christ fully, and so to have the light of life
shining into our hearts and lives, and from us on al around.

1. *Ye are the light of the world!” The words express the calling of the Church as a
whole. The fulfilment of her duty will depend upon the faithfulness with which
each individual member loves and lives for those around him.

2. Inall our efforts to waken the Church to evangelise the world, our first aim must be
to raise the standard of life for the individua believer of the teaching: Astruly asa
candle only exists with the object of giving light in the darkness, the one objed of
your existence is to be a light to men.

3. Pray God by His Holy Spirit to reveal it to you that you have nothing to live for but
to let the light and love of the life of God shine upon souls.
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SoN, Go WORK

‘Son, go work to-day in my vineyard.” Matthew 21:28

The father had two sons. To eathh he gave the cmmand to go and work in his
vineyard. The one went, the other went nat. God hes given the command and the
power to every child of Histo work in His vineyard, with the world as the field. The
majority of God’s children are not working for Him and the world is perishing.

Of dl the mysteries that surround s in the world, is not one of the strangest and most
incomprehensible this - that after 1800yeas the very name of the Son d God shoud
be unknown to the larger half of the human race.

Just consider what this means. To restore the ruin sin had wrought, God, the Almighty
Creaor, adually sent His own Son to the world to tell men of His love, and to bring
them His life and salvation. When Christ made His disciples partakers of that
salvation, and the unspegable joy it brings, it was with the expressunderstanding that
they shoud make it known to athers, and so be the lights of the world. He spoke of all

who through them shoud believe, having the same cdli ng. He left the world with the
distinct instruction to cary the Gospel to every creaure, and tead al nations to
observe dl that He had commanded. He & the same time gave the definite asurance
that all power for thiswork was in Him, that He would always be with His people, and
that by the power of His Holy Spirit they would be &le to witnessto Him to the ends
of the eath. And what do we seenow? After 1800yeas two-thirds of the human race
have scarce head the name of Jesus. And d the other third, the larger half is gill as
ignorant as if they had never heard.

Consider again what this means. All these dying milli ons, whether in Christendam or
heahendam, have a interest in Christ and His slvation. They have aright to Him.
Their salvation depends on their knowing Him. He auld change their lives from sin
and wretchednessto hdy obedience and heavenly joy. Christ has a right to them. It
would make His heat glad to have them come and ke blessed in Him. But they and
He ae dependent on the service of His people to be the mnreding link to brink them
and Him together. And yet what His people dois as nothing to what needs to be dore,
to what could be done, to what ought to be done.

Just consider yet once ggain what this means. What a revelation d the state of the
Church. The grea magjority of those who are wunted believers are doing nothing
towards making Christ known to their fell ow-men. Of the remainder, the mgjority are
doing so littl e, and that little so ineffedualy, by reason d the ladk of whoeheated
devotion, that they can hardly be said to be giving themselves to their Lord's srvice
And d the remaining portion, who have given themselves and al they have to
Christ’s srvice so many are occupied with the hospital work of teading the sick and
the we&kly in the Church, that the strength left free for aggressve work, and going
forth to conquer the world, is terribly reduced. And so, with a finished salvation,and a
loving Redeamer, and a Church set apart to cary life and Hessng to men, the millions
are still perishing.



There can be no guestion to the Church of more intense and ressng importance than
this: What can be done to waken believers to a sense of their haly cdli ng, and to make
them seethat to work for God, that to dffer themselves as instruments throughwhom
God can doHis work, ought to be the one am of their life? The vain complaints that
are ontinualy head o aladk of enthusiasm for God's kingdom on the part of the
grea mgority of Christians, the vain attempts to waken anything like an interest in
misgons propationate to their clam, or Christ’s claim, make us fed that nothing less
is needed than a reviva that shall be arevolution, and shall raise even the average
Christian to an entirely new type of devotion. No true change can come urtil the truth
Is preadied and accepted, that the law of the kingdom is: Every believe to live only
and wholly for God’s service and work.

The father who cdled his onsto go and work in hisvineyard dd nd leave it to their
choiceto doas much o as little a they chaose. They lived in his home, they were his
children, he cunted onwhat they would give him, their time and strength. This God
expeds of His children. Until it is understood that ead child of God is to give His
whale heat to his Father’ s interest and work, urtil it i s understoodthat every child of
God is to be a worker for God, the evangelisation d the world can na be
acomplished. Let every reaer listen, and the Father will say to hm personadly: ‘ Son,
go work in My vineyard.’

1. Why is it that stirring appeds on kehalf of missons often have so littl e permanent
result? Becaise the command with its motives is brought to men who have not
leaned that absolute devotion and immediate obedience to their Lord is of the
essence of true salvation.

2. If itisonceseen, and confessed, that the ladk of interest in missons is the token of
alow and sickly Christian life, all who dead for missons will make it their first
am to proclam the cdling of every believer to live whaly for God. Every
misgonary meding will be a onseaation meding to see&k and surrender to the
Holy Spirit's power.

3. The arerage standard of hdinessand devotion can na be higher abroad than at
home, or in the Church at large than in individual believers.

4. Every one can na go abroad, a give his whale time to dired work; but everyone,
whatever his cdling or circumstances, can give hiswhale heat to live for souls and
the spread of the kingdom.
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To EAcH ONE HISWORK

‘As a man sojourning in ancther courtry, having gven authority to his srvants, to
each one hiswork, commanded the porter also to watctMark 13:34

What | have said in a previous chapter of the fail ure of the Church to do her Master’s
work, or even clealy to insist uponthe duty of its being dorne by every member has
often led me to ask the question, What must be dore to arouse the Church to a right
sense of her cdling? This little book is an attempt to give the answer. Working for
God must take avery different and much more definite placein ou teading and
training of Christ’s disciples than it has done.

In studying the question | have been very much helped by the life aad writings of a
grea educaionist. The opening sentence of the prefaceto his biography tells us:
‘Edward Thring was unguestionably the most original and striking figure in the
schodmaster world of histime in England. He himself attributes his own power and
success to the prominence he gave to a few simple principles, and the faithfulness
with which he caried them out at any saaifice | have foundthem as suggestive in
regard to the work of preading as of teading, and to state them will help to make
plain some of the chief lessons this book is meant to teach.

The root-principle that distinguished his teating from what was current at the time
was this. Every boy in schod, the dullest, must have the same dtention as the
cleverest. At Eton, where he had been educaed, and had come out First, he had seen
the evil of the oppasite system. The schod kept up its name by training a number of
men for the highest prizes, whil e the mgjority were negleded. He maintained that this
was dishorest: there could be no truth in a schod which dd na care for al dike.
Every boy had some gift; every boy needed speda attention; every boy could, with
care and patience, be fitted to know and fulfil his mission in life.

Apply thisto the Church. Every believer, the feddlest as much as the strongest, has the
cdling to live aad work for the kingdom of his Lord. Every believer has equaly a
clam on the grace ad pawver of the Holy Spirit, acoording to his gifts, to fit him for
hiswork. And every believer has aright to be taught and helped by the Church for the
serviceour Lord expeds of him. It iswhen this truth, every believer the feeblest, to be
trained as a worker for God, gets its true place that there can be aty thought of the
Church fulfilli ng its misson. Not one can be missed, becaise the Master gave to every
one his work.

Ancther of Thring's principleswas this: It isalaw of nature that work is pleasure. See
to make it voluntary and nd compulsory. Do na leal the boys blindfold. Show them
why they have to work, what its value will be, what interest can be avakened in it,
what pleasure may be foundin it. A little time stolen, as he says, for that purpose,
from the ordinary teading, will be more than compensated for by the spirit which will

be thrown into the work.

What afield is opened ou here for the preader of the gospel in the darge he has of
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Christ’s disciples. To urfold before them the greaness the glory, the Divine.
blessedness of the work to be dore. To show its value in the carying out of God's
will, and gaining His approval; in ou bemming the benefadors and saviours of the
perishing; in developing that spiritua vigour, that nohlity of charader, that spirit of
self-sacrifice which leads to the true bearing of Christ’s image.

A third truth Thring insisted on spedally was the nead of inspiring the belief in the
passhility, yea the assurance of successin gaining the objea of pursuit. That objed is
nat much knowledge; not every boy can attain to this. The drawing out and culti vation
of the power there is in himself - this is for every boy - and this alonre is true
educaion. As a leaner’s powers of observation grow under true guidance and
teading and he finds within himself a source of power and deasure he never knew
before, he feds a new self beginning to live, and the world around hm gets a new
meaning. ‘He beammes conscious of an infinity of unsuspeded glory in the midst of
which we go abou our daily tasks, becomes lord of an endesskingdom full of light
and pleasure and power.’

If this be the law and Hessng of atrue education, what light is shed onthe caling of
al teaders and leaders in Christ’s Church! The know ye nots of Scripture - that ye ae
the temple of God - that Christ isin you - that the Holy Spirit dwell eth in you - acquire
anew meaning. It tells us that the one thing that needs to be wakened in the heats of
Christians is the faith ‘in the power that worketh in us’ As one @mmes to seethe
worth and the glory of the work to be dore, as one believes in the passhility of his,
too, keing able to dothat work well; as one leans to trust a Divine energy, the very
power and spirit of God working in him; ‘he will, in the fullest sense become
conscious of anew life, with an infinity of unsuspeded glory in the midst of which we
go abou our daily task, and beaome lord of an endess kingdom full of light and
pleasure and paver.’ Thisistheroya life to which God hes cdled al His people. The
true Christian is one who knavs God' s power working in hmself, and finds it his true
joy to have the very life of God flow into him, and through him, and ou from him to
those around.

1. We must lean to believe in the power of littl es - of the value of every individua
believer. As men are saved one by one, they must be trained one by one for work.
2. We must believe that work for Christ can become & natural, as much an attradion
and a pleasure in the spiritual as in the natural world.
3. We must believe and tead that every believer can become an effedive worker in
his sphere. Are you seeking to be filled with love to souls?
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V
To EACH ACCORDING TOHISABILITY

‘The kingdom of heaven is as when a man, going into another courtry, cdled his own
servants, and ddlivered them his goods. And urto ore he gave five talents, to another
two, to another onép each according to his several ability Matthew 25:14

In the parable of the talents we have a most instructive summary of our Lord's
teading in regard to the work He has given to His srvants to do.He tells us of His
going to heaven and leaving His work on eath to the cae of His Church; of His
giving every one something to do, havever different the gifts might be; of His
expedaing to get badk His money with interest; of the fail ure of him who hed receved
least; and of what it was that led to that terrible neglect.

‘He alled his own servants and dHivered urto them his goods, and went on hs
journey.’ isliterally what our Lord dd. He went to heaven, leaving His work with all
His goods to the cae of His Church. His goods were, the riches of His grace the
spiritua blessngs in hearenly places, His word and Spirit, with all the power of His
life on the throne of God - al these He gave in trust to His servants, to be used by
them in carying out His work on eath. The work He had begun they were to
proseaute. As ome rich merchant leares Cape Town to reside in London,while his
business is caried on ly trustworthy servants, ou Lord took His people into
partnership with Himself, and entrusted His work on eath entirely to their care.
Through their negled it would suffer; their dili gence would be His enrichment. Here
we have the true root-principle of Christian service Christ has made Himself
dependent for the extension of His kingdom on the faithfulness of His people.

‘Unto ore he gave five talents, to andher two, to andher one; to each according to
his sveal ahbility.” Though there was a differencein the measure, every one receved
aportion d the master’s goods. It isin connedion with the servicewe ae to render to
eath aher that we read o ‘the gracegiven to ead of us acarding to the measure of
the gift of Christ.” This truth, that evey believe withou excetion has been set apart
to take an active part in the work of winning the world for Christ, has almost been
lost sight of . Christ was first a son, then a servant. Every believer is first a diild of
God, then a servant. It is the highest honou of a son to be aservant, to have the
father’s work entrusted to him. Neither the home nor the foreign missonary work of
the Church will ever be dore right until evey believe feds that the one objed of his
being in the world is to work for the kingdom. The first duty of the servants in the
parable was to spend their life in caring for their master’s interests.

‘After a long time the lord of those servants cometh and maketh a recloning with
them.” Christ kegxs watch over the work He has |eft to be dore on eath; His kingdom
and glory depend uponit. He will not only had reckoning when He comes again to
judge, bu comes unceaingly to inquire of His srvants as to their welfare and work.
He comes to approve and encourage, to corred and warn. By His word and Spirit He
asks us to say whether we ae using our talents dili gently, and, as His devoted
servants, living only and entirely for His work. Some He finds labouing dili gently,
and to them He frequently says. ‘Enter into the joy of thy Lord. Others He sees
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discouraged, and them He inspires with new hope. Some He finds working in their
own strength; these He reproves. Still others He finds deeguing or hiding their talent;
to such His voice spe&ks in solemn warning: ‘from him that hath shall be taken away
even that he hath.” Christ’s heat isin Hiswork; every day He watches over it with the
intense interest; let us not disappoint Him nor deceive ourselves.

‘Lord, | was afraid and hd thy talent in the earth. That the man o the one talent
shoud have been the one to fail, and to be so severely punished is aleson d dee
solemnity. It cdls the Church to beware lest, by negleding to tead the feebler ones,
the one-talent men, that their service too, is needed, she dlow them to let their gifts
lie unused. In teading the gred truth that every branch is to bea fruit, spedal stress
must be laid onthe danger of thinking that this can oy be expeded o the strong and
advanced Christian. When Truth reigns in a schod, the most backward pupl has the
same dtention as the more dever. Care must be taken that the feeblest Christians
recave spedal training, so that they, too, may joyfully have their share in the service
of their Lord and al the blessednessit brings. If Christ’s work is to be dore, na one
can be missed.

‘Lord, | knew that thou at a had man, andl was afraid.” Wrong thoughts of God,
looking upon His wrvice & that of a hard master, are one dief cause of falure in
service If the Church isindeeal to care for the feeble ones, for the one-talent servants,
who are @t to be discouraged by reason d their conscious wegkness we must teah
them what God says of the sufficiency of grace ad the cetainty of success They
must learn to believe that the power of the Holy Spgrit within them fits them for the
work to which God has called them. They must lean to understand that God Himself
will strengthen them with might by His Spirit in the inner man. They must be taught
that work isjoy and hedth and strength. Unbelief lies at the root of sloth. Faith opens
the eg/es to see the blesedness of God's wrvice the sufficiency of the strength
provided, and the rich reward. Let the Church awake to her cdli ng to train the feeblest
of her members to know that Christ courts uponevery redeaned ore to live whaly
for His work. This alone is true Christianity, is full salvation.

13



VI
L1FE AND WORK

‘My med is to dothe will of Him that sent Me, and to accomplish His work. | must
work the works of Him that sent Me. | have glorified Theeonthe eath; | have finished
the work Thougavest Me to do.And naw, O Father, glorify Me with Thyself.” - John
5:34;9:4;17:4

‘Work is the highest form of existence’ The highest manifestation o the Divine
Being isin Hiswork. Rea carefully again the words of our Blessed Lord at the head
of the dhapter, and see what Divine glory there is in His work. In His work Christ
showed forth His own glory and that of the Father. It was because of the work He had
dore, and kecaise in it He had glorified the Father, that He daimed to share the glory
of the Father in hearen. The greaer works He was to do in answer to the prayer of the
disciples was, that the Father might be glorified in the Son. Work is indeed the highest
form of existence, the highest manifestation d the Divine glory in the Father and in
His Son.

What is true of God is true of His credure. Life is movement, is adion, and reveds
itself in what it acamplishes. The bodly life, the intellecual, the moral, the spiritual
life - individual, social, national life - ead of these is judged of by its work. The
charader and quality of the work depends onthelife: asthelife, so the work. And, on
the other hand the life depends on the work; withou this there can be no full
development and manifestation and perfecting of the life: as the work, so the life.

Thisis geaally true of the spiritua life - the life of the Spirit in us. There may be a
grea ded of religious work with its externa adivities, the outcome of human will and
effort, with bu littl e true worth and paver, becaise the Divine life is feeble. When the
believer does not know that Christ is living in him, does not know the Spirit and
power of God working in him, there may be much eanestness and dligence with
littl e that lasts for eternity. There may, on the @ntrary, be much external wegness
and apparent failure, and yet results that prove that the life is indeed of God.

The work depends uponthe life. And the life depends on the work for its growth and
perfedion. All li fe has a destiny; it can na accomplish its purpose withou work; life
is perfeaed by work. The highest manifestation o its hidden neture and paver comes
out in its work. And so work is the grea fador by which the hidden beauty and the
Divine possbiliti es of the Christian life ae brought out. Not only for the sake of what
it acomplishes through the believer as God's instrument, bu what it effeds on
himself, work must in the dild of God take the same placeit has in God Himself. As
in the Father and the Son, so with the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, work is the highest
manifestation of life.

Work must be restored to its right placein God's sheme of the Christian life & in
very dedl the highest form of existence To be the intelli gent willi ng channel of the
power of God, to be caable of working the very work of God, to be animated by the
Divine Spirit of love, and in that to be dlowed to work life and Hessng to men; it is
this gives nollity to life, because it is for thiswe ae aeded in the image of God. As
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God rever for a moment ceases to work His work of love and Hessng in us and
through us, so ou working out what He works in us is our highest proof of being
created anew in His likeness.

If God's purpose with the perfedion d the individual believer, with the gppantment
of His Church asthe body of Christ to cary onHiswork of winning badk a rebelli ous
world to His alegiance and loveisto be caried ou, working for God must have much
greder prominencegiven to it as the true glory of our Christian cdli ng. Every believer
must be taught that, as work is the only perfed manifestation, and therefore the
perfedion d life in God and throughou the world, so ou work is to be our highest
glory. Shall it be so in our lives?

If thisisto come, we must remember two things. The oneis that it can orly come by
beginning to work. Those who have not had their attention spedally direded to it can
nat redise how grea the temptation is to make work a matter of thought and prayer
and pupose, withou its redly being done. It is easier to bea than to think, easier to
think than to spe&k, easier to spedk than to ad. We may listen and accept and admire
God's will, and in ou prayer professour willi ngnessto do- and yet nat adually do.
Let us, with such measure of grace & we have, and much prayer for more, take up ou
cdling as God's working men, and dogood hard work for Him. Doing is the best
teacher. If you want to know how to do a thing, begin and do it.

Then you will fed the neaed dof the second thing | wish to mention, and ke made
cgpable of understanding it - that there is sufficient gracein Christ for al the work
you have to do.You will seewith ever-increassing gadness how He the Head works
al in you the member, and hav work for God may becwme your closest and full est
fellowship with Christ, your highest participation in the power of His risen and
glorified life.

1. Life and work: beware of separating them, The more work you have, the more your
work appeas afailure. The more unfit you fed for work, take dl the more time and
care to have your inner life renewed in close fellowship with God.

2. Christ liveth in me - isthe seaet of joy and hoge, and also of power for work. Care
for the life, the life will care for the work. ‘Be filled with the Spirit.’
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VIl
THE FATHER ABIDING IN ME DOETH THE WORK

‘Jesus answered theiMy Father worketh even until nowand | work.” - John 5:17-20

‘Believest thou nd that | am in the Father, and the Father in Me? the words that |
sped | spek nat of Myself: but the Father abiding in Me doeth the work.” - John
14:10

Jesus Christ becane man that He might show us what a true man is, how God meant
to live and work in man, and hav man may find hs life and do hs work in God. In
words like those dowe, our Lord opens up the inner mystery of Hislife, and dscovers
to usthe nature and the deegpest seaet of Hisworking. He did na come to the world to
work instead o the Father; the Father was ever working - ‘worketh even urtil now.’
Christ’s work was the fruit, the eathly refledion d the Heavenly Father working.
And it was nat as if Christ merely saw and copied what the Father willed o did: ‘the
Father abiding in Me doeth the work.” Christ did al His work in the power of the
Father dwelli ng and working in Him. So complete and red was His dependence on the
Father, that, in expoundng it to the Jews, He used the strong expressons (John 519,
30): ‘The Son can do nahing of Himself, bu what He seeth the Father doing’; ‘I can
do ndhing of Mysdlf.” As literally as what He said is true of us, ‘Apart from Me ye
can do nothing,’ is it true of Him too. ‘The Father abiding in Me doeth the work.’

Jesus Christ becane man that He might show us what true man is, what the true
relation between man and God, what the true way of serving God and dang His work.
When we ae made new creaures in Christ Jesus, the life we receve is the very life
that was andisin Christ, andit is only by studying His life on eath that we know how
we aetolive. ‘As| live becaise of the Father, so he that eaeth Me shall li ve becaise
of Me.” His dependence on the Father isthe law of our dependence on Him and onthe
Father through Him.

Christ counted it no humiliationto be ,able to do nahing of Himself, to be dways and
absolutely dependent onthe Father. He munted it His highest glory, becaise so al His
works were the works of the dl glorious God in Him. When shall we understand that
to wait on God, to bav before Him in perfed helplessiess and let Him work al in
us, is our true nohlity, and the seaet of the highest adivity? This alone is the true
Sontlife, the true life of every child of God. As this life is known and maintained, the
power for work will grow, because the soul is in the dtitude in which God can work
in us, as the God who ‘worketh for him that waiteth onHim.” It is the ignorance or
negled of the grea truths, that there can be no true work for God but as God works it
in us, and that God can na work in us fully but as we live in absolute dependence on
Him, that is the explanation d the universal complaint of so much Christian adivity
with so littl e red result. The revival which many are longing and praying for must
begin with this: the return of Christian ministers and workers to their true placebefore
God - in Christ and like Christ, one of complete dependence and continual waiting on
God to work in them.

Let me invite dl workers, yourg and dd, succesdul or disappanted, full of hope or
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full of fea, to come and lean from our Lord Jesus the seaet of true work for God.
‘My Father worketh, and | work;" ‘ The Father abiding in Me doeth the works.” Divine
Fatherhoodmeans that Godis all, and gives all, and works all. Divine Sonship means
continual dependence on the Father, and the reception, moment by moment, of all the
strength neaded for His Work. Try to grasp the grea truth that because ‘it is God who
worketh al in al,” your one neal is, in deg humility and weakness to wait for andto
trust in His working. Lean from this that God can only work in us as He dwellsin us.
‘The Father abiding in Me doeth the works.” Cultivate the hay sense of God's
continual neaness and presence of your being His temple, and d His dwelling in
you. Offer yourself for Him to work in you al His good geasure. You will find that
work, instead of being a hindrance, can beaome your gredest incentive to a life of
fellowship and childlike dependence.

At first it may appea as if the waiting for God to work will keep you badk from your
work. It may indeed - but only to bring the greaer blessng, when you have leaned the
leson d faith, that courts on His working even when you do no fed it. You may
have to doyour work in wegnessand fea and much trembling. Y ou will know that it
is dl, that the excdlency of the power may be of God and nd of us. As you knav
yourself better and God ketter, youwill be mntent that it shoud ever be - His drength
made perfect in our weakness.

1. ‘The Father abiding in Me doeth the work.” There is the same law for the Head and
the member, for Christ and the believer. ‘It is the same God that worketh all in all.’
2. The Father not only worked in the Son when He was on eath, bu now, too, that
Heisin heaven. It is as we believein Christ in the Father’s working in Him, that
we shall do the greater works. Skdn 14:10-12
3. It is as the indwelli ng God, the Father abiding in us, that God works in us. Let the
life of God in the soul be clear, the work will be sure.
4. Pray much for graceto say, in the name of Jesus, ‘ The Father abiding in me doeth
the work.’
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VI
GREATER WORKS

Verily, verily, | say unto Y ou, He that believeth onMe, the works that | do shall he do
also and greaer works shall he do; because | go urto the Father. And whatsoever ye
shall ask in My name, that will | do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye
shall ask anything in My namthat will | do.’ - John 14:12-14

In the words (verse 10) ‘The Father abiding in Me doeth the works,” Christ had
reveded the seaet of Hisand d al Divine service - man yielding himself for God to
dwell and to work in hm. When Christ now promises, ‘He that believeth onMe, the
worksthat | doshall hedoalso,” thelaw of the Divine inworking remains unchanged.
In us, as much asin Him, ore might even say athousand times more than with Him, it
must still ever be: The Father in me doeth the works. With Christ and with us, it is
‘the same God who worketh all in all.’

How thisisto be, istaught usin the words, ‘He that believeth onMe.” That does not
only mean, for salvation, as a Saviour from sin. But much more. Christ had just said
(verses 10-11), ‘BelieveMe that | amin the Father, andthe Father in Me: the Father
abiding in Me doeth the works.” We need to believe in Christ as Him in and through
whom the Father unceaingly works. To believe in Christ is to receve Him into the
heat. When we seethe Father’ s working inseparably conneded with Christ, we know
that to believe in Christ, and receve Him into the heat, is to receve the Father
dwelling in Him and working through Him. The works His disciples are to docan na
possibly be done in any other way than His own are done.

This becomes gill more dea from what our Lord adds: ‘And greaer works shal he
do; because | go urto the Father.” What the greder works are, is evident. The disciples
at Pentecost with threethousand beptized, and multitudes added to the Lord; Philip at
Samaria, with the whole aty fill ed with joy; the men of Cyprus and Cyrene, and, later
on, Barnabas at Antioch, with much people alded to the Lord; Paul in histravels, and
a ourtlesshost of Christ’s srvants down to ou day, have in the ingathering of souls,
dore what the Master condescendingly cdls greaer works than He did in the days of
His humiliation and weakness.

The reason why it shoud be so ou Lord makes plain, ‘Becaise | go to the Father.’
When He entered the glory of the Father, al power in heaven and oneath was given
to Him as our Redeamer. In a way more glorious than ever the Father was to work
through Him; and He then to work through His disciples. Even as His own work on
eath ‘in the days of the we&nessof the flesh, had been in a power recaved from the
Father in hearen, so His people, in their wegkness would do works like His, and
greaer works in the same way, through a power recaved from heaven. The law of the
Divine working is unchangeadle: God s work can orly be dore by God Himsdlf. It is
as we seethis in Christ, and recave Him in this cgpadty, as the One in and through
whom God works all, and so yield ouselves whally to the Father working in Him and
in us,” that we shall do greater works than He did.

The words that follow bring out still more strongly the grea truths we have been
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learning, that it is our Lord Himself who will work al in us, even as the Father did in
Him, and that our posture isto be exadly what His was, ore of entire receptivity and
dependence ‘Greaer works shall he do, because | go to the Father, and whatsoever
ye shall ask in My name, that will | do.” Christ conneds the greaer works the believer
is to do,with the promise that He will do whatever the believer asks. Prayer in the
name of Jesus will be the expresson d that dependence that waits on Him for His
working, to which He gives the promise: Whatsoever ye &k, | will do, in you and
through you. And when He alds, ‘that the Father may be glorified in the Son, He
reminds us bow He had glorified the Father, by yielding to Him as Father, to work all
His work in Himself as Son. In heaven Christ would still glorify the Father, by
recaving from the Father the power, and working in His disciples what the Father
would. The aedaure, as the Son Himself can give the Father no higher glory than
yielding to Him to work all. The believer can glorify the Father in no dher way than
the Son, by an absolute and urceaing dependence on the Son, in whom the Father
works, to communicae aad work in us al the Father’s work. *If ye shall ask anything
in My name that will | do,” and so ye shall do greater works.

Let every believer strive to lean the one blesed leson. | am to dothe works | have
sean Christ doing; | may even do greaer works as | yield myself to Christ exalted on
the throne, in a power He had na on eath; | may court on Him working in me
acording to that power. My one nedl is the spirit of dependence and waiting, and
prayer and faith, that Christ abiding in me will do the works, even whatsoever | ask.

1. How was Christ able to work the works of God? By God abiding in Him! How can
| do the works of Christ? By Christ abiding in me!

2. How can | do greaer works than Christ? By believing, na only in Christ, the
Incarnate and Crucified, but Christ triumphant on the throne.

3. In work everything depends, O believer, onthe life, the inner life, the Divine life.
Pray to redise that work is vain except as it is in ‘the power of the Holy Spirit’
dwelling in thee.
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| X
CREATED IN CHRIST JESUSFOR Goob WORKS

‘By gracehave ye been saved through faith; not of works, lest any man shoud glory.
For we ae Hisworkmanship, creaed in Christ Jesus for good works, which God afore
prepared that we should walk in themEphesians 2:8-10

We have been saved, nd of works, but for goodworks. How vast the difference How
esentia the gprehension d that differenceto the hedth of the Christian life. Not of
works which we have dore, as the source whence salvation comes, have we been
saved. And yet for goodworks, as the fruit and oucome of salvation, as part of God's
work in us, the one thing for which we have been creaed anew. As worthlessas are
our works in procuring salvation, so infinite is their worth as that for which God has
creded and pepared uws. Let us ek to hdd these two truths in their fullness of
spiritua meaning. The degper our conviction that we have been saved, nd of works,
but of grace the stronger the proof we shoud give that we have indeed been saved for
good works.

‘Not of works, for ye ae God's workmanship. If works could have saved us, there
was no reeal for our redemption. Because our works were dl sinful and vain, God
undertook to make us anew - we ae now His workmanship, and all the good works
we do are His workmanship too. ‘ His workmanship, creded us anew in Christ Jesus.’
So complete had been the ruin of sin, that God hed to do the work of creaion ower
again in Christ Jesus. In Him, and spedally in His resurredion from the deal, He
creaed us anew, after His own image, into the likeness of the life which Christ had
lived. In the power of that life and resurredion, we ae ale, we ae perfedly fitted, for
doing good works. As the g/e, because it was created for the light, is most perfedly
adapted for its work, as the vine-branch, becaise it was created to bea grapes, does
its work so naturally, we who have been created in Christ Jesus for good work, may
rest asaured that a Divine cgadty for good works is the very law of our being. If we
but know and kelieve in this our destiny, if we but live our life in Christ Jesus, as we
were new created in Him, we can, we will, be fruitful unto every good work.

‘Creaed for good works, which God heth afore prepared that we shoud walk in
them.” We have been prepared for the works, and the works prepared for us. To
understand this, think of how God foreordained His srvants of old, Moses and
Joshua, Samuel and David, Peter and Paul, for the work He had for them, and
foreordained equally the works for them. The feeblest member of the body is equally
caed for by the Hea as the most honoued The Father has prepared for the humblest
of His children their works as much as for those who are wunted chief. For every
child God hes a life-plan, with work appartioned just acording to the power, and
grace provided just acording to the work. And so just as drong and clea as the
teading, salvation not of works, is its blessed courterpart, salvation for good works,
because God created us for them, and even prepared them for us.

And so the Scripture cnfirms the doulde leson this littl e book desires to bring you.

The one, that goodworks are God s objed in the new life He has given you, and owght
therefore to be & distinctly your objed. As every human being was creaed for work,
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and endowed with the needful powers, and can oy live out atrue and hedthy life by
working, so every believer exists to do good works, that in them his life may be
perfeded, hs fellowmen may be blessd, his Father in hearen be glorified. We
educae dl our children with the thought that they must have their work in the world:
when shall the Church lean that its grea work is to train every believer to take his
share in God' s gred work, and to aboundin the goodworks for which he was creaed?
Let eadh of us ®ek to take in the deg spiritual truth of the message, ‘Created in
Christ Jesus for goodworks, which God hah &afore prepared’ for ead ore, and which
are waiting for him to take up and fulfil.

The other lesson - that waiting on God is the one gred thing needed on ou part if we
would dothe goodworks God hes prepared for us. Let us take up into ou heats these
words in their Divine meaning: We are God's workmanship. ‘Not by one ad in the
past, bu in a continuows operation. We ae aeaed for goodworks, as the grea means
for glorifying God. The goodworks are prepared for ead of us, that we might walk in
them. Surrender to and dependence upon God's working is our one neel. Let us
consider how our new credion for good works is all in Christ Jesus, and abiding in
Him, believing onHim, and looking for His grength aone will become the habit of
our soul. Created for goodworks! will reved to us at once the Divine ammand and
the sufficient power to live a life in good works.

Let us pray for the Holy Spirit to work the word into the very depths of our
consciousness Created in Christ Jesus for goodworks! Inits light we shall | earn what
a glorious destiny, what an infinite obligation, what a perfect capacity is ours.

1. Our credion in Adam was for good works. It resulted in entire failure. Our new
creaion in Christ is for good works again. But with this difference perfea
provision has been made for securing them.

2. Creded by God for good works; creaed by God in Christ Jesus; the good works
prepared by God for us - let us pray for the Holy Spirit to show us and impart to us
all this means.

3. Let thelifein fellowship with God ke true; the power for the work will be sure. As
the life, so the work.
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X
WOoRK, FOR Gob WORKSIN You

“Work out your own salvation with fea and trembling; for it is God which worketh in
you both to will and to work, for His good pleasurePhilippians 2:12-13

In ou last chapter we saw what salvation is. It is our being God's workmanship,
creaed in Christ Jesus for good works. It concludes, as one of its chief and essential
elements, all that treassury of good works which God afore prepared that we shoud
walk in them. In the light of this thought we get the true and full meaning of to-day’s
text. Work out your own salvation, such as God hes meant it to be, awalk in al the
good works which God hes prepared for you. Study to knov exadly what the
salvationis God hes prepared for you, al that He has meant and made it possble for
youto be, andwork it out with fea and trembling. Let the greanessof this Divine and
most haly life, hidden in Christ, your own absolute impotence, and the terrible
dangers and temptations besetting you, make you work in fear and trembling.

And yet, that fea need never become unbelief, nar that trembling discouragement, for
- it is God which worketh in you. Here is the seaet of a power that is absolutely
sufficient for everything we have to do, d a perfed asaurance that we can doall that
Godredly means usto do.God worksin us both to will andto work. First, to will; He
gives the insight into what is to be dore, the desire that makes the work pleasure, the
firm purpose of the will that masters the whole being, and makes it ready and eager for
adion. And then to work. He does not work to will , and then leave its unaided to work
it out ourselves. The will may have seen and acceted the work, and yet the power be
ladking to perform. The renewed will of Romans 7 delighted in God's law, and yet the
man was impotent to do, urtil in Romans 8:2-4, by the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus, he was st free from the law of sin and deah; then first could the
righteousnessof the law be fulfilled in hm, as one who walked na after the flesh bu
after the Spirit.

One gred cause of the failure of believersin their work is that, when they think that
God hes given them to will, they undertake to work in the strength o that will. They
have never leant the leson, that becaise God hes creaed us in Christ Jesus for good
works, and hes afore prepared the good works in which we ae to wak, He must
neels, and will most certainly, Himself work them all in us. They have never listened
long to the voice speaking ‘It is God which worketh in you.’

We have here to dowith ore of the degoest, most spiritual, and most predous truths of
Scripture - the unceasing operation d Almighty Godin ou heat and life. In virtue of
the very nature of God, as a Spiritual Being not confined to any place bu everywhere
present, there can be no spiritual life but as it is upheld by His personal indwelling.

Not withou the degoest reason daes Scripture say, He worketh al in all. Not only of
Him are dl things as their first beginning, and to Him as their end, bu also through
Him, who alone maintains them.

In the man Christ Jesus the working of the Father in Him was the source of al He did.
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In the new man, creaed in Christ Jesus, the unceasing dependence on the Father is our
highest privilege, ou true nohility. This is indeead fellowship with God: God Himself
working in us to will and to do.

Let us &k to lean the true seaet of working for God. It is nat, as many think, that we
do ou best, and then leave God to dothe rest. By no means. But it is this, that we
know that God s working His slvationin usis the seaet of our working it out. That
salvation includes every work we have to do. The faith of God' s working in usis the
measure of our fithessto work effedivdy. The promises, ‘ According to your faith be it
unto you, ‘ All things are possble to hm that believeth,” have their full applicaion
here. The degoer our faith in God' s working in us, the more fredy will the power of
God work in us, the more true and fruitful will our work be.

Perhaps some Sunday-schod worker reals this. Let me ask, Have you redly believed
that your only power to doGod s work is as one who has been creaed in Christ Jesus
for good works, as one in whom God Himself works to will and to work? Have you
yielded yourself to wait for that working? Do you work becaise you knav God works
in you? Say not that these thoughts are too high. The work of leading young souls to
Christ istoo hgh for usindeed, bu if welive & littl e dildren, in believing that God
will work al in us, we shall do His work in His grength. Pray much to lean and
practise the lesson in all you do: Work, for God worketh in you.

1. I think we begin to fed that the spiritual apprehension d this grea truth, ‘God
worketh in you,’ is what all workers greatly need.

2. The Holy Spirit is the mighty power of God, dvelling in believers for life and for
work. Beseet God to show it you, that in al our service our first care must be the
daily renewing of the Holy Spirit.

3. Obey the coommand to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Believe in His indwelli ng.
Wait for His teading. Yield to His lealing. Pray for His mighty working. Livein
the Spirit.

4. What the mighty power of Godworksin us we ae surely ableto do.Only give way
to the power working in you.
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Xl
FAITH WORKING BY LOVE

‘In Christ Jesus neither circumcision avail eth anything, nar uncircumcision; but faith
working through love. Through love be servants one to ancther; for the whole law is
fulfilled in this: Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyselGalatians 5:6, 13

In Christ Jesus no externa privilege avails. The Jew might boast of his circumcision,
the token of God's covenant. The Gentil e might boast of his uncircumcision, with an
entrance into the Kingdom free from the Jewish law. Neither availed aught in the
Kingdom of hearen - naothing but, as we have it in Galatians 6:15, a new credure, in
which dd things are passed away and al things become new. Or, as we haveit in ou
text - as a description o the life of the new creaure - nothing but faith working by
love, that makes us in love serve one another.

What a perfed description d the new life. First you have faith, as the rocat, planted
and roated in Christ Jesus. Then as its aim you have works, as the fruit. And then
between the two, as the tree growing downwards into the root and keaing the fruit
upward, you have love, with the life-sap flowing through it by which the root brings
forth the fruit, Of faith we need na spe& here. We have seen haw believing on Jesus
does the greaer works; how the faith in the new creaion, and in God working in us, is
the seaet of al work. Nor neal we spe& here of works - our whole book aims at
seauring for them the placein every heat and life that they have in God' s heat andin
His Word.

We have here to study speaally the grea truth that all work isto belove, that faith can
nat do its work but through love, that no works can have aly worth bu as they come
of love, and that love alone is the sufficient strength for all the work we have to do.

The power for work is love - It was love that moved God to al His work in credion
and redemption. It was love that enabled Christ as man to work and to suffer as He
did. It is love that can inspire us with the power of a self-saaifice that seeks nat its
own, bu isrealy to live and de for others. It is love that gives us the patience that
refuses to give up the unthankful or the hardened. It is love that reades and
overcomes the most hopeless Both in ouselves and thase for whom we labou loveis
the power for work. Let us love as Christ loved us.

The power for love is faith - Faith roats its life in the life of Christ Jesus, which is all
love. Faith knaws, even when we can na redi se fully, the wonderful gift that has been
given into ou heat in the Holy Spirit shedding abroad God's love there. A spring in
the eath may often be hidden or stopped up. Until. it is opened the fountain can na
flow out. Faith knaws that there is a fourtain of love within that can spring up into
eternal life, that can flow out as rivers of living waters. It asaures us that we can love,
that we have aDivine power to love within us, as an urdlienable exdovment of our
new nature.

The power to exercise and show love is work - There is no such thing as power in the
abstrad; it only ads asit is exercised. Power in repose can nd be found a felt. Thisis
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speaally true of the Christian graces, hidden as they are amid the wea&ness of our
human neture. It is only by doing that you knav that you have; a gracemust be aded
ere we can rgoicein its possesson. This is the unspegable blessedness of work, and
makes it so essntial to ahedthy Christian life that it wakens up and strengthens love,
and makes us partakers of its joy.

Faith working by love - In Christ Jesus nothing avails but this. Workers for God!
believe this. Pradise it. Thank God much for the fourtain of eternal love opened
within you. Pray fervently and frequently that God may strengthen you with might by
the power of His Spirit in your inner man, so that, with Christ dwelling in you, you
may be rooted and grounced in love. And live then, your daily life, in your own hame,
in al your intercourse with men, in al your work, as a life of Divine love. The ways
of love ae so gentle and heavenly, you may nat learn them all at once But be of good
courage, only believe in the power that worketh in you, and yield yourself to the work
of love: it will surely gain the victory.

Faith working by love - In Christ Jesus nothing avail s but this. Let me presshome this
message, too, onthase who have never yet or only just begun to think of working for
God. Come and listen.

You ave everything to God s love. The salvation you have recaved is al love. God's
one desire is to fill you with His love. For His own satisfadion, for your own
happiness for the saving of men. Now, | ask you - Will you nd accet God's
wonderful offer to be filled with His love? Oh!l come and give up heat and life to the
joy and the service of His love. Believe that the fourtain of love is within you; it will

begin to flow as you make a ¢annd for it by deeds of love. Whatever work for God
youtry to do,seek to pu loveinto it. Pray for the spirit of love. Give yourself to live a
life of love; to think hav you can love those aound you, by praying for them, by
serving them, by labouring for their welfare, temporal and spiritual. Faith working by
love in Christ Jesus, this alone availeth much.

1. ‘Faith, Hope, Love: the gredest of theseis Love.’ Thereis no faith or hope in God.
But God is love. The most Godlike thing is love.

2. Love is the nature of God. When it is dhed abroad in ou heats by the Holy Spirit
love becomes our new nature. Believe this, give yourself over to it, and act it out.

3. Love is God's power to doHis work. Love was Christ’s power. To work for God
pray earnestly to be filled with love to souls!
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XI1
BEARING FRUIT IN EVERY GooD WORK

‘To wak worthily of the Lord urto all pleasing, beaing fruit in eve'y goodwork, and
increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with al power, acording to the
might of His glory, unto all patience.'Golossians 1:10

Thereis adifference between fruit and work. Fruit is that which comes gortaneously,
withou thought or will, the natural and recessary outcome of a hedthy life. Work, on
the ocontrary, is the product of effort guided by intelligent thought and will. In the
Christian life we have the two elements in combination. All true work must be fruit,
the growth and product of our inner life, the operation d God's Spirit within us. And
yet al fruit must be work, the dfed of our deliberate purpose and exertion. In the
words, ‘beaing fruit in every good work,” we have the pradicad summing up d the
truth taught in some previous chapters. Becaise God works by Hislifein us, the work
we doisfruit. Because, in the faith of His working, we have to will and to work, the
fruit we bea iswork. In the harmony between the perfed sportaneity that comes from
God's life and Spirit animating us, and ou co-operation with Him as His intelli gent
fellow-labourers, lies the secret of all true work.

In the words that precede our text, ‘filled with the knowledge of His will in all
wisdom and spiritual understanding,” we have the human side, our need of knowledge
and wisdom; in the words that foll ow, ‘strengthened with all power, acwrding to the
might of His glory,” we have the Divine side. God teading and strengthening, man
leaning to understand and patiently do His will; such is the doule life that will be
fruitful in every good work.

It has been said of the Christian life that the natural man must first become spiritual,
and then again the spiritual man must become natural. As the whole natura life
beames truly spiritual, all our work will partake of the nature of fruit, the outgrowth
of the life of God within us. And as the spiritua again becomes perfedly natura to us,
aseoond reture in which we ae whally at home, all the fruit will bea the mark of true
work, calling into full exercise every faculty of our being.

‘Bearing fruit unto eve'y good work.” The words, suggest again the grea thouwght,
that as an apple-treeor avineis planted solely for its fruit, so the grea purpase of our
redemption is that God may have us for His work and service It has been well said:
‘The end d man isan Actionand nd a Thought, though it were of the noldest.” It isin
hiswork that the nohlity of man’s nature as ruler of the world is proved. It is for good
works that we have been new creaed in Christ Jesus: It is when men see our good
works that our Father in Heaven will be glorified and have the honou which is His
due for His workmanship. In the parable of the vine our Lord insisted onthis: ‘He that
abideth in Me, and | in him, the same beaeth much fruit.” ‘Herein is My Father
glorified, that ye bea much fruit.” Nothing is more to the honou of a husbandman
than to succeed in raising an abundant crop - much fruit is glory to God.

What nedd that every believer, even the feddlest branch o the Heavenly Vine, the man
who hes only one talent, be encouraged and helped, and even trained, to am at the
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much fruit. A littl e strawberry plant may, in its measure, be beaing a more éundnt
crop than a large gple-tree The cdl to be fruitful in every good work is for every
Christian withou exception. The gracethat fits for it, of which the prayer, in which
our words are found, spe&s, is for every one. Every branch fruitful in every good
work - this is an essential part of God’s Gospel.

‘Bearing fruit in evey goodwork.” Let us gudy to get a full impresson d the two
sides of this Divine truth. God's first creaion d life was in the vegetable kingdom.
There it was a life withou anything of will or self-effort, al growth and fruit was
simply His own dred work, the sportaneous outcome of His hidden working. In the
creaion d the animal kingdom there was an advance A new element was introduced
- thowght and will and work. In man these two elements were united in perfed
harmony. The dsolute dependence of the grassand the lily on the God who clothes
them with their beauty were to be the groundvork of our relationship - nature has
nathing but what it recaves from God. Our works are to be fruit, the product of a
God-given power. But to this was added the true mark of our God-li kenessthe power
of will and independent adion: all fruit is to be our own work. As we grasp this we
shall seehow the most absolute a&knowledgment of our having nothing in ouselvesis
consistent with the degoest sense of obligation and the strongest will to exert our
powers to the very utmost. We shall |ean to study the prayer of our text as those who
must seek al their wisdom and strength from God alone. And we shall baldly give
ourselves, as those who are resporsible for the use of that wisdom and strength, to the
diligence and the saaifice and the dfort neeled for a life beaing fruit in every good
work.

1. Much depends, for quality and quantity, onthe hedthy life of the tree The life of
God, of Christ Jesus, of His Spirit, the Divine life in you, is strong and sure.

2. That lifeislove. Believeinit. Act it out. Have it replenished day by day out of the
fullness there is in Christ.

3. Let al your work be fruit; let al your willi ng and working be inspired by the life of
God. So will you walk worthily of the Lord with all pleasing.
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X111
ALWAYSABOUNDING IN THE WORK OF THE LORD

‘Wherefore, my beloved hrethren, be ye steadfast, utmovable, always aboundng in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord.” - 1 Corinthians 15:58

We dl know the fifteenth chapter of first Corinthians, in its Divine revelation d the
meaning of Christ’s resurrection, with all the blessings of which it is the source.

It gives us a living Saviour, who reveded Himself to His disciples on eath, and to
Paul from heaven. It seaures to us the complete deliverance from al sin. It is the
pledge of His fina victory over every enemy, when He gives up the kingdom to the
Father, and God is dl in all. It asaures us of the resurredion d the body, and ou
entrance on the heavenly life. Paul had closed his argument with his triumphant apped
to Deah and Sin and the Law: ‘O Deah, where is thy victory? The sting of Deah is
Sin, and the power of Sin is the Law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the
victory through ou Lord Jesus Christ.” And then follows, after fifty-seven verses of
exultant teading concerning the mystery and the glory of the resurredion life in our
Lord and His people, just one verse of pradicd applicaion: ‘Wherefore, my beloved
brethren, ke ye steadfast, unmovable, aways aboundng in the work of the Lord.” The
faith in a risen, living Christ, and in al that His resurredion is to us in time and
eternity, is to fit us for, is to prove itself in - abounding work for our Lord!

It can na be otherwise. Christ’s resurredion was His fina victory over sin, and ceah,
and Satan, and His entrance upon His work of giving the Spirit from heaven and
extending His kingdom throughou the eath. Those who shared the resurredion joy at
once recaved the cmmmisson to make known the joyful news. It was $ with Mary
and the women. It was 9 with the disciples the evening of the resurredion day. ‘As
the Father sent Me, | sendyou. It was © with all to whom the darge was given: ‘Go
into al the world, pread the Gospel to every creaure’ The resurredion is the
beginning and the pledge of Christ’s victory over al the eath. That .victory isto be
caried ou to its complete manifestation through His people. The faith and joy of the
resurredion life ae the inspiration and the power for the work of doing it. And so the
cdl comesto all believers withou exception: ‘Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
always abounding in the work of the Lord!"

‘I n the work of the Lord. The anredion tells us at once what that work is. Nothing
else, nahing lessthan, telli ng others of the risen Lord, and proving to them what new
life Christ has brought to us. As we indead knov and adknowledge Him as Lord ower
al we ae, andlivein the joy of His srvice we shall seethat the work of the Lord is
but one work - that of winning men to know and bav to Him. Amid all the forms of
lowly, living, patient service this will be the one am, in the power of the life of the
risen Lord, to make Him Lord of all.

This work of the Lord is ho easy one. It cost Christ His life to conquer sin and Satan

and gain therisen life. It will cost us our life, too - the saaifice of the life of nature. It
neels the surrender of all on eath to live in the full power of resurredion rewness of
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life. The power of sin, and the world, in those aound wsis grong, and Satan dces not
yield his srvants an easy prey to ou efforts. It neads a heat in close touch with the
risen Lord, truly living the resurredion life, to be steadfast, unmovable, always
aboundng in the work of the Lord. But that is alife that can be lived - because Jesus
lives.

Paul adds: ‘Forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not vain in the Lord.” | have
spoken more than orce of the mighty influence that the cetainty of reward for work,
in the shape of wages or riches, exerts on the milli ons of eath’s workers. And shall
nat Christ’s workers beli eve that, with such aLord, their reward is sure and grea? The
work is often dfficult and slow, and apparently fruittess We ae gt to lose heat,
becaise we ae working in ou strength and judging by our expedations. Let us listen
to the message: ‘O ye dhildren of the resurredion life, be ye dways aboundng in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know your labour is nat in vain in the Lord.” ‘ Let
nat your hands be week; your work shall be rewarded.” * You knaw that your labour is
not vain in the Lord.’

‘In the Lord. The epresgon is a significant one. Study it in Romans 16 where it
occurs ten times, where Paul uses the expressons: ‘Recave here in the Lord;” ‘ my
fellow-worker in Christ Jesus;” ‘ who arein Christ, in the Lord;” ‘ beloved in the Lord;’
‘approved in Christ;” “who labou in the Lord;’ ‘ chosen in the Lord.” The whale life
and fellowship and service of these saints had the one mark - they were, their labous
were, in the Lord. Here is the seaet of effedua service Your labour isnaot ‘in vainin
the Lord.” As a sense of His presence and the power of His life is maintained, as all
works are wrought in Him, His drength works in ou weaness our labour can na be
in vain in the Lord. Christ said: ‘He that abideth in Me, and | in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit.” Oh! let not the dhildren o this world, with their confidence
that the masters whose work they are doing will certainly give them their due reward,
put the children dof light to shame. Let us rejoice and labou in the confident faith of
the word: *Your labouw isnat in vain in the Lord. Wherefore, beloved brethren, ke ye
always abounding in the work of the Lord.’
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X1V
ABOUNDING GRACE FOR ABOUNDING WORK

‘And God is able to make dl grace &®ound umo you, that ye may abound unto every
good work.” - 2 Corinthians 9:8

In ou previous meditation we had the grea motive to aboundng work - the spirit of
triumphant joy which Christ’s resurredion inspires as it covers the past and the future.
Our text to-day asaures us that for this aboundng work we have the aility provided:
God is able to make dl grace &ound,that we may aboundto al good works. Every
thought of aboundng graceis to be conreded with the d&oundng in good works for
which it is given. And every thought of aboundng work is to be conreded with the
abounding grace that fits for it.

Aboundng gracehas abounding work for its aim. It is often thought that grace ad
good works are & variance with ead ather. Thisis not so. What Scripture cdls the
works of the law, our own works, the works of righteousness which we have dore,
dead works - works by which we see&k to merit or to be made fit for God's favour,
these ae indeal the very oppdaite of grace But they are dso the very oppasite of the
good works which spring from grace and for which aone graceis bestowed. As
irreconcil able & are the works of the law with the freedom of grace so esential and
indispensable ae the works of faith, goodworks, to the true Christian life. God makes
graceto abound,that good works may abound.The measure of true graceis tested and
proved by the measure of goodworks. God' s grace #oundsin us that we may abound
in good works. We nedl to have the truth deeply rooted in us: Aboundng gracehas
abounding work for itsaim.

And aboundng work needs abounding grace as its source and strength. There often is
aboundng work withou aboundng grace Just as any man may be very dili gent in an
eathly pursuit, or a heahen in his religious srvice of an idd, so men may be very
diligent in dang religious work in their own strength, with bu little thouwght of that
gracewhich alone can dotrue, spiritual effedive work. For al work that isto beredly
acceptable to God, and truly fruitful, na only for some visible result here on eath, bu
for eternity, the graceof God is indispensable. Paul continually spe&s of his own
work as owing everything to the grace of God working in him: ‘I laboued more
abundantly than they al: yet not I, bu the grace of God which was with me' (1
Corinthians 15:10). ‘According to the gift of that graceof God which was given me
acording to the working of His power’ (Ephesians 3.7). And he & frequently cdls
upon Christians to exercise their gifts ‘aceording to the grace that was given us
(Romans 12:6). ‘The grace given acwording to the measure of the gift of Christ’
(Ephesians 4:7). It is only by the graceof God working in us that we can dowhat are
truly good works. It is only as we seek and receve @oundng gacethat we can
abound in every good work.

‘God is able to make dl grace &dound umo you, that ye may aboundin al good
works.” With what thanksgiving every Christian ought to praise God for the
aboundng gacethat is thus provided for him. And with what humiliation to confess
that the experience of, and the surrender to, that aboundng gace has been so
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defedive. And with what confidenceto believe that alife doundng in goodworksis
indeed passble, becaise the @oundng gace for it is © sure aad so Diviney
sufficient.

And then, with what simple dildlike dependence to wait upon God day by day to
receive the more grace which He gives to the humble.

Child of God! do take time to study and truly apprehend God's purpase with you, that
you abound in every good work! He means it! He has provided for it! Make the
measure of your conseaation to Him nothing less than His purpose for you. And
claim, then, nahing lessthan the @oundng graceHe is able to bestow. Make His
omnipotence and His faithfulness your confidence And live ever in the pradice of
continual prayer and dependence uponHis power working in you. This will make you
abound in every good work. According to your faith be it unto you.

Christian worker, lean here the seaet of al failure and al success Work in ou own
strength, with littl e prayer and waiting on God for His sirit, is the caise of failure.
The alltivation d the spirit of absolute impatence and urceaing dependence will
open the heat for the workings of the doundng grace We shall lean to ascribe dl
we do to God's grace We shall lean to measure dl we have to do ty God's grace
And ou life will i ncreasingly be in the joy of God' s making His graceto aboundin
us, and our abounding in every good work.

1. ‘That ye may aboundto every goodwork.” Pray over this now till you fed that this
is what God has prepared for you.

2. If your ignorance and feeblenessappea to make it impossble, present yourself to
God, and say you are willi ng, if He will enable you to aboundin goodworks, to be
a branch that brings forth much fruit.

3. Take into your heat, as a living sedl, the predous truth: God is able to make dl
grace doundin you. Trust His power and His fathfulness (Romans 4:20-21; 1
Thessalonians 5:24).

4. Begin at once by doing lowly deeds of love. As the little dhild in the kindergarten.
Learn by doing.
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XV
IN THE WORK OF MINISTERING

‘And he gave some to be gostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists, and
some, pastors and teaders; for the perfeding of the saints, urto the work of
ministering, unto the building up of the body of ChristEphesians 4:11-12

The objea with which Christ when He ascended to heaven bestowed onHis srvants
the various gifts that are mentioned is thregold. Their first aim is - for the perfecting
of the saints. Believers as saints are to be led onin the pursuit of halinessurtil they
‘stand perfea and complete in all the will of God. It was for this Epaphras |laboured
in prayer. It is of this Paul writes. ‘Whom we pread, teating every man in all
wisdom that we may present every man perfect in Ch@stigssians 4:12; 1:28

This perfeding of the saintsis, however, only a means to a higher end: unto the work
of ministering, to fit al the saints to take their part in the service to which every
believer is cdled. It is the same word as is used in texts as these: ‘ They ministered to
Him of their substance Y e ministered to the saints and dominister’ (Luke 4:30; 8:3; 1
Corinthians 16:15; Hebrews 6:10; 1 Peter 4:11).

Andthis, again, is aso ameans to a still higher end: unto the building up of the body
of Christ. As every member of our body takes its part in working for the hedth and
growth and maintenance of the whole, so every member of the body of Christ is to
consider it hisfirst grea duty to take part in al that can help to buld upthe body of
Christ. And this, whether by the helping and strengthening of those who are drealy
members, or the ingathering of those who are to belong to it. And the grea work of
the Church is, through its pastors and teaders, so to labou for the perfecting of the
saints in hdinessand love and fitnessfor service that every one may take his part in
the work of ministering, that sothe body of Christ may be built up and perfected.

Of the three gred objeds with which Christ has given His Church apostles and
teaders, the work of ministering stands thus in the midde. On the one hand, it is
precaled by that on which it absolutely depends - the perfecting of the saints. On the
other, it is followed by that which it is meant to acemplish - the building up of the
body of Christ. Every believer withou exception, every member of Christ’s body, is
cdled to take part in the work of ministering. Let every reader try and redise the
sacredness of his holy calling.

Let us lean what the qualification is for our work. ‘The perfeding of the saints
prepares them for the ‘work of ministering.’” It is the ladk of true sainthood, d true
haliness that causes such ladk and fedblenessof service As Christ’s saints are taught
and truly lean what conformity to Christ means, a life like his, given upin self-
saaificefor the service and salvation d men, as His humility and love, His separation
from the world and devotion to the fallen, are seen to be the very esence and
blessedness of the life He gives, the work of ministering, the ministry of love, will
beame the one thing we live for. Humility and Love - these ae the two gred virtues
of the saint - they are the two grea powers for the work of ministering. Humility
makes us willing to serve; love makes us wise to knov how to doit. Love is
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inventive; it seeks patiently, and suffers long, urtil it find a way to read its objed.
Humility and love ae equaly turned away from self and its clams. Let us pray, let
the Church labour for ‘the perfeding of the saints’ in humility and love, and the Holy
Spirit will teach us how to minister.

Let us look at what the grea work is the members of Christ have to do. It is to
minister to eat aher. Placeyourself at Christ’s disposal for service to your fellow
Christians. Count yourself their servant. Study their interest. Set yourself adively to
promote the welfare of the Christians roundyou. Selfishnessmay hesitate, the feding
of fedblenessmay discourage, sloth and ease may raise difficulties - ask your Lord to
reved to you His will , and give yourself up to it. Roundabou you there ae Christians
who are ld and worldly and wandering from their Lord. Begin to think what you can
do for them. Accept as the will of the Heal that you as a member shoud cae for
them. Pray for the Spirit of love. Begin somewhere - only begin, and do nd continue
heaing and thinking while you do nahing. Begin ‘the work of ministering’ acwrding
to the measure of the grace you have. He will give more grace.

Let us believe in the power that worketh in us as aufficient for all we haveto do.Asl|
think of the thumb and finger halding the pen with which | write this, | ask, How is it
that during all these seventy yeas of my life they have dways known just to domy
will ? It was because the life of the head passed into and worked itself out in them. ‘He
that believeth onMe," as his Heal working in him, ‘the works that | do shall he do
also.’” Faith in Christ, whaose strength is made perfed in ou wegness will give the
power for all we are called to do.

Let us cry to God that al believers may waken upto the power of this grea truth:
Every member of the body isto live wholly for the building up of the body.

1. To be atrue worker the first thing is close, humble fellowship with Christ the
Head, to be guided and empowered by Him.

2. The next is humble, loving fellowship with Christ’'s members srving one ancther
in love.

3. This prepares and fits for service in the world.
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XVI
ACCORDING TO THE WORKING OF EACH SEVERAL PART

‘“That we may grow up in al things into Him, which is the Head, even Christ; from
whom all the body fitly framed and knt together through that which every joint
together supgieth, according to the working in due measure of each several part,
maketh the increase of the body unto the building up o itself in love’ - Ephesians
4:15- 16

The Apastle is here speging of the growth, the increase, the building up d the body.
This growth and increase has, as we have seen, adoule reference It includes bath the
spiritua uniting and strengthening of those who are dready members, so as to seaure
the hedth o the whale body; and also the increase of the body by the aldition d all
who are & yet outside of it, and are to be gathered in. Of the former we spoke in the
previous chapter - the mutual interdependence of al believers, and the cdling to care
for eah ather’ s welfare. In this chapter we look at the growth from the other side - the
cdling of every member of Christ’s body to labour for its increase by the labour of
love that seeks to bring in them who are not yet of it. This increase of the body and
building up d itself inlove can ony be by the working in due measure of ead severa
part.

Think o the body of a dhild; how does it read the stature of a full-grown man? In no
other way but by the working in due measure of every part. As ead member takes its
part, by the work it does in seeking and taking and assmil ating food, the increase is
made by its building up itself. Not from withou, but from within, comes the work that
asares the growth. In no dher way can Christ’s body attain to the stature of the
fullnessof Christ. Asit isunto Christ the Head we grow up, and from Christ the Head
that the body maketh increase of itself, so it is al through that which every joint
suppieth, acording to the working in due measure of ead severa part. Let us e
what this implies.

The body of Christ isto consist of al who believe in Him throughout the world. There
isno pasble way in which these members of the body can be gathered in, bu by the
body building itself tip in love. Our Lord has made Himself, as Heal, absolutely
dependent on His members to do this work. What nature teades us of our own
bodes, Scripture teates us of Christ’s body. The head of a dild may have thought
and dans of growth - they will all be vain, except as the members al do their part in
seauring that growth. Christ Jesus has committed to His Church the growth and
increase of His body. He asks and expeds that as whally as He the Heal lives for the
growth and welfare of the body, every member of His body, the very feddlest, shall do
the same, to the building up d the body in love. Every believer is to court it his one
duty and Hessdnessto live and labou for the increase of the body, the ingathering of
all who, are to be its members.

What is it that is nealed to bring the Church to accept this cdling, and to train and
help the members of the body to know and fulfil it? One thing. We must seethat the
new birth and faith, that all i nsight into truth, with al resolve and surrender and eff ort
to live acording to it, isonly a preparation for our true work. What is needed isthat in
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every believer Jesus Christ be so formed, so dwell in the heat, that Hislifein us dall
be the impulse and inspiration d our love to the whaole body, and ou life for it. It is
becaise self occupies the heat that it is % easy and ratural and pleasing to care for
ourselves. When Jesus Christ livesin us, it will be & easy and retural and deasing to
live whally for the body of Christ. As realily and returally as the thumb and fingers
respond to the will and movement of the head will the members of Christ’s body
respondto the Heal, as the body grows up into Him, and from Him maketh increase
of itself.

Let us im up. For the grea work the Hea is doing in gathering in from throughou
the world and bulding up His body, He is entirely dependent on the service of the
members. Not only our Lord, bu a perishing world is waiting and cdling for the
Church to awake and give herself whaly to thiswork - the perfeding d the number of
Christ’'s members. Every believer, the very feeblest, must lean to know his caling - to
livewith this as the main oljed of this existence This grea truth will be reveded to
us in power, and oldain the mastery, as we give ourselves to the work of ministering
acording to the grace we already have We may confidently wait for the full
revelation of Christ in its as the power to do all He asks of its.
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XVII
WOMEN ADORNED WITH Goob WORK

‘Let women adan themselves; not with braided hair, and gold o peals or costly
raiment; but through goodworks. Let nore be enrolled as a widow under threescore
yeas old, well reported o for goodworks; ... if she hath dili gently followed evey
good work - 1 Timothy 2:10; 5:9-10

In the three Pastoral Epistles, written to two young pastors to instruct them in regard
to their duties, ‘good works are more frequently mentioned than in Paul’s other
Epistles. * In writing to the Churches, as in a chapter like Romans 12 he mentions the
individual goodwork by name. In writing to the pastors he had to use this expresson
as asummary of what, bah in their own life and their teading of others, they had to
am at. A minister was to be prepared to every good work, furnished completely to
every goodwork, an ensemble of goodworks. And they were to tead Christians - the
women to adorn themselves with good works, dili gently to foll ow every goodwork, to
be well reported o for goodworks; the men to be rich in goodworks, zedous of good
works, realy to every good work, to be caeful and to lean to maintain good works.
No pation d God swork presses home more definitely the dsolute necessty of good
works as an essential, vital element in the Christian life.

Our two texts gedk of the goodworks of Christian women. In the first they are taught
that their adorning isto be not with braided hair, and gold or peals or costly raiment,
but, as becomes women preferring godiness with good works. We know what
adornment is. A ledless tree in winter has life; when spring comes it puts on its
beautiful garments, and rgjoices in the adornment of foliage aand Hossom. The
adorning of Christian women is not to be in hair or peals or raiment, bu in good
works. Whether it be the goodworks that have referenceto personal duty and condLct,
or those works of beneficencethat am at the pleasing and helping of our neighbou or
those that more definitely seek the salvation d souls - the adorning that pleases God,
that gives true heavenly beauty, that will truly attrad others to come and serve God,
too, iswhat Christian women ought to seek after. John saw the haly city descend from
heaven, ‘made ready as a bride aorned for her husband. ‘ The fine linen is the
righteous ads of the saints' (Revelation 212; 24:8). Oh! that every Christian woman
might seek so to adorn herself as to please the Lord that loved her.

In the seoond ssage we read of widows who were placed uponaroll of honou in
the ealy Church, and to whom a cetain charge was given ower the younger women.
No ore was to be erolled who was not ‘well reported of for good works.” Some of
these ae mentioned: if she has been known for the caeful bringing up d her children,
for her hospitaity to strangers, for her washing the saints' fed, for her relieving the
affli cted; and then there is added, ‘if she hath dili gently followed eve'y goodwork.” If
in her home and ou of it, in caring for her own children, for strangers, for saints, for
the dflicted, her life has been devoted to good works, she may indeed be courted fit
to be an example and guide to athers. The standard is ahigh ore. It shows us the place
goodworks took in the ealy Church. It shows how woman’s blessed ministry of love

YIn 1 Timothy six times - 2:11; 3:1; 5:10; a. 2; 5:25, 6:18. In 2 Timothy twice - 2:21; 3:17. In
Titussix times - 1:16; 2:7, 14; 3:1, 8, 14.
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was courted onand encouraged. It shows how, in the development of the Christian
life, nothing so fits for rule and influence as a life given to good works.

Good works are part and parcd of the Christian life, equally indispensable to the
hedth and growth o the individual, and to the welfare and extension d the Church.
And yet what multitudes of Christian women there ae whose adive share in the good
work of blessng their fellow-credures is littl e more than paying at goodworks. They
are waiting for the preading of a full gospel, which shall encourage and help and
compel them to give their lives  to work for their Lord, that they, too, may be well
reported of as dili gently foll owing every goodwork. The time aand money, the thought
and heat given to jewels or costly rament will be redeemed to its true objed.
Religionwill nolonger be aselfish desire for personal safety, but the joy of being like
Christ, the helper and saviour of the needy. Work for Christ will take its true place a
indeed the highest form of existence the true alornment of the Christian life. And as
dili gencein the pursuits of eath is honoued as one of the true dements of charader
and worth, dligently to follow good works in Christ’s service will be foundto give
access to the highest reward and the fullest joy of the Lord.

1. We ae beginning to awaken to the wonderful placewoman can take in church and
schod and misson. This truth neals to be brought home to every one of the King's
daughters, that the adorning in which they are to attrad the world, to pease their
Lord, and enter His presence is - good works.

2. Woman, as the image of ‘the we&knessof God, ‘ the meekness and gentleness of
Christ,” is to teath man the beauty and the power of the long-suffering, self -
sacrificing ministry of love.

3. The training for the service of love begins in the home life; is grengthened in the
inner chamber; reades out to the neeady around, and finds its full scope in the
world for which Christ died.
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XVIII
RicH IN GooD WORKS

‘Charge them that are rich in the present world, that they do good, that they berich in
good works, that they be ready to dstribute, willi ng to communicate, laying up for
themselves a good foundition against the time to come, that they may lay hold onthe
life which is life indeed.’” -1 Timothy 6:18

If women are to regard good work as their adornment, men are to court them their
riches. As good works satisfy woman’'s eye and taste for beauty, they med man’s
craving for possesson and paver. In the present world riches have a wonderful
significance They are often God s reward on dli gence, industry, and enterprise. They
represent and embody the life-power that has been spent in procuring them. As such
they exercise power in the honou or service they seaure from others. Their danger
consists in their being of this world, in their drawing off the heat from the living God
and the heavenly treasures. They may become aman’s dealliest enemy: How hardly
shall they that have riches enter the kingdom of heaven!

The gospel never takes away anything from us withou giving us something better in
its gea. It meds the desire for riches by the command to berich in goodworks. Good
works are the in that is current in God' s kingdom: acwrding to these will be the
reward in the world to come. By aboundng in good works we lay up for ourselves
treasuresin heaven. Even here on eath they constitute atreasure, in the testimony of a
good conscience, in the mnsciousnessof being well-pleasing to God (1 John 3 in the
power of blessing others.

There is more. Wedth of gold is nat only a symbad of the heavenly riches; it is
adually, though so oppgaite in its nature, a means to it. ‘ Charge the rich that they do
good, that they be ready to dstribute, willing to communicae, laying up for
themselves agoodfoundiion. * Make to yourselves friends by means of the mammon
of unrighteousness that, when it fails, they may receve you into the dernd
tabernades.’ Even as the widow’s mite, the gifts of the rich, when given in the same
spirit, may be an dfering with which God is well pleased (Hebrews 13:16). The man
who is rich in money may become rich in good works, if he follows out the
instructions Scripture lays down. The money must not be given to be seen of men ‘but
as unto the Lord. Nor as from an owner, bu a steward who administers the Lord's
money, with prayer for His guidance Nor with any confidence in its power or
influence, bu in deg dependence on Him who aone can make it ablessng. Nor as a
substitute for, or bringing out from that persona work and witness which eath
believer is to give. As al Christian work, so ou money-giving has its value done
from the spirit in which it is done, even the spirit of Christ Jesus.

What a field there is in the world for acamulating these riches, these heavenly
treasures. In relieving the poa, in educaing the negleded, in helping the logt, in
bringing the gospel to Christians and heahen in darkness what investment might be
made if Christians ought to be rich in goodworks, rich toward God. We may well ask
the question, ‘What can be dore to waken among believers a desire for these true
riches? Men have made ascience of the wedth of nations, and carefully studied all the
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laws by which its incresse and unversal distribution can be promoted. How can the
charge to be rich in good works find a resporse in the heats that its pursuit shal be
as much a pleasure and a passion as the desire for the riches of the present world?

All depends uponthe nature, the spirit, there is in man. To the eathly nature, eathly
riches have anatural affinity and irresistible atradion. To foster the desire for the
aqquisition d what constitutes wedth in the heavenly kingdom, we must apped to the
spiritua nature. That spiritua nature neeads to be taught and educated and trained into
al the businesshabits that go to make aman rich. There must be the anbition to rise
abowve the level of a bare eistence the deally contentment with just being saved.
There must be some insight into the beauty and worth of goodworks as the expresson
of the Divine life - God's working in us and ou working in Him; as the means of
bringing gory to God; as the source of life and dessng to men; as the laying up d a
treasure in heaven for eternity. There must be afaith that these riches are adually
within ou read, becaise the grace ad Spirit of God are working in us. And then the
outlook for every oppatunity of doing the work of God to those aound s, in the
footsteps of Him who said, ‘It is more blessd to give than recave.” Study and apply
these principles - they will open the sure road to your becoming a rich man. A man
who wants to be rich often begins on a small scde, bu never loses an oppatunity.
Begin at once with some work of love, and ask Christ, who kecane poar, that you
might be rich, to help you.

1. What is the caise that the gped for money for missons meds with such
insufficient resporse? It is becaise of the low spiritual state of the Church.
Christians have no diwe anception d their cdling to live whaly for God and His
kingdom.

2. How can the evil be remedied? Only when believers e ad accept their Divine
cdling to make God s kingdom their first care, and with humble mnfesson d their
sinsyield themselves to God, will they truly seek the heavenly riches to be foundin
working for God.

3. Let us never cease to plead and labour for atrue spiritual awakening throughou the
Church.
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XIX
PREPARED UNTO EVERY GOOD WORK

‘If a man therefore deanse himself from them, he shall be avessl unto honou,
sanctified, med for the Master's use, prepared urto eve'y goodwork.” - 2 Timothy
2:21

Paul had spoken o the foundition d God standing sure (2 Timothy 2:19), of the
Church as the grea house built uponthat foundition, d vessls, na only of gold,
silver, costly and lasting, vessls to honou, bu also of wood and d eath, common
and perishable, vessls to dshonou. He distinguishes between them of whom he had
spoken, who gave themselves to striving abou words and to vain babhlings, and such
as truly sought to depart from al iniquity. In ou text he gives us the four steps in the
path in which a man can become avesssl unto honou in the grea househod of God.
These ae, the deansing from sin; the being sanctified; the meeknessfor the Master to
use & He will; and last, the spirit of preparedness for every good work. It is not
enough that we desire or attempt to dogoodworks. As we nedl training and care to
prepare us for every work we ae to do oneath, we nedl it noless or rather we need
it much more, to be - what constitutes the chief mark of the vessels unto honou - to
be prepared unto every good work.

‘If a man cleanse himself from them’ - from that which charaderises the vessls of
dishonou - the ampty professon leading to urmgodiness against which he had
warned. In every dish and cup we use, how we insist uponit that it shall be dean. In
God s house the vessels must much more be dean. And every one who would be truly
prepared urto every good work must seeto this first of al, that he deanse himself
from all that is sn. Christ Himself could na enter uponHis saving work in heaven
until He had acomplished the deansing of our sins. How can we become partners in
His work, unessthere be with us the same deansing first. Ere Isaiah could say, ‘Here
am |, send me,’ the fire of heaven had touched hislips, and he head the voice ‘Thy
sin is purged. An intense desire to be deansed from every sin lies at the roat of
fitness for true service.

‘He shall be a ves=l of honou, sanctified.” Cleansing is the negative side, the
emptying out and removal of al that is impure. Sarctified, the positive side, the
refilli ng and keing possessed of the spirit of haliness through whom the soul beames
God-posessd, and so partakes of His haliness ‘Let us cleanse ourselves from all
defilement of flesh and spirit’ - this first, then, and so ‘ perfeding hadinessin the fea
of the Lord.” In the temple the vessls were nat only to be dean, bu haly, devoted to
God's srvice done. He that would truly work for God must follow after holiness ‘a
heat established in hdiness (1 Thessdonians 4:14), a hay habit of mind and
disposition, yielded upto God and marked by a sense of His presence fit for God's
work. The cleansing from sin secures the filling with the Spirit.

‘Med for the Master’s use.” We ae vessls for our Lord to use. In every work we do,
it is to be Christ using us and working through us. The sense of being a servant,
dependent on the Master’s guidance working under the Master’s eye, instruments
used by Him and His mighty power, lies at the roct of effedua service It maintains

40



that unkroken dependence, that quiet faith, through which the Lord can doHiswork. It
keeos up that blessed consciousnessof the work being all His, which leads the worker
to beacome the humbler the more be is used. His one desire is - med for the Master’s
use.

‘Prepared urto evey good work.” Prepared. The word nd only means equipment,
fitness bu aso the disposition, the daaity which kegs a man on the outlook, and
makes him eanestly desire and joyfully avail himself of every oppatunity of doing
his Master’s work. As he lives in touch with his Lord Jesus, and hdds himself as a
cleansed and sanctified vessl, realy for Him to use, and he sees how good works are
what he was redeamed for, and what his fellowship with his Lord is to be proved in,
they become the one thing he is to live for. He is prepared unto every good work.

1. ‘Med for the Master’'s use,’ that is the central thought. A personal relation to
Christ, an entire surrender to His disposal, a dependent waiting to be used by Him,
a joyful confidence that He will use us - such is the secret of true work.

2. Let the beginning of your work be agiving yourself into the hands of the Master, as
your living, loving Lord.
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XX
FURNISHED COMPLETELY UNTO EVERY GOOD WORK

‘Give diligenceto present thyself approved urto God, a workman that needeth na to
be ashamedjandling arighthe word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15

‘Every scripture inspired of God is aso profitable for teading, for reproof, for
corredion, for instruction which is in righteousness that the man of God may be
completefurnished completely unto every good work’ Fimothy 3:16-17

A workman that neadeth na to be ashamed isonewhoisnot afraid to have the master
come and insped his work. In heaty devotion to it, in thoroughness and skill, he
presents himself approved to hm who employs him. God's workers are to give
diligence to present themselves approved to Him; to have their work worthy of Him
unto all well-pleasing. They are to be a aworkman that needeth na to be ashamed. A
workman is one who knaws his work, who gives himself whadlly to it, who is known
as a working man, who takes delight in dang his work well. Such every Christian
minister, every Christian worker, is to be - a workman that makes a study of it to
invite and expect the Master’s approval.

‘Handing aight the word of truth.” The word is a seed, a fire, a hammer, asword, is
bread, is light. Workmen in any of these spheres can be our example. In work for God
everything depends upon fanding the word aright. Therefore it is that, in the second
text quaed abowve, the persona subjedion to the word, and the experience of its
power, is poken o as the one means of our being completely furnished to every good
work. God s workers must know that the Scripture isinspired of God, and hesthelife
and life-giving power of God in it. Inspired is Spirit-breahed - the life in a sed,
God s Holy Spirit isin the word. The Spirit in the word and the Spirit in ou heat is
One. As by the power of the Spirit within us we take the Spirit-fill ed word we become
spiritual men. This word is given for teaching, the revelation d the thoughts of God,
for reproof, the discovery of our sins and mistakes; for corredion, the removal of
what is defedive to be replacel by what is right and good for instruction which isin
righteousness the ommunicaion d all the knowledge neaded to walk before God in
His ways. As one yields himsef whaly and heatily to al this, and the true Spirit-
fill ed word gets mastery of his whole being, he becomes a man of God, complete and
furnished completely to every good work. He beacomes a workman approved of God,
who reeds not to be ashamed, rightly handing the word of God. And so the man of
God has the doude mark - his own life whaly moulded by the Spirit-breahed word -
and his whole work directed by his rightly handling that word.

‘That the man d God may be wmplete, thorougHy furnished urto evey goodwork.’
In ou previous meditation we leant bow in the deansing and sanctificaion d the
persona life the worker becomes a vessl med for the Masters use, prepared urto
evay goodwork. Here we lean the same leson - it is the man of God who allows
God s word to doits work of reproving and correding and instructing in his own life
who will be complete, completely furnished urto evey good work. Complete
equipment and realiness for every good work - that is what every worker for God
must aim at.
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If any worker, conscious of how defedive his preparation is, ask how this complete
furnishing for every goodwork isto be dtained, the analogy of an eathly workman,
who reeals not be ashamed, suggests the answer. He would tell us that be owes his
success first of al, to devotion to his work. He gave it his close atention. He left
other things to concentrate his eff orts on mastering one thing. He made it a life-study
to do hs work perfedly. They who would do Christ’s work as a seandthing, na as
the first, and who are not willing to saaifice dl for it, will never be complete or
completely furnished to every good work.

The second thing he will speg of will be patient training and exercise. Proficiency
only comes through painstaking effort. You may fed as if you knav nat how or what
to work aright. Fea nat - al learning begins with ignorance and mistakes. Be of good
courage. He who has endowed human nature with the wonderful power that has fill ed
the world with such skill ed and cunning workmen, will He not much more give His
children the gracethey neal to be His fellow-workers? Let the necessty that is laid
uponyou - the necessty that you shoud glorify God, that you shoud blessthe world,
that you shoud through work ennolde and perfed your life and Hdessdness urge you
to give immediate and continual dili genceto be aworkman completely furnished uno
every good work.

It isonly in dang we lean to do aright. Begin working under Christ’s training; He
will perfect His work in you, and so fit you for your work for him.

1. The work God is doing, and seeking to have dore in the world, isto win it badk to
Himself.

2. In this work every believer is expected to take part.

3. God wants us to be skill ed workmen, who give our whale heat to His work, and
delight in it.

4. God daes His work by working in us, inspiring and strengthening us to do His

work.

. What God asks is a heart and life devoted to Him in surrender and faith.

6. As God swork is al love, love is the power that works in us, inspiring our efforts
and conquering its object.

(3]
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XXI
ZEALOUSOF Goob WORKS

‘He gave Himself for us, that He might redeam us from al iniquity, and puify us for
Himself, a people of His owizealous of good works.Ttus 2:14

In these words we have two truths - what Christ has dore to make us His own, and
what He expeds of us. In the former we have arich and beautiful summary of Christ’s
work for us: He gave Himself for us, He redeemed us from all i niquity, He deansed us
for Himself, He took s for a people, for His own possesson. And al with the one
objed, that we shoud be apeople zealous of goodworks. The doctrinal half of this
wonderful passage has had much attention bestowed onit; let us devote our attention
toits pradicd part - we aeto be apeople zedous of goodworks. Christ expeds of us
that we shall be zedots for good works - ardently, enthusiasticdly devoted to their
performance.

This can na be said to be the feding with which most Christians regard good works.
What can be doreto cultivate this disposition? One of the first things that wakens zed
in work is a grea and ugent sense of neal. A gred need wakens grong desire, stirs
the heat and the will, rouses al the energies of our being. It was this snse of ned
that roused many to be zedous of the law; they hoped their works would save them.
The Gospel has robbed this motive of its power. Has it taken away entirely the need of
good works? No, indedl, it has given that urgent need a higher placethan before.
Christ neads, neals urgently, ou good works. We ae His srvants, the members of
His body, withou whom He can na possbly cary on Hiswork on eath. The work is
so grea - with the hundeds of milli ons of the unsaved - the work is 9 gred, that not
one worker can be spared. There ae thousands of Christians to-day who fed that their
own business is urgent, and must be dtended to, and have no conception d the
urgency of Christ’s work committed to them. The Church must waken up to tead
each believer this.

As urgently as Christ neads our good works the world needs them. There ae aound
you men and women and children who reed saving. To seemen swept down past us
in ariver, stirs our every power to try and save them. Christ has placed His people in
a perishing world, with the expedation that they will give themselves, heat and soul,
to cary on Hiswork of love. Oh! let us ssundforth the blessed Gospel message: He
gave Himsdlf for us that He might redeem us for Himself, a people of His own, to
serve Him and carry on His work - zealous of good works.

A seoond gred element of zed in work is delight in it. An apprentice or a student
mostly begins his work under a sense of duty. As he leans to understand and enjoy it,
be does it with pleasure, and keacomes zedous in its performance The Church must
train Christians to believe that when orce we give our heats to it, and seek for the
training that makes us in some degree skill ed workmen, there is no greder joy than
that of sharing in Christ’s work of mercy and leneficence As physicd and mental
adivity give pleasure, and cdl for the devotion and zed of thousands, the spiritual
service of Christ can waken our highest enthusiasm.
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Then comes the highest motive, the personal one of attachment to Christ our
Redeamer: ‘The love of Christ constraineth us.” The love of Christ to usis the source
and measure of our love to Him. Our love to Him beames the power and the measure
of our love to souls. Thislove, shed abroad in ou heats by the Holy Spirit, this love
as a Divine mommunicaion, renewed in us by the renewing of the Holy Ghost day by
day, beaomes a zed for Christ that shows itself as a zed for good works. It becomes
the link that unites the two parts of our text, the doctrinal and the pradicd, into ore.
Christ’s love, that gave Himself for us, that redeaned us from al iniquity, that
cleansed us for Himself, that made us a people of His own in the bonds of an
everlasting loving kindrness that love believed in, known, receved into the heat,
makes the redeemed soul of necessity zealous in good works.

‘Zealous of goodworks!’ Let no keliever, the yourgest, the feeblest, look uponthis
grace atoo hgh. It is Divine, provided for and asaured in the love of our Lord. Let us
accept it as our cdling. Let us be sure it is the very nature of the new life within us.
Let us, in oppaition to al that nature or feding may say, in faith clam it as an
integral part of our redemption - Christ Himself will make it true in us.

45



XXI1
READY TO EVERY GOOD WORK

‘Put them in mind to besady to every good work.Ttus 3:1

‘Put them in mind.” The words suggest the nead of believersto have the truths of their
cdling to good works ever again set before them. A hedthy tree sportaneously beas
its fruit. Even where the life of the believer is in perfed hedth, Scripture teades us
how its growth and fruitfulness only come through teading, and the influence that
exerts on mind and will and reat. For al who have dharge of others the nedl is grea
of Divine wisdom and faithfulnessto tead and train al Christians, spedaly young
and feeble Christians, to be realy to every good work. Let us consider some of the
chief points of such training.

Teach them clearly what goodworks are. Lay the foundition in the will of God, as
reveded in the law, and show them how integrity and righteousness and oledience
are the groundvork of Christian charader. Tead them how in al the duties and
relationships of daily life truereligionisto be caried ou. Lead them on to the virtues
which Jesus edally came to exhibit and tead - humility, meekness and gentleness
and love. Open ou to them the meaning of a life of love, sdf-saaifice and
beneficence - entirely given to think of and care for others. And then carry them on to
what is the highest, the true life of goodworks - the winning of men to know and love
God.

Teach them what an essential part of the Christian life goodworks are. They are nat,
as many think, a seamndary element in the salvation which God gives. They are nat
merely to be dore in token of our gratitude, or as a proof of the sincerity of our faith,
or as a preparation for heaven. They are dl this, bu they are agrea ded more. They
are the very objed for which we have been redeaned: we have been creded anew
unto good works. They alone ae the evidence that man has been restored to his
origina destiny of working as God Works, and with God, and becaise God works
through im. God hes no hgher glory than His works, and spedally His work of
saving love. In becoming imitators of God, and walking and working in love, even as
Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, we have the very image and likenessof God
restored in us. The works of aman na only reved hislife, they develop and exercise,
they strengthen and perfed it. Goodworks are of the very esence of the Divinelifein
us.

Teach them, too, what a rich reward theybring. All labour has its market value. From
the poa man who scarce can ean a shilling a day, to the man who hes made his
millions, the thought of the reward there is for labour has been ore of the grea
incentives to uncertake it. Christ appeds to this feding when He says, ‘ Gred shall be
your reward.” Let Christians understand that there is no servicewhere the reward is ©
rich as that of God. Work is bradng, work is grength, and cultivates the sense of
mastery and conquest. Work wakens enthusiasm and cdls out a man’s nolest
gudities. In a life of good works the Christian beames conscious of his Divine
ministry of dispensing the life and graceof God to ahers. They bring us into closer
union with God. Thereis no higher fell owship with God than fellowship in His saving
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work of love. It brings us into sympathy with Him and His purposes; it fill s us with
His love; it seaures His approval. And grea is the reward, too, onthose aound Ls.
When ahersarewonto Christ, when the weay and the aring and the despondng are
helped and made partakers of the grace ad life there ae in Christ Jesus for them,
God’s servants share in the very joy in which our blessed Lord found His recompense.

And nav the dief thing. Teach them to believe that it is possible for each of us to
abound in good works. Nothing is 9 fatal to succesdul effort as discouragement or
despondency. Nothing is more afrequent cause of negled of goodworks than the fea
that we have nat the power to perform them. Put them in mind d the power of the
Holy Spirit dwelling in them. Show them that God's promise axd povison o
strength is aways equal to what He demands; that there is always gracesufficient for
al the good works to which we ae cdled. Strive to waken in them a faith in ‘the
power that worketh in us,” and in the fullnessof that life which can flow out as rivers
of living water. Train them to begin at once their service of love. Leal them to see
how it is al God working in them, and to dofer themselves as empty vessls to be
fill ed with Hislove and grace And tead them that as they are faithful in alittl e, even
amid mistakes and shortcomings, the ading out of the life will strengthen the life
itself, and work for God will become in full truth a second nature.

God grant that the teaders of the Church may be faithful to its commisgonin regard
to al her members - ‘Put them in mind to be ready for every good work.” Not only
tead them, bu train them. Show them the work there is to be dore by them; seethat
they doit; encourage and help them to doit hopefully. Thereis no part of the office of
a pastor more important or more saaed than this, or fraught with richer blessng. Let
the am be nothing lessthan to lead every believer to live entirely devoted to the work
of God in winning men to Him. What a dhange it would make in the Church and the
world!

1. Get a firm hod o the grea rocot-principle. Every believer, every member of
Christ’'s body, has his place in the body solely for the welfare of the whole body.

2. Pastors have been given for the perfeding of the saints with the work of
ministering, of serving in love.

3. In ministers and members of the durches, Christ will work mightily if they will
wait upon Him.
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XXI111
CAREFUL TO MAINTAIN GOOD WORKS

‘I will that thou affirm these things confidently, to the end that they which have
believed God may be careful to maintain good works. Let our people dso learn to
maintain good works for necessary uses, that they be not unfruitfulitus 3:8, 14

In the former of these passages Paul charges Titus confidently to affirm the truths of
the blessed Gospel to the end, with the expressobjed that all who haed believed should
be careful, shoud make astudy of it, to maintain good works. Faith and good works
were to be inseparable; the dili gence of every believer in goodworks was to be amain
am of a pastor’s work. In the second passage he reiterates the instruction, with the
expresson, let them learn, suggesting the thought that, as all work on eath hasto be
leaned, so in the good works of the Christian life there is an equal neal of thought
and application and teachableness, to learn how to do them aright and abundantly.

There may be more than ore reader of this little book who hes felt how littl e he has
lived in acordance with al the teading of God's word, prepared, thoroughly
furnished, ready unto, zedous of good works. It appeas  dfficult to get rid of old
habits, to bre& through the conventiondliti es of society, to knowv how to begin and
redly enter uponalife that can be full of goodworks, to the glory of God. Let me try
and give some suggestions that may be helpful. They may aso aid those who have the
training of Christian workers, in showing in what way the teating and leaning of
good works may best succeed. Come, young workers all, and listen.

1. A leaner must begin by beginning to work at once There is no way of leaning an
art like swimming or music, a new language or atrade, bu by pradice Let neither
the fea that you can na do it, na the hope that something will happen that will
make it easier for you, keep you badk. Lean to dogoodworks, the works of love,
by beginning to do them. However insignificant they appea, do them. A kind
word, alittl e help to some one in troulde, an ad of loving attention to a stranger or
apoa man, the saaifice of aseda or a placeto some one wholongs for it - pradise
these things. All plants we alltivate ae small at first. Cherish the cnsciousness
that, for Jesus sake, you are seeking to dowhat would please Him. It is only in
doing you can learn to do.

2. The leaner must give his heat to the work, must take interest and deasure in it.
Delight in work ensures siccess Let the tens of thousands aroundyou in the world
who throw their whae soul into their daily business tead you haw to serve your
blessed Master. Think sometimes of the honou and privilege of doing goodworks,
of serving othersin love. It is God s own work, to love and save and Hessmen. He
works it in you and through you. It makes you share the spirit and likeness of
Christ. It strengthens your Christian charader. Withou adions, intentions lower
and condemn a man instead o raising him. Only as much as you ad out, do you
redly live. Think of the Godlike blessednessof doing good, d communicaing life,
of making happy. Think o the equisite joy of growing up into a life of
beneficence and keing the blessng of all you med. Set your heat upon keing a
vessel meet for the Master’s use, ready to every good work.
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3. Be of good courage, and fea not. The leaner who says | can na, will surely fail.

There is a Divine power working in you. Study and believe what God s word says
abou it. Let the hdy self-reliance of St. Paul, grounded on hs reliance on Christ,
be your example: | can doall things - in Christ which strengtheneth me. Study and
take home to yourself the wonderful promises abou the power of the Holy Spirit,
the @undance of grace Christ’s drength made perfed in weakness and see how
all this can ornly be made true to you in working. Cultivate the node @nsciousness
that as you have been creaed to good works by God, He Himself will fit you for
them. And believe then that just as natural as it is to any workman to delight and
succeeal in his professon, it can be to the new nature in you to aboundin every
good work. Having this confidence, you need never faint.

4. Abowe dl, cling to your Lord Jesus as your Teater and Master. He said: ‘Lean o

Me, for | am meek and lowly of heat, and ye shall find rest to your souls.” Work as
one who is aleaner in His <hod, who is sure that nore teadies like Him, and is
therefore mnfident of success Cling to Him, and let a sense of His presence and
His power working in you make you meek and lowly, and yet bald and strong. He
who came to dothe Father’s work on eath, and foundit the path to the Father's
glory, will teach you what it is to work for God.

To sum up again, for the sake of any who want to lean hawv to work, or how to work
better:

1.

2.

Yield yourself to Christ. Lay yourself on the dtar, and say you wish to give
yourself wholly to live for God’s work.

Believe quietly that Christ accepts and takes charge of you for His work, and will
fit you for it.

. Pray much that God would open to you the gred truth of His own working in you.

Nothing else can give true strength.

. Se& to cultivate aspirit of humble, patient, trustful dependence uponGod. Livein

loving fellowship with Christ, and oledience to Him. You can count upon His
strength being made perfect in your weakness.
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XXV
ASHISFELLOW WORKERS

‘We are God'dellow-workers. ye are God’s buildingl Corinthians 3:9

‘And working together with Him we entrea that ye recave nat the graceof God in
vain.’ - 2 Corinthians 6:1

We have listened to Paul’s teating on good works (chapters IX.-XXI1); let us turn
now to his personal experience and seeif we can lean from him some of the seaets
of effective service.

He spe&s here of the Church as God's building, which, as the Grea Archited, He is
building up into a haly temple and dwelling for Himself. Of his own work, Paul
spedks as of that of a master builder, to whom a part of the greda building has been
given in charge. He had laid afoundition in Corinth; to all who were working there he
said: ‘Let eadr man take heed howv he buildeth thereon! ‘We ae God's fellow
workers.” The word is applicable not only to Paul, bu to all God's srvants who take
part in Hiswork; and becaise every believer has been cdled to give hislifeto God's
service and to win athers to His knowledge, every, even the feddlest, Christian neels
to have the word brought to him and taken hane: ‘We ae God's fellow workers.’
How much it suggests in regard to our working for God!

As to the work we have to do - The @ernal God is building for Himself a temple;
Christ Jesus, God's Son, is the foundition; believers are the living stones. The Holy
Spirit is the mighty power of God through which believers are gathered ou of the
world made fit for their placein the temple, and bult up into it. As living stones,
believers are & the same time the living workmen, whom God uses to cary out His
work. They are equally God' s workmanship and God s fell ow workers. The work God
is doing He does through them. The work they have to dois the very work God is
doing. God s own work, in which He delights, onwhich His heat is &, is saving men
and bulding them into His temple. This is the one work on which the heat of every
one who would be afellow worker with God must be set. It is only as we know how
grea, how wonderful, this work of God is - giving life to dead souls, imparting His
own life to them, and living in them - that we shall enter somewhat into the glory of
our work, receiving the very life of God from Him, and passing it on to men.

As to the strength for the work - Paul says of his work as a mere master buil der, that it
was ‘acwrding to the graceof God which was given me.” For Divine work nathing
but Divine power suffices. The power by which God works must work in us. That
power is His Holy, Spirit. Study the second chapter of this Epistle, and the third of the
Sewmnd, and seehow absolute was Paul’ s adknowledgment of his own impotence, and
his dependence on the teating and paver of the Holy Spirit. As this grea truth
begins to live in the heats of God s workers, that God' s work can oy be dore by
God's power in us, we shall fed that our first need every day is to have the presence
of God's Spirit renewed within us. The power of the Holy Spirit is the power of love.
Godislove. All He works for the salvation d men is love; it is love done that truly
congquers and wins the heat. In al God's fellow workers love is the power that

50



reades the heats of men. Christ conquered and conguers gill by the love of the aoss
Let that mind ke in you, O worker, which was in Christ Jesus, the spirit of alove that
saaifices itself to the deah, o a humble, patient, gentle love, and you will be made
meet to be God'’s fellow worker.

As to the relation we are to hold to God - In exeauting the plans of some grea
building the master builder has but one cae - to cary out to the minutest detail the
thoughts of the achited who designed it. He ads in constant consultation with him,
and is guided in al by his will; and hs instructions to those under him have dl
referenceto the one thing - the anbodment, in visible shape, of what the master mind
has conceived. The one grea charaderistic of fellow workers with God owght to be
that of absolute surrender to His will, unceaing dependence on His teading, exad
obedience to His wishes. God les reveded His plan in His Word. He has told us that
His Spirit done can enable us to enter into His plans, and fully master His purpose
with the way he desires to have it caried ou. The deaer our insight into the Divine
glory of God swork of saving souls, into the utter insufficiency of our natural powers
to dothe work, into the provision, that has been made by which the Divine love can
animate us, and the Divine Spirit guide and strengthen us for its due performance, the
more we shall fed that a dildlike teadiableness a cntinual looking upward and
waiting on God, is ever to be the chief mark of one who is His fellow-labourer. Out
of the sense of humility, helplessness and ndhingness there will grow a haly
confidence and courage that knows that our weaknessneed na hinder us, that Christ’s
strength is made perfed in wed&ness that God Himself is working out His purpase
through us. And d al the blessngs of the Christian life, the most wonderful will be
that we are allowed to be - God'’s fellow workers!

1. God's fellow worker! How easy to use the word, and even to apprehend some of
the grea truths it contains! How littl e we live in the power and the glory of what it
actually involves!

2. Fellow workers with God! Everything depends upon knaving, in His hadinessand
love, the God with whom we are associated as partners.

3. Hewho has chasen us, that in and through us He might do His grea work, will fit
us for His use.

4. Let owr posture be aoring worship, deegp dependence grea waiting, full
obedience.
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XXV
ACCORDING TO THE WORKING OF HISPOWER

‘Whom we pread, warning every man, and teading every man, that we may present
every man perfed in Christ Jesus; where-unto | also labour, striving according to His
working, which worketh in me mightily.Colossians 1:29

‘“The mystery of Christ, whereof | was made aminister, acrding to the gift of that
grace of God which was given me according to the working o His power.’ -
Ephesians 3:7

In the words of Paul to the Phili ppians, which we have drealy considered (chapter
IX), in which he cdled uponthem and encouraged them to work, because it was God
who worked in them, we found om of the most pregnant and comprehensive
statements of the grea truth that it is only by God' s working in us that we can dotrue
work. In ou texts for this chapter we have Paul’ s testimony as to his own experience
His whale ministry was to be acording to the gracewhich was given hm acording
to the working of God's power. And d his labour he says that it was a striving
according to the power of Him who worked mightily in him.

We find here the same principle we foundin ou Lord - the Father doing the worksin
Him. Let every worker who reads this pause, and say - If the ever-blessed Son, if the
Apostle Paul, could orly do their work acarding to the working of His power who
worked in them mightily, how much more do | need this working of God in me, to fit
me for doing His work aright. This is one of the deepest spiritual truths of God's
word; let uslook to the Holy Spirit within usto giveit such ahad of our inmost life,
that it may becme the degpest inspiration d all our work. | can orly do true work as |
yield myself to God to work in me.

We know the ground onwhich this truth rests, ‘ There is nore good bu God'; ‘There
is nore haly but the Lord’; ‘Power belongeth urto God. All goodressand hdiness
and paver are only to be foundin God, and where He gives them. And He can ony
give them in the aedure, na as osmething He parts with, bu by His own adual
presence and dvelling and working. And so God can only work in His peoplein as far
as He is dlowed to have ammplete possesson d the heat and life. As our will and
life and love ae yielded upin dependence and faith, and God is waited onto ke
possession and to abide, even as Christ waited on Him, God can work in us.

This is true of al our spiritua life, bu speaally of our work for God. The work of
saving souls is God' s own work: nore but He can doit. The gift of His Son is the
proof of how grea and predous He ourts the work, and hav His heat is st uponit.
His love never for one moment ceases working for the salvation & men. And when He
cdls His children to be partners in His work, He shares with them the joy and the
glory of the work of saving and dessng men. He promises to work His work through
them, inspiring and energising them by His power working in them. To hm who can
say with Paul: ‘I labour, striving acmrding to His power who worketh in me mightily,’
his whale relation to God beaomes the murterpart and the ontinuation d Christ’s, a
blessed, urceasing, momentary, and most absolute dependence on the Father for every
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word He spoke and every work He did.

Christ is our pattern. Christ’s life is our law and works in us. Christ lived in Paul his
life of dependence on God. Why shoud any of us hesitate to believe that the grace
given to Paul of labouwing and striving ‘acording to the working of the power’ will

be given to ustoo. Let every worker lean to say - As the power that worked in Christ
worked in Paul too, that power works no lessin me. There is no passble way of
working God’s work aright, but by God working it in us.

How | wish that | could take every worker who reads this by the hand, and say -
Come, my brother! let us quiet our minds, and hush every thought in God's presence,
as | whisper in your eas the wonderful seaet: God isworking in you. All the work you
have to do for Him, God will work in you. Take time and think it over. It is a deg
spiritua truth which the mind can na grasp na the heat redise. Accept it as a Divine
truth from heaven; believe that this word is a seed ou of which can grow the very
spiritua blessng of which it speaks. And in the faith of the Holy Spirit’s making it
live within you, say ever again: God worketh in me. All the work | have to work for
Him, God will work in me.

The faith o this truth, and the desire to have it made true in you, will constrain you to
live very humbly and closdly with God. You will seehow work for God must be the
most spiritua thing in a spiritual life. And you will ever anew bow in hdy still ness
God is working; God will work in me; | will work for Him acarding to the power
which worketh in me mightily.

1. The gift of the graceof God (Ephesians 2:7; 3:7), the power that worketh in us
(Ephesians 3:20), the strengthening with might by the Spirit (Ephesians 3:16) - the
three expressions all contain the same thought of God’s working all in us.

2. The Holy Spirit is the power of God. Seek to be fill ed with the Spirit, to have your
whole life led by Him, and you will become fit for God’s working mightily in you.

3. ‘Ye shdl recave the power of the Holy Spirit coming on you. Through the Spirit
dwelling in us God can work in us mightily.

4. What hay fea, what humble watchfulnessand dependence, what entire surrender
and obedience become us if we believe in God’s working in us.
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XXVI
L ABOURING M ORE ABUNDANTLY

‘By the graceof God | am what | am: and His gracewhich was bestowed onme was
not in vain; but | laboued more abundarly than they all: yet not I, bu the graceof
God which was with me.’1 Corinthians 15:10

‘And He hath said urto me, My graceis sufficient for thee for My power is made
perfed in weakness ... in nahing was | behind the chiefest of the gostles, though |
am nothing.’ -2 Corinthians 12:9, 11

In bah o these passages Paul spe&s of how he had abounded in the work of the
Lord. ‘In nahing was | behind the chiefest of the Apostles” ‘1 laboued more
abundantly, than they al.” In bah he tells how entirely it was al of God, who worked
in Him, and nd of himself. In the first he says. ‘Not I, but the graceof God which was
with me.” Andthen in the second,showing how this graceis Christ’s grength working
in us, while we ae nathing, he tells us: ‘He said urto me: My graceis sufficient for
thee My power is made perfed in we&kness’ May God give us ‘the Spirit of
revelation, enlightened eyes of the heat,’” to seethis wonderful vision, a man who
knows himself to be nathing, glorying in his weakness that the power of Christ may
rest on hm, and work through him, and who so labous more aundantly than all.
What does this teach us as workers for God?

God swork can orly be dorein God's grength - It isonly by God's power, that is, by
God Himself working in us, that we can doeffedive work. Throughou this littl e book
this truth has been frequently repeded. It is easy to accept of it; it is far from easy to
seeits full meaning, to give it the mastery over our whole being, to live it out. This
will ned still nessof soul, and meditation, strong faith and fervent prayer. Asit is God
alone who can work in us, it is equally God who done anrevel Himsef as the God
who works in us. Wait on Him, and the truth that ever appeas to be beyondthy reach
will be opened upto theg through the knowledge of who and what God is. When God
reveds Himself as ‘God who worketh dl in al,” thouwilt lean to believe and work
‘according to the power of Him who worketh in thee mightily.’

God's grength can orly work in weakness- It is only when we truly say, Not I! that
we can fully say, but the grace of God with me. The man who said, In nahing kehind
the chiefest of the Apostles! had first leant to say, thoughl am naothing. He could say:
‘| take pleasure in wegknesses, for when | am week then am | strong.” Thisis the true
relation between the Credor and the aedure, between the Divine Father and His
child, between God and His srvant. Christian worker! lean the lesoon d thine own
wedkness as the indispensable cwndtion d God s Power working in thee Do believe
that to take time andin God's presence to redi se thy weaknessand ndhingnessis the
sure way to be dothed with God's drength. Accept every experience by which God
teades thee thy weakness as His gracepreparing theeto receve His grength. Take
pleasure in weaknesses!

God's drength comesin ou fell owship with Christ andHis service- Paul says: | will
glory in my weekness that the strength of Christ may rest uponme.” ‘| take pleasure
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in wegknesses for Christ's sske’ And he tells how it was when be had besought the
Lord that the messenger of Satan might depart from him, that He answered: ‘My grace
is aufficient for thee’ * Christ is the wisdom and the power of God.” We do nd recave
the wisdom to know, or the power to doGod s will as something that we can passess
and wse a discretion. It is in the personal attadhment to Christ, in alife of continual
communicaion with Him, that His power rests on . It is in taking pleasure in
weaknesses for Christ’s sake that Christ’s strength is known.

God's grength is given to faith, andthe work that is dore in faith - It needs a living
faith to take pleasure in weaknesses, and in we&knessto do ou work, knowing that
Godisworking in us. Withou sedang or feding anything, to go onin the confidence
of a hidden power working in us - this is the highest exercise of alife of faith. To do
God's own work in saving souls, in per severing prayer and labou; amid ouwardly
unfavourable drcumstances and appeaances gill to labou more dundantly - this
faith alone can do. Let us be strong in faith, giving dory to God. God will show
Himself strong towards him whose heart is perfect with Him.

My brother! be willi ng to yield yourself to the very utmost to God, that His power may
rest uponyou, may work in you. Do let God work throughyou. Offer yourself to Him
for His work as the one objea of your life. Count uponHis working al in you, to fit
you for His srvice to strengthen and dessyou in it. Let the faith and love of your
Lord Jesus, whase strength is going to be made perfed in your we&kness leal you to
live even as He did, to do the Father’s will and finish His work.

1. Let every minister seek the full personal experience of Christ's drength made
perfed in His wedness thisaone will fit him to teat believers the seaet of their
strength.

2. Our Lord says: ‘My grace My strength.’ It is as, in close persona fellowship and
love, we aide in Christ, and have Christ abiding in us, that His grace ad strength
can work.

3. It isaheat whaly given upto God, to His will and love, that will know his power
working in our weakness.
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XXVII
A DOER THAT WORKETH SHALL BE BLESSED IN DOING

‘Be ye doers of the word, and nd heaers only, deluding your own selves. He that
looketh into the perfed law, the law of liberty, and so continueth, being not a heaer
that forgetteth, bu a doer that worketh, this man shall be blessed in ddng. - James
1:22, 25

‘God creaed us nat to contemplate but to ad. He aeded usin His own image, andin
Him there is no Thought withou simultaneous Action.! True adion is born of
contemplation. True contemplation, as a means to an end, always begets adion. If sin
had na entered there had never been a separation ketween knowing and dang. In
nathing is the power of sin more dealy seen than this, that even in the believer there
is such a gap between intelled and conduct. It is posshble to delight in heaing, to be
dili gent in increasing our knowledge of God s word, to admire and approve the truth,
even to be willing to doit, and yet to fail entirely in the adual performance Hence
the warning of James, na to delude ourselves with being heaers and nd doers. Hence
his pronouncing the doer who worketh blessed in his doing.

Blessd in dang - The words are asummary of the teating of our Lord Jesus at the
close of the Sermon onthe Mourt: *He that doeth the will of My Father shall enter the
kingdom of heaven. ‘Every one that heaeth My words, and dath them, shall be
likened urto a wise man.” To the woman who spoke of the blessedness of her who
was his mother: ‘Y earather, blessed are they that hea the word of God and keep it.’
To the disciplesin the last night: ‘If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.’
It is one of the greaest dangers in religion that we rest content with the pleasure and
approval which a beautiful representation d atruth cdls forth, withou the immediate
performance of what it demands. It is only when conwviction hes been trandated into
conduct that we have proof that the truth is mastering us.

A doer that worketh shall be blessed in doing - The doer is blessed. The doing is the
victory that overcomes every obstade it brings out and confirms the very image of
God, the Grea Worker; it removes every barrier to the enjoyment of al the blessng
God hes prepared. We ae ever inclined to seek our blessednessin what God gives, in
privilege and enjoyment. Christ placed it in what we do, kecaise it is only in dang
that we redly prove and knav and pssssthe life God hes bestowed. When ore said,
‘Blessed is be that shall eda bread in the kingdom of God, our Lord answered with the
parable of the supper, ‘Blessed is he that forsakes all to come to the supper.” The doer
is blesed. As surrely as it is only in dang that the painter or musician, the man of
science or commerce, the discoverer or the congueror find their blessedness so, and
much more, isit only in keguing the cmmmandments andin ddang the will of God that
the believer enters fully into the truth and Hessedness of deliverance from sin and
fellowship with God. Doing is the very esence of blessedness the highest
manifestation, and therefore the fullest enjoyment of the life of God.

A doer that worketh shall be blessed in ddng - This was the blessednessof Abraham,

of whom we read (James 2:22): ‘Thou seest that faith wrought with his works, and by
works was faith made perfed.” He had no works withou faith; there was faith
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working with them and in them all. And he had no faith without works: through them
his fath was exercised and strengthened and perfected. As his faith, so his
blessedness was perfected in doing. It isin doing that the doer that worketh is blessed.
The true insight into this, as a Divine revelation of the true nature of good works, in
perfect harmony with all our experience in the world, will make us take every
command, and every truth, and every opportunity to abound in good works as an
integral part of the blessedness of the salvation Christ has brought us. Joy and work,
work and joy, will become synonymous: we shall no longer be hearers but doers.

Let us put this truth into immediate practice. Let us live for others, to love and serve
them. Let not the fact of our being unused to labours of love, or the sense of ignorance
and unfitness, keep us back. Only begin. If you think you are not able to labour for
souls, begin with the bodies. Only begin, and go on, and abound. Believe the word, It
is more blessed to give than to recelve. Pray for and depend on the promised grace.
Give yoursdlf to a ministry of love; in the very nature of things, in the example of
Christ, in the promise of God you have the assurance: If you know these things, happy
areyeif ye do them. Blessed is the doer!

57



XXVIII
THE WORK OF SOUL-SAVING

‘My brethren, if any of you doerr from the truth, and ore @nwert him, let him know
that he which converteth a sinner from the aror of his ways dal save a sou from
death, and shall cover a multitude of sinsdlames 5:19-20

We sometimes hesitate to speak of men being converted and saved by men. Scripture
here twice uses the expresson d one man converting another, and orce of his saving
him. Let us nat hesitate to accept it as part of our work, of our high prerogative & the
sons of God, to convert and to save men. ‘For it is God who worketh in us.’

‘Shdl save a soul from death. Every workman studies the material in which he
works: the capenter the wood, the goldsmith the gold. ‘Our works are wrought in
God. In ou good works we ded with souls. Even when we can at first do nomore
than read and help their bodes, our aim is the soul. For these Christ came to de. For
these God hes appanted us to watch and labou. Let us sudy these. What care a
hurtsman o a fisherman takes to know the habits of the spoil he seeks. Let us
remember that it neals Divine wisdom and training and skill to become winners of
souls. The only way to get that training and skill isto begin to work: Christ Himself
will teach each one who waits on Him

In that training the Church with its ministers has a part to take. The daily experience
of ordinary life and teading prove how often there exist in a man ursuspeded
powers, which must be cdled ou by training before they are known to be there. When
a man thus becomes conscious and master of the power thereisin himself heis, asit
were, a new credure; the power and enjoyment of life is douded. Every believer has
bidden within hmself the power of saving souls. The Kingdom of Heaven iswithin us
as a sedal, and every one of the gifts and graces of the spirit are eab aso a hidden
sedal. The highest aim of the ministry is to waken the cnsciousness of this hidden
seal of power to save souls. A depressng sense of ignorance or impotence kegps
many badk. James writes: ‘Let him who conwverts another know that he has sved a
soul from deah.” Every believer neals to be taught to knav and use the wondrous
blessed paver with which he has been endowved. When God said to Abraham: ‘I will
blesstheg then shall al the nations of the eath be blessed, He cdled him to a faith
nat only in the blesang that would come to hm from abowve, bu in the power of
blesang he would be in the world. It is a wonderful moment in the life of a dild of
God when he sees that the second blessing is as sure as the first.

‘He shall save a soul.” Our Lord beas the name of Jesus, Saviour. He is the
embodment of God's saving love. Saving souls is His own grea work, is His work
alone. As our faith in Him grows to knav and receve dl thereisin Him, as He lives
in us, and dwvellsin ou heat and dspasition, saving souls will beaome the grea work
to which ou life will be given. We shall be the willi ng and intelli gent instruments
through whom He will do His mighty work.

‘I f any a@r, and o @nvert him he which converteth asinner shall savea soul.” The
words suggest personal work. We diiefly think o large gatherings to whom the
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Gospel is preaded; the thought here is of one who hes erred and is ught after. We
increasingly do ou work through asociations and aganisations. ‘If one convert him,
he saveth a soul;’ it isthe love and labou of some individua believer that has won
the aring one bad. It is this we neead in the Church of Christ - every believer who
truly follows Jesus Christ looking out for those who are ering from the way, loving
them, and labouring to help them bad. Not one of us may say, ‘Am | my brother’s
keger? We aeintheworld oy and solely that as the members of Christ’s body we
may continue and cary out His saving work. As saving souls was and is His work,
His joy, His glory, let it be ours, let it be mine, too. Let me give myself personaly to
watch over individuals, and seek to save them one by one.

‘Know that he which converteth a sinner shall savea soul.” ‘ If ye know these things,
happy are ye if youdothem.” Let me tranglate these Scripture truths into adion; let me
give these thoughts hape and substancein daily life; let me prove their power over
me, and my faith in them, by work. Is there not more than ore Christian around me
wandering from the way, nealing loving help and nd unwilli ng to receve it? Are
there nat some whom | could take by the hand, and encourage to begin again? Are
there nat many who have never been in the right way, for some of whom Christ Jesus
would use me, if | were truly at His disposal?

If | fed afraid - oh! let me believe that the love of God as a sead dwells within me,
nat only cdling but enabling me adually to dothe work. Let me yield myself to the
Holy Spirit to fill my heat with that love, and fit me for its srvice Jesus the Saviour
livesto save; He dwellsin me; He will do His saving work through me. *Know that he
whichconverteth a sinner shall save a soul from death, and cover a multitude of sins.’

1. Moreloveto souls, ban ou of fervent love to the Lord Jesus - is nat this our gred
need?

2. Let us pray for love, and begin to love, in the faith that as we exercise the littl e we
have more will be given.

3. Lord! open ou eyesto seeTheedoing Thy grea work of saving men, and waiting
to give Thy love and strength into the heat of every willi ng one. Make eat ore of
Thy redeemed a soul-winner.
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XXIX
PRAYING AND WORKING

‘If any man seehis brother sinning a sin na unto deah, he shall ask, and God will
give him life for them that sin not unto deathl Jdohn 5:16

‘Let us consider one ancther to provoke unto love and good works' these words in
Hebrews expresswhat lies at the very root of a life of good works - the thoughtful
loving care we have for ead ather, that not one may fall away. Asit isin Gaatians:
‘Even if aman be overtaken in atrespass ye which are spiritual, restore such aonein
the spirit of meekness’ Or as Jude writes, apparently of Christians who were in
danger of falling away, ‘ Some save, snatching them out of the fire; and onsome have
mercy with fea.” As Christ’s doing gopodto men’s bodes ever aimed at winning their
souls, al our ministry of love must be subadinated to that which is God's grea
purpose and longing - the salvation unto life eternal.

In this labour of love praying and working must ever go together. At times prayer may
read thase whom the words can na read. At times prayer may chiefly be needed for
ourselves, to oltain the wisdom and courage for the words. At times it may be
speaally cdled forth for the soul by the very ladk of fruit from our words. As arule,
praying and working must be inseparable - the praying to oldain from God what we
neel for the soul; the working to bring to it what God hes given us. The words of John
here ae most suggestive & to the power of prayer in ou labou of love. It leads us to
think of prayer as a personal work; with a very definite objed; and a cetainty of
answer.

Let prayer be apersona effort. If any man see his brother he shall ask. We ae so
acastomed to ad through societies and asociations that we ae in danger of losing
sight of the duty resting upon eatcy of us to watch ower those aound hm. Every
member of my body is realy to serve aty other member. Every believer isto care for
the fell ow-believers who are within hisread, in his church, hishouse, or socia circle.
The sin of ead isalossand a hurt to the body of Christ. Let your eyes be open to the
sins of your brethren aroundyou; not to spe&k evil or judge or helplesdy complain,
but to love and help and care and pay. Ask God to see your brother’s sn, in its
sinfulness its danger to himself, its grief to Chrigt, its lossto the body; but adso as
within reah of God s compasson and dHiverance Shutting our eyes to the sin of our
brethren around s is nat true love. Seeit, and take it to God, and make it part of your
work for God to pray for your brother and seek new life for him.

Let prayer be definite. If any man seehis brother sinning let him ask. We need prayer
from a person for a person. Scripture and God's irit tead us to pray for all society,
for the Church with which we ae aciated, for nations, and for spedal spheres of
work. Most neadful and Hessed. But somehow more is needed - to take of those with
whom we @me into contad, ore by one, and make them the subjeds of our
intercesson. The larger supdicaions must have their place bu it is difficult with
regard to them to knav when ou prayers are answered. But there is nothing will bring
God so rea, will test and strengthen ou faith, and make us know we ae fellow
workers with God, as when we recave an answer to ou prayers for individuals. It will
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quicken in us the new and Hessd consciousness that we indeel have power with
God. Let every worker seek to exercise this grace of taking up and paying for
individual souls’

Court uponan answer. He shall ask, and God will give him (the one who prays) life
for them that sin. The words follow on those in which John red spoken abou the
confidence we have of being head, if we ask anything according to Hiswill. Thereis
often complaint made of not knowing God s will . But here there is no dfficulty. ‘He
willeth that all men shoud be saved.’ If we rest our faith onthiswill of God, we shall
grow strong and grasp the promise. ‘He shall ask, and God will give him life for them
that sin.” The Holy Spirit will | ead us, if we yield ouselves to be led by Him, to the
souls God would have ustake a our spedal cae, and for which the graceof faith and
persevering prayer will be given us. Let the wonderful promise: God will give to him
who asks life for them who sin, stir us and encourage us to ou priestly ministry of
personal and cefinite intercesson, as one of the most blessed among the good works
in which we can serve God and man.

Praying and working are inseparable. Let al who work lean to pray well. Let all who
pray learn to work well.

1. To pray Thee onfidently, and, if need be, perseveringly, for an individual, needs a
close walk with God, and the faith that we can prevail with Him.

2. Inall our work for God, prayer must take amuch larger place If Godisto work all;
if our postureisto bethat of entire dependence, waiting for Him to work in us; if it
takes time to persevere and to recave in ouselves what God gives us for others,
there needs to be a work and a labouring in prayer.

3. Oh that God would open ou eyes to the glory of this work of saving souls, as the
one thing God lives for, as the one thing He wants to work in us.

4. Let us pray for the love and paver of God to come on s, for the blessed work of
soul-winning.

2 This thought is very strikingly put in a penny tra@he by One, to be obtained from the
author, Mr. Thomas Hogben, Welcome Mission, Portsmouth.
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XXX
| KNow THY WORKS

‘To the angdl of the dhurch in Ephesus - in Thyatira - in Sardis - in Philadelphia - in
Laodicea writel know thy works? - Revelation 2-3

‘I know thy works.” These ae the words of Him who walketh in the midst of the
seven golden candesticks, and whose eyes are like aflame of fire. As He looks upon
the dhurches, the first thing He sees and judges of is - the works. The works are the
revelation d the life and charader. If we ae willi ng to bring our works into His haly
presence, His words can teach us what our work ought to be.

To Ephesus He says: ‘I know thy works, and thy toil and patience, and that thou canst
nat bea evil men, and thou hest patience and ddst bea for My name’'s sake, and hest
not grown weay. But | have this against theg that thou hest left thy first love Repent,
and do the first works.” There was here much to praise - toil, and petience, and zed
that had never grown weay. But there was one thing ladking - the tenderness of the
first love.

In His work for us Christ gave us before and above everything His love, the personal
tender affedion d His heat. In ou work for Him He aks us nothing less There is
such a danger of work being caried on,and ou even beaing much for Christ’s ske,
whil e the freshness of our love has passed away. And that is what Christ seeks. And
that is what gives power. And that is what nothing can compensate for. Christ looks
for the warm loving heat, the persona affedion which ever kegos Him the centre of
our love and joy.

Christian workers, see that al your work be the work of love, of tender persondl
devotion to Christ Jesus.

To Thyatira: ‘1 know thy works, and thy love and faith and ministry and petience, and
that the last works are more than the first. But | have this against thee that thou
suff erest the woman Jezebel, and she teadieth and seduceth My servants.” Here ajain
the works are enumerated and praised: the last had even been more than the first. But
then there is one fallure: afalse toleration d what led to impurity and idolatry. And
then He adds of Hisjudgments: ‘the dhurches sal know that I am He which seaches
the reins and hearts; ahdill give to each one of you according to your works.’

Along with much of goodworks there may be some one form of error or evil tolerated
which endangers the whale durch. In Ephesus there was zed for orthodoxy, bu a
ladk of love; here love andfaith, bu alad of faithfulnessagainst error. If goodworks
are to please our Lord, if our whae life must be in harmony with them, in entire
separation from the world and its all urements, we must seek to be what He promised
to make us established in every good word and work. Our work will deade our
estimate in His judgment.

%In the Authorised Version we find the words in all the seven epistles; according to Revised
Version, they occur only five times.
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To Sardis: ‘I know thy works, that thou tast a name to live, and thou art dead. Be
watchful and establish the things that are ready to de: for | have foundno works of
thine fulfilled before My God.’

There may be dl the forms of godiness withou the power; al the adivities of
religious organisation withou the life. There may be many works, and yet He may
say: | have found nowork of thine fulfilled before My God, nore that can stand the
test and ke redly acceptable to God as a spiritual saaifice In Ephesus it was works
lacking in love, inThyatira works lacking in purity, iBardis works lacking in life.

To Philadelphia: ‘I know thy works, that thou hest a littl e power, and didst keep My
word and ddst not deny My name. Because thou ddst kegp My word, | also will keep
thee.’

On eath Jesus had said: He that hath My commandments and keepeth them, he it is
that loveth Me. If aman love Me, he will kegp My word. and My Father will | ove him.
Philadelphia, the durch for which there is no reproof, had this mark: its chief work,
and the law of all itswork, was, it kept Christ’s word, not in an orthodox creal orly,
but in pradicd obedience Let nothing less let this truly, be the mark and spirit of all
our work: a keegping of the word o Christ. Full, loving conformity to His will will be
rewarded.

To Laodicea ‘I know thy works, that thou art neither cold na hot. Thou sayest, | am
rich and have gotten riches, and have nead of nathing.” Thereis not a dhurch withou
its works, its religious activities.

And yet the two grea marks of Laodicean religion, lukewarmness and its natural
acompaniment, self-complacency, may rob them of their worth. It not only, like
Ephesus, teates us the nead of a fresh and fervent love, bu aso the neal o that
poverty of spirit, that conscious weakness out of which the @solute dependence on
Christ’s drength for al our work will grow, and which will no longer leare Christ
standing at the door, but enthrone Him in the Heart.

‘I know thy works.” He who tested the works of the seven churches 4gill li ves and
watches over us. He is ready in His love to dscover what is lacking, to give timely
warning and help, and to tead us the path in which ou works can be fulfill ed before
His God. Let us lean from Ephesus the lesoon d fervent love to Christ, from Thyatira
that of purity and separation from all evil, from Sardis that of the need dof true life to
give worth to work, from Philadelphia that of kegiing His word, and from Laodicea
that of the poverty of spirit which passsesses the kingdom of heaven, and gives Christ
the throne of all! Workers! Let us live and work in Christ’s presence He will teah
and corred and help us, and ore day give the full reward of al our works because they
were His own works in us.
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XXXI
THAT GoD MAY BE GLORIFIED

‘If any man serveth, let him serve as of the strength which God supgieth: that in al
things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, whose is the glory and daminion for
ever and ever. Amen.’L: Peter 4:11

Work is nat dore for its own sake. Its value consists in the objed it attains. The
purpose of him who commands or performs the work gives it its red worth. And the
cleaer aman’sinsight into the purpose, the better fitted will he be to take charge of
the higher parts of the work. In the gedion d some splendid bulding, the purpose of
the day-labourer may simply be @ a hireling to ean his wages. The trained stone-
cutter has a higher objed: be thinks of the beauty and perfedion d the work he does.
The master mason hes a wider range of thought: his aim is that all the masonry shall
be true and good. The contrador for the whae building has a higher am - that the
whale building shall perfedly correspondto the plan he hasto carry out. The achited
has had a still higher purpose - that the grea principles of art and beauty might find
their full expressonin materia shape. With the owner we find the final end - the use
to which the grand structure is to be put when he, say, presents the building as a gift
for the benefit of his townsmen. All who have worked uponthe building horestly
have dore so with some true purpcse. The deeoer the insight and the keener the
interest in the ultimate design, the more important the share in the work, and the
greater the joy in carrying it out.

Peter tell s us what our aim ought to bein all Christian service- ‘that in all things God
may be glorified through Jesus Christ.” In the work of God, a work nat to be dore for
wages but for love, the humblest labourer is admitted to a share in God's plans, and to
an insight into the grea purpase which God is working out. That purpose is nothing
lessthan this: that God may be glorified. This is the one purpose of God, the grea
worker in heaven, the source and master of al work, that the glory of His love and
power and dessng may be shown. Thisis the one purpose of Christ, the grea worker
on eath in human neture, the example and leader of all our work. This is the grea
purpose of the Holy Spirit, the power that worketh in us, or, as Peter says here, ‘the
strength that God supdieth.” As this becomes our deliberate, intelli gent purpose, our
work will rise to its true level, and lift us into living fellowship with God.

‘That in al things God may be glorified.” What does this mean? The glory of God is
this, that He done is the Living One, who les life in Himself. Yet not for Himself
alone, bu, becaise His life is love, for the aedures as much as for Himself. Thisis
the glory of God, that He is the done and ever-flowing fountain o all life and
goodress and heppiness and that His credures can have dl this only as He gives it
and works it in them. Hisworking al in al, thisis His glory. And the only glory His
creaure, His child, can give Him is this - receving all He is willi ng to give, yielding
to Him to let Him work, and then acknowledging that He has dore it. Thus God
Himself shows forth His glory in us; in ou willi ng surrender to Him, and our joyful
adknowledgment that He does all, we glorify Him. And so ou life aad work is
glorified, as it has one purpose with all God' s own work, ‘that in al things God may
be glorified, whose is the glory for ever and ever.’
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Seehere now the spirit that ennoldes and conseaates Christian service acording to
Peter: ‘He that serveth (in ministering to the saints or the needy), let him serve as of
the strength which God suppieth.” Let me alltivate adeg conviction that God's
work, down into the detail s of daily life, can orly be dore in God's drength, ‘by the
power of the Spirit working in us.” Let me believe firmly and urceaingly that the
Holy Spirit does dwell in me, as the power from on high, for al work to be dore for
on hgh. Let me in my Christian work fea nothing so much, as working in my own
human will and strength, and so losing the one thing neadful in my work, God
working in me. Let me rgoice in the we&ness that renders me so absolutely
dependent upon such a God, and wait in prayer for His power to take full possession.

‘Let him serve & of the strength which God supdieth, that in al things God may be
glorified throughJesus Christ.” The more you dgpend onGod aone for your strength,
the more will He be glorified. The more you seek to make God's purpose your
purpose, the more will you be led to give way to His working and His grength and
love. Oh! that every, the feeblest, worker might seewhat a nohility it gives to work,
what anew glory to life, what anew urgency and joy in labouing for souls, when the
one purpose has mastered us: that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus
Christ.

1. The glory of God as Creaor was ®e in His making man in His own image. The
glory of God as Redeamer is e in the work He caries on for saving men, and
bringing them to Himself.

2. This glory is the glory of His haly love, casting sin ou of the heat, and dwelling
there.

3. The only glory we can bring to God is to yield ouselves to His redeeming love to
take possesson d us, to fill uswith loveto athers, and so through us to show forth
His glory.

4. Let this be the one end d our lives - to glorify God; in living to work for Him, ‘as
of the strength which God supgieth’; and winning souls to know and live for His
glory.

5. Lord! tead us to serve in the strength which God supgieth, that God in all things
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, whose is the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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